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Abstract

Objectives: In this article, the present status and issues of support activities for the suffering from natural disasters by public
health nurse in Japan.

Methods: The subjects of this study includes analyzing date collected through the public health nursing activities reports for
10 natural disaster reviewed issues in Japan, and which were after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake at 1995.

Results: In order to establish effective cooperation, it is important to standardize the meaning of support activity of suffering
from disasters by public health nurse. In particular, we need to identify differential activities between urban or wide disasters
area and rural or small disasters area. In addition, in view of the possible personnel shortage, for the prompt and adequate
initial reaction to be successful, we should prepare the strategy of the detail planning of the disaster preparedness.
Conclusions: Public health centers are required to function as information centers. It is necessary for the staff of authorities
concerned to raise awareness of public health nursing activities for the natural disaster.
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