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Abstract

The Act on Special Measures Concerning Nuclear Emergency Preparedness was established in 2000
as a specific act within the broader Disaster Control Measures and Reactor Regulation Act which was
written in response to the JCO Criticality Accident of 1999. However, this regulatory system did not
address all aspects of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident. This was especially evident
with public health issues. For example, radioactive screening, prophylactic use of potassium iodide,
support for vulnerable people, and management of contaminated dead bodies were all requested
immediately after the occurrence of the nuclear power plant accident but were not included in these
regulatory acts. Recently, the regulatory system for nuclear accidents has been revised in response to
this reactor accident. Herein we review the revised plan for nuclear reactor accidents in the context of
public health.
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