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1. Introduction 

One hundred and twenty years have passed since the first modern water 
supply system in Japan started to supply at Yokohama City in 1887. Fifty years have 
passed since the Waterworks Law was enacted in 1957 as the basic law to control 
water suppliers, replacing the Waterworks Clauses Act(1890).. The MHLW 
developed the Waterworks Vision in June 2004. It comprehensively provides 
specific measures and steps concerning the future direction s of waterworks. 

Today, the author will introduce a few hot issues of water supply in Japan. 
 
2. System of Waterworks in Japan 

There are many waterworks in Japan. The number of systems is about 
10,200, though the number of cities, towns and villages which mainly undertake 
water supply in Japan, is about 1,800. And there are big and various differences 
among waterworks in Japan. A lot of small waterworks are in serious situations to 
manage water supply services because of shortage of fare income, staff, etc.  

Moreover, there are many small waterworks which are short of income for 
maintaining their asset properly; many of them have not introduced sustainable 
financial management system. Consequently, their internal reserves are very little 
and their depreciation in accounting is insufficient. The sustainability of their service, 
and even their existence itself, is quite questionable, as their facilities cannot be 
renewed to prevent assets from deterioration in the future.  With these problems in 
mind, the Waterworks Vision insisted that the government should take measures to 
improve financial and operational basis of small waterworks, particularly. 
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3. Renovation of Water Supply Facilities 

Earthquakes are reported frequently in Japan every year, and supplying 
water is often suspended for more than a few months after big earthquakes. The 
Waterworks Vision reported that the measures already taken by waterworks against 
earthquakes were insufficient.   

 

In Aug.2006, Hiroshima Pref’s Bulk Water Supply System experienced a roof�fall 
accident in their main aqueduct tunnel and the water supply for 72,100 people (Max) 
were suspended for 17days.  

The Waterworks Vision insisted that the government should take measures 
for water supply facilities to improve their earthquake�resistance and to accelerate 
renovation of aged facilities. 
 
4. Conclusions 

In Japan, with the spread of reliable water supply system in these days, most 
population take it granted to enjoy steady public water service with reasonable charges. 
However, sustainability of water service cannot be assured for the following 
generations, if proper investments are not maintained for water service systems. 
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History of Waterworks in Japan

Percentage of Population served:97.1 %
(Mar 2005)
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Old type waterworks (Waterways)16thC



2

3

Big Differences between Waterworks

Less than 500 persons：4,540 facilities

4
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Big Uneasiness to the renewal of facilities
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Fall Accident of  Main Pipe Line
(Aug.2006mHiroshima Pref.)•
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