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rcafon (though others may be added)
Reafors  thar the Rents of Land mufl fall: Asfor
:]‘g‘m"“‘s cxample, fuppofc the pricc of Wheat be
" 55 or Go pence the Bufhel; now if
the Rent of the Land whercon it grows,
be the third Sheal ; then of the 6od. 20 4.
is for the Land, and 4o d. for the Fus-
bandwan 3 But if the Husbandmans
Wagcs, fhould rifc one cighth part, or
from 8§ d.to 9 d. per Diem, then the Hus.
bandmans fharc in the Bufhel of Wheat,
rifcs from 40 . to 45 <. And confcquent-
“ly the Rent of the Land mutt fall {rom
204d. to 15 d. for we fuppolc the price
of the Wheat ftill remains the fame: Ef-
pecially fince we cannor raife it, for if
wedid actempr it,Cornwould be brought
‘into us, (as into /4olland) from Forcign
Parts; where the State of Husbandry

was not changed.

And thus T have done with the firft
principal Conclufion, that, A fmall Ter-
vitory, and even a few People, may by
Situation, Trade, and Policy, be made

cquivalent to a greaters and that conve- |
nience for Shipping, and Water-carriage, |

do inoft eminently and fundamentally con-
duce thereusto,

Chap. |

e e ke et At mammme Yyl am e

i
!
3
)
1
i
3
1

Attt v ko eFe e 1

!

L35 ]

- a p——

o —— g e S & -V ket ——

Cuar. 1L

That fome kind of Taxcs and Publick
Levics, may rather increafe than
diminifli the Wealth of the King-

dom.

F the Money or other Effeéls, levyed
from the People by way of Zax,
were deftroyed and annihilated 5 then
’tis clcar, that fuch Levies would dimi-
nifh the Commonwealth : Or if the fame
were exported out of the Kingdom with-
out any return at all , then the - cafe
would be alfo the famc or worfe: But
if what is levyed as aforefaid, be on-
ly transferred from onc hand to another,
then we are only to confider whether
the faid Moncy or Commoditics , arc
taken from an improving hand , and
piven to an ill Husband, or vice verfa:
Asfor cxample, fuppofe that Moncy by
way of Zax, be taken frora onewho
{pendeth the fame in fuperfluovs cating
and drinking 3 and delivered to another
D2 wha

What (hife
ing of Mo-
ney from
hand is
profitable
or not.
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who employeth the fame, in improv-
ing of Land, in Fifbing, in working of
Mives, in Manufalture, (9c. It is mani.
fcft, that fuch Tax is an advantage to
the State whereof the faid different Pet-
{ons arc Mcmbers: Nay, if Money be
taken from him, who fpendcth the fame
as aforcfaid upon eating and drinking,
or any other perithing Commodity ; and
the fame transferr’d to one that beftow-
cth it on Cloathss 1 fay, that even in
thiscafe, the Commonwealch hath fome
litcle advanrage; becaufe Cloarhs do not
altogether perifh fo foon as Meats and
Drinks : But if the fame be fpent in
Furniture of Ieufes, the advantage is
yet a lictle more; it in Building of Houfes,
yce more; if in improving of Lawds ;
working of Mines, Fifhing, &e. yet
morc ; but moft of all, in bringing Go/d
and Silver into the Country : Becaufe
thofe things are not only not perifhable,
but arc effeemed for Wealth ac all times,
and cvery wherc: Whercas other Com-
moditics which are perifhable, or whofc
value depends upon the Fathion; or
which are contingently fearce and plen-

tiful, are wealch, but pro bic & nunc, as

fhall be elfewhere faid,
In

4
;; [37 1

In the next place if the People of any Taxing of
- Country, who have not already a full 2{3;‘:;23:5
i employment, fhould be enjoyned or ¢ the
| Taxed to work upon fucl: Commoditics Common.
las arc Imported from abroad; [ fay, wealth.
that fuch 4 ‘Tax, alfo doth improve the
' Commonwealth. |
. Morcover, if Perfons who live by The tax-
 begging, cheating, ftcaling, gaming, bor. 1'%
' rowing without intention of reftoring s
« who by thofe ways do get from the
i credulous and carelefs, more than is
fufficient for che fubfiftence of fuch Per-
ifonss I fay, that alchough the State
| thould have no prefent cmployment for
tfuch Perfons, and confequently fhould
'be forced to bear the whole charge of
 their livelyhood 3 yer it were more for
tthe publick profit to give all fuch Per-
[ fons, a rcgular and competent allowance

| by'Public:ia Tax; than to fuffer them to

Hfpend cxtravagantly, at the only charge
 of carclefs, credulous, and good natu-
-1ed People ¢ And to expofe the Com-
3 monwecalth to the lofs of fo many able
' Men, whofc Jives are taken away, for
-the crimes which ill Difcipline doth oc-

“¢afion,
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On the contrary, If the Stocks of la-
borious and ingenious Men, who arc
not only beautifying the Country where
they live by clegant Dyer, Apparrel,
Farniture , Houfing, pleafant Gardens,
Orchards , and Publick Edifices, .
But arc alfo increafing the Gold, Silver,
and  Fewels of the Gountry by Trade
and Arms ; 1 fay, if the Stock of thefe

Men fhould be diminithed by a Tax, |

and transfereed to fuch as do nothing
at all, but eat and  drink, fing, play,
and dance; nay to fuch as fludy tHlC
Metaphyficks , or other ncedlefs Specu-
fation 5 or clfc cmploy themfclvesinany
other way, which produce no matcrial
thing, or things of rcal ufcand valucin
the Commonwecalth : In this cafe, the
Wealth of the Publick will be diminifh-
cd : Otherwifc than as fuch cxercifes,arc
recreations and refrefhments of themind;
and which being moderately ufed, do

?ualiﬁc and difpofc Men to what in it |:

clf is more confiderable. §

‘Wheeefore upon the whole matter, |
to know whether a Tax will do good |
or harm: The State of the People and |
their employments,mufl be well known ;|
(that is to fay,) what part of the Peo- |,

| I ple|
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ple are unfit for Labour by their Infan
cy or Impotency 5 and alfo what part
arc cxempt from the fame, by reafon of
their Wealth, Funtion, or Dignitiess
or by reafon of their charge and employ-
ments ; otherwife than in governing,
direCing and preferving thofe, who are
appointed to Labour and Arts. |

2. In the next place computation
muft be made, what part of thofe who
arc fit for Labour and Arts as aforefaid,
arc able to perform the work of the Na-
tion in its prefent State and Meafure,

3. It is to be confidercd, whether A judg-
the remainder can ‘make all or any pare D ©
of thofe Commodities, which are Im- are advan-
ported from abroad ; which of them, geous.
and how much in particular: The re-
mainder of which fort of People (if
any be) may fafely and without pofii-
bi¢ prejudice to the Commonwealth,be
employed in Arts and Exercifes of plea-
furc and ornament ; the greaceft- where-
of is theImprovement of natural know-
ledge. - -
Having thus in general illuftrated
this point, which I think needs no other
proof but ilfuftration ; -1 come next to
intimate that no part’ of Europe hath
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Xt is pro-
bable that
Holland

and En-
gland are

grown
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paid fo much by way of Tax, and pub-
lick contribution, as Holland and Z+4-
land tor this lalt 100 Yecars; and yet
no Country hath in the fame time, in-
creafed their Wealth comparably to
them: Andit is manifeft, they have fol-
lowed the general confiderations above-
mentioned ; for they Tax Meats and

Drinks moft heavily of all; to reftrain,

the exceflive expence of thofe things,
which 24 hours doth (asto the ufc of
Man,) wholly annihilate; and chey arc
more favourable to Commoditics of
greatcr duration,

Nor do they Tax according to what
Men gain, but in cxtraordinary cafes ;
butalways according to what Men fpend;
And moft of all,according to what they
fpend needlefly, and without profpect
of return. Upon which grounds, their
Cuftoms upon Goods Imported and Ex.
ported, are gencrally low ; as if they in.
tended by them, only to keep an ac.
count of their Forcign Trade; and to
retaliate upon their Neighbour States,
the prejudices donc them, by their Pro-
hibitions and Impofitions. = .-

Itis further ro be obferved, that fince

richer un- the ?[e.ar 1636, ;_h_c Taxes and Publicl

der taxes,

Levics

Pty
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Levics made in England, Scotland, and
Ireland, have been prodigioufly greater

* than at any time hercrotore; “and yet

the faid Kingdoms have increafed in
their Wealth and Strength, for thefe
laft Forty Yecars, as fhall hereafter be
{hewn.

It is faid that the King of France,at
prefent doth Levy the Fifth Part of his

The diffe-

rence of

Peoples Wealth 5 and yet great Often. Princes

tation is made of the Prefent Riches
and Strength of that Kingdom. Now
great care muft be had in diftinguith-
ing beeween the Wealth of the People
and that of an abfolute Monarch; who
takcth from the People, where, when,
and in what proportion he pleafeth.
Morcover, the Subje&ts of two Monarchs
may be cqually Rich, and yet one Mo-
narch may be double as Rich as the
other; wiz. If one take the tenth pare
of the Peoples Subftance to his own dif.
pofc, and'the other but the 20rh. nay
the Monarch of a poorer Pcople, may
appear more fplendid and glorious, than
that of a Richer; which perhaps may
bc fomewhat the cafe of Framce, as
hereatter fhall be examined. As an in-
ftance and application of what hath l}eeél

aid,

Revenues.

’
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faid, 1 conccive that in Zreland where-
in arc about 1200 Thoufand Pecople,
That 1re-and near 300 Thoufand Smokes or
Iand may Hearths 3 Tt were more tolerable for the
be more people, and more profirable for the

advanta- )
eonfly  King ; that cach Head paid 2 s. worth

;)axlcd,bwof Flax, than that cach finoke fhould
olc 1

Flax.

pay 2 s in Silver; And that for the
following rcafons.

1. Ireland being under peopled, and
Land, and Cattle being very cheap;
there being cvery where flore of Fifh
and Fowl; the ground yiclding cxcellent
Roots (and particularly that bread-like
root Poratees ) and withal they bcing
able to perform their Husbandry, with
fuch harnefs and tackling, as each Man
can make with his own hands; and liv-
ing in fuch Houfcs as almoft cvery Man
can build ; and every Houfe-wifc being
a Spinner and Dyer of Wool and Yarn,
they can live and fubfift afcer their pre.
fent fathion, without the ufe of Gold
or Silver Moncy 5 and can fupply them-
fclves with the neceffarics above-nam-
ed, without labouring 2 Hours per
diem: Now it hath been found, that
by reafon of Infolvencics arifing, rather
from the ufelefsnc(s than want of Mo-

ncy

RS
S
L e
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ney among thefe poor People; that from
300 "Lhoufand Hearths, which {bould
have yiclded 30 Thoufand Pound per
anium 3 not 15 Thoufand Pound ot Mo-
ncy could be Levyed: Whercas it is
cafily imagined, that four or five Peo-
ple dwelling in that Cottage, which
hath but onc fmoke ; could eafily have
plaated a ground-plot of about 4o
toot fquare with Flax; or the 50 pa:-
of an Acrc; for fo much ground will
bear < iht or ten Shillings woreh of that
Conrnodity ;3 and the Rent of o much
ground, infow piacts 2nounts to a pen-
ny per anzum.,  Nov is thcre any skill
requifite co this pradtice, wherevrith the
Country is unot alrcady familiar. Now
as for a Market for the Flax; there 1s
Imported into /Zollasd it elf; over and
above what that Country produccs ; as
much Flax, as is there fold for between
Eightfcorc and Two Hundred Thou-
fand Pound ; and into England and Ire-
land is Tmported as much Linncn Cloth
made of Flax, and chere fpent, as is
worth above ; a Million of Moncy. As
fhall hercaftcr be fhewn.

Wihcrefore having fewn, that Silver
Moncy is ufclefs to the poor People of

Ireland,
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Ireland; that half the Hearth Moncy
could not be raifcd by reafon thercof;
that the Pcople arc not a fifth part cm-
ployed; that the Pcople and Land of
Ireland , arc compcetently qualified for
Flax ; That onc Penny-worth of Land,
will produce Ten Shillings worth of the
fame ; and that there is Market cnough

‘and enough, for above an Hundred

Thoufand Pounds worth; I conccive my
Propofition fufficiently proved; at leaft
to fct forwards and promote a praltice,
which both the prefent Law and Inter-
cft of the Country doth require: Efpe-
cially, fince if all the Flax'fo produced
fhould yicld nothing, yet there is no-
thing loft; the fame time having been
worlc fpent before,
grounds, the like Tax of 2 5. per Head,

may be raifed with the like advantage

upon the People of England; which will -

amount to Six Hundred Thoufand Pound
per annum 3 to be paid in Flax, Manufa-
&ured, into all the forts of Liusens,
Thredsy Tapes, and Laces; which we
now receive from France, Flanders, FHol-
land, and Germany; the value whercof
doth far exceed the fumm laft mentioned,
as hath appecared by the examination of
particulars, It

Upon the fame -

e
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It is obferved by Clothiers,and others, Dutiespue
who cmploy grcat numbers of poor tpon re-

people, that whea Corn is extremely

dundant
Comino-

plentiful, that the Labour of the poor dities may

be had at all(fo licentious are they who
labour only to cat, or rather to drink.)
Wherefore when fo many Acres fown
with Corn, as do ufually produce a
fuflicient ftorc for the Nation, fhall
produce perhaps double to what is ex-
peted or neceflary ; it feems not un-
rcafonable that this common bleffling of
God, fhould be applied, to the com-
mon good of all people, reprefented by
their Sovercign; much racher than the

fame fhould be abufed, by the vile and

brutifh part of mankind, to the preju-

dice of the Common-Wealth: And con.
fcquently, that fuch furplufage of Corn,
fhould be fent to publick Store-houfes ;
from thence to be difpofed of, to the
beft advantage of the Publick. =
Now if the Corn fpent in England,
at five fhillings per Buthcl Wheat, and
two fhillings fix pence Barley, be worth
ten Millions Commanibus annis; it fol-
lows that in years of great plenty, when

the faid Grains are onc third part

cheaper ;

is proportionably dear: And fcarce to }’e“h“rm‘

efs Tax.
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cheaper; that a vaft advantage might
accrue to the Common-Wealth, which
now is fpent in over-feeding of the
People , in quantity or quality ; and

~ {o indifpofing them to their ufual La-
bour. '
‘The like may be faid of Sugar, 7o-
bacco, and Pepper 5 which cuftom hath
now made neceflary to all forts of peo-
ple; and which the over planting of
them, hath made unrcafonably cheap :
Ifay it is not abfurd, that the Publick

fhould be advantaged by this cxtraordi-

nary plenty. |
That an Excife fhould be laid up-

on Corrants alfo, is not unreafonable s
not only for this, but {or other rcafons
alfo.
ofaTax The way of the prefent Militia or
%?ﬁf“dTrained-Bands, is a _gentle Tax upon
and by the Country 3 beeaufe 1t 18 only a few
two other days Labour in the year, of a few Mcen
forts of . oy ) ,
forts. o i refpedt of the whole; ufing their own
goods, chat is their own Arms, Now
i there be three Millions of Males in
England, therc be above two hundred
thoufand of them, swho aic berween
the age of fixieen and thirry, uiar-
ricd perfons; and who live by their
Labour

T e et
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Labour and. Scrvices for of fo many

or thercabouts, the prefenc Militia con-

fifts.

Now if an hundred and five thoufand
of thele, were Armed, and Trayned, as
Foot ; and fifty thoufand as Horfe ;
(Horfc being of fpecial advantage in
]ﬂfmds) the faid Forces at Land, with
thirty thoufand Men at Sca 5 would by
Gods ordinary blefling, dcfend this Na-
tion, being an Ifland, againt any Force
in view: But the charge of Arming
Difciplining, and Rendezvoufing all
thefc Men, twice, or thrice a year ;
would be a very gentle Tax, Levyed
by the people themfelves, and paid to
themfelves. Morcover if out of the
faid number § part were fclefted, of
fuch as arc morc than ordinarily fic
and difpofed for War, and to be Excr-
cifed, and Rendezvouled fourtcen or
fiftcen times per anmmum 3 the charge
thereof being but a fortnights Pay in

the year, would be alfo a very gentle

Tax,

Laftly, If out of this laft mentioned
number, § again fhould be felected,
making abouc twelve thoufandFeot, and
ncar fix thoufand Horfe, to be Excrcifed,

. i
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and Rendezvoufed forty . days in the
year 5 I fay that the charge of all thefe
three Militias, allowing the latter fix
wecks Pay per amsum 5 would not coft
above onc hundredand twenty thoufand
pound per annum 3 Which I take to be
an cafic burthen, for fo great a be-
ncfit. |

For fop-  Forafmuch as the prefent Navy of
plying the L0 /and  requires thirty fix thoufand
Navy, and ) -
Merchants Men to Man it; and for that the Lng-
with Sea- /jfly Trade of Shipping, requircs about
men.  forey cight thoufand Men, to manage it
alfos it follows, that to perform both
well, there ought to be about {eventy
two thoufand Men, (and not cighty four
thoufand)competently qualified for thefe
Scrvices: For want whercof we fee,
that it is a long while, beforc a Royal
Navy can be manned ; which till it be,
is of no cffc@ual ufc, burlics at charge.
And wefec likewifc upon thefe occafions,
that Merchants are putto great flraights,
and inconveniences ; and do pay cxcef-
{ive rates for the carrying on their
Trade. Now if twenty four thoufand
able bodyed Tradefmen; were by fix
thoufand of them per amnum, brought

up and fitted for Sea-Scrvice; and: for
their

[ 49 1]

their incouragement allowed 20 5. per

anmum for cvery year they had been at

Sca, cven when they ftay at home, not

exceeding 6 /. for thofe, who haveferved
fix ycars or upward; it follows, that
about 72000 /4 at thc wmedium of
3 L. per Man, would Salariatc the wholé
number of twenty four thoufand s and
fo, forafmuch as half the Scamen,
which mannage the Merchants Trade,
arc fuppofed to be always'in. Harbour,
and arc about twenty four thoufaindMen,’
together with the faid ™ half of the Auxil.
liarics laft mentioned, would upon all
emergencics, Man out the Whole Roya/
Navy with thirty fix thoufand, and
leaving to the Merchants twelve thou.
fand of the abler Auxilliaries, to per-
form their bufincfs in Harbour, till
others come home from Sea s and thus
thircy fix choufand, twenty four thou-
fand, and twelve thoufand, make the
feventy two thoufand above mentioned:
I fay that more than this fumof 7>000 /.
is fruitlefly fpent, and over paid by.the
Merchants, whenfoever a great Fleet
is to be fitted out. Now thefe whom
I call Auxilliary Scamen, are” fuch as
have another Trade befidesy whercwvith
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HEH to maintain themfelves, when they are | tionof thefe laft mentioned Commodi- . ’!g_f 8
i not employed at Sca 5 and the charge of f| ties, is the Towch-flove whereby the g B
maintaining them, though 720004 per || Wealth of England is tryed, and the “i"l
i anmum, 1 take to be little or nothing, | Puife wherby the Health of the King- - EE :
for the rcafons above mentioned, and || dom may be difcerned. ! f
il l4 , confequently an cafie Tax to the people, | | 3
R | ; becaufe Leavyed by, and paid to them- | i
| eves, | li
Ak AHering  As W propouqdcd that Zreland ; Cuapr. I : “g i
’j:hf Ll g o thould be Taxcd with Flax, and Eng- | | i
i land by Linnen , and other Manufa- i That France cannot by reafon of nataral, |
1 Tlm | élure of -the i.'amc 5 1 con&cwc th‘l‘t - and perpetual Impediments, be more B
| Scotland alfo might be Taxed as muchy | ppperful at Sea, than the Englifh, i B
oLk to be paid in Herrings, as Ireland in } . Hollanders now are, or may be. W8
R Flax: Now the thrcc Taxcs (viz) of | i 8
- Flax, Linnen, and Herrings, and the | Ower at Sea confifts chicfly of The qua: 11;%5 g
T maintainance of the triple Militia, and | Men, able to fight at Sea, and that lities of T
| I of the Auxilliary Seamen above-men- | in fuch Shipping, asis moft proper for S i
B Ll tioned, do all five of them together, a- || the Seas wherein they ferve; and thofe fence of M
T e mount to one Million of mony, the || arcin thefe Northern Seas, Ships from England. if i
gl ! raifing whereof is not a Million {pent, || between three hundred to one thoufand L
’H 1 but gain unto the Common-Wealth, | threc hundred Tuns; and of thofc {uch [T
N L unlefs it can be made appear, that by |l as draw much Water, and have a deep I B
f [4'1 reafon of all, or any of them, the Ex- i Latch in the Sea, in order to keeP 1 i
j' I portation of Woollen Manufatlures » || good Wind , and not to fall to Lee- | I
[ Lead, and Tin, are leflened; or of fuch | ward, a matter of vaft advantage in .
o i wf‘ ] Commoditics, as our own Eaff and || Sea Service : Wherefore it is to be ex- e
i i} ai; o Weff India Trade do produce, foral § amined, 1. Whether the King of France, h
o i -'i!%i% i ~ much as I conceive, that the Exporta- || hath Ports in the Northern Seas (where L,
g tion | E he i
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