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The hand of nature on peenliar minds,
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Tt is almost impossible fo witness the vast amount _E
of suffering experienced by women, without feeling mn =
carnest desire to trace its origin, and to make use
of every possible exertion for its mitigation. From the
Princess in her palace,* to the peasant in her cottage

- e all are more or less exposed to attacks ol disorders, to
-] A 2 gl e : ] B3 o (5
[E] 7. 2 7 i 2 b B I At A _ , o o
X ; which, the influence of their respective social position,
3 NG ' : o
i 2= no less than the extreme delicacy of their individual strue-
-
=oF z 4 . . .
£ f x A H ture, renders them peculiarly obnoxious, No rank,t
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2% . : itness our late lamented Princess Charlotte of Wales.
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R ; + The propertion of diseases peculiar to women, in hospital
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1 Library, National Institute of Public Health | | o
o2 E : r . practice, says Sir Gilbert Blane, is the same as in private cases
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however exalted, no condition of life, however humble, port of families, are not less aclive agents m the pro-
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can protect them at all times, from the ravage of discases, duction of similur disenses.
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1low frequently has it happened, that, under the

e o
> 4.
RPN P, ST Vi o

which though often insidionus in their attack, ond slow
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5 L in their progress, are not less exerveinting in the agony , influences of these causes, women have become the sub-
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“; - : termination. : PERIODS, from ARISING TOO EARLY AFTER CONFINE-
5 [ Among the higher classes, the various midnight MENT: or from NEGLECTING THE SIMPLE RULES NE.
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1 I scenes, {he debilitating atmosphere of crowded places, CESSARY TO BE OBSERVED AFTER MISCARRIAGE.
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: the ahject submission to the laws of fushion, the for- Most women, indeed, are too apt to forget their

gotfuluess of nafure’s stern commands in an cagerness social position, and reasoning from the practice of
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to enjoy the delightful society of the ¢ favored fow,” or the Aboriginest of diflerent countries, or from the

HY

LA
ey

to participale-in the gay and gliltering routine of town . fortunate escape from injury which has occasionally
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indulgencies,—are so many active agents in the deve- been recorded of women following the camp, fal-
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! lopement of discases, whose havoc is too plainly visible lnciously presume they may with impunily expose

..lf“'::c"'l ¥
J—

in the pale but blonted countenance, the withering form, * The Cherokee Indians of North America, and many of the
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emaciated muscles, and departing symmetry of those who African tribes, are said never to pay the slightest attention to their
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classes, the pinching wants of penury, exposure to cold

of considerable extent, immediately after their ** accouchemens,” as
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and moisture, the great exertions necessary to the suyp-

T

"b
e
Y P R A i S S,y L2 g S 81 Pl

though nothing of the kind had taken place. Some few instances

47
A

b

RS

S

%

indolent habits, excessive delicacy and xensibility of mind and also lhave been related of soldiers’ wives, who, when following the
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6 AN APPEAL

themsclves to the influcnces of th'c SAME  Causes
those against which such individuals had been forti-
fied by theiv habits, Thus absurd reasoning has caused
the miscry of many a happy being,—has been the ruin
of many a devoted family, and the death of many a loved
object.

I'rom these, und a vaviely of other circumstances,
scarcely a family circle can be found, in which some one
of its female members has not at some time of her life
experienced some onc or more of the innumnerable aflec-
tions peculiar to her sex.

Surely so vast a field may well employ, and loudly
demands the special exertions both of the practitioner
and of the philanthropist. The former to collect, collute,
and compare the various forms of these diseases, and
thence discover the minute shades of difference which
influence their individual treatment ; the latter to use his
warmest benevolence in affording the means of making
them the subject of distinct study.

In every other branch of science the happiest results
have followed the application of individual labour to

particular departments, and cach has bheen marked by

a consequent rapidly progressive improvement.  Many

T o

TO I'HE BENEVOLENT N

fallncious and  absurd prejudices have gradually
been dispelled, and though we cannot deny that some
of them have been superseded by equally fallacious
and absurd theorics, yet we must admit.that Truth
heging to wear a less disguised form, and with the
Iinthusiast may bhe inclined {o hope that the day is not
far distant,—

When from the lips of Truth one mighty breath

Shall like a wirlwind scatter on its breeze

The whole dark pile of human mumnmerics,

‘And then the reign of MiND commence on earth,

Nor has the medical profession remained stationary ;
the Inbors of our illusirious countrymen assisted by
those of our continental brethren, have disclosed the
simple structure of the human cconomy and the equal

simplicity of the laws which regulate it; have shown

us the absurdity of believing all diseases to originate .

from acridities, humours and poisons in the.blood, and
to be sﬁsceptible of successful ireatment by one remedy
only ;—(an iden now only 6ﬁtertained by at least mis-
guided, if not dishonest empiries), and tanght us that the
minute differences which influence the individual treat-

ment of each of  the thonsand ills that flesh is heir to,”
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s AN APPEAL

can only be recognized by collection, collation anel com-
parison of all those difterent disorders which can occur in
every distinct portion of the hody.

‘l'he advantages resulting from division of lubor,
iy the treatment of the various afiections incidentud
to humanity, (which, we are told by Herodotus, was
carricd so far in ancient Ligypt that o specinl practitioner
could be found for almost every compluint, and that an
Egyplian oculist was considered as the most valuable
present which could be sent to an eastern prinee,) ure
daily becoming more appareat; we have our Opthalmic
Institutions, our Fever and Small Pox Hospitals, an
Infirmary for Discases of the Spiue, another for those of
he Ear, &%c. &c. In Paris we find an Hospital for
discases of the Chest, another for discases of the Skin,
and wards in the larger hospitals devoted to the reception
of particular classes of complaints, such, for example, as
the Womens’ Ward at La Pitie, ¢ ; wtil lately however,
no atlempt has been made in this country fo provide a
place of reception for the treatment of the numerous
complaints peculiarly incidental to women, although
scarcely one woman out of tem passes through life

withoul esxpericncing  some” one or other of them,
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10 THE BENEVOLEN'T, 0

and although thousands ol women are annually sacri-
ficeed, who might be saved, did such an establishment
exist.

In Paris this specinl study applied to this class of
discases has already heen productive of great good :—
many lovely and virfuous women have been restored to
themselves, their families and their friends ;—while
many others, less fortunate in the choice of the period

in which they sought relief, who, by false delicacy, had

been induced to conceal their sufferings till the period

had past wherein human aid could have availed them,
have nevertheless had canse to be grateful for the
mitigation of their sufferings, to the application of indi-
vidual labour in the study of their peculiar diseases.
Iiven in a medical point of view, great good has re-
sulted, inasmuch as, means have been discovered by
whose aid discases of which the existence was pre-
viously merely conjeclural, and whose treatment was
at best but empirical, are not only clearly demon.
strable, but may also be treated scientifically and
successfully, Cancer, for example, the most frighiful,

hecanse the most formidable and  insidious  disease

to which < frail humanity ” is exposed, may by the-
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10 AN APPEAL

aid of these means be recognized at a period when its
ravages are susceptible of restraint by art, and its unhappy

victims are capable of being snatched from the jaws of

death.

Many other formidable discases might also be
understood and properly treated, provided wmeans were
afforded for making them the subject of distinet study ;
—many a pallid, sickly, and dejected conntenance might
fhus be made to assume the roscate nnimated hue of
liealth ;—and many a lovely object who now lives a burden
to herself, an objectof pity to her fumily, and the humble
dependant on the kindness of hier domestics, might be
transformed into the cheerful social friend, the aftecti-
onate and provident mother, the respected mistress of
her family. Most carnestly therefore do [ implore cvery
individual into whose hands this appeal may fall, whether
he be professional or otherwise, to assist in the foun-
dation of AN INFIRMARY, ESPECIALLY DEVOTED TO TIHL
RECEPTION OF POOR PERSONS AFFLICTED WITIH ANY OF
THE IMPORTANT DISORDERS PECULIARLY INCIDENTAL
TO WOMEN.

In truth, is not ecvery professional man personally

interested in the formation of such an Institution ?

. S
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TO I'HE BENEVOLEN'T. i

Could such an Institution exist for any length of time
without conferring benefit on him, his family, and the
public at large? Would ho not daily have an oppor-
{unity of obtaining information which could never' be
acquired in the ordinary routine of private practice ?
Would not his wife, his daughters, his patients, and his
friends, derive the benefit of that information? Would
not many persons be rendered comparatively happy, or

at least free from discase, who are now its unfortunafe

victims 7 Surely tliese questions cannot but be answered

i the aftirmative. 5,"

But is the public less interested in the accomplish-
ment of such design? No; evcrg; man, no matter what
may be his s?ulion in life, who has a mother, a sister, a
wife, n daughter, or any other female relative ; every wo-
man whose bosom glows with henevolence, or whose heart
can feel for the suflerings of others, is bound, by all that

renders life desirable, to assist in the promotion of the

_charitable design, seeing, that no one knows how soon it

may be his own unhappy lot to have some dear relative
or friend, he would wish should receive the benefit which

snch an institution would be calculated to confer.

It 1s with mingled feelings of pride and satisfaction,
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e Lo {hat L am found an humble member of a society, (the Com- EE BLENHEIM STREET FREE DISPENSARY,
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;f ' . mittee of Manngement of the Blenheim Street lfree ] AND é’ i
o b . - , : ! T r '
i oo Dispensary and Infirmary), which is engaged in promoting 5 'l N I 7 [1{ J\/I- A-R; Y
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“i‘ o the cause I have advocated, whenee T presume T shall be !
“;‘ ' . . . * 1, BLENHEIM STREET, OXFORD STREET,. i
é; readily pardoned, if I agam and again entreat and implore ;
i,,)‘-_f i . ! N ' ; . T " v ™ N
:’z i every individual into whose huands this appeal may fall, to g SUPPORTED BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS. 3
i ! S =5
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2 ! lie blast, in vain we hope STUART. Surgeon and Aecouchenr,
ad ! Aud shelter frotn the blast, i vain we hoj T lljlll(iin- liox. LORD TEIGN- | W.Jox~es, Isq. 15, Lower Brook Street,
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3 IR ‘ 0 an rear its bloominyg head ; MO . Grusvenor Square,
2 E A Pho tender plant ean rear its Blooming | 'Cne Re. Hoy, LORD SAY & SELE, !
) P Ur yield the harvest promis’din its spring, i SIRMINTO FARQUIUAR, Barr, Dental Suvgeon,
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= 16th May, 1839 | GIDEON COLQUHOUN, Esq. Gl G fng Surgeon, 3
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E-"w _ EE i-i affording the means of relief in every forin of disease in cither sex, the Committee ,}
5. § l of Mfmagcmcn.t of thc_ BI:ENII gy Sreeir Prer DisveNsary, have added to B
5 ¥ 4 th'u title of their Inuumuon_ the word Invinvany, nntl. propose to establish a %
£ : A Wann or Hoseirar, wherein poor persons afflicted with diseases of the skin may be 2]
& PROSPECTUS . supplied with the requisite kinds of both yratuilously—pPoor WOMEN LABORING o
3 ‘ ) UNDER ANY OF THE IMPORTANT DISORDERS PECULIAR TO THEIR STRUCTURE,
§\ oF THE ) MAY MEET WITIH 'FIAT CARE AND ATTENTION TUEY IMPERATIVELY DEMAND, ok
% Y a?(lllm\:e wlso added lnf l{lqr stnllrn Dental burgclim, m1 ord((]ar that the sufferings s
}‘:'i BI. ENI [EIM SITREET FREE bl SPENSAR Y , f of the jumior portion of their applicants may not be neglected, il
o j As the accomplishment of their proposed object will demand the outlay of
A AND x a considerable suin of money, the Committee have resolved on appealing to publie
_ * ‘ sympathy for assistance, and with this view, feel confident in laying before the

govenors of the Free Dispensary and the Pablic gencrally, the object and design

ey S b N

[l

[ INFIRMARY. ; of their Institution, and the reasons which have induced them to undertake its
i g management, fully convineed, that, among such warm supporters of useful charita-
‘r . ! hle establishments, the voice of universal benevolence will not he disregarded.,

b Resting their claims to public patronage on the universality of their Institu-
v o . . ] sinated in the philan- ;! tion, (to whose benefits aflliction and poverty constitute the vnly necessary yecom-
i 'Pris Institution, under the name of the Free Dispensary, origina i 1 mendation) the good they have already effected even with very limited means, the

thropy of a few individuats, who commenced a subscription in May lls.a':}-l , ﬁ;rl tllt't;
purpose of founding an establisment where immedinte and cilicient relied cowo ho

procured by all applicants without distinction, and without the delay, sometimes
consequent upon t‘w necessity of obtaining letters of admission.

i aboring classes of the

ine the period of health and employment, the laboring classes o '
popu{::;;l:%f lmlulon are ensured, by careful industry, an mlcq.uatg: sl;{upply tol.l!‘l‘
their wants and a moderate share of humble indulgence; hut in sic m!zss, }ll:.mu
the hand of charity be held forth to their assistance, they fall, at gncci, the \u'.rnmll
of want and destitution. Their little savings are soon exhausted in ?;l?_mrmgl.‘o'm
for their families, and are generally very inadequate to obtain medical re llle . '.}._ C;'I
the most provident of thera have seldom laid by a suflicient fundto mecﬁ illncss 3 :vc:

to foretcl the consequences, duration and exigences of discase, demands wore fo

1 i S
1= o SR DI SN

consequent rii{id economy with which their Establishment hag hitherto heen con-
ducted, and the benevolence of their present intention in proposing an extension of
its spheve of utility, the Committee humbly, yet confidently appeal to the

gﬁnc]rosgily of their countrymen for assistance m the promotion of their charita-
e design,

Within the past year 1968 paticnts have been relieved, of whom 355 were
afflicted with discase of the skin—232 LABOURED UNDER THME IMPORTANT DIs-
ORDERS PECULIARLY INCIDENTAL TO WOMEN, 30 were allended in their
“wcconchemens,”—185 suflered from the usual disorders of dentition, and the re-
maining portion was composed of mized cases.

Duning a period of five years since the foundation of this Institution, 0208

. . : ossess. In the moment of suffering, o ‘ , . '
| stiilgt’:ht at:'gdt;::ziz?:)r:'ztlg:r:\lllltﬁet(}‘ egﬂ(‘ec:‘mmotlllllg' hlf)lzard of their lives, to go forth in the 1"'::;';}&‘]:&:[3“1(‘1::0£1‘;‘;‘g3k9n of its benefits, “The whole amount of expenses incurred
- hoge of obtaining admission into an hospital; but the hospital may he full,] or they
% may not b able to procure ticke's of adission, or 1t (Y I-]O? l])e the admission t . Suhscri;)tions and Donations will be thankfully received by the Treasurer,
] day; and in any of these cascs, they must return home unrelieved. i Sir Walter Tarqubar, Bart s Mosars, Herries, Fm‘(gl]mr cived by the Treasurcr,
= = ‘ i i 1i*a nosition was the chief and carly intention Street; the Hon. Secretary, i, Jennings, Lisq. 5, Chancery Lane; tl}e Membors
Z ] o provide IO ever 1t[ll S“crel?efp(c}ilnlr?c; be obtained without a governor’s “‘:"C‘::‘““]‘“ﬁli tIhchCdlCﬂ] Onlcjrs; tﬂ{ld l’))]' ttc Collector, Mr. Parker, who
Tt : . . ¥ re ¢ { A \ P ) )
S i ‘ ' ?ei;tg;?:p:ﬁflar;esg.ovegglf !fl‘a(;rnnoltebe at hand; it may be night, and by mormng,ttht} vill attend at the Infirmary, every day at 12 o'cloc
A = I - 4 4 g "
5 b proper moment for relief may be past, and their lives may he lost for want o .
i ' timely assistance. ! ?
P P The Free Dispensary was founded, in order that there might never e any trlle- !
e H lay in affording retief to cases of real disease, Sickness and poverty constitule :{; ‘
24 only introduction that is requi:ied-—‘!h_e101_1‘13{l letter to en311:$i(]1;ar:i1:3:;u1;111110 Ii::li:a s i RULES AND REGULATIONS. %
. P g efits. It has cxtended its heneficial intluence over a wiC » nc g | ‘_
55 o l:;:;lny large pariches, and has not heen deficient 1n contributing its share of ‘succour 7 ;
“:j; c the sick poor. Nine thousand two hundred and sixly-cight patients have heen re- { I. s Charity consists of Patronesses, Presidonts. Vico Precid !
ol to tne sick poor, dati d the number of applicants daily increases. nors, Treasurer, Hon, Secrotary. O esses, Presidents, Vice Presidents, Gover- :
feved since it foundtion an P » 0N ary, Gommittec of Management, and Auditors, £l
i ity, it i rable that'a very great num- L E becril . 3
On referring to the hooks of the Charity, It 3¢ observable , B P t . -, Lvery person subscribing one guinea per annum shall become a Govern
ber of the affections treated is formed by those hideous maladies which disfigure the ) and entitled to vote at all elections of ofﬁcm;? ; or,

appearance, THOSE AFFLICTING DISORDERS TO WHICII WOMEN ALONE ARE All annual subscriptions become

LIABLE, and the diseases dependant on the process of teething, 'T'he caulse]oqfet[lllclg
preponderating majority of particular aflcctions 18 traceable to the tmaﬂa )8 ce
of any Hospital or Infirmary in this Metropolis, especially destined to their 1
ception

due on the nearest quarter day,

R s e
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g

IIL. All persons subseribin

} 2 ten guineas or making up tha ibution withi
the year are Governors for life. 8 1P that contribution within

T A e e

T v i i
IV. Every person making a collection of two guine

Governor, or tw

! ! as annually to become a
enty guineas in one year a Life Governor

Desirous of supplying the absent link in the chain of Charitable .]nsﬁtl-.lllﬂllsi
which do honour to the capital, while they adhere to their original intention o
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-if_': L V. A medical officer shall be in attendlance daily at twelve at noon, te see
X ; andt preseribo for patients,
£ (!
f’é | VI. Every Governor to have the privilego of sending annually one woman to
i ; Do attended during her confinement, one person to the Hoespital, as soon as it shall
g H ‘ be established, and an unlimited number of patients to the Dispensary with
3 o letters of recommendation,
i i |
39 P . . . .
b 1. VII. Sick persons in the lower classes of sociely, on presenting themselves,
2 e ‘ aro to receive immediate attention, without the necessity of any recommendatory
i i letter. :
Hoo ;
5 VIiI. Patients bringing letters of recommendation are to be first attended to, §
;I‘ . .i
b IX. To prevent imposition on tho Funds of the Charity the medical oflicers to ! o1
o have at all times the right of withholding relief from such applicants as may he R
i proved to he improper ohjects. £ 5
T i SR
. . . . )
X X. A general Annual Meeting shall be held on the first Tuesday in tho month é
L of May in each year; at which mecting five Governors shall constituto a Board;
N and one week’s notice of such mectings shall be advertised in one or more of the 13
it daily papers, i "r:_-ii
Vi . "".'I"
N XL A Comumittee of Management cousisting of twenty memhers shall he ap- i
i pointed at each general Annnal Mecting. 3 3

XII, The Committee of Management shall meet on the last Tuesday in every i

. month, and take into consideration all matters respecting the well-heing of the Cha- 'i
I rity 3 and if it appear to them expedient to rcscim{ any of tho Rules or Regulations,
or to substitute or add new ones, they shall be cinpowered to do so, subject to the

E approbation of the first general meeting.  Five to form a quorwin. |
Lo 8!
Eon XIII. "Three Aunditors shall e chosen from the Commiltee of Management; !
£ and no interested person shall he nominated. 't
|
i : X1V, They shall examine the several accounts, and order payment of them,
o and shall lay before the Annual General Meeting a statement of the receipts and
; expenditure of the Institution. §
? XV, The accounts shall he audited once a month, and no account to be p:li.ll
P without the signatures of a majority of the Anditors, and the signature exr ofiicio i
f l _ of the Hon, Secretary. !
XVI. The Sceretary to attend all incctings and committees, at the appointed ’
- hours; and the proceedings of the Committee of Management to be cntered in a ¥
Fad : hook provided for that purpose, :
s i ; ;
s P XVIL, The receipts given for the subscriptions to this Tustitution to bear the
i i ; signature of the Ion. Secretary for the time being, and a request to he printed
;23;3 upon each receipt that without such signature no monics be paid, |
gf i ‘ XVIIL, The Collector to attend every meeling of the Committee and pay
¥y P over all subscriptions received by him, and exhibit the receipts remaiming on his ¢
&2 i hands. G
e : ; , . .
i o XIX. All officers becoming vacant are to he filled up by clection.
oo H it E’
';'7? R XX. Ladies only are to he allowed to vote by proxy. 4
2P :

N.B. -CLINICAL LECTURES will be given at the Institution once or
twice in every week, as soon as the beds can be procured; to which Medical

Centlemen in nctual practice will he admitted by leaving- their cards:
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