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Alphabetical List of Causes of Death. [ 67 } | ;f;}J
i j
. 1
Water on the spine 309 43 b o)
Water in the stomach (vague) PyrosisT 864, fi
Waterbrash %\"ymsi; !3986’ b. :
Y k oma d. ) .
R’Ztg gzllillfl;iut (vague) Dropsy? 30. Urinary discase 1 o02—100, Panr II.
Water-pox Small-pox, 1.

Watery gripes(vague)

Woeaning

\Veaning brash

Wearying (bad)

Wen

White flux (vague)

White mouth (vague)

White swelling

Whitlow

Wind dropsy

Wind rupture (bad)

Wind spasins

Windpipe (contraction of)

Windpipe (discase of)
{inflainmation of)

Windy colic (vague)

Windy gravel (bad)

Withered sores (bad)

Dysentery ¥ 11
\\%ne ihcr}c any specifie discase? 136,
Lichen? 123,

334,

Leucorrhwa? 103,
Thrush, 9,

Note after 112,
131.

Tympanites? 80.

a4, 86,

From what cause? 69,

GY.

Tracheitis, 69. Croup, 51
521

Gravel and #atulence? 97,
Uleers 1 32,

XI. A LETTER ADDRESSED TO CORONERS, WITH OB-
SERVATIONS ON THE REGISTRATION OI' THE CAUSES
OF VIOLENT DEATIIS,

(Cincurar.)

General Legister Office,

Sin, 10t7 August, 1845.

I 1mave: the pleasure of transmitting to you a copy of my
Sixth Annual Report, and T beg to direct your attention to
pp. 210-266, in which I have given an abstract of the causes of
the violent deaths in Tingland, chiefly derived from the * informa-
tions” which you and the other coroners have given under the
Registration Act. '

1t

; Womb (discase of) What discase? cancer 1 35, In order that the results of the « informations” may be com- ,

2 B (inflammation of} Hysteritis, 102 pared, and become really useful to the publie, in peinting out the ;

(polypus 011') ?io"m what cause? childbirth, 104 causes of violent deaths (which appear to be of much more frequent i 3

IS S gﬂ‘;ﬁg&fu)on of) (vague)  With prolapsus ur introversio uteri? 101, occurrence in this .king(lmn‘than in the rest of Europe), the nature _{.i

P IREE Worms Mo of the fatal cases inquired into by juries must be returned somne- . 33

i B a',‘;‘;:: ({?;‘:eiu" lockjaw 141, 53, what more in detail than is done at present. In many * informa- f :

i L Yaws e ' 131, tions” all the facis lhat. can be useful are stated; and it is onl

gy Yellow fever }Jﬁic’ﬁm tronhiulus. 124, required that the practice, already partially existing, should be

T }ligg“;ﬁ:&‘l tice Taundice, 50 dv extended and made uniform, to place the whole upon a satisfactory :

S{s ' ; Yellowart 59, footing, ' :

|ow You will observe, by referring to the Abstracts, pp. 234-6, b

A% that, exclusive of suicides, executions, some doubtful cases omitted, 3

3% I and 971 imperfectly returned in one year, 3305 persons were :

5 killed by mechanical injuries of various kinds—by falls, falls of

i 1 , stone, &c., machinery, _railways, waggons, cal'l'i§ges, horses, and

& s other agencies—fracturing their bones or crushing their bodies; _

1 I 1950 lives were lost by water (drowning); 3057 by fire (148 by (

i _ explosions, 2577 by burns, 332 by scalds); 188 persons were

B accidentally poisoned ; 65 were murdered in ways not stated inthe

% “ informations ;”* and there were 83 cases of manslaughter.

IS It is believed that, although deaths by personal violence have

i diminished, poisoning, the violence called accidental, and the
! resulting dangers, have increased within the present century;— h't‘;]
s which may be aseribed to the number of deadly poisons now so £
18 accessible in every chemist’s shop, the introduction of the new force o '«;‘;
of steam, the redoubled activity of traffic, travelling, navigation, : L
L : agriculture, manufactures, and mining operations. Science itself ' TE_%
i creates new mstruments of death. DBut if these instruments be ‘ RY
0 brought to light by your inquests, deseribed accurately, and placed 3 s
i fully before the public, science will find no difficulty in discovering } q;i
.
I —_—
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68 Letter to Coroners.

remedies, or rendering less harmful the new and striking, as well
as the old and obscure, causes of violent death, which have 1.nu(}e
litt}e noise, but have been in operation from tine immemorial in
every county of the kingdom. _

It is to discover the dangers attendant on the occupations, pur-
suits, and various circumstances in which the population is placed,
that I request your aid, in the hope that, if the causes of death
are ascertained, additional security may bo thrown around human
Iife, and thus the great object of theo coroner’s inquest be promoted
by the Registration Aet.

The circumstances in which violent deaths happen are so
vavious that it is impossible 1o suggest any .gcncrul rule for the
registration of every case; but if the great object of the « informa-
tion” be kept steadily in view, little difliculty will be found in
returning the  causes of violent death” in a mauncer sufliciently
explicit and uniform to admit of comparison and analysis. In the
accompanying paper, [ have noticed the most important particulars
required, and some of the defects and omissions which deprive
many of the ¢ informations” of that valuc and specific characler
which they should possess in conformity with the clause of the
Registration Act requiring juries, under the dircction ol the
coroner, 1o inquire into the “ cause of death.”

I have given a few specimens also of the better class of returns.
Having taken the liberty of thus calling your attention to the
points which I consider important in veturning the causes of violent
death, I confidently anticipate that for the future, all cases in
which inquests shall be held, the finding of the jury, as l'ec_:orded
in the register books of deaths, will contam all the particulars
which it is desirable to ascertain.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your faithful Servant,
GrorGE GrAHAM,
Registrar-General.
To the Coroner of
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XII. OBSERVATIONS ON THE REGISTRATION OF THE
CAUSES OF VIOLENT DEATIIS.

Tne Registration Act has made it imperative in England " to
investigate and record the Causes of every person's death.*  The
objeet of the inquiry is, that the precise nature of these causes may
be determined ; that they may be carefully analyzed ; and that
means may hence be devised for guarding against their effects,
and for throwing additional security around human life. To be
of any use in improving the public health, preventing crime, and
advancing medical science, the 18QuIRy into the causes of violent
death must be complete, ant must include three classes of « par-
ticulars.”

‘The questions to be proposed in reference to every case of death
ascribable dircctly to external causes, are, (J.) Was the death
caused by human agency? Did the person die by his own hands,
or by the hands of other persons? or was his death accidental ?
(2.) What was the instrument, force, or thin g by which death was
caused? (3.) What was the nature of the fatal injury inflicted
upon the body? 'The time that the person lived after the injury,
aud the place in which it was received, also demand attention.

1. The first class of facts comprised under the ' Cause of
Death,” has reference to persons. It is the legal point
of view,

The deaths cansed by human agency are referred to several
heads :—(1) Suicide, felo de se; (2) Murder, infanticide, fratri-
cide, parricide;+ (3) Manslaughter; (4) IExcusable homicide ;
justifiable homicide; (5) Execution.

As well as the social and blood relationship of the person killed
and the person who kills him, the circumstances in which the two
partics are placed constitute important distinctions; he or they
may be engaged at the time (¢) in a chance fight, or pitched
battle; in a duel, or in war; (#) in rebellion, incendiarism,
smuggling, piracy, poaching, highway robbery, burglary, or in
suppressing any of these crimes; a person may commit murder,
and then kill himself; he may be a prisoner, or a deserter.
(¢) Persons sometimes die after surgical operations voluntarily
submitted to for the relief of disease ; (d) women are sometimes

=6 and 7 Gul. IV, e, 86, and Schedule B.

+ The latter forms of murder have not heen recognized as distinet offences in
English law; and the distinction has been alolished between murder and pefit
{reason, or the murder of the master by & servant, the husband by the wife, the
superior by an ecelesinstical person, 9 Geo. IV. ¢ 31, “To compass or imagine
the death of our Lord the King, of our Lady his Queen, or of their eldest son and
heir,' is Aigh treason, 25 Edw, 111, ¢. 2,
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70 Olservations on the Registration of the Causes of Violent Deaths. 71
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. . . ITonse, Mule, Ass—thrown by, run away with, dashed against —— 1 <)

r PSR TR S bearine, or by attempis to procure ) ) - Y, vay with, 14 Vs o
1\{)“("1. by injuries In childbearing, y r ! run over by, kicked by,—in hunting, racing, &c. :—Waccon, cart, ! ’if
abortion. . s . timber-carriage, stage-waggon, van, gig, phacton, private carriage ‘
: ; 3 rectly as well as direetly, » Slage-waggon, van, gig, | » 1 » S ¥
Violent deaths may thus be caused indirectly : A conch, cab, omnibus, stage-conch—(¢he person thrown off, fallen : Y
unintentionally, intentionally, or negligently, when the « man- :

off, run over by, run against and crushed by), (the vehicle upselting,
run away with and dashed against )e

RaLways—fall of embankments, cuttings, bridges, tunncls;—Ra1r-
way CarriacEs—thrown off ;—run over by (while at work, on duty
or not, on the line) ; run against and crushed by, * jammed hetween
two carringes ;" upsctting, running off the line ;—steam-engine —
hoiler exploding, setting fire to carriages, scalding. The name and
part of the railway should be invariably returned. ‘

Killer” did not intend to do any harm, or when he intended only to
punish, or to inflict an injury of a kind not usually fatal; when he
or the person killed was acting legally or llluigull):r. 'A‘ ni may
Lill his ndversary in self-defence (chance mediey).* The mo.tn s
which lead to the commission of murder and ol suicide are an
important link in the chain of causes.t y
‘The condition of the person’s intellect when death happens is
also observed ; he may be in a state of insanity, or of intoxication;

e i 1 0]

. : IncriNen plane (¢ fall off ).
: in an epileptic fit, or asleep (sleep-walking). ? 1 ( ) . .

v IR Deaths by physical causes, or accidentally by men, are gene- 3 Steamens, Sarine Vessens, Barces, Boars, Siures:—Injuries in
y ' IIv called # Accidental;” which by itself is not sufliciently : dockyards, * fall from docks,”’-~falling overboard,—from mast,
I ::: Sicicta ) , « fro;n ”sh‘ips’ y?rﬁs,” “into “thc hol;l,’,’ «“ crus:led between two ¥
3 [ : . . : . . ¢ i tangled in machiner steam- 5
: | X ' at least one or other vessels,” © mast faliing on, = ™ entang iery, _
L'- P Few violent (leaths. can_hnppon in_which be recorded boiler exploding, sctting the ship on fire;” upsctting of pleasure- ]
e | of the circumstances in this class of facts should not be recorded. boate. barr s oo, . shipwreck, The name of the ship, or steamer X
P { . ‘When no information can be obtained, it should be so stated. should bé) st'ﬂlcd;’ also the deseription of \ressel——colli;:rs—-foreigri 5
B ) !Ii
’1\ 9. The second class of fucts has reference to things: to the traders, &c. 3:%
& snstruments employed where luoman ageney 1s concerncil ; Dwrrring-Housss—fall of, fall from scaffolding in building, fall from £o
i S B in other cases to the amimals, machines, and ordinary the roof, fall of bricks, from windows, down stairs, over banisters, . !ﬁ,j
P i‘“ mechanical forees or bodies of nature. With reference into cellar; * fall from hed-roum window asleep ;» fall of chimney ; : :‘:.:4
it EN to the pul;h'c health it is the most important bead ol burnt by the house taking fire, - Ha
; 3 . . . . . , L3
$ E inquiry. Wonks—iron, copper, brass, lead, dye, print, bleaching, glass, china, L’g
o I Death is caused by wounds, stoppage of breathing, burns, star- earthenware (potieries). :;,‘g
Bl valion, poison; and it is impossible to enumerate all the various Fuctories—cotton, silk, woollen, flax, &ec. . s

y . . . . “ . ¥d
"2,;. ways in which, or the things by which, such falt:}l injuries are Mills—flour, paper, bark, saw, &c. !
?5" caused ; but the following c].assed list of _t!lose which have bcm} Machines—thrashing, &c., water-wheel, windmill sails, horse-gin,
{z mentioned in the Returns, with some additions, may serve to fix windlass, capstan, &c.
i attention on the many details which have to be attended fto,

Steam Ingine—(a) explosion of boiler, (b) the engine itself.  Fly-

. : wheel, beam, connecting rod, piston rod, governor ball, &e.

— Wearons and InsTroumenTs employed by Mex :—Sword, dagger, kmfc’e; °ch ’ g rod, p rg ’

gf; razor. lancet, *fork thrown at,”” a club, bludgcon, “the fist Glearing—shafts, wheels, pulleys, straps, &e.

[ ’ ’ b4 » . " - .

F" ! —whip (flogging) :—pistol, gun, cannon (burst, shot, ball). ﬂIhcln{i?ry u]z {ron, d‘s."ii wor/:sTmach'\n(tzt'straps,_ ro(}lers,’ plam.ng.

’ x : ; i i c-jaw s, drills, punches, rivetting, wire-drawing, pipe-

i i Anisats, domestic or wild:—Dog (bite of), (inflammation, lock-jaw r]nnc‘}mes,& at lea, e P > g W gy PIp

2 : ‘ after bite of), hydrophobia} ( weeks after bite of )3 bite of drawing, &C., MAches. . o

it ﬂ a viper, rat, hoar; bull, cow .(tossed, dragged, gored by) 5 bites, In Print, !)_ye, aml_Bleachmy works—washing-wheels, printing and

;}1’ He &c., of other animals. calendering machines. 3

3 A , T In Cotton Factories—beater, devil, carding-machine, roving, stretch- : _}:

i + & Chance medley is properly applied to such killing ﬂS(‘;;‘PPO'lS in *l‘l‘-“f",lcrﬂift‘cc ing, doubling, throstle frame, loom mule, dressing machine, gt
4] I ackstone, B. 4, c. xiv, ¢ Chance medley 1s oilen it i i ] . . .. . 2
Pl "pi’ﬁ;Slﬁddfgpfi‘iﬂcfo"ﬁgmmmfr of homicide by misadventure:” as in the fol- In Silk Factories—throwing, reeling, winding, doubling, spinning- \ gl’i
b Towin 7 varlich i Chance medley by laudanum.” _ . machine, loom, &ec. | s
i! 5 + The presumed motives of the criminals are stated in the French eriminal i .

Tt
i

In TWoollen Fuctorics—combing, carding, teascling, shearing, slub-

R

! * . . - * v N - I ?- .}“‘

R retIU'lFlft': number of hours, days, or weeks intervening between the hite of the rabid bing, roving, spinning, fullivg-machines. : l g_%
i i : animal and the appearance of hydrophobia, and between tho first attack of discase Tn Z%az Factorics—héckling,roving, doubling, spinning, &c. machines. g .{&:
§|! [ and death, should be invariably recorded, ’ 5‘3‘3.
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72 Observations on the Registration of the Cuuses of Violent Deaths. 73
‘Miscelluncous machinery, or such as is used not in actual manufae- Farts—from a ladder, scaflolding, “a rocl.\',” “a tree,” a monument,
‘ turing, but in auxiliary processcs, such as teagles, cranes, hoists, a church tower, a steeple, an arch, a railway arch, a mill window, a
i grindstones. Also mercury, lead, acids, alkalis, and other chemical wnll,.through n trap-door in the street,—in & n}ul_lhons.e; fallg in g
5 agents, which arc causes of death in manufactories, &c. running, skntmg’,’ walking in frosly weather 3 jumping from a !
| [The nume of the work, or of the owner of the work, factory, or building on firc; falls m“wrcSl‘l"ga Jumping, runmmg ; falls into a |
i machine, should always be stated, as in the following instance: pit, & saw-pit, o cave, a sto::c delph,’” from a wal.l ‘on q}mnd- i
P : __«Laceration of the sealp by a carding machine in John stall’ which ran into his hody,” ** on the spikes of iron railings,” . g
| Holt’s factory—lived 9 days; crysipelag, 5 days.”] from the quay on a boat; falls in au epileptic fit, in a state of in- ‘
i toxication, &c.
{ Mines and Coar-rits—State the department the deceased was engaged oxication, &e
: . LY | ) LS 1<hit “ wlipear 1? . . . ]
: in, under “rank or profession —dlslm,ggrt::slung the o viewer, ‘Ihe breath is stopped in many forms of death, as drowning,
o “ overman,” © back-overman,” ‘ hewer, putter, trapper, ]

: hanging, strangling, suffocation, choling and-inhaling mephitic
i € T o letenr P! A€ N T " HALNES et ot ’ e e}
-boy -tlriv olley-way-muan Davy lamp- . . . .
: ke‘é;:;:.e"ht?)f:lrn,wlcol‘llfu}u ”r:‘g:xble I:cc;gr ) wastc’mnn " e s’hiftcr}” gases,  The general term which designates this mode of déath
s ace- ) - » ) Y Iy . ‘
« onsetter,” * hanksman,” ¢ brakesman,” &c. is asphyxia or apnecd.

‘ Fulls—in ¢ shaft,” * stapple,” * drift, or water-level,” ¢ waste,” WaTer :-—-I)gm\'.\'m(:_——(a) in bathing, skating, from falling out of
¢ rolley-way,”  tram-way,” goaf,” % workings-—men folling boats, ships, &c. ; jumping overboard ; upsetting of Loats, &e. ; ship-
through rope having been cut or broke when *riding away ** (de- wreck, &c..(sce Steamers, p. 71); (b) inthe sea, nlake, river, canal,
scending, &c.,) or breaking of * pit chain,” or © slipping of knot,” pit, pond, mill-dam, well, draw-well, clay-pit, cistern, a tub of water,
—fall down ¢ conl-pit shaft,” or “stapple,” &e. ¢ o tub of ale,” &c.; * a child drowned in the uterine fluid of the i

mother;” *¢ fell into canal while drunk,” ¢ fell into a vat of limeg-
water and ashes,” ¢ drowned herself in a tub,”  suffocated in a
ditch,” * suffocated by falling into mud in a fit.”

Hancing—with a cord, a pocket handkerchief, &e.,——on a tree, a bed-
post, &e.  State whether the body touched the ground.

SrnanGLING—with a cord, a handkerchief, a handkerchief tightened

Falls—of stone or coal ; of roof of mine ; of * coal-pit tub;” ¥ corfe,”
« kibble,” ¢ prop,” " pick,” ¢ hammer,” &e.

Blows—when driving in dark or light, by crane-handle,” ¢ rolley,”
¢ tram,” * blasting stone or conl,” ‘“hewing,” * drawing a jud,”
blows of * capstan,” of swingle-tree, of gin or winscy, pit machinery,

L e N ket R ke b ok e £ b kb A bk e %7

e

i stamp mills, or steam-engine, &c. ! ; CC ; _
3 Lrplosion—State whether killed by the direct effect of fire, or from by a f’,t‘“k’ &e.; ““ by the head passing through the rails of a
En suffocation by the *¢ after-damp,” * choke damp,” or ** styth ’— chair.
i cither immediately after the accident, or at a later period in ren- SurrocaTiNG—overlaying by mother, brother, nurse, &c.; by stopping
il dering ussistance, &c.  State where the explosion happened, in the the mouth and the nostrils with the hand ; smothered in 2 tarn-up
] ‘ « waste,” “ face of workings,” or ¢ goaf,” &c.—whether * Davy bed, &c.; ¢ smothered by a hut falling on her,” “smothered by '
| lamps? ¢ raw lights,” or “ flint mills,” were in use when the falling while drunk out of a loft into a cratch of hay;” smothered ' :
A explosion happened—whether the mine had one shaft or more. by compression and trampling on in a crowd ; * suffocated by fixed S
4 In explosions fatal to many lives, note the diameter of the shaft and air in the stomach produced by soda water.” : ,@
i the acres of royalty; and whether the ventilation was conducted Yoop: Croxing—by meat, by a fish-bone, an oyster, a cherry-stone, a £
m‘;i by a furnace or lamp, thc_: method ** si.mpl'c,” ‘¢ gcaling, or com- pea, a bean. ! ,%j
il pound ;** whether the mine was working in the * whole, or the Killed by & nail, a half-sovereign, a pin falling into the windpipe. "}}i
l broken.” The name of the mine, and the owners’ names should . - °, L, : S
i " be nlways recorded. . MEeruric Gasks—irrespirable or poisonous: carbonic acid—fixed air— :
i L. . _ ’ in mines, graves, wells, chambers, the vapour of charcoal, of brick- %
gk Drowning—1in mines—where was the water from 2 What causcd kilns, of fermenting liquors; in brewers’ vats, &c.; nitrogen in 2
< ,411 the“accldet’l’t;’ Was the shaft to the Tisc or the dip of the coal ficld wells, vaults, holds of ships; carburctted hydrogen, sulphuretted £
2 or “seam”? Did the seam keep a ** water cngine, and of what hydrogen, in mincs, water-closets, sewers ;  a sweep (age 9) suf- =
! P power was that engine ? focated in a flue.” 3
2 B Quarnizs:—* Roof of a quarry falling in,” “stone falling in,” ¢ fell ——— H;
2 o] into a quarry.” ‘ =
5 Farp of heavy substances :—Fall of stones, of limestone, “n picce of LacnrNing—struck by, or killed by the fall of other bodies struck by f“f‘a
I_' i marble,”” marl, sand ; brick wall,  partof a new chapel,’” a theatre, lightning. [It should be stated in all cases whether the person was ;fg‘i
4 SRR a bridge, *“au archs” “a picce of timber,” * wood,” “a pile of found alive and conscious,—where he was struck,—whether under 5
2% B deals,” “a beam ;" “a hox of soap,” “a bale of cotton,” ¢ a box a tree, or in a house, &c., and the nature of any visible injury on the e
5:;' g of sugar ;" *a mallet ;” “ a crang,”’ “a rope,” **a boat,” ““a picce body, and any circumstances which can explain the course the x{%
s;f,(;_ 1] ; ' of 1ron,” ) lightning took, or the death, should be brietly recorded.] Xt
b I £
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| Observations on the Registration of the Ceuses of Violent Deaths. 75 | ?k‘,j
t - . i "J':"
i qum.c_)slo}*—o.f gm_lpo“'der» of 1’0“"1_01"1“'“%: of Qrc-qup, of gas (for In new-born children—crushed at birth; killed immediately after birth, I ’gﬁi
| llghtmg? in mines, houses, &c.'; in blasting, discharging five-works, hy a blow ; suffocated ; strangled ; wmbilical cord untied, Hled to il
&e. [The cause of the explosion should be stated. ] death. ’ i«
b b, Lilings s s king e, [The v 3o Pracs in which ovory dath oseus floberegis |
t}} { fire, should be stated.] “ Clothes sct on fire b’y another childb-“ - tered; with regard to accidents not immediately fatal— ? 8
' e “ i T ’ afler which the sufferers die in hospitals or at home— (5
< b burnt herself in a fit of insanity,” P ht in al all cs l' /i ;?3
iy : Hot Warer—* Falling into a vessel of hot water;” kettle of Doiling i ‘1s‘ng ,“' " :}-To;t dT] cas.e§l_ l'o rstate wl e -ﬂfc % -ltal 21
r58 i water, saucepan, vesscl of hot water—fulling on; steam from ‘;‘fym'l/r Ngs'lnl!'/ i cz‘.‘ 1 l.ﬂf “la),&canal, “1‘ inijfmll.w’ ‘faf%
1S ‘ i stcam boiler ; drinking boiling water out of n kettle; * drinking :wlor.), utlding, steamer, coach, &¢., stiowid be (18- 9
P AN hot coffec;” * falling into a brewery of sealding alewort 3 * falling tinguished by its proper nam, Do i
[ b into new slaked lime.” ' ) 5. The T'ime the person lived alter a mechanical injury of ’15;)
3 Po1sox—Sulphuric acid (oil of vitriol), nitric acid (nquafortis), hydro- any kind—or after burns 01'.scalds~—.sllould be noted ; 'aﬁ‘j
b chloric acid, oxalic acid, arsenic (oxide), corrosive sublimate, and the fime he was submerged in drowning, or suspended ;.‘:%
':}g - the other compounds of mereury, verdigris, sulphate of copper (blue- in hanging; and the time he lived after taking poisons, 5
W ‘ : stonc), sulphate of zine, nitrate of silver,—lead (acetate, carbonate), <hould, for the many purposes of medical jurisprudence, { 3
;t;i; b —vbaryta (hydrochlorate, carbonate)—cantharides, opium (solid), be ascertained and recorded. i
18 } laudanum, muriate or acetate of morphin, hydrocyanic (or prussic) 6. The rank and profession of the person should be par- S
i acid [state the strength of this acid}, oil of bitter almonds—bella- ticularly deseribed in the column having that heading. "
i donua (berries of deadly nightshade), hemlock, henbane, tobacco, O ° or
i ; monkshood, foxglove (digitalis), strychnia, nux vomicn, coculus It often happens that a complication of causes couspives to pro- !
Indicus, fungt, alcohol. duce death ; for instance, a person  falls—on a knife ;” the most i
[In all cases state the particular poison, and the dose when known ; also common cases of drowning are ¢ falling—into the water;” in 3
the time clapsing between its administration and the person’s death.] houses on fire the victims are generally suffocated by the smoke =
MEevicives—in over doses—taken or given ; quack medicines. before the body is burnt ; two or three kinds of poison are some-
Supstaxcks swallowed, acting as irritants; ““ a piece of tin,” *“ a pewter times taken together, or shortly after each other, and then other £
tea-spoon,”  a picce of wood,” a pin swallowed causing ulcer of means of destruetion are resorted to.  Any cause in the first class i)
the stomach,  cating cucumbers,’”  cating blackberries,” ** con- may be combined with almost any cause in the second, and that ol
vulsions from eating peas,” * drinking cold water when heated.”? again may cause auy injury or disease in the third class; hence o
Drinkine a large dose of spirits ; InToxicaTioN by spirits, wine, or the combinations of the ‘three classes of causes are innumerable.
?(]c; habitual intemperance; “ apoplexy from drinking;” a book- Thus, i we take Suicide in the first class, it will be found that v
f:]‘l:[;?:;o t}l::nng 12:1;:;315 n:;r]:x?::s :11:}:\?1?::1: ’{rom drink;” ¢ drunk, suicide has been c'ommittcd'iu every variety of circumstances, with igi
ST ARV ATION—b 0 the incl e ‘ ) almost all the things and m almost _all the ways specified in the | 3»:%3
Anm;ow stormxfér:lsurc 0 f::z (I;EC tc()m((]!::iftlﬁs' o]i; lt‘l:lttzl (:l\]e:;tt]lt‘z:‘ a;rriﬁit m:{ secm!d.cl:_]ss; while wit.h t:lle several instruments selected, wounds f‘;‘%
food : © lost in a Tane. and died from cal ({ o starvation = P and injuries have been inflicted on all the important organs of the i
! ) s ( ation ; fell bod So of der
into a pit and was starved by cold;”’ * discase of liver and want of ody. 50 0L murder.
necessaries ;** want of the necessarics of life through—[here add CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN THAT EVERY RETURN OF A VIOLENT
the cause.] ' DEATII ANSWERS THE THREEFOLD INQUIRY INVOLVED UNDER  THE ‘ 3
3. Physical injurics, causing death, constitule the third Cause or Duatu ;" namely,— : o
class of facts. 1t is the medical point of view, (1) WAs THE DECEASED KILLED BY 1115 OWN ACT, OR BY THAT 3 f‘f}
FracTurRE—simple, compound, comminuted, of the skull, spine, pelvis, OF OTHER PERSONS, AND IN WHAT C!RCUMST"‘NCES? ' 23"*‘
thigh, leg, ankle, arm. (2) WUAT WERE THE MEANS, INSTRUMENTS, OR THINGS 8Y il
Rurture of liver, lungs, spleen, gall-bladder, stomach, intestines, WHICIL THE FATAL INJURY WAS P ropucED ? %‘ij}
bladder ; concussion of brain, of spine; contusion of any part ; (3) WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE MORTAL INJURY, AND o
wound (gun-shot wound, stab, cut, lacerating wound of any part) ; WHAT TIME ELAPSED BEFORE DEATH? }1“:3.
artery or vein divided, and loss of blood ; burns ; scaldsy blisters ; OR HAS ON THE FACE OF IT AN EXPLANATION OF THE OMISSION. i
any _discascs_inﬂammation of any part, ulceration, mortification, AT TIE SAME TIME THE STATEMENT SHOULD BE MADE AS CON- i ?
erysipelas, lock-jaw. CISE AS IT I€ CLEAR AND COMPREHENSIVE: NO VAGUE OR UN- l ;&?
In clnldbear_mg women—rupture of uterus; other injuries in delivery. NECESSARY WORD SHOULD BE INSERTED. ' ':‘}
r 8
R
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76 Observations on the Reqistration of

The followwing are examples of Returns of Vielent Deaths, which
leave little to be desired :—
Aecidentally yon over by a cart, while trying to stop a runaway horse—
fracture of his skull, ribs, &e.—lived 10 hours.
Accidental fall from a ladder, by which his skull was fracturcd—lived

2 days.
ﬂIur(IericrI by — in a duel, with a pistol ball; lungs perforated ; lived
3 days.

Eryeipelas from a wound in the leg, caused by the falling of a bar of
iron, whicly struck him on the heel while at work—wound 9 days
—the erysipelas 6 days hefore death.

[The statement in this and similar cases implics that the injury was
accidental.  The word * accidental” is superfluous, except
where n person is killed directly, but accidentally, by humun
agency. ]

Accidm(a!ly trod on by a dray horse; chest crushed; lived 5 minutes;
(a child, age 2 years).

Accidentally drowned by falling from a schooner iuto the Thames.
Under water G minutes,

Drowned by the accidental upsetting of a boat on the Thames—3 days
in the water,

Drowned by accidentally falling into the Regent’s Canal, while stepping
from one boat to another. Under water 1 hour.

Accidental, from two logs of timber having fallen upon him—ryuptured
bladder (5 days). p. mort.

Accidental fall—wrist cut by a flint—followed by inflammation, (Lived
9 days.)

Suicide, with a knife, after stealing riband in a linendraper’s shop—
msane (?) at the moment of suicide. (Lived 1 hour.)

Accidental, cut through the skull, and deeply into the brain, by a cit-
cular saw in a saw-mill. (Died in a few minutes.)

Irritation and exhaustion consequent on a fracture of the arm, by a full
from a South-Western Railway carriage in motion. (Lived 5 weeks.)

Poisoning with arsenie, and _exposure to that substance during work in a
cand(lle]manufactory. [The effects of the poison should have been
stated,

Exhaustion, following a burn of the arm, 19 days since—the shirt sleeve
caught fire over a candle.

Erysipelas of the arm, following accidental application of sulphuric acid
to the fingers. (3 days.) : .

Temporary insanity—21 oz. of Jaudanum, and strangulation with hand-
kerchief.

Drowned by the accidental tilting and sinking of an overloaded boat,
containing the deceased and others, Under water 3 hours.

Accidentally suffocated by inhaling the vapour of charcoal en hoard of «

ship—exposed to the vapour 5 hours. [The name or deseription of
ship should have been inserted.]

Suicide by arsenic—probably 20 grains in one dose—lived 20 hours.

Y

i 4

the Causes of Violent Deatlhs. 77

Accidentally burnt by her clothes taking fire.  [The ‘particular articles
of dress—gown, apron, cap, &ce.—which took fire should be spe-
cified.]

Strangled with a cord, by the mother—wilful murder. [The mere term
« Wilful Murder” is not sufficient, It is most important to specify
the manner in which, and when known, the perzon by whom —the

murder was committed.]

A blow on the head by o fall froms an omnibus. [In this case the injury
which was the eftect of the blow could not be ascertained.]

Blows by John Downey—manslaughter. [Whether in a prize fight or
not shoutd have been stated. ]

Leg crushed by machinery in Samuel Smith’s sill factory; lived —

weeks 3 nbscess, 3 weeks.

Eye struck by a shuttle in Samuel Brown’s woollen factory; lived —
weeks ; meningitis, 3 days,

Fracture of the skull, caused accidentally by a brick falling on him whilst
descending a coal-pit shaft.

Aecidental and instant death by being knocked down a coal-pit shaft by
the swing-tree of a gin.

Wound and fracture of the jawhone from his clothes getting entangled
with the spindle of a grinding stone at iron works.

Fracture of the skull from his being scized with a fit, and falling out of
a skip down a coal-shaft.

Overdose of Godfrey’s Cordial, ndministered by mistake for syrap of
rhubarb. . ‘
Poisoned by laudanum—no evidence to show whether by intention on

the part of the mother. .

Avzenic taken by herself through ill-treatment of her job mother.

Stroke of lightning in the Finchley-rond—Ilived 14 hours—symptoms
like the stupor of apoplexy—no morbid appearance found in any
cavity of the body; but two slight burns were discoverable on the
inner side of the fore.arm. -

Aecidental, from a compound fracture of the right thigh, occasioned by
slipping /into the moving machinery of a steam-engine, when on
board of a steam-hoat. .

Temorrhage into the abdumen from uccidental rupture of the liver, by
crushing Detween two waggons on a railway train, while there at
work. [The name of the railway should be given.]

TFound dead in bed, apparently suffocated,—without marks of violence.

Tmperfect Returns of the Causes of Violent Death.
« Aceident.” . ] '
« Accidental "—¢ accidental death;”  accidental by his own
cavelessness.” [ Zmperfect.]
These cannot properly be called returns of the causes of death.
They neither state the nalure of the accident, nor the nature of
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. 78 Olservations on the Registration of the Causes of Violent Deaths, 79 ‘i
:j;‘ ! . L;! 5
He the injury. Was the “accident” in amine, n sicamer, or a factory, but in cases like these, the name of water or place in which the 3';
TUR or was it on a railway P—Was it fracture, drowning, a burn, or person is found should be stated ; and it should be added, whether '{‘
HET B : . - » . . Ll [ . - iH
b poisoning, that caused the death? It is not nccessary to mention “yith or without marks of injury.” i
Hy other vague returns of the same kind, which leave the same questions In ‘many cases the cvidence is insufficient to decide positively [:;'3
:‘ ' unanswered. whether the person committed suicide, fell into the water acei- 3
, ‘. « Wilful murder 3 « milllslmlghter;" « justifiablo homicide ;* dentally, or was murdf:rcd. In such case the ln-obablc cause may i
0 e fol o e anieide.” T . be returned in & qualificd manner, together with the name of the i
b felo de se;” ¢ suicide.”  [Lmperfect.) : « . ) o
G B . . .. river or other water; such as  drowned in the Regent’s Canal, s
1 All returns of this kind are imperfect.  No mention is made of probably by accident,” lfp
Sy the means by which the ““ murder,” for instance, was causcd. \Was  Tound dr 1" « Found dead” [J; f_{:‘%
i it by strangling, a_wound, a blow, drowning, shooting, or poison ? ound (rowned. ound dcad, [ mpe)__fbct.] . U3 3
i In many cascs other circumstances are required to be stated, in So O,f,"tl“"" cases, the cause, in favour of which theve is « strong ?’}é
| order to give a correct account of the  cause of death.” probability, should be stated with the proper qualifications, In :ﬁ“
! . " H ¥ 3 [ 1 I oy €€ - -_L
B « Fracture of the skull;” « fracture of jawbone;” «a bum;” ﬁi]m cases it should be stated that the circumstances are “ un i3
e « rupture of diaphragm;” « sutfocated.” [Lmperfect.] now. k.;(
;o Returns of this kind are imperfect. It is the exclusively medieal &
i view of the cases. The causes of the “fractures,” &c., arc not , : a r e
. . h . AT . i { 1S. )
specified ; nor the circumstances n which the injurics happened. AII.I SUDDEN DEATHS ) _ {_g“ ;
{ Were they accidental deaths, suicides, or murders ? Inquests are held in the cases of sudden as well as of violent %
: . . o e .. deaths.®  And it is state g > ¢ ities in medical juris- “é
1 « Lock-jaw 37« crysipelas 37 ¢ mortification 3V delirium lea And it is stated by all the authorities in » _du,al Jurts Yo
tremens.” prudence, that the causes of sudden deaths, often involved in heL
e Ret < of this kind imperfect” when it is not 1 great obscurity, can_only be ascertained b{ an inspecetion of the s
| cturns of this kind are “amiperject & WHER 1 18 10 stated principal organs. The body may have the same external ap- §
o whether they were or were not the results of externul causes, or : . . rni
b intemperance pearance in death by apoplexy, syncope, aneurisni, poisen, or 2
i « Accidentally d d:" «gccidentall hed : ™ 1oi suffocation, and violence of other kinds; but if the death be dis- ]
H 4 ‘ic_‘ "“l?”y }owne 3 accidentadly crushed 3 poisoned tinetly traced to a discase by an inspection of the body, this at the P
TR nmsell, [-”’P‘"J: eet.] same time determines “ by what manner” the person «“ came to 3
i 'i[‘he lﬂarce in which the person was drowned should have been his end,” and, with the usual collateral evidence, leaves no more ¥ 4
R sla.::]d. W ﬂ?t’he P"‘t’;CIPl‘:“‘C‘; 1“{“}”‘9 “’{‘)“‘-1' by the fall of a bridge, room for suspicion of inuocence than hope of impunity for erime. ;&J
' r [l . - 4
Al (I)i.owlfv;lsp:ﬁc "]]J% d" c:}u {)2& ond {:5 h‘i ;‘;h“{%’] or Skat';‘g’ &e. ? In the returns of the causes of death, it is sometimes found that il
i of the poison &clf) shed, y what 7—What was the nature affections of the mind are stated to have been attended by fatal &
: « B b o results, but are reported in a vague and unsatisfactory manner, such 24
" T s . - . . W d
. I’-". "‘.mal? nne. b " o . . as ¢ passion,” anxiety,” < fright,” « grief,” broken heart,” ;:;%
1 I njuries ’f’n} macmnery s fell down a coal-pit;” * explosion «« oxcitement.” ‘The following are better examples of returns of &
<z IENL in a coai-pit. [..anm_-f'cct.'_l. this character:— Shock occasioned by the sudden death of E"}J
YR Thc] particular kind of machinery, and the names of the coal-pits, her brother, who expired 3 months before;” ¢ trouble for the Exe
5 BN or of their owners, should have been returned. death of her son, who died 6 weeks before;” ¢ extreme grief,
-E:{ « Water in the chest and pericardium, accelerated by exposure caused by onc of her children having been lost for two days;™ &
iﬁ; ; to the severity of the weather.” [ Tmperfect.] ' “ mental anxiety from pecuniary embarrassments;” © illness :i
4 V . . . a 1 . . tolining - *? N . fo
it i In this return the cause and circumstances of exposure should caused by a iu.ghl fmn,l, tl,l 1‘ulde} dnd_hghtmng ;7 « fright from ¥ie]
Ea‘fi o have been stated. From destitution? Want of clothing, fire, or her clothes taking fire.” The following as regards both cause S
1 A » - . . . \) et Ea 283
7 o _ lodging ?—Did it occur in employment in the fiells—on board and cffect, arve complete: apoplexy, produced by excitement S
el ship—in a fishing-boat—in travelling—or in what other situation ? while fighting in a state of intoxication;” * excitement and :"3]
Fi R . : : . . confri o P A
i} | « Hydrophobia.” [Imperfect.) ) passion causing rupture of the left ventricle of the heart. z;f%
Ii."f} i \Vais?t]le diseasc caused by the bite of a dog, eat, or what other R r ) ] 1 to inqaire, wl Yies i afa
Ry i anima Jov ; . . 1 court of the covoner is a court of record to inquire, when any one dies i iy
ylb : the first slrn(: x;ox:llanyftlla§3 or ]1 wl‘)l.rs_ clnpse(l between the bite and prison, or comes to a violent or sudden death, by what mumz;r he came to lis end, oy
kel | f ymptoms of hydrophobin ; and how many between the Blackstone, b. 4, ¢ 19, s, 115 4 Tust, 271; 2 Hal, P, C. 53; 2 Hawk. I G. 42, do
E“;l . ¥ rst symptoms and d(’.at!x ? ) See the 6 and 7 Viet. ¢. 12, as to the power of coroners to hold inquests where the }ﬁ;
s Little can be ascertained respecting the causes of some deaths 3 eause of death arose out of their jurisdiction, 5
2 RS
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80  On the Registration of the Causes of Violent Deaths.

DeaTHS oF LuNATICS AND PRrIsoNERs,

b2

In cases of insanity or lunacy, the fact and form of the malady
should Le invariably inserted in the * information;" thus,—
mania, 1 year; phthisis, § year. The cause of death by discase

K iy
et inaly
NP Al et

Faip ity
st

in prisoners can be generally ascertained, and should be returned
on the same principles as ordinary cases of death, See Statis- :é
tical Nosology and the Medical Certificate Iook. Ef'?q
Extracts from 6 § 7 Gul. IV, eap. 1xxxvi,, being the © dct for “I}*
registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England,” vela- E’E
I tive to the Dutics of Coroners and their Courts under that det. r,‘ﬂ
X i ’ig_
qo . ¢ In case any new-born child or any dead body shall e found ex- ;.‘.
- B .' posed, the overseers of the poor iu the case of the new-born child, and 2
by, ihe coroner in the case of the dead body, shall forthwith give natice and i
6 B ER information thereof, and of the plece where such child or dead body was il
Y i } . . 1 ¥
t’;_ i found, te ihe registrar.,”—Sec. 19. 43
. i ¢ Provided always, 'That in every case in which an inquest shall be u,s
i : held on any dead body, the jury shall inquire of the purticulars herein W
B g required to be registered concerning the deathy and the coroner shall 1};‘
L inform the registrar of the finding of the jury, and the registrar shall 2
N ¥ . , di P 3 on M ¢ i
% ' make the entry accordingly.”—Szc. 25. iy
Y it f . N . ¥ . !.', H
5 I ‘The particulars as given in Schedule (B) are “ When died E‘?'i
N t A ( place of death® was added by the Amendment Act, 1 Viet,, %?ﬁ
. ¢. Xxii., s. 8); name and surname, sex, age, rank or profession ; o4
2% ST cause of death.” ,-"c-"j
b I H « Provided always, That the coroner, upon holding any inquest, may ;,g:
i order the body to be buried, if he shall think fit, Lefore registry of the i
e death, and shall in such case give a certificate of his order in writing -g
Al . under his hand, according to the form of Schedule (F.) to this Act an- ?E,‘_j
Vs 15 nexed, to such undertaker or other person having charge of the funeral, (‘,}},
,{'{ N which shall be delivered as aforesaid; and every person who shall bury 2k
X ST or perform any funeral or any religious service for the burial of any dead {Z"*;f%
B body for which no certificate shall have been duly made and delivered :&g
5 S R as aforesaid, either by the registrax or coroner, and who shall not within 25
P B seven days give notice thereof to the registrar, shall forfeit and pay any :}3
Fi, e swin not exceeding ten pounds for every such offence.”—Skec. 27, E‘fg
;{Iﬁ SR SCHEDULE (F.) o
r;’f ER I, Jumes Smith, Coroner for the County of Dorset, do hereby order i
7 M the Burial of the Body now shown to the Inquest Jury as the Body of
1 R T John Jones. Witness my Hand this Z2ighth Day of March, 1836.
2 IR [H y g y ’
,‘5‘; . “ Jumes Smith, Coroner.”
2 A
LI .
E;;i :5 {1 : Lowpos: Printed by Wirryax f“mwr:l_anrl Soxa, Stamford-street,
{15 1} it Far Her Majesty’s Stationery Oftice,
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