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REPORT ox taE STATE or BIRMINGHAM axp orHeEr TOWNS,# APPENDIX.
- b v T Report on
By RoBerT A. Sraney, Esq., _ Birmineham
. One of the Commissioners for inquiring into the Causes of Discase, and the best means of promoting 2nd other Towns, by
REPORTS OF THE COMMISSIONERS. the Public Health, among the Inhabitants of Large Towns und Populous Districts. R. A. S‘fr_.ey, Esq.
Ix drawing up a Report on the state of Birmingham and other towns inspeeted, it may
PAGE be useful to state—
REPORT by R. A. Sraxey, Esq., on the State of Birmingham and other Towns . . 1to020 1. The course of proceeding.
. . . 2. The general result.
Questions for Circulation in Populous Towns and Districts . . . . . 21 3. Any general observations conneeted with the subject.
Replies to the above Questions :— The usual course of proceeding adopted was, for the Commissioner, some time before
Birmingham—Dby the Mayor and 2 Committee of the Inhabitants . . . 23 his visit to these towns, to communicate in writing with the Mayor, or other principal
“’olver]bnm ton—by T. Hil Esq. and 2 Committee of the Inhabitants . . 29 authority, giving notice of his intention, explaining the objects of the Commission, (a
: dnesh P be Rev. J le Json and a Committee of the Inhabitants 30 copy of which, with the printed questions} was enclosed.) and requesting that a committee
: Wednesbury—by Rev. J. Clarks ) o - of the most respectable and intelligent inhabitants might be formed, for the purpose of
Walsall—by a Committee of the Inhabitants . . . . . . . 31 giving information and assistance.
: Bilston—by a Committee of the Inhabitants . . . . . . . 33 Care was taken to state, that as the objects of the Commission were for the general
: Dudley—by a Committee of the Inhabitants . . . . . . . 36 _ good, all party fecling, whether of a public or local nature, should, as far as possible, be
[ West Bromwich—by Mr. Sweeting, Inspector of Police . . . ) ) 39 Iaid aside in the selection of the committee and the prosecution of the inquiry.
: . ) L ’ . . Sometimes a communication of a like nature as to the objects of the inquiry was
" Kldde“_’m’lstﬁr_by the Town Clerk and a Committee of the Inhabitants : - 40 made through private individuals of intelligence and influence, who happened to reside in
Stourbridge—by Mr. Ackroyd . . . - . - . 41 the town and district, and whose aid was requested in forming such a committee.
Burslem—by Mr. D. Hall, Chicf Constable, and a Committee of the Inhabitants . 42 In all cases these requests were met in a kind and obliging manner, and the most
Hanley and Shelton—by a2 Committee of the Inhabitants . . . . . 44 ready assistance was afforded by all parties. _
Longton—by the Chief Bailif and 2 Committee of the Inhabitants . ) . 48 I&: is a plcfasurc to be able to state, that the most distinguished men belonging to the
. . medical profession were always among the first to volunteer their gratuitous and valuable
Newcastl-e-under-Lyme—b}’ G. H. Hall, Esq., Mayor, and a Committee of the In- P atten danlcc. 3 S 0 vorunte @i gratuitous and valu
habitants . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 A day being fixed for the committee to assemble, cither in a public or private meeting,
Chester—by the Mayor and a Committee of the Inhabitants . : . . 49 as had kefore been determined, the Commissioner, who had before visited all the worst
Shrewsbury—by the Mayor and a Committee of the Tnhabitants . . . . 59 parts of the town or district, and made many inquiries, attended the meeting.
Wrexham—by Sir J. Lloyd and a2 Committee of the Inhabitants . . . . 54 The Commission was then read, its principal objects explained, and any information in

his power afforded by the Commissioner, who endeavoured to point out the importance of
the subject to all classes, and to show how much the public health, moral habits, and hap-
piness of the poorer classes would e improved by attention to sanatory regulations and
cleanliness in and about their dwellings; and how true an economy it would be eventually
to promote all such public improvements as may conduce to this end.

Dr. Wirzian Kav’s Report on the Sanatory Condition of Clifton . . . . 76 The state of the town or district was then entered upen, and any information or
suggestion worth attention was noted down.

The printed questions agreed to by the Commission were then read and explained, and
By Sir Hexry T. DE LA BEcEE, on the Sanatory Condition of the City of Bath . . 107 left with the local committee, to be replied to after due inquiry. The answers sent

on the Sanatory Condition of the Town of Frome, Somerset 121 in somectimes led to additional investigation, and were often compared with the notes
which had been made upon the spot.

Although the principal inhabitants and local authorities gave every facility and aid to
the investigation of the Commissioner, yet it must be observed that the replies to the
questions were frequently of too favourable a nature, arising sometimes perhaps from a
natural desire in the parties answering to represent things in the best light. and to avoid
any imputation of neglect, and sometimes from not having had their attention led to the
existence of evils close to them, which did not immediately affect themselves.

, The towns of which it is Proposed to give a short Réport may be divided into three
classes :—

Gloucester—by A. H. Jenkins, Esq., Mayor, and a Committee of the Inhabitants . 56

REPORT by Sir Henry T. DE 1A BecHz, on the Sanatory Condition of Bristol, (in conjunc-
tion with Dr. Lvon Prayrair) . . . . . . . . . 61

Dr. Wirriam Kav’s Report on the Sanatory Condition of Bristol . . . . 01

on the Sanatory Condition of the Town of Swansea . 129
on the Sanatory Condition of the Town of Merthyr Tydvil 142
on the Sanatory Condition of the Town of Brecon . 151

SIS

1st. _Blrmmghnm, and the other towns in its vicinity, in which the people are
chiefly engaged in the manufacture of metals, or in mining,

2d. Thcltowns in Staffordshire, called the Potteries, with Newcastle-undey-Lyme,
near them. )

oy - N - .
3d. Secveral isolated county towns, having no common character, as Chester,
Shrewsbury, Wrexham, and Gloucester.
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; Birmingham, containing 189,000 inhabitants, is perhaps one of the most healthy of our Birmingham.
large towns. It possesses many natural advantages—as a good site, with adequate fall for

;_ * See list of towns, page 20. T See copy of the queries, page 21.
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APPENDIX.

Birmingham
and other Towns, by
R. A. Slaney, Esq.

Birmingham.

2 APPENDIX /0 SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY

drainage; a dry and porous subsoil, and water generally of good quality. A good and
cheap supply of coal is found in the vicinity. .

It would be uscless to give any long detail of the state of the town, as it has heen so
recently and, in general, so accurately deseribed in ¢ The Report on ihe State of the
Public’ Health in the Borough of Birmingham, by a Committee of Physicians and
Surgeons.” I am able to bear my willing testimony to the ability and industry mani-
fosted in that Report; I have been able to verify most of its statements respecting the
neglected condition of he houses of the poorer classes; and if I sometimes differ fl‘Otl,ll s
opinions or conclusions, it is with deference and respect,

The principalstreets of Birmingham are generally wide, well made, and with sufficient
fall; in the parish of Birmingham, the drains in the main streets are well laid, and
tolerably attended to. The houses of the richer and middle classes appear generally dry
and airy, and with convenient buildings appendant to them. The supply of water for
these classes is good, and the drainage and cleansing is little complained of, though
susceptible of considerable improvement. °

The state of the habitations of the working and poorer classes is often widely different.
Their houses vary indced greatly in comfort and convenience, as in size and situation,
and the excellent custom of cach family having a house to themselves appears generally
to prevail. I am obliged, however reluctantly, to say, that many, if not most of the
narrow streets, alleys, and courts in which their habitations are situated, are much
neglected as regards drainage, paving, and cleansing, and though wells are found in
most of them, they are frequently out of order, or the water indifferent.

_ The courts in the parish of Birmingham alone arc above 2000 in number, and their
. inhabitants exceed 50,000; besides many in the adjacent parish of Aston. The inpress
to most of the courts is by a narrow eatry, from threc to four fect in width. This
is generally arched and built over, so as to form part of the houses fronting the street.
The ventilation of the court is by this narrow and covered state of the entry very much
impeded.” The number of houses in each court varies from four or five to 20 or 30. At
the cn(!, or on one side, there is often a washhouse, sometimes an ash-pit, and always one or
two privies, or sets of privies, close to which there is often one or more pig-stics,* tubs full
of hog-wash, and heaps of offensive manure. In the midst of the court stands the pump of
supply for the inhabitants. These courts are frequently unpaved, and the open channel
for dirty water ill-defined, so that stagnant puddles in wet weather are the consequence. |

In many, the overflowings from the privy vaults, pigsties, and dirt heaps, trickling

down the court, pass close to the well, and no doubt often enter it. Many of these
courts are unpaved. There appears to be no system of sweeping or cleansing of any
kind, except what is from time to time done by the inhabitants themselves. Thg smaller
st;rc_e:t(si are also much neglected in this respect; and this remark applies to every town
visited.
. In Birmingham, and many of the towns round it, the privies belonging to houses of the
working . classes, and many others, are constructed in almost all cases with open vaulis
for the night-soil at the back or side of the building. These are not covered over with
elther_ stone, wood, or carth, but exhale continually a most offensive stench. They are
sometimes fenced round with a low wall, but often left quite open. In cither case, ashes
stalks of vegetables, and other refuse, are thrown in, and the mass is left to taint the air
from month to month. In rainy weather this receptacle of filth often overflows, and traces
its fetid course through the open channel of the court or alley, and along the pathway
entrance, till it reaches the street. 7

The Report of the former Committee on the State of Birmingham said with great
truth, «There appears in general to be no drainage for the privies by which their more
fluid contents mght pass away;” and adds, “the privies and ash-pits in the courts in
our opinion require regular inspection and cleansing.”{ -

The neglect of all public regulations for draining, cleansing, or paving the courts and
alleys in which the poorer classes reside, prevails in all the towns and districts visited.
In'a few towns, as S_hrewsbury and Newecastle-under-Lyme, there are bye-laws or regu-
lations to prevent nuisances and ensure cleanliness, but in none of them are these regula-
tions enforeed. °
. I have never found any powers given, or any rules laid down, for a eriodical
inspection or report on the state of these crowded districts by the avthorities oiP the place
within which they are situated. Even if at the instance of any benzvolent persons such

= A return of the number of pigsties and pigs kept in the borough, and i i -
comben 6. 1843, was 26 foliows: pig pigs kept in the borough, and accessible to the police, Sep

o Sties, Pigs.
In Birmingham parish . . . .| 1,681 | 2,566

into the STATE of LARGE TOWNS and POPULOUS DISTRICTS. 3

report were made, it does not appear that the municipal bodies, the cunstitated authori-
tics, or parochial Boards or Unions, have such powers as would cnable them to carry out
the improvements that are necessary for the health and comfort of the poorer classes; and

small streets® inhabited by the poorer classes, though some such provision is urgently
required for the health of all the community, and for preserving decent self-respect among
the mass of the people.

«1t is a common custom throughout the town” (says the report before quoted) “to
empty the contents of the ash-pits and privies in the night into the streets, from which
they are carted away carly the following ‘morning; but some filth always remains after
this proceeding.”t This is the mode in which this disagrecable duty is performed where
the police regulations arc best observed; but in many of the other towns complaints are
made of the removal of these matters during the day, and in 2 manner to create great
annoyance to the inhabitants, and great disgust to passengers.}

It has been stated that in no one of the towns visited is the filth and ashes from
these populous courts, alleys, and streets cleared away by contract (as in London), or
under any general authority to enforce its due performance, which would be the cheapest
as well as the most cffectual way. The present method is for each inhabitant to
make his separate bargain with some farmer, or person who sells to the farmer, to
clear and carry away the filth and refuse belonging to him. In some cases (chiefly the
larger towns) a trifle is given to the party taking the manure away; in others, and for
the most part, something is paid for this manure by the countryman, or filth collector, or
nightman.§ By this method, or rather want of method, it would be scen that these places
are not cleared at any regular periods, or by the same partics, or by persons furnished
with proper carts with covered flaps, barrows, or other necessary implements. A whole
court or alley is not cleaned at the same TIME, much less all the courts on the same side
of the street; whereas, under proper regulations, one dirty day and one journey of the
waggon might often do for all; and thus the business be done better and cheaper.j At

resont the old adage is verified to the letter, “What is done with trouble is never done
at all;” consequently in most of these erowded courts no cleansing takes place, and the
privies, ash-holes. and manure heaps are not empticd or removed till they have long been
i full, or overflowing, and a nuisance for some time to the vicinity. It is the interest of the
party purchasing to get as much as possible, with as little trouble as he can, for his money;
he therefore constantly puts off coming for his bargain from day to day; whilst the neigh-
'; bours and lamenting housewives vainly complain of his delay. .
; Tn some cases the landlord of a small row of houses retains the contents of the place of
refuse and ash-hole, &e., for himself; if so, the matter is not mended, as it is never cleared
till choked up, and then in the same way before described. I believe the consequences
, of this neglect (which prevails generally in all the towns visited) to be most injurious to
: the health of the people—to be inimical to cleanliness, decency, and habits of self-respect,
so beneficial to all classes. I feel assured that much discontent and many disputes
hence arise; that many working men, finding their homes surrounded by nuisances, leave
them for the public-house; and that to children brought up amid these scenes of meglect
and dirt, it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to teach customs of order and ncat-
ness, so essential to their improvement, and especially so to the female sex.9

On visiting these neglected places, and remonstrating sometimes with the inhabitants
on the dirt around their dwellings, I have been_answered by their saying, It is very
truc; and the smell in summer is cnough to breed a fever; but what can we poor people
do, who are only here for a time? there is no drain, and no convenience about, and the
landlord will do nothing.” Others again reply, *“What's the usc of my sweeping up or
making clean, none of the others will, and it’s no use my trying alone "

In many of the neglected courts and obscure places in these populous towns there are
- collections of refuse. dung, and dirt brought in from the highways, and heaped up in
some corner till sufficient for sale.** There being no authority carried out to prevent
this, one neighbour does not like to complain of another, and the offensive matter remains
undisturbed. In some of these towns the contents of the common sewcers are collected in
stagnant reservoirs or mud-holes, in the midst of a crowded neighbourhood, to be sold as

* Tn Edinburzh * where all the streets are cleansed every day, and the narrow closes several times
a day, {he total expense of the cleansing depariment is nearly 12,0007, but the sale of manure yields, on
the average of several years 10,000/ (or §th of the whole cost.)"—Afr. dlexander Ramsay's (Inspector
of Cleansing, Edinburgh) letter to Dr. Playfair.

4+ Report on Birmingham, y. 4.

1 Wednesbury, Dudley, Salop, &e.

§ In one part of Kidderminster, Duncan’s Buildings, the open privy was cleaned about {wice a-year,

) and the contents sold each time for 5s5. whieh was given to the women. There being there 10 houses this

APPENDIX.

Report on
in none of the towns visited is there any system of contracts with scavengers or nightmen and]?);.lilllé:‘[%?‘:g by
to clear away at proper stated periods all refuse, filth, and night-soil from the courts and R. A. Slaney, Esq.
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Birmingham.

!:he_re_ be any point which T should wish to impress upon strongly, it is this, If you allow private
individuals to remove night-soil, it will never be reguiarly or efficiently performed.“——Leflerfrom Alr.
Alexander Ramsay to Dr. Playfuir, Replies, §o. - i

€[ We have the concurrent testimony of all the intelligent clergy and medical men in all the places

?% In Edgbaston parish . oo e 34 163 " - : ;

hr n Aston within the Borough .+ . 624 844 au&ounted t{:]GtJ;. paclﬂ]l. 1" ln_Bxls’ton the necessaries are cleared as the waggoner comes, without pay,
7;31 ! order, or method, 1n the day time.”—18. Nofe. )

i ‘ Total . . . .| 2350 | 3,375 | Night-soil is so removed by public seavengers at night in Edinburgh, vested by Act of Parliament
g. as police property. The Inspector of the Cleansing. Department thus expresses himself on this head, « If
i

From the Registrar, Mr. Knight.

Th‘e number of Trish in Birmingham by the census of 1841, was 4,683.—Population Relurn.
+ “ Courts and alleys are not regularly cleansed by appoinfed scavengers, &e., such courts and alleys

are freuently found in a very filthy state.”— Reply of Locul Commiliee. visited to these poinis.
+ Report, p. 4. : _ ** Gloucester, Shrewsbury, Chester, Potleries, Neweastle, Wolverhampton, Bilston, te.
i B2

- P

e ke I AR,
o -
Qe f‘.ﬂ\%ﬂ‘.‘:‘r‘lﬁv‘é‘ .

A

Tiriee




TR R e e

PRI

R

B T, s . . e . L Sy e L . v ] , . R K ‘ e ] o, ‘.
. . LAY ' . . . I . . R v . . N . ,
A EEER P 0N T S T e S aebes s SLERT R . RN Lt . S . e ey
- o W ¥ D S AR ks " T r * . a iwsan arevela 5 .
™ 9 W ! My 11 ‘ ) . N
Y + TN g g sl
t -0 ey ep e b AN h e T L 4w m o A b e N e " . . i " - n "
" - i el . 3 Ep gy . L e e
g il L i ] A ' DTy T T e :
S - . ; : 1 r X - v, RN T
Tl e i T - A o i . . My . - N -" LRV T

<l 98
a1y ‘:-‘Uﬂh'

i
bl i Ly a ey e - v
e e

A

g

it D P Aotz

S ey .
191 RO BT 7

[ iy

|

£

4  APPENDIX to SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY

manure;* in others, the fluid contents are dammed up to irrigate meadows or gardens

ArrenpIx.
_— in the close vicinity of the town, exhaling a pestilential smell in Fot weather. |
Bl.{el’f’rt o In none of the towns visited are there any regulations for securing the proper construc-
and 0‘11}'::;‘-‘1%0‘33,])}. tion or ventilation of the narrow alleys, streets, and courts in which the poorer class

R. A.Slaney, Esg. Yeside. The entrance is constantly under a narrow archway, and the place is built up all

Birmingham.

round, so as to be little visited by the sun or air.  The older buildings are generally the
worst; but many new ones are lamentably crowded, and constructed without reference
to the health or eventual convenience of the inmates.

One instance of this may be mentioned, viz.—That, owing to the entrances to the vast
majority of the courts being much too narrow for a cart, all the rubbish, manure, night-
soil, and ashes, must be wheeled out in barrows, or carried out in baskets by hand; and
all the coal or other fucl, and all furniture, must be conveyed into the courts in thesame
way, causing thereby a great increase of trouble, delay, and expense, and attended with
great additional annoyance to all inhabitants of the courts and passengers in the streets.

The construction of the privies, ash-pits, and other conveniences proper for the humbler
class of houses in these populous places is often very defective, and frequently a disgrace
to the community. Sometimes one necessary is public for 10 or 12 houscs, and thercfore
neglected by all; often so placed as to be seen by all, almost always having the vault
open to the air.f Many houses and whole rows of houses have no privies at all; and in
some places the inhabitants, even of tolerable habitations in other respects, arc reduced
to the most disgusting expedients.

Medical men and all thinking persons will unite in opinion that such_circumstauces are
most injurious to the health and well-being of the working classes, and most prejudicial
to the moral habits and feelings of decency, especially among the young.

In general the drainage of Birmingham is good, but the narrow strects and courts are
negleeted, and several parts of the parish of Aston are without under-ground drains.§

Though the supply of water is generally good, yet complaints were frequently made in
those parts inhabited by the humbler classes of the inadequacy of the supply and the
indifference of the quality; the pumps being sometimes injured by surface-water soak-
ing in, and frequently being out of repair, and neglected by the landlords who provide them.

The drainage of some parts of the town is much impeded by obstructions from mills
on the river Lea, described in the Report before quoted. ||

There is no public walk at Birmingham, and such is much wanted. 'The schools for
the poorer classes are indifferently ventilated, and require improvement.

There is no place in Birmingham or the vicinity where the working-classes have per-
mission to bathe; a matter much needed. '

For farther details on these and other points of local information, I can refer to the
Report before quoted, to my own Notes made on the spot, and to the Replies to the
Questions circulated by the Commission, from which one or two extracts are given.§

. Query 4, as to obstructions to Drainage.—« The greatest obstruction is Duddeston
mill, which backs up the water in the river for about a mile, and causes it fo be stagnant :
into this stagnant water the main drainage of the borough empties itself, and remains to
ferment, presenting a pestiferous surface of white scum, from which a noxious effluvia is
exhaled.”

“ No regular plan is adopted for emptying necessaries, nor is there any summary
power in any of the local Acts to enforce sanatory regulations; conscquently many of the

" necessaries are frequently in a very offensive state.”

Reply to Query 9, by Mayor and Local Committee.

Reply to Query 19.—“It will be scen that the powers of the several Boards are ex-
tensive, but in many respects inadequate.”>— Vide also General Repioré on Sanatory Condition,

8vo., 1842, p. 305.

After Birmingham, the towns of Wolverhampton, Walsal, Dudley, Bilston, Wednes-
bury, and West Bromvich, were visited and examined ; in all the neglect adverted to, as
existing respecting the habitations of the working classes in Birmingham, was found to

* Case in Shrewsbury, Wrexham, and Burslem.

+ This oceurs at Newcastle-under-Lyme and Chester.

+ WVith reference to this subject we find the following notes made on the spot, in different places :—

% Courts full of full privies, open, with sad stench.”—Birmingham.

* Courts with pigs, middens, and open privies, bad water.”—Birminghum.

 Qpen privies ; water as green as a leek”—Birmingham.

«.Courts uncleansed ; open privies.—Edgbaston-street and Dudley-sireet, Birmingham.

¢ Choked up privies and dust-holes overflowing.”—FVednesbury.

“ Filthy open privies and stagnant liquid filth.”—ednesbury.

¢ Green stagnant stinking puddles, open privies, ample sources of fever.”—I¥ild-court, Bilslon.

“ Open privies, open drains under houses, stench dreadful, ‘ Enough,’ said the women, * to bring the
plague among poor loiks.” *— Bircl's-buildings, Bilslom.

“None of the houses in courts have under-ground drainage, very few any privies."—IPolverhampton.

¢ Privies terrible.”— Wolverhampton.

And so, more or less, through all fhe fowns visited, except Stourbridee.

§ The mortality per cent. in Birmimgham, as given by the Registrar-General’s return for the years 1840—
1842, appears fo be 27, but the return of the registrar of the district, Mr, Inight, gives a mortalily for
1841 hand 1842 only, of about 2-5, including the General Hospital and Union house, but varying in different
parishes.

I Communieation from Captain Vetch, of the Royal Engireers, as to the obstructions to drainage, &c. in
Birmingham.—R-~port on Sanatory State of Labouring Classes in 1542, _Appendix, No. 5, p. 387.

€  As respeels hahting and paving, the borough is under three distinet bodies of Commissioners,
under local Acts of Parliament, and four distinet Boards of Survcyors, appeinted under the provisions of the
general Highway Act,”—Reply of Local Commitice.

VU S Y
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exist in a still greater degree; and their health and comfort to suffer in consequence. APPENDIX.
The three first towns, Wolverhampton, Walsal, and Dudley, are remarkable for {avour- S
eport on

able situations, as rezards excellent sites, dry soil, and facilities for drainage, and also a

by

Birmingham

ood natural supply of water; but these advantages have been much negleeted for want .4 gther Towns, by

of due regulations for drainage, cleansing, and other necessary public improvements. R. A. Slaney, Esq.

1 had the advantage of visiting Wolverhampton after reading the able Report on —
the state of that town by Dr. Delane, to which I ean refer, and whose statements 1 Wolverhampton.
am able to verify in almost all points.

« Wolverhampton,” says that Report, ¢ notwithstanding its great increase during the
last 50 vears, still retains, in the arrangement of its streets, and the buildings adjoining to
them, all the evils of ancient times.”  In speaking of the dense population congregated in
close courts and alleys, the Report continues:— In the formation of these buildings
everything has been sacrificed to secure 2 large pecuniary return; they are of themselves
often of the very worst construction, and in immediate contact with extensive receptacles
of manure and rubbish.”# A great disregard to decency exists in connection with all
these dwellings; many of them having only onc privy allotted for the use of several fami-
lics—an arrangement obviously tending to unhealthy as well as immoral results.”t

. 'To this I may add, that, as regards the courts, alleys, and narrow streets .wh'ere the
poorer classes reside, the drainage is for the most part neglected, or very indifferent.
No system of cleansing is adopted ; nuisances arc not removed ; and the supply of water,
though good in some places, is very insufficient in others, Many of the courts are in the
most filthy state, full of stagnant puddles{ of fetid water; neglected privies with open
vaults, pig-sties, and heaps of manure on all sides. The main streets seem well attended
to; but there is no public walk, or any place where the working class are permitted to
bathe near the town.

The mortality of this populous place is high, being 2-8 per cent ;§ and, after secing
the neglect which prevails, and which it dees not appear the authorities have power to
correct, there is reason to fear that the rate of mortality would have been still
greater but for the admirable site and great natural advantages of the place.||
Tor additional details I would refer to the Report before quoted on the state of the
town.

Walsal and Dudley are both admirably situated on declivities, with all advantages for Walsal, Dudley.
drainage ;§ but the remarks made on the state of the courts and alleys in Wolverhamp-
ton, will also apply to many in these towns, though their gencral character is certainly
better. Nevertheless, the same narrow entrances to close courts are found ; the same
ill-constructed privies with-open vaults; often surrounded by heaps of dirt and pig-sties ;
whilst the courts are unpaved, channels undefined, and cleansing neglected.®

In Dudley, notwithstanding there is a water company who profess to give a good and
cheap supply, there are great complaints among the poorer class both of the cost and
quality of the water, and many cannot get it at all, as the pipes do not reach them. The
cost they say is 16s. a-year for the smallest houses, besides 2L per house to lay down
piping ; in consequence they buy from the Castle spring at a halfpenny per pail, and a
halfpenny more the carriage of 1t; and in another populous district, near Salop-street,
the people said, *the water was very bad. and if was above a quarter of a mile to the
spring.” 11 In other places fullof the working classes the same complaints were repeated,
and their “hard case and loss of time lamented.” ¢

There is in the vicinity of Dudley a fine walk, called the Castle-walk, belonging to the
Lord Ward, and, till lately, permission used to be given to the people constantly to
walk in it, to the great advantage of their health. Owing, however, to the misbehaviour

of a few persons, or some other cause, this walk has lately been shut up, to the great
injury of the inhabitants. It is carnestly to be desired that, under proper regulations to
maintain order, this valuable privilege may again be accorded to the inhabitants of
Dudley by the noble proprietor.

The schools for the poorer classes are not ventilated in an improved manmer. The
play-ground in Stafford-strect is very small, and no provision made for a supply of water.

* Report, p. 3.

+ The rep{i,es of the authorities and Local Committee fo the queries of the Board are probably rather too
favourable on some points, but the following are extracts :— .

“Query 6. What are the regulations for drainage?>—None: the old strects are, the new sireefs are not,
there being no controlling power before the houses are built.

« Query 11. Are there any local reculations in force for systematic drainage, or amendment of defective
sewers >—No. The refuse lies on the surface in the poorer streets.

« Query 16. Are the courls and alleys, &e., cleansed >—Nol done at all.  The supply of waler s very
deficient ; altogether inadequate for the prevention of fires. Dear and good.”—Replies of Local Com-
miltee.

. Fevers are not prevalent, but occur in those parts of the fown where scwers are imperfect, or not tniro-
duced ut all.—Reply of Local Conumiliece.

§ By the regisirar’s retwrn it appears to be 2+9 for {he average of 1840, 1841, and 1842, the population
havine increased from 24,710 in 1831, {0 36,382 in 1841. -

Il The town is about 1o apply for a new local Act; very much needed indeed. i
D‘ﬁ]‘,‘ There are no general regulations for draining the town or district.”—dnsicer from Commullee at

udiey.

## « Tow of the houses of the poorer classes have proper necessaries, as they are usually allowed to
remain in a filthy state with the contents overflowing the contizuous vard se as fo present a mass of filth.
}gany are without doors; few are arranged so as {o open inlo drins."—.dnswcer of Dudley Conunitlee to Sth

uestion.

it Notes—Dudley.
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APPENDIX 0 SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS ¢of INQUIRY

APPENDIX. With respect to Walsal, I may also say, there is no efficient system of drainage except
— in the principal streets. “The weir for a mill pounds up the water back in part of
BePP“;I’“ the town, and the stream below is full of stagnant filth, and is quite inadequate to carry
and%ﬁ“::.‘-ﬁ‘:i by off the dirt brought down by the sewers. There is a bad stench in summer.” .
R. A. Sleney, Esq. ~ Lhe race-ground mear the town would be a good place for a play-ground and public
walk, but I was told that it is Jammas land, with a right to the Xarl of Bradford to
float and cut hay between January and August, and exclude the people then.

There is a fine walk and view from the churchyard high above the town, but it has
been shut up lately by order of the vicar, as it was said, on account of some irregularities.
; If re-opened under proper requlations it would afford a healthy walk.

Rilston, Wednes- Bilston, Wednesbury, and West Bromwich are three populous places, situated on the
h bury,and West ~ high road between Birmingham and Wolverhampton, and may be considered as varied
Bromwich. specimens of the state of other towns and dispersed groups of houses, inhabited chicfly by

the poorer classes, occupied in and about iron and coal mines. in the great Staffordshire
7 coal-ficld. This district reaches from beyond Stourbridge, in Worcestershire, to Walsal,
i comprehending a very densely-peopled country of from 12 to 15 miles square, and inhabited
: probably by not less than 200,000. The towns of Hales Owen, Oldbury, Rowley Regis,

: ' Brierley Hill, Tipton, Sedgeley, Willenhall, and Darlaston belong to this division, all of

i a somewhat similar character as regards the poorer people and their habitations.

Wednesbury consists of one long street, along the turnpike-road, with many lateral ones
branching into courts and alleys, inhabited by the working classes. There is no drainage
worth the name, no scavengers or system of cleansing, and the supply of water very scarce
and indifferent. There are no pipes, (though there is, it is said, a good supply near it, at a
high level above the town,) few pumps, and the wells are often bad.* ¢ The people com-
plain much, and have to carry water ncar a mile, or to buy at a halfpenny for three
cans.” D

The workhouse for the town has very bad water in the well, and they are obliged fo
fetch it for washing or drinking several times a-day. The courts, alleys, and small streets
are unpaved or ill-paved, fuil of stagnant puddies, privies with open vaults, pig-
sties, &e.;+ there is, in fact, no care taken on these points, and the greatest neglect
appears. 1 find it stated, ““There is a dreadful stinking tank or ditch at the back of the
Turk’s Head, where the magistrates always meet, and the public enter by this filthy
place.”

The reply of the Local Committee to the queries of the Commissioners states, “The
facilities for drainage are remarkably oood 3 and continues, there are not any public
drains,—such drains are very desirable in this parish.” Inanother answer to the question
16, « If the courts and alleys inhabited by the poorer classes are_cleansed by appointed
scavengers, they reply, ¢ No, consequently they are in a filthy condition.’ 2y Thereis no
place where the working classes are allowed to bathe, nor any public walk or place of
exercise.

The British and Foreign School, with 140 children, was badly ventilated, few of the
windows open at the top. Thereis a preity good play-ground. The mortality of parts of
this town is said to be no less than 4 per cent., and the increase in 10 years from 1831 to
be 33 per cent., showing that a high rate of mortality is not inconsistent with a rapid
increase of population. _

Having scen the neglected state of the poorer classes_in Wednesbury, we might hope to
find an Improvement in the neighbouring town of Bilston, but this is by no means
the case; on the contrary, the courts, alleys, and strects occupied by them are in a still
worse condition than in Wednesbury, and we cannot but consider them a disgrace to the

' country. The town of Bilston was a few years since stricken with a visitation of cholera,
more dreadful in its ravages than any place in the kingdom, owing, doubtless, in great
measure, to the neglect of cleanliness which prevailed there. There is now a building,
bearing in large letters the words « Cholera School,” raised by subscriptions for aid of the
orphans of that calamitous period. Great exertions were then made for improvement in
cleansing and ventilation, and we might have hoped that so severe a warning would not so
soon have been forgotten by the people themselves or the authorities of the country.
At present the places inhabited by the poorer classes are as much neglected as ever;|f the

* Notes,

4 The following entries anpear:—

¢« 1V hitehouse-square—Filthy choked up privies, and dirt holes overflowing.

“ High Bulleyn—Open drains, full, and stinking.

¢ Ledbury's-buildings—Filthy open privies ; stagnant liquid filth and receptacles ; bad water generally,
opposite court bad privies.

"‘. }g\gu:es opposite Turk’s Head—Open recepfacle of liquid filth.”—237S. Nofes.

T INofes.

§ Report of Local Commitlee, query 16.

Such notices as these are frequent in our notes on thespot: ¢ Filthy open privies, no water, no drain.”

« Green stagnant puddles.”—Niss Webley’s Court.

« Open terrible drains,.no water but by buying.”—Bullock’s Fold.
— Open privies, pig-sties, filth, and ashes;” “ Open drain, full of filth.”—Buck’s Buildings.
F ‘1' ;I‘hree had the fever in our house (said a woman), one died; privy full, filth overflows."—Workhouse

old.

|! Of court owned by Miss Hill—* Filthy state; stench very bad; terrible throughout; from 30 to 50
families with ehildien live here; no water; very bad open privies.”

Green Craft Hall Court—* very bad, no fall or drain.” —MS. Noles. ©

:;Igng?’;; Entry and six courls in Temjle street—very bad ; pig-wash very bad smell, worse than privies.”
—AI8. Noles.
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courts, alleys, and small streets are not.inspeeted or cleansed, and are fer the most part APPENDIX.
in a disgracelul state; injurious to the health of the people, and destruciive of all habits Reos

. . . o S how : 7 ; .
of decency and self-respect. In one point they are better off than in Wednesbury, as Birfxllji?'nrg ;:m

there is a water company from Dudley supplying part Vof the town and the richer classes 4 other Towns, by
with water. Nevertheless I heard many complaints; and the reply of the Lecal Com- R, A. Slaney, Esq.
mittee states (No. 32), “ The poorer classes are supplied chiefly from pump or draw ——
wells, and by supplies fetched in pails from the water-engines, often at a considerable dis- Bilston.
tance, and by begying 5" and again, where there is no such supply (from the company),
«« which is mainly the case, complaints arc universal.”*

The town possesses tolerable advantages for drainage, but there are not any regula-
tions for draining the town or district,” the only drains being onc or two 1 the main
strects, whilst the most crowded distriets are totally negleeted.  “ There are several courts
within courts with no sewerage, and the surface-drains very bad and stagnant; mo
cleansing, no privies, but with vaults open to ashes and rubbish; stench always bad. The
inhabitants have no water but what they buy at a halfpenny per peail, or fetch a long
way. All the worst places might casily be drained by small branch culverts leading to

those now in the main street near.”’} -

The mortality has been stated to be as high as 3-4 per cent. on the population, and
in bad places 4-5 per cent.—a fearful conscquence of neglect. The general mortality,
however, on an average of three years, 1840, 1841, and 184‘23 was stated by the superm-
tendent registrar, Mr, Payne, of Wolverhampton, as 628, being 3-1 per cent,, and one of
the highest of any town in this vicinity. The population has increased from 14,490, in
1831, to 20,180, in 1841, being an increase pf 33 per cent., or one-third, in 10 years.
During this rapid inercase no proper regulations for health, decency, or comfort seem to
have been attended to!

Wost Bromwich, a few miles from Birmingham, has one strect of good houses along the  West Bromwich.
turnpike-road, with adjacent small streets and courts; the rest of the people (near
97,000 in number) are spread over a large parish, in mining villages, or groups of houses

built with little regularity. The streets in and near the town are folerably well laid
out; but many have never been paved. . _

There is no drainage, or any regulations for it, or for cleansing any oi: the places whqre
the working classes reside. The alleys, small streets, and TOWS of smali houses are quite
neglected ; puddles, filthy open drains, pigsties. and open privies are secn on all sides.]
The stench from many of these is so bad i summer that the superintendent of police
said, at night he changed his road to avoid them, or stopped his nose in passing. The
population, however. is not much crowded’ together, from the dispersed situation of the
different groups of dwellings.  If, owing to this circumstance, the cffect of this negl?ct of
all sanatory regulations is less injurious to healih, still it 1s very hurtful to all habits of
decency an cleanliness, especially among children and the female sex.§] o .

There is no supply of water, but from wells, and some pumps; the water is sometimes
indifferent, and the pumps often out of order. . _ - '

The same state of things prevails, says the intelligent inspectior of police, and as we
can partially confirm, in “all the adjacent populcus parishes inhabited by the same
classes. Some places are worse than others, but all, except in the main streets, quite

neglected.”** ) L .
The West Bromwich national school appeared dirty, and in indifferent order, with the

" windows broken, the privies full, and the ventilation bad, and little neatness about it;

there was a play-ground, but very damp and neglected. .

This populous place has, however, onc advantage scarccly found in any other town
similarly situated. A benevolent proprictor, the Earl of Dartmouth, ha_s reserved a
ficld of about four acres, which is walled round and kept in order. This he lends at
different times of the year, for the use of the poorer inhabitants. at wakes and festivals,
who enjoy themselves, under the management of a committee of subscribers, In athletic

orts, races, and rustic exercises. They and their families assemble in crowds, proper
rules are established, and no disorder occurs; whilst thousands enjoy their harmless holi-
dav. Some raised seats are crected for the comnmittee, and a card of the pastimes, which
ave suited to tho humble classes, is printed beforchand. A small subseription is entered
into for prizes to the competitors. I have reason to believe this nobleman adopted this

lan to wean the people from bull-baiting and other crucl amusements, by substituting
something better in their place. He scems to have suceeeded completely in his laudable
object; and we carnestly hope his example may be followed by many others, being con-
vinced that, by a little considerate kindness towards the workmen, and by providing for
them some occasional harmless amusements, they might be led from meetings _prejudlcml
to them, and from drinking-shops, which are now their only resorts for any excitement.

* Report of Local Commitiee.
+ Report of Loeal Commuttee.

1 MS. Notes. o ] )
I Row out of Moore-street, 11 houses—* Privies full and open; bad water; no drains; pig elose ; no

ash holes;” poor woman says, “ the smell has made her bad many times.”—S. Nofes.

Elsewhere, * stinking cesspools,” &e. &ec. ] . )
o « A lare porfion of the liquid refuse is {hrown into the water-courses, and in many instances remawms

stagnant on the surface, which is very offensive.~—Local Report.

** MS. Notes. ] ] _ .
++ By an account of the West Bromwich wake sports in 1813. it appears the whole cost did not exceed

18/.10s., which was raised by subseription s this included prizes for foot-ball, various kinds of foot-races and
other sporis, adapted to amuse the working classes.
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Stourbridge.

King’s Swinford.

Kidderminster,

APPENDIX o SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY

Before leaving our outline of the towns in the Great South Staffordshire Coal-field, it
s agreeable to be able to except from the complaints made the town of Stourbridge.
This place, with a population of above 7000, is in its general aspect of cleanliness, and in

py improved drainage, a favourable contrast to many of the towns before deseribed.

There is a local Act, with powers for paving, draining, lighting, and cleansing, and its
provisions secem well attended to, though defective on one or two points ; even here, how-
ever, there is no mode adopted for clearing away all filth and refuse from crowded places
by contract, and enforcing cleanliness upon a regular system. .

The night-soil and ashes are only removed by farmers, who purchase them from time
to time, and the smaller streets and courts are imperfectly cleansed, by order of the Town
Commissioners.

The supply of water is tolerable from wells and pumps, but many of the people, where
the water is hard, are obliged to purchase soft water from water-carts, at a halfpenny for
five or six gallons.

This town contains many opulent inhabitants, and its general aspeet is that of improve-
ment. There is, however, no public walk or place for exercise; no place where the
poorer classes are permitted to bathe ; and our intelligent informant, in replying to the
question as to the state of the schools for the labouring classes, says, “ There is a great
want of play-ground for the children; the want of it forces them into thoroughfares, and
to frespass on private property.”

In the immediate vicinity of this neat and flourishing town is a large straggling and
populous hamlet of King's Swinford, called by the appropriate name of “ Lye a waste.”
These waste people arc almost all nailors; their houses, or rather huts, are of all forms,
grouped in two, three, or more together, over a wide space. Filthy open ditches, heaps
of rubbish and dirt surround their neglected habitations; disorder and poverty appear
on all sides; there are no regulations or attempts at improvement.®

Iidderminsier.—The populous town of Kidderminster is situated within a few miles of
Stourbridge, though not belonging to that class of towns we have been describing.
It is at some distance from the mining districts, and the inhabitants are chiefly occupied
and supported by the manufacture of carpets. As, however, it is in this neighbourhood,
it may be well to give here a short account of the state of it.§

This town has many natural advantages, being situated on a declivity, with the viver
Stour passing through it as a ready drain; the soil is a porous sandstone, and the water
supplied from wells is generally good and plentiful. '

The streets where the richer classes live are open and well-drained ; but the small
streets, alleys, and courts inhabited by the working classes are much neglected, and are in
want of drainage and cleansing; the rain water, fogether with slops thrown from the
houses, often lying in stagnant puddles in the ill-made surface gutters.

The privies in all such courts and entries are constructed with open vaults, into which
ashes and refuse are thrown; they are frequently full and overflowing, and causing a
noisome smell; seldom are clean or attended to, one often serving for several houses.
They are never cleansed regularly, and must, with the dirt collected round the houses
and the cesspools, which are not unfrequent, be the cause of loss of health in many cases.

I visited and examined, in company with an intelligent medical gentleman, the worst
parts of the town, and he stated his strong opinion, that the health, comfort, and morals
of the poorer classes in all these neglected districts were much injured by the evils before
described, and which the powers of the local Act were entirely ineffective to remove.

These points, together with some obstructions to the drainage, are stated in a candid
spirit in their Report by the authorities and principal inhabitants of the town, who appear
desirous for improvements, and anxious for powers to effect them. ‘

" 'The answers given by the Local Committee to three of the most important questions
framed by the Commission will show the state of many parts of this populous town, and
are as follows :—

Q. 8. “ Have the houses proper necessarics, &e. &e. 7—A. The nccessaries are usually
common to many houses; they open into cesspools uncovered, and arc a constant source of
putrid exhalations, the frequent cause of fever, and some of the greatest nuisances in the
town.”

Q. 11, “ Are there any local regulations in force for the systematic drainage of the

* It is said that these persons were most of them enfranchised for votes for the county in some confest
of past times. :

+ The following are extracis from notes on the spot :—

. “Some very bad places, narrow courts up close entrances, bad surface drains, stagnant filthy cesspools
In rardens—Queen-street back and front. Jerusalem, Mouth of Nile—bad. Pantile-row—very bad cess-
pool. New-street—fever. Courts on west side of Mill-street—very bad narrow courts, obliged to stoop to
enler; damp and trickling with foul drain, the only outlet; open privies.—AS. Nofes.

* Tan-bank, back of Waterloo-sireet—filthy open stagnant ditch from privies. Daddle-brook pounds
up gardens and cellars in Blackhall-street and Swan-street. Nailors entry and narrow entries. Blackhall-
street—very bad indeed, privies open, bad stench, pig-sties, filth, &e.

** Entries in Mill-strect—very damp. Duncan’s-building—privies common to many, open to view, disgrace-
ful state, cleaned irregularly by sale, 5s. for 10 houses, sold three weeks since, never fetched by farmer.
;’J;}rsﬁe]d and the Balteries-——two rows of small houses, nasty open gutter and bad smell, have plenty of

all.

* The square Bowdley-road——open privies, heaps of filth, muck-holes full, well of waler between two
muck-holes.

** Some houses are built back to back in Pantile-row, and some other streets and courts are closed up at
the end.”— Reply of Local Committee.
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district 7—A. There are local regulations under the Act, but no systematic drainage ;
such as the drainage is it is defective, and occasions the accumulations of refuse, and the
emission of offensive smells.” .

Q. 16.  Are those courts and alleys which are inaccessible to carts, and inhabited by
the poorer classes, cleansed by appointed scavengers, &ec.?—A. It is never done, and
there are no appointed scavengers.”

After these statements, it would be useless to extend our description; but I mayadd
—there is no water company, or service by pipes! the school-rooms for the poor are gene-
rally indifferently ventilated, and have no play-grounds; the necessary vaults open and
often offensive !*

I now have to state the gencral condition of three towns in North Staffordshire,—
Burslem, Hanley,} and Longton?, where the people are chiefly occupied in the potieries;
and of Newcastle-under-Lyme, an ancient town of the same vicinity. These towns have
all some points in common, which may be first noticed; and their points of difference will
be afterwards noted. The three pottery towns§ are of comparatively recent date, having
risen and increased with the trade which chiefly supports them. They are built in an
irregular and rather dispersed manner, on moderate declivities affording good fall to
water, and have the advantage of the houses not being packed close together ; and some-
times gardens, or intervals of unoccupied land separate groups of dwellings. The
principal streets are tolerably wide and open. On the other hand, these towns bear all
the marks of their recent origin; they have no sufficient powers by Act of Parliament for
adequate drainage|, cleansing, or the removal of nuisances: and the condition of the
courts, alleys, and narrow streets, where the poorer classes reside, is in almost all these
particulars greatly neglected, to the injury of their health and the destruction of their
comfort, and all habits of decency.q]

The same remarks as tp the want of attention to the state of the lower orders may be
applied to the ancient town of Neweastle, placed in a very advantageous position, and
having many local advantages. Though the authorities have a local Act for cleansing and
improving the borough, and by the Municipal Corporation Act the town council act as
Commissioners to carry it into cffect, little is done for the health or comfort of the large
majority of the poorcr‘inhabitants. The main streets are generally open and well drained,
but there are many narrow entries, alleys, and courts, quite neglected.**  Some new streets
of sufficient width are unpaved and undrained, and although the water is generally good
in quality, frequent complaints were made by the poor women, that the public pumps,
from which many were supplied, were out of order,t} or gave an inadequate supply.
Part of the town is supplied by pipes, and the whole might in the same way be easily
furnished with this indispensable necessary at a moderate cost, from an.unfalhng sourece.

A few cxtracts from the returns of Jocal committees will exemplify the statef} of
these several places, and some matters peenliar to each. None of the pottery towns have

* St (George's National School is well ventilated, but badly warmed and no play-ground; open privy ;
stench dreadful in hot weather, says a boy. Girls’ school well warmed by stove, privy bad.”—»MS. Notes.
+ The followine ecomparison of the mortality of two districts in the township of Shelton (part of

Hanley) is of much interest.

Comparative Mortality of two Districts for Siz Years, from Augustl, 1837, to August 1, 1843,
from the Registrar's Account; sent by J. B, Davis, Esq., Member Royal College of Surgeons,

London,

No. 1, including Hill, John, and Albion-streets, parts of Lechfield, Bethesda, High and Broad-streets,
Bagnall, George, and Cannon-streets, containing in June, 1841, 839 inhabitants, being well-drained, venti-
lated, and kept clean, and pretty well supplied with wafer: deaths, in 6 years. 85 persons. o

No. 2, including King, Queen, Princess, Castle, New, Cambridge, Oxford, and Buck-streets, containing
921 inhabitanis in 1841, being badly drained ; ventilated ; houses much crowded, always dirty, badly sup-
plied with water; deaths, in 6 years, 171 persons, reducing the pepulation of No. 2 to that of No. 1: deaths
stand (in No. 1) 85, in No. 2, 156, or nearly double, i. e. abore 3 per cent. per annum. .

4 In Longton there is a good supply of water from reservoirs through pipes, “but ne regulations for
draining, except those by the surveyors of hichways under the general Act. There are no pubhe scaven-
gers. A large proportion of the liguid refuse is thrown into the water-courses; it either soaks into the
sub-soil or remains stagnant on the surface.”—Report of Local Commiliee. . )

§ © In Hanley the water brought by pipes is of very indifferent qualily ; purer water is brought in water-
carfs and sold at a halfpenny per pailful.  Good water is much wanted, and might be had from a pure
spring at Washerwell."—Report of Local Commillee. ) ]

| ** The principal streets in Hanley are drained under the Highway Act only; there are no regulations
for the draining of the dack strects, courts, or alleys ; behind the dwellings of the poor there are zenerally
open drains to carry off the surface water and refuse from the houses, which the occupiers of land use for
manuring the meadows ; this occasions a great nuisance.”— Repor? of Authorities. . .

4 « Burslem—Old and New Bag-street and couris very bad; open privies, filth overflowing; causing,
said the people, a sad stench in summer.” “ Navigation-sireet—Bad, open sewer in front,” &c. &e.—2f8.
Notes, confirmed by the report of Local Commitiee and Chief Constable. .

There is no dramage but under the Highway Aet.

** Back of Friars—** New filthy open privies, cesspools, pig-sties; very bad.” Back of Corn-street—
“ TPad open drains, to float meadow with sewer waler.”’—AS. Nofes. . .

++ Public pump in Pump-street, Higher land—* out of order for a forinight {ill now. Drayton-street
sadly plagued for want of water for weeks from pump, say the women.”—AfS. Nofes. . .

44 Burslem—* Daniel’s-row—Sithy open drain. Hole Houses--very damp, opea dirty drains. Fll,t_h_v
open n}ud-hole, near Old Church, receiving sewers and filth in a populous neighbourhood, for manure.”—
MS. Noles.

« Great complainis of want of water near Old Church, obliged to carry it from spring, & quarter of a
mile off, and scant supply there.”— a8, Nofes. .

« Hanley is cleaner than Burslem; Swan-street and Chapel-fields unpaved ; no drain; damp courts ;
open stagnant drains.”

« Marsh-sireet—All complain of want of water; no water company as at Burslem ; water purchased
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any open or public walks, or any places where the working classes are permitted to bathe.
These towns are in one point superior to the mining towns, as the vz}ults of the privies
art generally. however 1mperfectly, covered over, which is seldom indeed the case in
the latter. There are many small gardens let to the working classes near Newcastle, and
they enjoy the rare advantage of some good public walks, well laid out, and planted in its
immediate vicinitv. These want some stone benches.  The national school of the town, with
232 hoyson the books. is very close, and wants ventilation very much,” according to the
statement of the master.  The girls’ school also requires improvement. Those conveniences
necessary for health and cleanliness were much neglected at the boys’ school. The mor-
tality of Newcastle. notwithstanding its many natural advantages, is near 2-8 per cent. on
the population, probably owing in a great measure to the want of proper regulations
before described.®  The chief employment in this place is the manufacture of hats, which
has long been established there. The population in 1841 was about 10,000, having
inereased from 8500 in 1831—about 16 per cent. in ten years.

1 now proceed to give a short account of the state of some county and other towns
situated at considerable distances from each other, and having no particular common
character. They are not dependent on any single manufacture, and may probably be
considered as fair samples of the older English towns. Shrewsbury,y the county town of

at a halfpenny a pailful; filthy open drains close fo houses ; foul ditch near houses dammed up for irriga-
tion."—AIS. Noles. L

_ < There are no regulations for draining back streets, courts, and alleys ; the only regular scavenger is the
rain.”— Report of Local Commillce. ]

¢ Longton—Gallamore’s Bank; small houses, very bad open privies; refuse in heaps; puddles; no
channels ; water plenty; 2d. per week.” Back of Flint-street and George-street no drain. )

Mayer’s-courf—many small houses; open filthy drains and puddles; open privies. New Bridge-sireet
and Waterloo-street, very bad. i

 Mayer's Passage—filthy open drain; many complaints. Green-dock, very bad. Paradise-row, * bad
cesspools.” Daisy bank—flth, pig-sties, &c. Chillock’s lane—* open drain.” * Meat won't keep,
say women.”—2AIS. Nofes.

Neweastle. Baeck of Union-sireci—open filihy privies, running over into the street. Pump-sireet—
open stagnant drain; choked; many complain, it was so for three months. Courts at back of Pump-
street-—very bad ; open privies ; stagnant water. Cross-sireet—lower side overflowed from rain; no drain,
¢ Drayion-street—very bad ;" so Mill-pool, fiithy drain, enters in front of the barracks.—AS. Nofes.

Newcasile. Lower-street, back of lodging-house—filthy places; cesspools, &e. Court—upper side
“ very bad.” Second Court very bad; filth running down the passage. Blue Ball Entry—open privy;
choked dram; dry pump. Couris Breeches-squase, very bad. Back of Old Churchyard—open drain ; very
bad. Back of Holborn—* Open rivulet, receiving filth and drains in the midst of the fown.” Court near
«side,” soughs stopped ; landlords do nothing.” .

Newcastle—Fine spring wells, want cleaning, road and stone work round want improvement. Dung
lieaps and gathered manure in all courfs, and waste coraers in heaps. ] o

Filthy open privy at alms-house, filthy court below, open filthy ditch across Bridge-street, a principal
street. Rath-street—back yards bad, open privies, pigs; all streets unpaved. Hayle-street—back courts
and yards * very bad” Princess-street—not paved, bad drain.—MS. Noles.

Newcastle—All on the Stoke-road without drains and badly off for water. Fever near Hartshill church
frem want of drains. Gaswork-road—courts in Bath-street very bad, privies, pig-sties, &c. Corporation
house in Penkull-street—hack premises a nuisance, full of filth. Yard of Golden Lion—large open cess-
pool in the heart of the town, &e.—MS. Nofes.

Baek of London-row—* privies full, ash-holes, sad stench.”—A2IS. Nofes.

“There are no fixed rezulations for draining the town, consequently many parts of it are without public
sewers, the filth allowed to accumulate in courts and alleys.

“ Tn the modern built parts of the town where no sewers have been consiructed, the refuse and slops are
{hrewn into the water courses.—Reply to Questions by Mayor aund Local Commitlee.

* An intellizent inhabitant says, ¢ The refuse from the houses is flung into one promiscuous heap con-
tiguous to each property, and removed when it is incapable of receiving more.” The same respectable
authorily says, * there are now 600 Irish in the fown,” (mast of the lowest class) anid he remembers as a
vouth when there was only one in the place, in an English family.—2r. Aayer’s Lelter.

+ Shrewsbury. Connal's Lodging-house, Castle Foregate—** pigs at back,” cess-pool, no drain, privy
very bad. Dykes-street-*bad, no drain.” Evan’s-street—<* filth, refuse, &e., in open dirty heap, full, no
drains.” Beacall’s-street—no drain, offensive smell from pig-sty. Bagley Brook—at back of houses open,
very bad receiving sewers.— S, Nofes.

Edward’s-buildings—drain from street under passage of house, “smells dreadful,” say women near; ** can-
not live in the house jur the smell ; worse than a privy.”—MS. Notes.

Castle Foregate—* no under-ground drain over most of this populous district; slops thrown into the
street.

John's-row—front houses, © the privies are earthen sieins emplied once a forinight inio ashes in front,
close {0 the public road. No soft water without buying it.”

Castle Foregate—clay-pits, houses low and damp, privies full, and so for six weeks; *‘prevent them,”
say poor women, *eating their food below stairs.” Jones-row—* sough stopped, filth enough to breed a
fever,”— A8, Nofes.

Back of Dolphin-row—* open filthy sough, pig-sties, sad steneh;” culvert at back not opened. *“No
pipe-water higher up, thongh much needed.”—AS. Nofes.

Brocas’s-buildings —* Stagnant cesspools at back of full privies, overflowing, very bad indeed; no
regular clearing of privies, ashes, or refuse; old man, F. Horner, clears at a penny per barrow, and mixes
it at top of the garden, close to the road.”—MS. Note.

* Bad smell from gas-waler in the scum on surface of Shropshire Canal, passing through part of the
town, kills the fish for a mile, owing to ihe washing of the gas-works being permilted 1o escape.”—** Bad
open difch near Oswald’s houses.” ~ Row near Canal Tavern—* bad open drain.'—3IS. Notes.

Castle Foregate.—Birch's-buildings, 12 houses—no drain; open channel, choked with filth, coming inlo
road, * privies with tubs curried out from time to time.”

Hayledine’s-square—* bad surface-drain, &c. &e. Varlous other places in a neglecied stale.

Back of British and Foreign School—* Filthy open drain, midden, and offensive pig-sties,” one close
under the window ; orivies want improvement ; also venfilution of girls’ * school,” floor damp.—J378. Noles.

Public walk frotn English Bridge tfowards Castle quite newlected, broken up, and ruinous; if well
kept, of great beauty and ulility, being * close to the river.”

Coleham—Many places neglected. Mrs. Poole’s buildings—filth depesited in open drain, very bad;
privies emptied with tubs once a fortnight info Severn; dirt and siops thrown down in the court ; ““no neigh-
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Shropshire, is situated on the Severn, which serves as a natural drain to it. The more

ancient and principal part of the town (which was formeriy walled round, and of con-
siderable strength) is placed on a gentle elevation of the red sand-stone, with the river
flowing almost yound it in form of a horse-shoe, so as to possess every natural advantage
for beng kept clean. It has, however, beyond the river four suburbs, reaching alor?g
four different roads, being outlets from the town. One, called the Abbey Fgregate,
chiefly consists of good houses in one wide street, and is kept in good order. The others

called Frankwell, Castle Foregate, and Colcham are, in great measure, inhabited by thé
working classes. A small part of each is cceasionally liable to be flooded by the Severn
(2 mountain river) or its tributaries, and all of them are much neglected as regards
drainage and cleansing. A good supply of water,found in the centre of the town, thl%ugh
pipes laid down by a company, only extends partially to the suburbs. The main streets
are wide, and have a good declivity ; but a great portion of the most populous part of
the place is lamentably m want of improvement, and the inhabitants suffer severely for
want of it. Some of the answers to the questions of the Commission, drawn up by an
intelligent committee of inhabitants, under the sanction of the mayor and town-clerk, will
give a general description of the main points :—

Q. 6. “What are the regulations for draining the town?”—A. “There are no
general regulations for draining the town, and none whatever as to the suburbs.” “ The
suburbs of the town are not under-drained, as also portions of the town.”—* There are
several open ditches in the suburbs from which noisome smells arise.”—* Very many of
the dwellings of the poorer classes have no necessaries, and it is a source of very great
discomfort to the poor, injurious to their habits and feelings, and occasions a great public
nuisance. Even the better class of houses are inefficiently supplied.”—“Thereis a service
of scavengers who cleanse the streets within the walls, but do not go info the suburbs, nor
enter the courts and alleys.” ‘

The evils arising from this state of neglect were amply shown on visiting the district
in question. Many complaints were made by the poorer inhabitants as to the want of
the means of decency and cleanliness round their dwellings, of their health in some cases
suffering from these causes, and of the insufficient supply of water they received from the
pipe service; and in other places their difficulty of procuring itatall. Many of these evils
might casily be remedied with proper exertion, though additional powers are requisite to
enforce and keep up adequate improvements.

This town has the advantage of a fine public walk, adorned with fine trees, and beauti-
fully situated on the banks of the Severn. The population of this town is 18,285; in
183] it was 21,297. The mortality, including, however, the County Infirmary, is 2-6 per
cent., which might be much diminished with proper precautions.

Chester, the county town of Cheshire, is finely situated on a site of moderate elevation,
on the banks of the river Dee. It has many natural advantages, which, if properly used,
would cause it to be a healthy city. At present, owing to the neglect which prevails as to
drainage, cleansing, and a good supply of water to the poorer classes, the mortality, including
the County Hospital and Gaol, amounts to no less than 3 per cent., being higher than the
neglected district round Wolverhampton. There is no particular manufacture carried on
here; but this place is the town of supply to a large and opulent district round it. The
same neglect which has Dbeen deseribed as prevailing in Shrewsbury and other places, as
regards the narrow streets, alleys, and courts inhabited by the working people, prevails in
Chester. In several of the principal streets there is no effective drainage. There are
stagnant cess-pools and ditches of an offensive kind in several places; open privies, over-
flowing with filth, are often seen; churchyards crowded with bodies are situated in the
midst of the town ; and the supply of water is often inadequate and dear. It appears
useless to report in long detail the same evils which we have scen set forth in other towns,
and which exist here in all the more crowded places where the poor dwell. A few are
mentioned in the notes.*

bour is healthy, there is a bad smell in all weathers” says one poor woman. Factory yard—full of
filth, pigsties, &e.; many small houses, no wafer but from Severn. Back Coleham. Hayledine's
Houses—privies overflowing: nodrain; very bad smell ; many other neglected places of a sinular kind.—
MS. Notes.

Shrewsbury. Barker-sireet, Hart’s buildings Court—full privies, very bad: drain from above brings
fillhy water “info open place; the people complain bitterly of the stench; no water. Shiper’s-
street, ditto. No sewer in Claremont-street, Hill’s-lane, or Belmont. Taylor’s-buildings, out of small
close passage entrances to seven houses, very bad; no wafer, no privies, nn ash-finles ; flth and slops
thrown into open channel; poor inmates complain sadly of the stench ; slaughter-houses an'l most offensive
heaps of dung and offal close.—J3/S. Noles. .

Mason's-street—many small houses ; bad open channel; no ash-holes; no water but carried from the
river. Sheeps’-head-street—12 houses. King's-head-sirect—Several; no water; no privies; 1o ash-
holes; both in a disgraceful state. Carnarvon-lane—nine houses, ** utierly without conveniences of
any kind, or waler.” Frankwell. —Rookery, seven houses; * open filthy privies, echoked; open diam and
cesspool, enough fo breed a fever; no waier; many complaints. Other neglected places, but not so bad.”

Opposite Circus-row and near 30 louses in St. Austin's-row is a large open receptacle for the filth
bronght down by the eommon sewers, called the mud-holes. It is kept in a slagnant state {o be sold for
manure, thouah the river is close with a good fall. This is a dreadful nuisance close toa public walk,
and injurious to a considerable neighbourhood. —A1S. Nofes.

Courts in Foregate street—privies full ; open vaults; piz-sties; ash-holes full: authorities never cleanse
courts or small streets.  “The women complain much of the dirt and smell.”—WS. Nofes.

* Chester.—Whitehouse-court, Swan-court, &c.—quite neglected ; stagnant ditch ; pavement foll of
puddles, filth, &e.; three pig-sties. “ Ve are ulmost ;;oisunEd out of the place,” says a decent woman.—=
AS. Noles. )

Love-lane and courls—open privies ; stagnant difch ; no drain or water. Union-street—courls into very
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12 APPENDIX 7o SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY

The schools for the children of the working classes partook of the general character of
those visited, varying however with the intelligence and zeal of the managers and com-
mittee. 1 find the following account in my notes on the spot; though the answers of
the local committee was of a more favourable kind, as was frequently the case. I am
able to add that the authorities and intelligent inhabitants evinced every desire for im-
provements, and have lately made considerable exertions to effect them.

The population of the city of Chester appears to have been
in 1841, above 24,000,
in 1811, 17,472,

The mortality (including however the Gaol and County Hospital, amounted in 1842 to
720, or three pet cent. The Poor-rates correspond with this high rate of mortality, being
Detween 4s. and 5s. in the pound. .

Wresham, a borough and county town of Flintshire, in North Wales, was visited as.
a sample of such towns in the Principality. I regret to have to report so much neglect
of all necessary precautions for the health, decency, or comfort of the habitations of the

oorer classes. . Instead of going into details, which will only be a repetition of what we
Eave seen the case in other places, it appears better to give the answers of the Local Com-
mittee™ to some of the most important questions of the Commission. The Committee
deseribe the bed of the small river flowing through the town * as obstructed by gravel
and rubbish. and flooding the neighbouring cellars and main drains to a considerable
extent.” That this obstruction is ** chiefly to be attributed to five dams crected within
the township in the last 40 years, and is daily increasing. There are no regulations for
drainage, except those vested in surveyors of highways. The whole of the filth on one
side of the town is conveyed into a meadow in the town, where large open ditches are cut
for its reception and retention in a stagnant state, and from which an abundant exhalation
of miasmata avises. There are no proper decent necessaries belonging to the houses of
the lower classes, and the state of those which do exist is most disgraceful and offensive.”

There is no service of scavengers; no cleansing the courts or alleys, where the poorer
dlass live; no supply of water but from wells and pumps, and this often complained of.
« Many of the lower classes collect dung and filth from the roads, and keep it up against
their houses for sale, which is only removed once a-year.”

Owing to the natural advantage of having a good fall, and the people not being so
crowded together as in the larger towns, this place has not so large a nunber of annual
deaths per cent. in the population as might be expected. It must be, however, almost
unnecessary to remark that the moral habits, comforts, and decencies of life of the poorer
classes are greatly injured by the circumstances described ; and that the health of all

bad; slops in channel ; filthy open ditch, “enough to peison any one,” Says the surveyor himself; plenty
of fall. In Boughton—open drains; maanure in open street; Glth in puddles ; no water.——A1S. Nofes.

Stephen-street —no drain, no water; hones and filth collected; full of Irish; fever always prevails,
causing great expense; open dram by canal near Russell-street. George street—‘ open privies, filth,
manure, pigs ; stench, &e. very bad indeed.” George-sireet and William-streef, New Town—not paved or
drained ; never visited or cleaned. Yard for coliecting bones near is a great nuisance.—MS. Nofes,

Back of George-street—* open stagnant drain overflows the yards of all ihe houses.” Back of Brook-
street-—bad place near Wamburgh Churchyard. Row of houses near—bad state. Northgate-sireet—no
drain ; slops and water from water-closets pumped into the open street at night. Stagnant ditches on
Tower-field and race ground. Wall’s-lane—* no drain; dirty; very sickly.” Heaps of manure close to
houses.—AS. Notes.

Tower-fields—* an open, fetid, stagnant ditch, receiving many sewers close below the Gaol, Infirmary and
Stanley-place (full of the best housesj ; it is pounded up 1o float with; the smell at {imes very bad.” DBad
courts at back of Trinily-street—cesspools, &c. Various close courfs—very bad state. Britton’s Entry—
court within court;  very bad indeed ; ¢ there are many more,’ says the registrar, * the same.” "—MS. Noles.

Blue Coat School for boys—hbadly ventilated ; four windows out of six only open a sixth part at the
bottom; zood play-ground ; bad open privies. Consolidated Day-school—* 115 girls; privies small, very
bad ; ventilation and warming imperfect.” National School, Girls—* Fire-place for a stove; very cold or
hot ; windows don’t open well ; roof not plastered.”—AMS. Noles.

Diocesan National School—* 170 boys; fine room, not plastered on roof; wants ventilation and stoves;
no play ground ; privy open, drain and urinal dirty” Buitish and Foreign School, supported by Lord
Westminster (near 400 children)—** Good school-rooms, well ventilated by windows. Girls' school rather
cold in paris in winter; privies open vaults, require to he covered, and have drain; play ground wants a
little sioping and draining ; and a pipe and eock to each play ground, with a chained iron ladle to supply
water.—3{8. Noles.

Harrock’s Entry, Bridge-street—* very bad stafe.” Noake's-court—sad state; very populous: women
complain much. Boarding-scheol-yard, Bridge-street—privies, &e., in 2 shameful state. Holles-street
and Clare-court —not very bad privies; pig’s filth; stench. Old Quarry, Northgate-sireet —stagnant
long cesspool full of filth, &e. &e.

¥ This Committee was assisted by one of the magistrates of the counly and the vicar of the town, and
comprised some of the most intelligent and influential inhabitants.

Gitton’s-yard, York-street—pounded up filth received from drains; this, kept in the middle of the town
for manure, “ brings 1. per annum ; costs tiree times that in doctor’s bil),” says the inmate. * Hence
fever Edwards's-vard—same thing here, cesspools and filth. Inmale says, “never without sichness.”
—MS. Notes.

Yorkshire-square, and various other places—open drains, bad privies, manure and filth heaped up close
1& houses ; * privies overflowing.” Inmales complain, “ Cupboard smells so bad, it’s of no use.”—AIS.

oles.

Dirty piz-sties and cesspools in many courls; women complain of the stench. Barnham-yard —13
houses, midden, and privies full ; bad smell ; no water. Welch Entry, 7 houses—* very bad ; no drain ; no
water’ &e. Cu’ler’s Entry, ditto, &e., &c., &e.,

Burre brook runs through the town, receives all sorts of drains and §lth, is never cleansed ; there is a
bad smell in sammer, the bed is wide and straggling, full of rubbish, gradua'ly choking up.—MS. Notes.
M}Va{:t of water often complained of; national school badly veniilated ; other improvements wanted.—

. Noles.
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asses suffers likewise. The Poor-rate is stated to be very high, viz. 4s. 6d. in the
pound. The mortality appears to be 2-4 per cent.®

Gloucester is finely situated in the vale of the Severn, for the most part on a moderate
acclivity, and well placed for drainage. This however is very little attended to, and all
the poorer parts of the town, as regards sewerage, cleansing, the regular supply of water,
and the removal of nuisances, is greatly neglected. The answers of the local authorities
and committee to questions submitted to them, were as follows: “ There is no general
system of drainage.” “ In many parts of the town there are several stagnant pools and
ditches, the receptacles of filth and refuse of all sorts, very injurious to health, in some of
the most crowded parts of the city.”f “ In many parls of the town there are no proper
necessaries, often but one to ten or a dozen houses : they are frequently allowed to over-
flow.”

With respect to the courts and alleys being deansed, it is replied: “ In some parts, the
soil and refuse is brought out to the public scavenger. In other parts, amongst a dense
population, it isallowed to accumulate near the houses, and is afterwards sold for manure.”
The consequence of this neglect was witnessed throughout all the poorer parts of the
town in the same disgusting scenes that have been described in various other towns. Many
strects and courts are without pavement, drains, or cleansing.? Onelarge stagnant ditch,
called Dockham ditch, receives the filth from a populous vicinity, and isnever cleansed, but
allowed by its stench to corrapt the air, and spoils a good open public walk in the meadows
near. ‘This town has a fine suppply of water, by pipes at a high pressure, but it is not
carried to many populous parts of the town.

The return of the registrar shows a high rate of mortality :

"The population in 1831 was 13,686,
and in 1841 was 14,869.
The mortality in 1840 was 447, or 3 per cent.
1841 was 393, or 2'6 per cent.
s s 1842 was 430, or 2-88 per cent.
Average of three years, 423, or 2-8 per cent.

Some allowance is to be made for the County Infirmary within the city. To this indifferent
account of the state of Gloucester we are sorry to add, that on some flat ground belonging
to the corporation, but beyond the borough, and at some distance from the town, a suburb
of very poor houses (of one story only) are fast building, close to a filthy full ditch, and
without any drainage or regulations to prescrve health. The evil consequence of this
must in a short time be apparent; and the police already complain of the predatory habits
and bad example of many of the inhabitants. '

I was cnabled, besides visiting and examining closely the large towns before de-
scribed, to look into the state of Droitwich in Worcestershire, Wellington in Shrop-
shire, and other small towns, and am sorry to be obliged to report that great neglect of
proper sanatory regulations prevails in all of them, to the great injury of the inhabitants.
In almost every one of the smaller towns there is some suburb or assemblage of miserable
and neglected dwellings, the constant abode of fever or other disorders.

Tt is matter of remark also, that in many of thesc places a colony of poor Irish have
planted themselves, who are fast increasing in numbers: their habitations are habitually
dirty and neglected ; the frequent source of disease; and the inhabitants are generally,
from their frequent quarrels, and the bad example they afford to others, a great trouble
to the vicinity.

The general state of the poorer classes in large towns and populous districts, as affected
by the state of their dwellings, and the offices and conveniences belonging to them, is a
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matter of increasing interest to the country, and will more and more force itself on our
attention.

From the statements made and inquires instituted, it is evident the health and com-
fort of multitudes are greatly dependent on a good system of drainage, cleansing, and an
ample supply of water; all subjects beyond their control, and chicfly resting on laws or
municipal regulations, which it seems the duty of a wise and benevolent Government to
superintend and enforee.

It may, I think, be demonstrated, that as the health, and consequently the power to
labour, of the poorer classes is injuriously affected by the absence of proper provisions on
these points, that thereby their support from poor-rates or otherwise is thrown on the
other classes; it scems to follow, that judicious enactments on these just causes of
complaint would eventually be found measures of true cconomy, and would repay, with
compound interest, the necessary outlay to the country at large.

Laying aside, however, the important consideration of the health of these masses of
pcrsons,1 would venture to submit some reflections on other injurious consequences to
the community, which scem to arise from neglect as to the points alluded to.

“In visiting and examining the state of many populous towns, both during the inquiries

* By a return from the Registrar-General, it appears to be 2-4 per cent.on a population of 11,360, which
includes some rural districts.

+ Answers 6 and 7. * Norman’s-row—close court, very bad state.
the cholera was here.”—2aI8. Noles. )

1 Kay-court, Glass House-yard, and many courts in the island, and on each side Leather Boltle-lane, are
in a most filthy, neclected, and unhealthy state.—MS. Nufes.

Clear-streef and courts adjacent, Sweet Brier-streef, Milk-street and courls out, and various other
places, are in a filthy and disgraceful state. The © stench and dirt in one populous place, called Reform-
court, belonging fo a retired {radesman, was enough to breed a fever.”—AIS. Noles.

Out of 90 inhabitants, 30 died when
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i roperty by themselves or their agent, receiving weekly or beforehand the APPENDIX.
‘Appexprx.  instituted by the Commission of Health; and on former oceasions I have observed how 7 ;2:&2%213 tgeoillll ha%ita)nts. Although some mgy be led by brlifferen{ motives, yet, as a .
: — much the moral habits, the domestic manners, and the general demeanour of the poorer . oncral rule, it may be safely said their only object is to make the highest interest they Report on
Bl;rg?;tl:):m classes. are influenced by circumstances immediately aroun_d them ; and by nothing more ~ % ossibly can: without lookingr to any other consideration. ' ana]ii%fﬁgg"fﬁ, by
J§ and other'lgmvns,hy than the comfort or discomfort, the cleanliness or want of cleanliness, of their dwellings. I fear it may be shown, that as a mere matter of profic. (to a callous collector of R A, Slaney. Fsq,
i R. A. Slaney, Esq. This will be evident on attentive observation; and I feel confident that the absence of rents,) that the poorest and worst class of habitations pay the highest interest, as the
:‘ i the decencics of life, and the constant presence of disgusting and divty objects, gra- reckless and improvident always pay the highest prices. Thus, often the tramper’s
I Efwl g?nsteq}len?es Qually dCStmf‘S the moral feclings of the people, and renders them brutal, reckless, and lodging-house, the low brothel, and the poorest class of dwellings, pay to a stern and
3 } {’or‘;egﬁﬁla‘{ijf};‘ﬁ, drunken. The working man, returning to his homie, (which is often surrounded by dirt, unscrlﬁ)ulous owner the highest returns. 1t is true the returns are made from the pillage
4 all classes. with no provision for drainage or cleansing,) affected Ly the smell, and having no water of other classes, or 7udirectly taken from them through the medium of poor-rates or alms,
il for his use, readily resorts to the spirit shop or public house, where, in short-lived indul- but this is not thought of by the small capitalist, with no seruples to check him, and no
1 gence, he forgets his troubles. T he woman, neglected and peevish, visits, on her children, Jaws or reeulations To interfore with him.
I or her husband on his return, her vexation, and thus domestic brawls ensuc. It will Eencrally be found there are few persons of education or considerable property
Amid such scencs the children become hardened, carcless of cleanliness, wnused to resident in these crowded districts; with the exception of persons belonging to and busily
| order; and all the benefit derived from the best cducation which may be given is encaged in the learned professions, and master manufacturers, few others remain.
g destroyed by the constant evil examples they sce round their homes. This is especially Tfthe houses of the working classes are built by, or belonging to, master manufacturers,
' the case with the female scx, who, if early tainted by the disgusting scenes existing in the as is sometimes, but not very often, the case, they are almost always of a better class, and
i places described, and by the want of all decency and self-respect there exhibited, become with more convenicences about them than those bhefore deseribed ; in such case, however,
iE at a future day the nursing mothers of vice and wretchedness, instead of inculeating the workmen are not always frec agents to work for whom they please, and to make the best
A houschold virtues. I wish, however, independent of these considerations, of the lgss to bareain they can for their labour.
i the country from the inferior value of such persons as labourers, workmen, and artisans, It has beon observed, and constant experience in all the districts examined confirms it,
1 from their want of docility, perseverance, and industry ; to represent the cost and danger that there is a natural ’tendcnc)' arising from self-interest among the small capitalists for
1 arising from multitudes increasing every year, who have no homes which they value, and whom the poorer kind of houses are erected, to prefer a low class of cottage dwellings to
no feelings of interest to bind them fo the institutions of the country. These persons, . those of a letter description. Exceptions will always occur, but this will be found the
baving no property themselves, have no respect for the property of others; and thus we encral rule
find increasing numbers reckless in habits and conduct, ready at all times to join in dis- 8 It re wires forethousht and consideration, and a strong feeling in favour of decency
turbance and discontents, whether of a general or local nature, and requiring an aug- and cle'gllincss (that i;’ just the virtues which great masses of the working classes in
mented constabulary force to keep in order, and an additional vigilance to restrain. these n:z lectod la(l:cs e not) duly to cstimate S o valuo of officient drainage, proper
In all disorders which have taken place from time to time in any of our populous dis- convcnie%] cés toptheir houses ’au d a good supply of water always at hand. Thus, their
tricts, we shall find the neglected classes described constantly swelling those meetings or ant of the decencies of life i)re\-'ents their requiring them, and not being provided, their
43 mobs which have caused uneasiness to all other classes, and have been the source of great ::lr'lil dren are brought up in the same degraded state. This scems exactly the case in
o i cost to the country. which the judicim:l)s reoulations of a benevolent Government should be carried out to
) feel firmly assured that, as a matter of true cconomy, and, above all, as a matter } assist them S
N e touching the peace and safety of the country, it is absolutely necessary for Government fo j Tndependent, however, of the tendeney which exists in these populous places, among
= 2k take some effectual steps towards removing the evils described. The crowded and neg- all %mers to nrefor an inferior to a better class of dwellings, there is in the existing
- Bl lected state of the dwellings of the poorer classes in populous places, productive of so much : S;I:lt (())f the law alzld )1"1‘ctice as regards poor and other local rates, a direct inducement to ¢
- R evil, and exercising so injurious an influence on their characters and conduct, appears X che ersons to desircla ';nin(li’ﬁ'm'eni::3 instead of an improved kind of houses as investments.™
. to have arisen from circumstances greatly within our control, and to be mitigated, if not SuUl}:lc: the old Poor ‘Law the rents of many of the poorest houses were in some districts
d = removed, by well-considered 1'c_=gula,tions.* <1 s . : yaid out of the poor-rate. But in almost every place the lowest class of houses, partly
- BE The cause of this state of things appears to be the rapid increase in our town popu- ; throuch the incfliciency of the law, and partly through the difticulty of enforcing it, pay
4 lation within the present century, and the absence of any gencral 1_'ulcs as to the con- : scarceblf any of the local mtcs,, including the poor-rate. In some places they are
U struction or easements of houses erected; and as to sewerage, cleansing, and the supply s exoner}at{;d %)y local Acts,f in others excusc?d, and in all the imprqcticability of collecting p it of exempting
; of water, as regards the poorer classcs. ' ! the trifline Tate to be levied on cach inhabitant prevents its being regularly enforced. or excusing the
- e LR By the population returns, it appears that the number of manufacturers and workmen ; If att gt d. the constant excuses of the poor inhabitants, and their uncertain tenure, worst class of
- 1§ 3 living in towns was to the labourers in country districts as one to two in 1790. ﬁ . a, ctl;ntll) ¢ lection. and little is to be had unless by trouble and cost, exceeding the houses from local
. - In 1841 the proportions are exactly reversed, and the numbers of the foriner are to the | E;%;Znof tllli, i'(:)tte | In this manner, this low class of dwellings becomes virtually exempt rates. -
B Lo latter as two to onc. ; : = ' from burthens aid by those of an improved character. ‘Ihus a premium equal to what-
BN il - In 40 years, from 1800, agricultural labourers have increased from 40 to 45 per cent., aver is the amo?mt of the rate is added to the interest of capital laid out in this lower
B ; | }vlnlst workmen in towns alid manufacturing districts have augmented 120 percent., and { class of tenements, and is quite sufficient to_operate against building such as “'0‘}1‘] pay
 EhE ! in great towns much more. § . . . e . less interest by having the rates deducted from the rents, or the rents lower in con-
W _ This rapid increase will be found chiefly in the manufacturing districts; and since the sequence. which is the same thing. This is a bonus given for a bad set of dwellings,
- B improvement of the steam-engine, and its adaptation to machinery, our principal manu- 1; 1‘_11 2t ought to be for a good ot
o R factures are all carried on where our beds of coal are found. | b Iereas X 01;13 es. indeed, by local Acts the owners. of tenements under a certain annual
o i ' The increased demand for workmen in these districts called for additional dwellings, ; ln SOmel'pblc to the 1"1’teg (with a certain allowance) instead of the occupiers, and this
- BRI which have been erected, or run up, as the phrase is, in many instances with extraordinary | va ‘ﬁ ?eb 1at1 ¢ ase N dor the weneral law, and would remove one inducement now held
- TR celerity, and with no regulations to ensure those conveniences which are necessary for the ought 1o be he c 1 extend tl gene erable houses.t
. i ., health and comfort of the inmates. The great majority of houses for the working classe . out to continue and extend these miscr: e ' . - Com-
: ) : B Ty . 2 S ' A measure of this nature has been recommended in the Reports of the Poor Law Com
i - thus built are the property of small ca]_ntahsts, tradesrpcn, and others living on the spot, i missioners, frequently sngeested Dby local petitions, and was strongly supported by the
N . who gnly desire to make the largest interest on their money. Some are erccted by i Revort of’q Se?ect Cgmmft?‘.ec of the House of Commons in 1838, on a general Act of this
KSR building clubs, who are generally led by the same motive. Thus rows of small houses are tl " wh‘ich was laid before them, and on which much evidence was heard.§
¥ |1i A built by contract from time to time, the main object in almost all cases being to pack as 3 nature, as l ’ '
L EEERE many dwellings as practicable on any given quantity of land, and to build them at as i * In Chester, all houses of a low rate are exempted from paying to police rate; and in many places there
. K little expense as possible, consistent with their being let; consequently there is very little are scales of payment, giving lower rate to a lower clnss:. . ted not exceeding 6d. in the pound
o Thel outlay on any of those conveniences, which, though conducive to the comfort and decencies + Thus in Wolverhampion house% ["rom"}!‘ttollﬂzi ag(limi«:: ‘)h-;rf: gsntd‘ not exc g Gd. .
B 2 of life, are not essential to existence. Fll" 2‘:1‘] o l.oto 157, 1. dif 10_1
o MG Most of these small capitalists and proprietors of houses live on the spot, and super- From 157 to 207, 1s. 6d. ditto.
-+ From 20l to 30{., 2s. ditio.
" ERELLIS L * An abstract of the sfate of 51 of the principal towns, visited by the Commissioners, and where the From 307. and upwards, 2s. 6d. ditto, i
N R annual mortali'y on an average was the hizhest, was made as * bearing on the public health, and the condi- Vide Local Act for Wolverhampton, 54 Geo._ IL  June 17, 1§‘|4’.
N [é} 12 tion of the poorer classes of the people.” The main points inquired into, viz. :—1. Sewerage; 2. Cleansing ; 1 General Report on Sanatory Condition of Labouring Population, 1842. * Impolicy of exemptions, &e.,
1l i 3. Supply of water; were divided into goo, inditferent, had, and gave these results;— , . 999, . . .. enavment
say il Sewerage. Cleansing. Supply of Water. ) ) 1 § 1t seems perfectly practicable, as it would be also politic and just, to make provision that 1he.}l epaymen
AR 1 wood, 2 good. 6 good. Powers generally insuflicient and : of any money raised for improvements should be spread over & certain period, and repaid in suc 1.? w afz__;s
3‘55‘1 : 7 indifferent. 7 indifferent. 13 indifferent. . frequently neglecfed. 3 would cast on each proprietor or lessee of tlie property a proportion equivalent to his mttiliesldni;'ll:.mcstitf
! gill . 43 bad. . 42 bad. 32 bad. , . o ' Report on Sanatory Condilion of Labouring Population, 1842. The evils arising from "lel ll ic 1 the
igEaRl These towns comprise the seals of all the chiel manufactures of the kingdom, together with the four - ratine the ocenpiers of such tenements, is the injustice arising from 1t {o o}her cla§sea, as well shown
; g P principal sea-ports (after London), and contain a population exceeding three millions of persons. Repc?rt of the Poor Law Commissioners on Local Taxation, 1844, pp. 58, 59, 60, &c.
; % 2 + Abstract of pupulation returns.
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Report on
Birminzham
and other Towns, by
R. A. Slaney, Esq.

Evils from the
causes stated.

Evils fo women
from neglect of
sanatory regula-
tions.

16 APPENDIX t SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY

I fecl fully persuaded that a measure founded on this principle must be the ground-
work of improvement in the neglected districts described, and that without it, however
they may be made better for a time, they will soon sink into their former state.

It scems demonstrable that there cannot be two rates of interest in the same country
at the same time, and that if from a negligent practice under the law, or the fault of the
law itself, or from any other cause, we exempt a low class of dwellings from bu}'dens or
rates paid by a better, we thereby draw and direct capital towards mvestment in ‘these
miserable tenements, and multiply their numbers beyond what would be the case if the
rates fell equally on each. o

But we have seen by the various reports of different towns and districts, and by state-
ments derived from authentic sources from various quarters, that other things being
equal, the rate of mortality in any place is ordinarily regulated by the number of these
wretched meglected dwellings ;* and that the number of destitute, discontented, and

-

depraved persons is nearly in the same proportion.

1 have endeavoured to describe some of the evils arising from the want of proper
sanatory regulations in many of these crowded and neglected places. They may be
summed up as follows:— )

1st. Shortening the duration of the lives of the commumty.

9nd. Disease, suffering, and inability to work on the part of many who survive; the
causes of great cost to the country- ]

"3yd. Crime, theft, and the loss of property, which the police constantly point out as
arising from these neglected classes.

4th. Riots, disturbances, and drunkenness, which may gencrally be traced to the same
class of persons, often to the same places. _ o

5th. Great injury to the education of the poor, which is constantly neutralized in its
good effects by the neglect and evils they see around them. The same observation applics
o the inestimable advantages of religion, and attendance on religious worship.

6th. Great discontent in some, and sluggish apathy in others, producing recklessness
of conduct, indifference, and want of attachment to the Institutions of the country.

7¢h. The loss to the humbler classes of the cheapest, best, and most enduring pleasures,
viz., those arising from the kindly influence of the domestic relations between husbands
and wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters—that pure source of happiness
derived from mutual kindness, attachment, and good offices—is, amid the hardening and
disgusting scenes described, almost destroyed. .

It is proposed to caleulate shortly the present cost to the community, arising chicfly from
the causes before noticed. Minute accuracy cannot be pretended to, but I fully believe
the gencral result may be depended on. We must also bear in mind that the moral evils
arising from the pollution of the mind, the hardness of heart, and all the bad passions
found to prevail in the worst of these neglected places cannot be measured by matter of money ;
neither can the long sufferings of broken spirits, bent down to misery, and yet remem-
bering better days, be gauged by any pecuniary calculation.

Amidst these scencs of wretchedness, the lot of the female sex is much the bardest.
The man, if, as is usually the case, in employment, is taken away from the annoyances
around his dwelling during the day, and is generally disposed to sleep soundly after his
labours during the night; but the woman is obliged to remain constantly in the close
court or neglected narrow alley where she lives, surrounded by all the evils adverted to;
dirty children, domestic brawls, and drunken disputes meet her on every side and every
hour. Under such circumstances, the appropriate employments of a tidy housewife in
brushing, washing, or cleansing, seem vain and uscless efforfs, and she soon abandons them.

The average rate of mortality in one of the best parishes in the west end of London,
well attended to in most respects, does not exceed 2 per cent. per annum; whilst that of
one of the worst and most neglected arishes of the cast end is about 4 per cent., or double
the former: farther, the average (})uration of the lives of labourers and their families
in one parish is 26 years, and in the other only 16 years.i Thus, after an cqual expense
of time in each to rear any one through the perils of childhood, his strength and intellect is
available towards repaying the cost incurred 10 years longer in one case than in the other.}
This no doubt is an extreme contrast, but it is clear that as the annual mortality for
several of our large townsisfound to be near 3 per cent. on the population, we are urder-
stating the truth in saying that the mortality of the poorer classes alone in most of our
populous cities may be reckoned at 4-2 per cent. ; but we know that with proper regulations
experience has shown it ought not to exceed 2-2 per cent., which is about the average of

* Tide the General and Tocal Reports on the Sanatory State of the Labouring Population, and the various
Reporls of the Commissioners from local inquiry.

4 The average ages of death of the poorer and warking classes are shown to be as follows in 1840 :—

Kensingion Union . . . 26 years

Bolton Union . . . « 18 4,

Bethnal Green, London . 16,

Liverpool. .+ . - « =« 15 ,,

Leeds . . « - « « 13 4,

Rutlandshire. . . . . 38 .,

Vide General Report of Sanatory State of Lahouring Classes, 1842, p. 159.
YWherever the mortality per cent. is greal, the average age of the Jiving is much lower than where the
mortality is Jow, as well shown in the able Supplement to Mr. Chadwick’s Report on Interments.

4 7. e. the existing population have less experience, skill, knowledge, and power to labour, than if the

mortality be low.
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healthy towns. In these ngglectcd ('listricts the mortality is therefore 2 per cent. higher APPENDIX.
than it ought to be, and might be with proper care, or in other words, the duration of —_—

life, instead of ncarly reaching 26, would be limited to about 16}, showing a diminution Bfi{r‘:']l]’.orth";‘m
ife . 3. rear 1 o 3 Ing
of the life of each person of 10 years onc with another. and other Towns, by

Ve have scen that the loss of life will, in this case, be 10 years to cach person belonging R. A. Slaney, Esg.
to the labouring classes or their families. Thus, suppose the average duration of life —_—
to be 16 instead of 26 years. In a town of 20,000 in population the annual deaths will
be, at 3 per cent., 600 instead of 400. Of thesc at least 500 persons from the poorer classes
would thus be deprived of 10 years of life in the strength of their age. Now we cannot
reckon the value of the labour of such persons at less than 5s. per week, including males
and females; this for a year would amount to 131 each, which, for 500 persons, makes up
the sum of 65007, per annum lost to the community, owing to this prematurc mortality.
This is not all; it is calculated that for every person who dies from any of the causes
described, at least two others suffer from illness for a considerable period, though they
recover.t We must, therefore, calculate the cost of the iliness of 1000 more of the inha-
bitants of the town in question, which may be considered as lasting four weeks cach, and
disabling them from their usual employments. If the same value is reckoned for their
labour as the others, this will amount to a loss of 10004 per annum. An equal sum at
least must be added for their maintenance during illness with medicine and advice, which
will be an additional 1000/ per annum in some way deducted from the community.{

1t may be difficult fo state with accuracy the loss to the town or district caused by crime
arising from the evils described and enumerated as the third head of expense. The
degradation and suffering found in these poor districts have a permanent cffect on the
conduct and character of thousands, lessening exertion, relaxing self-restraint, prostrating
the feelings of decency and self-respect, and hardening the sufferers against remonstrance
or advice. From much consideration I am led to believe at least one-half the amount
of crime found to exist in one of these crowded and neglected towns arises directly or indi-
rectly from this want of proper regulations to prevent the evils before depicted.

Now let us apply this calculation with all reasonable allowance, to a town of 20,000
inhabitants with a mortality of three per cent. The cost of the crime and vice of 4700
vicious characters residing in Liverpool, with a population of 220,000 persons and a mor-
tality of 3} per cent., was calculated at 700.000.. per annum.§ Liverpool being six times
the population of the town we are considering, one-sixth would be the proportionate
cost of crime if the rule of proportion only were followed. This, however, it is evident
would be a great overstatement—

1st. Because the mortality of Liverpool greatly exceeds the town in question, whence
we may infer greater distress, degradation, and vice.||

2ndly. The proportion of population between a very large and a moderate-sized town
is not a rule to be depended on.

Srdly. Liverpool being a scaport of great wealth and great transit of goods, property
there is liable to more than ordinary pillage.

Instead, therefore, of considering the cost of crime.in the smaller town as one-sixth or
one-seventh that of Liverpool, amounting to 100,0007. annually, let us deduct one-half on
account of the population not being so dense, leaving 50,0007 And again, let us halve
this sum to allow for the greater mortality and iealth of Liverpool, leaving 25,000L
Let this sum again be halved to keep quite clear of exaggeration, and we shall have left
12,500/, per annum as the cost of 300 or 400 idle or vicious characters in the town in
question (of 20,000 persons) preying on their neighbours.q These will include a propor-
tion of vagrants and other vicious and idle characters constantly circulating through all
our populous districts.**

T have before stated my conviction that where the mortality amounts to 3-2 per cent.
in such a town, one-half the cost of vice and crime may be attributed directly or indirectly

. to the evils before depicted. We shall then have an annual loss of 6,250L. every year,

arising from these causes, in the town we are contemplating. If we are to include the
expense and loss arising from drunkenness} consequent on the points of neglect referred to,

* Allowing for deaths in infancy.

4 Tt appears by the evidence ot Dr. Southwood Smith, taken before the Commission in 1843, that in the
London Fever Hospital not more than one in seven die; and that fever arising from neglect of sanatory
measures, is peculiarly the disorder attacking those grown up, and the heads of families; those attacked
between 20 and 30 vears of age exceeding those of all ofher ages together, on an average of four years and
2537 cases.—Fide Evidence, p. 7 1.—15th June, 1843. l

* It is estimated that every person in the fever hospital at Glasgow loses six weeks’ empleyment; and the
cost of attendance and support, where the party recovers, is caleulated at 12 per case.—Report on Sanalory
State of Labouring Classes about the Metropolis, §¢., p. 6.

§ Vide Report of Constabulary Commissioners, p. 18. This estimate being thovght extravagant, was
submitted to the close scrutiny of a local committee, and found to be below ke truth—Report of the
Statistical Society of Liverpool. Report of Commissioners on Constabulary Force.

fl The number of depredators, offenders, and suspected persons, amounts in Liverpool to 1 in 453 butin
the city of Bath is 1in 37; in Bristol 1 in 31 ; and in Newcastle.on-Tyne 1 in 27.—Report of Constabulary
Commissioners, p. 13.

_ In each of these towns the mortality among the poorer classes is very hich, especially in Bristol, where
it exceeds 3 per cent. for all, and in Bath, where being 2°6 for all, it must exceed 3 per cent. for the poor,

9 400 persons at 10s. per week, one with another would amount to 10,8007

** Jide Report of Commission on Constabulary Force.

+¢ Tt was caleulated by competent authority, that 10 years ago every person above 12 years of age, con-
sumed on an average onc gallon of spirits per annum, but z6w a gallon and a-half—Colonel Sykes—
Transactions Statisiical Society of London.

The quantily of spirits consumed appears by returns fo have #rebled in 20 years, whilst the population
increased one third.—Fide Returns.

D




1§ APPENDIX to SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY into the STATE of LARGE TOWNS and POPULOUS DISTRICTS. 19

SAUTTLY

Cost to a fown of
20,000 persons of a

high mortality.

on the whole population, and is sold retail at about 12s. 6d. per mallon ; taken, however,
at 10s., it would amount to a cost of 10,000/ per annum in a town of 20,000 persons.® At
least half of this may be laid to the account of the causes adverted to, and would add to
the 14,7507, already stated 5,000/ more cach year.

I have here said nothing of the cost of excesses and loss of time in consequence, or of the
cost of constables, police, proseecutions, and gaols; I have added nothing for the heavy
payments made by the middle and humble classes for funeral expensesof their relatives
prematurely carried off by the mortality deseribed.

1 fecl confident that adding these additional items of cost, to those I have already
noted the whole may at the least be estimated at 20,000/ per annum in the city described
of 20,000 inhabitants, with a mortality of 3 per cent.,f and I feel assured that a similar
calculation may be made, and will be found below the truth, for every town and district
in the kingdom in the same state. 'We have then a city ill-regulated, neglected, and
unhealthy, where the consequences of this neglect, and the evils engendered by it, cost the
community (independent of the discontent, degradation, and wretchedness thereby created)
the sum of 20,000/, per annun, or 1. per head annually on the whole population, and it
remains to try whether by due regulations and sanatory improvements, at & much less
annual cost, we cannot work out a state of things of quite a different aspect as regards the

hysical and moral state of the great body of the people, and as regards the annual rate
of mortality, which will be a plain criteiion of their alteration for the better. If wereckon
the number of persons as five to 2 house in such a town, we should count 4000 houses.
These in such a place may be rated, one with another, at 10/. per annum, iving a ratcable
value of 40,000/. per annum; the cost, therefore, of the neglect and eviil deseribed, will
amount to a sum equal to a rate of 10s. in the pound annually on all the dwellings in the
whole town. I fecl assured them that it is within the truth to lay down as a rule, that
in every place where the mortality closely approaches three per cent., the annual cost

_direct and indirect to the community exceeds 1. per head on the population, or 10s. in the
pound, in the rental of all houses.

This vast annual outlay, together with an incalculable
amount of suffering and guilt, we believe may be prevented by proper regulations wisely
directed, and firmly enforced.

Some persons have taken up an opinion, that however we may lament the sufferings
caused by discase, and arising from the sources deseribed, yet that the severity of thisremedy
isnecessary torestrain theincrease of population; the fallacy of such opinions have been well
pointed out in the supplement to Mr. Chadwick’s Report on Interment in Towns.( App. No.
11,p.250). I have constantly observed wherever the mortality washighin close, narrow,
neglected courts and alleys, there the children swarmed as if to fill up the places; and it
has been demonstrated again and again, that a high mortality in an increasing country,
only leads to a great increase of births.§ It can be shown that ahigh mortality is a source
of additional cost, and waste to the community; and compared with a place where the
mortality is by proper regulations low ; therefore it will follow that capital, and the power
of employing labour will accumulate faster where the mortality is low; and thence it will
appear that in such a place or country, there will be a constant support and demand for
a larger number of persons than where, from a high mortality, cost 1s augmented and the
increase of capital retarded.|

The consideration of cffective remedies for the existing evils described, is a task which
will properly devolve on the whole Commission, after due deliberation; but it may here
be stated that in all the populous towns and districts visited, the state of which is before
narrated, great complaints were made of the inadequacy of the present powers and pro-

* Whether, according to the respective habits of different districts, the parties in question indulged fo,
excess in spirits or malt liquor, will make ne difference in this calculation.

+ Vide Mr. Chadwick’s able statement on that subject.—Supplement to Sanalory Inquiry, 1843, also
Report, 1842, pp. 172, 176.

= Itis not intended that the whole of this cost falls on the rate-payers, or even inhabitents of the town,
it is shared by the persons and district arcund, but equally falls on the couniry at large.

§ “The proneness fo marriage or concubinage in proportion o the degradation of the parties is notorious,
and 1 anticipated, from the fact, an abundant offspring to be carried off by premature disease.”—Rev. I¥.
Elwin's account of Bath in Mr. Chadwick's Report on the Sanaiory Condition, &c. 1842, p. 169.

ii *The disparities in the rates of mortality, and consequently in the duration of life in towns and parishes
where the climate and soil are nearly the same, must awaken attention, and prove that the present excessive
mortality is not i.evitable. To save the life of one human being is meritorious, but here are thousands to
be saved in every part of the kingdom, from sickness and untimely death, from the loss of children and of
beloved friends. from all ihe sufferings, all the bitter separations which every one of these figures signifies.”
—Fifth Annual Report of the Registrar General, 1843, p. 34.

'S

ruleslaid down as to the junction of drains from the humbler class of housesinto the main
sewers, are very unjust and impolitic, and virtually act as a prohibition. In some towns
the Sewer Rate is laid on without reference to any benefit derived ; and in others, the
lower class of houses, requiring only a cheap drain, two or three feet in depth, are equally
taxed with houses having underground rooms or cellars requiring deeper and much more
costly sewerage. An effective sewerage seems greatly dependent on and connected with
a good supply of water; these two important departments should either we think be under
the same authorities, or there should be established a complete understanding betwecn them.
From what I have learnt, I feel convinced that if a general Act were passed, giving
proper powers and facilities for the establishment of water-works, either by individuals,
companies, or public bodies in populous places; that a useful investment of capital would
be opened, and a considerable source of employment furnished.

Some suggestions as to remedial measures were furnished in the Report of the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons on the Health of the Poorer Classes in Large Towns
in 1840; and in the Report from Mr. Chadwick on the Sanatory Condition of the
Labouring Population in 1842. The consideration of this subject will form one of the
most important duties of the Commission.

We learn by the Report of the Registrar-General* that in some neglected districts of
London, the annual mortality approaches four per cent. on the population, while in others
it is only half that amount or less; the same frightful contrast is found between the state
of many of our large towns.t '

The Tesult of inquiries shows that the same difference in the rate of the pace of death
exists often between different parts of the same town, and this chiefly owing to the neglect of
sanatory measures within our power. Letus pause for a moment to consider this difference
and its consequences, between portions of a city, one with a mortality of two per cent., and
the other four per cent. In one there will be twice as many deaths, twice as many, funerals,
double the suffering, double the illness, double the grief of parting friends, double the
sorrow of sad survivors. There will be twice as many widows, twice as many orphans;
twice as many who have been cut off in their days of strength and usefulness, before they
could repay to those around them the cost and care of their early rearing.

In the one case death arrives gradually in almost its natural course when the years are
told out, and the task of life is nearly over; in the other it suddenly seizes its vietims in
their opening youth, in the strength of their days, or wastes them down to nothingness by
varied forms of pestilence (the offspring of neglect). ‘ |

What are the consequences of this difference.  We shall find the rate of mortality one
great criterion of comfort, therefore of contentment, of good conduct, of moral habits, of
mtelligence, docility, uscfulness, and value.

In the one case we shall find a population having little to complain of, ready to attend
to advice, having had time to learn and to think, having experience from lengthened life,
and being valuable subjects, docile and industrious, possessing that chief safeguard against
tumults or disorders, * the hope of improving their condition.” In the other will be found
a body consisting in great measure of the young, who cannot repay their support ; a large
{)roportlon of the rest will be inexperienced, untaught, untried, having had no time to

earn or to think. All will be more or less reckless and hard in mind and conduct ; they
have been formed by the constant course of circumstances around them ; poison to the mind
and to the body, has been_the course of their only education. Their maxim will be the
heathen maxim of old, * Eat and drink, to-morrow we die;” forced by their necessities
to labour, experience and docility will be wanting ; they will not husband their wages, but
seek for excitement in intemperance, or low sensual idulgences; their consumption of
spirits will be ten times that of the happier class. The aratification of their animal passions
will be their chief object ; illicit connections will be formed ; early, ill-assorted marriages
will take place without any chance of a provision for offspring : thence will arise muiti-
tudes of sickly and neglected children, pressing into the places of those early victims just de-
parted, and to be cut off by the same melancholy process; and thus the scene revolves. This
class will eagerly join in riots or disturbances, partly for the sake of excitement, and because
the_g have not that best security for good conduct,—the hope of improving their condition.

T'o one or other of these classes, or to some gradation between them, the great mass of
our labo.urlpg people “ populous cities pcnt:” belong. From the concurrent testimony
of all thinking persons it is now known, that the circumstances which chiefly influence m

* Appendix {o Fifth Annual Report, paze 233.
+ Vide ante, p. 16. The mortality of the poorer classes in the worst districts of some of our undrained
and crowded towns must amount to 5 per cent,

,: " AppExDIX. we shall greatly increase the pecuniary loss to the community whose state we are con- visions for drainage, cleansing, the supply of water, and the removal of nuisances; and a
: — sidering.—The "account then will stand thus with reference to such a neglected town, with strong desire wasbexprcssed for the general adoption of sanatory regulations and some APFE’*_‘P!K-
i _ Bﬁiﬁ’{:{:},‘;’,‘n a population of 20,000 persons and an annual mortality amounting to 3 per cent. :— system of periodical inspeetion to enforce them.  The necessity for some gen’eral law to ~ Reporton
i and other Towns, by -”g watch over the erection of the humbler class of houses, the space in front of them, and the Birmingham
i E R. A.Slaney, Esq. Lossof tl}c 1.“_1’0‘11' of those prematurely cut off, as before stated, per annum, 6,500 conveniences belonging to them,scemed also admitted. The expense, difficulty, and delay z}'{d other Towns, by
i Loss during illness of those who recover «  « - « .+ . . .« . - 1,000 of obtaining local Acts for any of these purposes, and others of a similar nature, was often A STY » Esq.
i Theirsupport iniliness . .« . - o o e . e - 1,000 complained of It must be evident that an efficient drainage must be the first step to the
i Cost of crime and vice arising from the same causes stated . . . . . 6230 sanatory improvement of these populous places.  Butin none of them, except Birmingham
- - - have we found any system of levels from a common datum or point laid down ; and m fc“;
| Total per annum . . . . £14,750 any effective and comprehensive plan acted on ; very scldom isany skilful civil engineer em-
If to this annual amount of cost arising from these causes we add that of drunkenness ployed, and the discoveries of modern science (as applicable to this subject) are generally
and the outlay in spirituous liquors, we shall find it fearfully increased. 1t is calculated entirely neglected ; by which means the work performed is much more costly, and worse done
that the amount of spirits annually consumed in England amounts to onc gallon per head than would otherwise be the case. In various places, and in several parts of London, the
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these points their  weal or woe,” are within reach of w

APP—-—-ENDIX. by benevolent superintendence ; such a course scems called for alike by humanity and trac
1 Report on policy. iction that the evils
1 Birmingham In concluding this Report, 1 cannot but express my earnest conviction tha 1¢ eV

and other Towns, by described are most extensive and increasing; that they tend to depress and degrade

i R. A.Slaney, Esq. ar to account for the lamentable QUESTIONS for CIRCULATION in POPULOUS TOWNS and DISTRICTS.
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P very large bodies of the humbler classes, and will go f:

ssued by the Commission, 1843, from Committees,

cs in reply to QUESTIONS 1
Rerom P headed by—

The Mayor, James James, Esq , and a Committee.

The following Table has been transmitted from the Registrar-General’s office :—

Reruax of the Population in 1831 and 18413 Annual Increase of Population per Cent ; the Deaths

2. What is the geological character of the country ? Describe the nature of the surface-soil, and of
the subsoil and substrata, and the facilities for, or impediments to, drainage?

3. Is the town or district liable to be flooded ; and if so, to what extent?

4. Are there any obstructions to the natural drainage, or to the free flow or escape of the flood-
water ?

5. Is there any public survey of the town or district comprehending 2 system of levels from any

BIRMINGHAM . . . . X . . Y X ) > . 0 il
: ‘WOLVERHAMPTON . . . D. Hill, Esq., J.P., and Committee. common datum, for the proper regulation of private or public drainage, for the information of builders,
DuUDLEY . . . . . —— Fletcher, Esq., and Committee. or the regulation of new buildings, or for any other structural arrangements necessary for the protection
KIDDERMINSTER « . . . 'T. Hallen, Esq., Town Cl‘%}‘f: and g‘émmltt_i?- of the public health and convenience ?
3 . and Committee. - . .. N
Birstoxn . . . . . James Lm‘%‘le; E.Sq];ttg:—ld ]((}:z:nmittee 6. What are the regulations for draining the town or districts? Are the streets, courts, and alleys
WEDNESBURY . . . . Rey. - artwright, &1 ) laid out with proper inclinations for the discharse of surface-water, or are theyuneven and un raved, and
The Mavor and a Commuttee. Pro} - : S : . ¥ !
Wassan . . . . . Mr. D ?B 1. and Committee favourable to the Tetention of stagnant moisture, and accumulations of refuse thrown from the houses?
Bonstex . q ) : . F 1-.m 2 Czn;r::;lttee of Inha‘bi.tants Are there any stagnant pools or open ditches contiguous to the dwellings, or in the vicinity ?
T - - - . I'O . . . .
il;}:’mo:\ and HaNLEY . Young, Esq., and Commiitee. 4. Are there any arrangements for under-drainage, and are they efficient or defective? Are there
i NE::';: -\(,):I‘LE.-UNDE.R-LYB;E . . H. Hall, E;q., Mayor. . any sewers or branch-draius in the streets?
ZHE CHESTER - . . . . The MayoréDr._ﬁ'DRVjeS%ﬁnd g%mmltﬁsf- 8. Have the houses proper necessaries?  Are they so arranged as to empty inlo drains or into cess-
ZH W Rev. unliffe, J. ., and Lommittee. pecls, or in what manner are they cleansed? Are there any p blic necessaries ; and if so, in what
11 REXHAM . . . . . 3 N - _ ) 3 cd: ypu : s
;’} T SHREWSBURY . . . . The Mayor, J. J. Peele, Esq., Town Clerk, and Com state arc they kept, and under what regulations?
IES mittee. 9 . :
(g2 : . . . Are the house-drains properly cleansed by water or other means, or does the refuse accumulate in
%; E West BROM‘“CH . . . LTlife %}v:e(t)lrngzl ({T%e;t];);]ﬁ{ei’ohce. them so that they become choked and emit offensive smells ?
iRE ]G)'LOUCEWER . ’ ) _ Medicalslv\len and Commissioner’s Notes. 10. Are the public sewers so constructed as to act without occasioning deposits or accumulations of
H ROITWICH . . . decomposing Tefuse? Are they trapped so as to prevent the escape of offensive smells into the streets
or houses, or are there any means used to prevent the formation of, or to remove such accumulations?
1 Local Refurn 11. Are there any local regulations in force for the systematic drainage of the districts, streets, or
s Population | Mortality, Excess over o= i houses, or for the amendment of those drains and sewers which are defective, and occasion accumii-
inp'1841. per Cent. 2P§fg::;' n Population. Mortality, per Cent. lations of refuse and emit offensive smells?
a3 ' 19. Is a laree proportion of the liquid refuse of the town thrown into the water-courses, or is 1t
ge proj ] qui
i 9.1 9798 : allowed to seak into the subsoil, or remain stagnant on the surface?
Birmingham . . . - 12(8)’ égg 9:9 : . . .e ' .o 13. TWhat is the sectional form of each description of sewer and branch house-drain, and what is the
& ' %—St?n ham fon D Y 9:8 1,846 . . average cost of each per running foot? .
! 'olver 0 . » . = .
i D[?dley . P. e e e 86:028 26 1,488 .o ) .- 14. How are the public sewers cleansed, and at what annual expense ?
| Kidderminster . . . - | 29,048 .- . Borough and Forreign, s;[.)irate. 15. Is there any, and what service of scavengers for cleansing the streets, and how often and at
i Bilston . . . . & o .o 56 0" 056 . what expense are these cleansed ?
; 2 * - a .o i . . . . .
. Walsal . . . - . .| 84,274 > 1831— 8,500 ) 16. Are those courts and alleys which are inaccessibie to carts and inhabited by the poorer classes
— 2°8 cleansed by appointed scavengers, and how frequently and in what mode is refuse removed from such
1—10,000 ¥y app quently
. N ll uﬂdel"L { - . L] 184 3 2.8 o
._ ewcastle- yme. . llncr. 16 per Cent. places, and at what expense ?
- Chester . + + o =« o .o ‘e .- .o 715 near 3 per cent. 17. Are the houses provided with dust-bins for the reception of refuse, and how frequently, and in
Shrewsbury « - . - = 18,285 26 343 .- . what mode are they cleansed ?
Gloucester . . o « - | 14,152 28 .- e " 18. What places are used for the deposit of the refuse of the town, and to what extent is it sold for

productive use as manure?

19. Is there any local authority vested with adequate powers, and duly responsible for their regular
and impartial exercise, for the enforcement of cleansing, and the prevention of all public nuisances
within the town or district ?

20. In respect to the sites of the houses, are they laid out in wide streets; or arc they built in narrow
courts and alleys? Are any of the houses built back to back; are the couris closed at the end ; are

and any complaints made, or evils experienced in respect to them?

in 5 Years, and the Annual rate of Mortality. there any, and what arrangements for cleansing ?
. 21. Are there any, and what proporiion and description of cellar-dwellings ; how are they lighted
] Aortality. ; uy, at proporiion and description of cellar-dwellings ; a v lighted,
i T Deaths in e i drained, and ventilated ; are they provided with fire-places?
; - Sub-districts. Annual 5 Years, Apnual o 22, I_s t'herc any local Act or provision to prevent the ends of streets being clesed up, or crossed by
: ! 1831 1841 Incrceﬂs‘; 1838-42. Rate Denflf i new buildings, or to relieve the overcrowding of districts by promoting the reguiar extension and most
it 1‘3'3153 i per Cent. | *ﬂ advantagcous disposition of suburbs, with proper reservation of open spaces ?
5 I _ 23. Are the school-rooms for the lahouring classes favourably constructed in respect to site, drainage,
LIy . 26 11.955 96 1,660 2-844 35 ] licht, warmth, and ventilation? Are there proper uccessaries attached to them? Have they any
b Shelton (parish) . « =« 9, s . play-grounds ? prop R
B4 Longton, Lane End, and 69 5 95 27417 36 i) )
] i3 12,425 25 1,667 [ . ) .
e Botteslow . . . . % o ’ o 0538 39 24. Are there any open and convenient spaces for exercise, or are there any public parks, gardens,
it ‘Wedneshury (parish) . . 8,437 11,625 2 3 1 ,43; z 261 e or walks, and in what state are they kept, and under what regulations 7
E 43 I]-Slursilem (plixr;ht). .t) . lg’g[l)% lg:ggi -1*‘; ia?ig ‘é 430 41 ] 25. Arc there any proper open bathing-places or public baths?
it ey (sub-district) . = - ; . . .
ilis ? Warr:leaafn (ditto) 10:656 11:960 1-2 1 :435 2°426 41 26. From what sources is the town supplied with water?
51 .H_ 5 - ; - - L . - . ‘ - : r - 9
Bl 71 P Stowrbridge (ditto). . 13,874 17,599 2-4 2,007 2-402 %2 1 ] a. For d_(')me_st:c use : ' ,
B i,, b West Bromwich (parish) . 15.327 26,121 5-5 2. 466 9-336 42 h. :E‘ or watering or cleansing the streets
| “%g;:i_ Dudley (ditto). . - - | 23,043 | 31,232 31 | 38,614 | 2381 42 1 ¢. For the prevention of fires?
EreL Kidderminster (town) + - 17,913 17,%41 . 1,916 2+160 48 27, What are the qualities o the water supplied, and has there been any analvsts of the water in
. es of supplied, and cen any anal .
| g . general use?  If so, annex it; if not, deseribe the qualitics of the spring or river water, or rain water,
i :

E

i inercase of commitments for crime of late years. R A, Sraxzy APPENDIX.
e ) 1. State the position of the town or district, and how it is situated with reference to the surrounding Questions for Cir-
January, 1 844. country ? culation.
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8. Describe the several modes in use for the distribution of water?
99, Is the distribution by a private individual, by joint stock company, or by public officers?

30. What is the number of houses in the town and suburbs?
31. In how many houses is the water laid on, and have such houses each a separate tank?

39. Are the poorer classes supplied from stand-pipes placed at particular stations, from pumps, ‘or

draw-wells, or are they in the habit of begging water {rom tradespeople with whom they deal ;_or how

otherwise do they obtain it?

33. Have there been complaints of the mode in which the water is at present supplied to the popu
Jation, as to the quantity, quality, or price? ’

34. What is the present annual charge for water laid on in the several classes of houses?

35. What is the quantity supplied for the different sums?

36. In case of the price being unduly enhanced, or of the supply being deficient in quantity or inferior
in quality, are there any means of Tedress to the private individual, or to the public at large?

3%7. In respect to any deficiencies of supply in quality or quantity, what are the powers deemed
requisite to remedy them?

38. Are filters estensively in use in private houses ?

30. Is the water kept on constantly night and day, or how often is it kept on?

40. Ts there any system of stand-pipes in the town, from which the water may be used for cleansing

the pavements and the fronts of the houses?
<0 as to be at all times in readiness in all parts of the town

41. Ts it kept on constantly in the maius, !
in case of fire; is it kept on at high pressure, so that it may be thrown over the highest edifices in such

a case?

42. Tn case of fire, how long is it usually before a full supply of water can be brought to bear on the
premises?

43. What are the arrangements in respect to supplies of water for the protection of churches or public
buildings, or warehouses, or large private buildings, against fire?

44. What is the average number of fires in the year, and what are the prevailing causes?

45. Are any houses or large ranges of buildings unprotected by party walls from the extension of
fire ?

46. Are there any well-appointed and practised engines, and service of firemen for the prevention of
the extension of fires?

41. What is the general condition of the town or district with respect to health ?

4S. What is the state of the worst parts of the town, and especially those where, as appears from the
mortuary registers, there is the highest rate of mortality, and where fever and other epidemic diseases

are the most prevalent amongst the children or the adults?
49. What is the average duration of illness among the working classes throughout the year?

50. What is the general structufe and condition of the dwellings of the poorer classes?

51. What number of families of the poorer classes, on the average, inhabit each house? What
number of persons live In one room, and what is the general size of such room?

52. What is the general state of the air in the habitations of the poor ? Are any arrangements intro-
duced for ventilation ?

53. “Are the habitations of the labouring classes comfortably warmed in winter? What is the form
and construction of the fire-place, and what is the nature of the fuel in common use?

54. Is gas-light generally introduced in the shops or dwelling-houses, and is any escape provided for
the bad air which it produces?

55. What is the state of the lodging-houses for the poorer classes, and are there any police or other
regulations with regard to them ?

56. What proportion of the losses of rent and rates from the poorer descriptions of tenements are

caused by interruptior. in the employment of the inmates, and expenses occasioned by sickness and
mortality ?

5%. What is the extent of parochial or charitable relief given in aid of sickness in the districts where
the average duration of life is the lowest ?

58. To what extent is medical advice or assistance sought for by the poorer classes, and how far is it
afforded to them gratuitously or otherwise?

50. Are there any hospitals or dispensaries in the fown or district? What regulations are they under?
What is the average number of patients?

60. To what extent and in what manner are the public buildings ventilated?

61. Are there any common lauds belonging to the town, and of what extent and description ?

62. Are there any powers under local Acts for enforcing regulations upon any of the above subjects ?
If so, furnish a copy.

-z
R e 1ov et AU

PP T Ty e L ST it PO e RPN a\ﬂL‘i}T?J%’mE:.W&iﬁ% Tin !

)
H
2
&
1,
3
1l
H
H

wto the STATE of LARGE TOWNS and POPULOUS DISTRICTS. 23

REPLIES to QUESTIONS for CIRCULATION in POPULOUS TOWNS and
DISTRICTS.

BOROUGH OF BIRMINGHAM.

RErLiESs BY THE MavYor AND A COMMITTEE OF INHABITANTS.

The following answers respecting the town and district of Birmingham have reference to
the Parliamentary borough of Birmingham, incorporated by Royal. Charter, dated October,
1838, which comprises the entire parishes of Birmingham and Edgbaston, and part of the
parish of Aston, viz., the hamlets of Deritend and Bordesley and Duddeston cum Nechells.

As respects lighting, paving, cleansing, &c., the horough is under the management of
three distinet bodies of Commissioners, having jurisdiction under the following local Acts
of Parliament, and four distinct Boards of Surveyors, appointed and acting under the
provisions of the General Highway Act, 5th and 6th Will. IV, cap. 59.

As to the Parish of Birmingham.

An .Act of the. 9th Geo. IV, cap. 54, intituled, An Act for better paving, lighting,
wzrltclu.ng, cleansing, and otherwise improving the town of Birmingham, in the county of
Warwick, and for regulating the police and markets of the said town.”

As to the Hamlets of Deritend and Bordesley.

An Act of the 31st Geo. I11,, cap. 17, intituled,  An Act for cleansing, lighting, and
watching, and levelling the surfaces of the streets and other public places within the
hamlets of Deritend and Bordesley, in the county of Warwick, and for removing and pre-
venting nuisances, obstructions, and incroachments, and regulating the driving of carts
and other carriages used for carrying goods, wares, and merchandises therein,” and two
Boards of Surveyors, one for Deritend and the other for Bordesley, appeinted under the
provisions of the General Highway Act of the 5th and 6th Will. IV, cap. 30.

As to Duddeston cum Nechells.

An Act of the 10th Geo. 1V, cap. 6, intituled, < An Act for lighting. watching, cleansing,
and otherwise improving and regulating the hamlets or liberties of Duddeston cum Nechells,
in the parish of Aston, near Birmingham, in the county of Warwick,” and a Board of
Surveyors of the Highways for these hamlets, appointed under the General Highway Act.

As to the Parish of Edglaston.

(A most important part of the borough.}—There is no local Act, and in that parish
surveyors are annually appointed under the provisions of the General Highway Act.

There being 1o co-operation or uniformity of proceeding as to paving, lighting, cleansing,
&c., between the cight distinet local authorities within the borough, many of the questiox?s
put by the Commission for Inquiry into the Health of Towns do not, therefore, admit of
such general answers as might have been expected had the whole borough been under one
general system of management; and it has been found necessary to submit many of the
answers so arranged as to correspond with the districts under separate management and
distinct Acts of Parliament. °

1. In the north-western extremity of the county of Warwick, 110 miles from London,
90 from Warwick, 26 from Worcester, 29 from Stafford. 40 from Derby, and is 468 fect
above the level of the sea; the principal part of the town is situated on 2 hill nearly in
the shape of a horsc-shoe, and rises on the south-cast side from the river Rea 115 feet in
1000 yards, and from the Brook on the north side 70 feet in 2000, and from the toe to the
heel 165 feet in 4000 yards.

2. A dark sandy surface-soil, naturally poor; subsoil clay, sand, and gravel inter-
mixed, and gravel and marl mixed; substrata red sandstone.  See also Answer No. 4.
The position of the town on the sides of a hill, and the porous nature of the substrata are
very favourable to drainage.

3. Not much so, but the fall being rapid towards the south-cast some portions of the
btorough, which lie adjacent to the valley of the Rea, are occasionally flooded in very heavy
storms. '

4. Until recently therc were four. The attention of the Commissioners of the Bir-
mingham Act has been, for several months past. directed to such of these obstructions as
exist in the parish of Birmingham. The floodgates at Deritend Mill are already removed,
and there is great reason to believe that the weir near Moscley-street Bridge, and some

E?2

APPERDIX,

Borough of
Birmingham.

Replies by the
Mayor and a Com
mittee of Inha-~
bitants.




AL L Al el . -t
e

A i3 5 TS
. L3 .o g

s

- oy Py a4 ot~ s 1 ede oS TH T
U Liid L ettt b bt e 5 o e e e LT

e cr; e
1 el
Rl BT

APPENDIX,

—

Borough of
Birmingham.

Replies by the
AMayor and a Com-
mittee of Inha-
bitants.

04 APPENDIX io SECOND REPORT of COMMISSIONERS of INQUIRY

temyorary minor obstructions recently made, will shortly be removed : but the greatest
obstruction of all is Duddeston Mill, which backs up the water in the river for about a
mile, and causes it to be stagnant and dead. Into this stagnant water the main-drainage
of the borough empties itself, and remains to ferment, presenting a pestiferous surface of
white scum, from which a noxious cffluvia is exhaled. No power exists in cither of the
local Acts to remove the obstruction at Duddeston AMill.

5. An actual survey was published by Mr. Piggott Smith, the present surveyor of the
Birmingham Strect Commissioners, who has also made two scctions from levels running:
through the town, crossing each other in the cenire nearly at right angles, and serving
as a datum, from which new culverts are laid : he has also a large map of the town, on
which he has lnid down the whole of the drainage; but the districts of Edghaston,
Deritend and Bordesley, and Duddeston cum Nechells, are defective in such respeets.

6. There are about 40 miles of main culvertsin the parish of Birmingham, consequently
the greater part of that parish is well drained, and the public are compeliable by the
local Act to carry off the drainage of their several premises across the public footpaths
by underground branch culverts into these mains. With fow exceptions, the streets have
good inclinations, and are Macadamised, and have paved side-channels, and are the very
reverse of being favourable to the retention of moisture. There arc no stagnant pools,
and but few ditches rear dwellings.

Many of the courts in the parish of Birmingham have both underground and surface-
drains, others are different in these respects, and there are no powers in the local Acts to
enforee salutary regulations within courts or alleys.

The above answer, however, is not applicable to the parish of Edgbaston and the
hamlets of Deritend and Bordesley and Duddeston cum Nechells, which are defective in
many respects. )

7" As before stated, there are about 40 miles of main culverts in the parish of
Birmingham, into which the surface-water is carried by underground branches. These
mains average 5 fect deep, are circular in form, 18 inches to 5 feet in diameter.

The arrangements in the parish of Edgbaston and the hamlets of Deritend and
Bordesley and Duddeston cum Nechells are defective in this respect.

See also Answer to No. 6.

8. Superior houses have water-closets emptying into the street-mains; and ail classes
of houses have receptacles for dust and ashes. and necessaries adjoining the same; these
places are emptied by nightmen, and the soil removed into the country as manure. No
regular plan is adopted for emptying necessaries, nor is there any summary power in any of
thelocal Acts to enforce salutary regulations relating fo this matter, consequently many of
the necessaries are frequently in a very offensive state. There are no public necessaries.

9. Many of the house-drains are properly cleansed ; if suffered to remain choked up,
the parties may be summoned under the local Act and fined.

10. There is a cesspool to each public grate in the parish of Birmingham, and men are
daily perambulating that parish to examine and keep them clean; they are not trapped,
but ‘arrangements are being made to do se

This answer, to the extent of their respective limited drainage, is applicable to the

other parts of the borough.
il. In the parish of Birmingham there are for the public streets and roads, under the

‘before-mentioned local Act of 9th Geo. 1V.

12. Tt is mostly carried off by the main culverts in Birmingham parish; where there
are no mains it is carried off by the side channels.

See No. 6; and to a great extent this answer applies to other parts of the borou ch.

13. The mains are circular. No regular form of branch-drain is enforeced. The cost
of branch-drains is from 10d. to 1s. 6d. per foot, two-feet culverts 2s. 4d., laid five fect
deep. Branch-drains are frequently made square by placing a brick on edge.

14. In the parish of Birmingham, by men employed for that purpose, at a cost of
about 4501. per year.

Tn the other parts of the borough no specific provision is made for this purpose.

15. There is a regular scavenger department in the perish of Birmingham ; the strcets
are cleansed on an average twice per weck at an annual cost of about 35007

In the hamlets of Duddeston and Nechells 1797 was expendedlast year for cleansingstreets.

In the other parts of the borough the «service of scavengers” for cleansing the streets
is not a separate department.

16. Courts and alleys not being public thoroughfares are mnot regularly cleansed by
appointed scavengers, nor is there any authority to compel the owners of such property
to submit to regulations of the Street Commissioners with respect to cleansing. Such
courts and alleys arc frequently found in a very filthy siate.

17. Sce Answer No. 8.

18. There are three wharves used as depéts for refuse removed from the parish of
Birmingham; and onc in the hamlet of Duddeston and Nechells, which is purchased by
farmers, and removed by canal—the charge is 1s. Gd. per ton.

In the parish of Edgbaston, and the hamlets of Deritend and Bordesley, there are no
such depdts.

19. Tt will ™e seen, by the local Acts herewith sent, that the powers of the several
Boards of Commissioners are extensive, hut in many respects inadequate. _

20. There are some (but very few) narrow streets in the old parts of the parish of Bir-
mingham. By far the greater part of the town is composed of streets 42 feet wide and
upwards, 42 feet being the minimum width allowed by the local Act in all new streets.
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There are comparatively few narrow courts, back-houses being generally erected in
square courts; some are well ventilated, others badly; most of them are approached by
entries covered over, many of them are back to back ; but there are not sufficient powers.
to enforce the cleansing of the courts.

91. There are no cellar dwellings in the borough.

92. The powers contained in the several local Acts are inadequate for some of the pur-
poses referred to.

93. The drainage, warmth, and ventilation in some of the schools are susceptible o
great improvements; others are well ventilated, and have proper necessaries, and play-
grounds attached.

24. None, in the sense in which this question is put. Too much importance cannot be
attached to so serious a defect in a densely populated district like Birmingham.

95. Nonc. As in the answer to the last question, too much importance cannot be
attached to this defect.

26. By a water company established by Act of Parliament, and by pumps.

a. See answer to 26.
b. From the water company for watering only.
¢. From the water company, as directed by their Act.

97. The town in general is amply supplied with water of excellent quality. The courts
and alleys, however, derive their chief supply from pumps communicating with wells,
which are not provided with any means of sccurity against the infiltration of decomposing
matter from drains, and deleterious substances from manufactories.

APPENDIX.

The principal sources from which wholesome water is supplied to the town are the
“Lady Well,” and several springs situated in Digbeth, Jamaica-row, and Allison-sfreet
respectively ; but by far the largest supply is derived from the river Tame, and distri-
Luted through the town by the “ Water-works Company.”

Some of the above springs arc remarkable for their purity, as will be seen from the
following table of their specific gravity :—

Lady Well = 1000-403
Digbeth = 1000-480
Jamaica-row = 1000-520
Allison-street = 1000-570

Thus the quantity of forcign matter is so small as to be quite unimportant, so far as
the question of the wholesomeness of the water is concerned.

The water from the well in Jamaica-row is remarkable, as containing no trace of sul-
phates in its ordinary state. -

Notwithstanding the purity of the water from the above sources, no precaution has
been taken, in the construction of the wells, to prevent the chance of impure solutions
infiltrating through the soil: an event which would certainly occur if any large manufac-
tories or chemical works should be established in their vicinity.

Some of the water obtained from private pumps is of the most impure description, and
unfit for ordinary culinary purposes. One specimen contained a considerable quantity of
protoxide of iron, in addition to sulphates of lime and soda, and carbonate of lime, the
specific gravity was so high as 1002+ 15,

The chief supply of water in the town is derived from the river Tame, and distributed
by the Water-works Company.

Previously to obtaining an Act of .Parliament in the year 1823, analyses of the water
were made by Mr. Southall and Professor Phillips, the result of which was considercd
decisive as to its wholesomeness and general adaptation to the wants of the town.

As the water analyscd was that derived from the river, and that distributed through
the town, first received into a reservoir, it became a subject for inquiry, whether the
worlks constructed by the Company are of such a nature as to impair its purity.

In order to be able to lay before the Commission a correct statement, it appeared desirable
to obtain answers to the following queries from the responsible agent of the company :—

What is the number of superficial square feet of the reservoir?

In what year was it erected, and how often has it been cleaned out since its completion?

What was the depth of the deposit when cleancd out?

Is the water pumped from the main reservoir into another of higher level; and if so
does the water in the second reserveir receive any other supply than from the first ?

"To what extent is lead made use of in the conduit pipes?

The answers obtained were,

Ist. "That the extent of surface of the reservoir is about 747,000 squarc feet.

9nd. That it was built in the year 1831, and has been emptied twice, but on neither
oceasion did the deposit exceed onc-cighth of an inch.

i - .

3rd. That the water is pumped into another reservoir of higher level in order to
meet the demands of certain parts of the town, but that a portion is allowed to run off
for the lower parts of the town without being conveyed to the higher reservoir. No
other water, however is admitted than that obtained from the main reSCrVoir.

4th. The conduit-pipes are allof iren 5 the pipes which convey the water into the houses,
and the leaden tanks are private property.
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ng the works it was also found that great care has been taken by filtration

On inspecti ati
through large canvass strainers to prevent any coarse weeds or other matters obtaining

ingress to the works. It should also be stated that the water is admitted from the river
info the main reservoir only under favourable circumstances, when the river is foul

through floods, the water is not admitted, but when all the grosser particles have subsided,

the opportunity is embraced of increasing the supply. .
From the above answers it will be scen that 2 mere chemical analysis, however ably
conducted, is not sufficient to furnish a satisfactory report as to the state of the water, as

so many physical circumstances are in operation.

The rosults of the analysis of the water obtained immediately from the reservoir are as

follows :—
Temperature on the 25th of August, 1843=60° F.
Specific gravity 1000-68S.
100 parts of the solid matter obtained by evaporation, consisted
of choride of calcinm, with traces of chloride of magnesium . 11-42

Sulphates of lime and soda, with a trace of sulphate of magnesia . 37° 14
. . 4524

Carbonate of lime v e e e e
Silica with a slight trace of organic matter . . . . . - o 6-20
100-00

The water obtained from several private pumps has also been partially examined, but
for the reasons stated above, no uniform results could be obtained.
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53. Generally they are: the fire-place generally contains a arate 3 feet 6 inches by 1
foot 6 inches, having an oven in it; the fuclis coal. .

54, Yes, generally in the shops, and some few houses: no particular escape is pro-
vided for.

55. There are no police or other regulations with regard to lodging-houses within the
borough. The medical report lbefore alluded to contains at pazes 6 and 7 a correct
description of those houses. ©

56. No definite and satisfactory answer can be given.

57. It will be scen, on reference to No. 48, that a specific answer cannot be given to
this question.

58. Medical adviceis extensively sought and obtained gratuitously by the poorer classes.

(1.) As in-patients of the General Hospital, Queen's Hospital, and the Town Infir-
mary (attached to the workhousc), where they are boarded and lodged.

(2.) As out-patients attending at the General Hospital, Dispensary, the Queen’s
Hospital, Town Infirmary, Institution for Bodily Infirmities, Lying-in Hospital, limited to
diseases of women and children, Eye Infirmary, and in the Edgbaston and Aston portions
of the borough at the houses of the medical officers, who attend the paupers of the respec-
tive parishes, where they are found in drugs, &ec.

(3.) At their own dwellings, where they are visited by the medical officers of the
Qucen’s Hospital, the General Dispensary, the Town Infirmary, the parishes of Edg-
baston and Aston, and the Lying-in Hospital, who afford advice and assistance in medical,
surgical, and midwifery cases, and order drugs, &c., at the expense of the respective
establishments.

(4.) As free patients attending at the houses of different physicians and general prac-
titioners at certain hours and days, the patients purchasing their own drugs from a drug-
gist; in some instances advice is thus given to a very great extent. ”
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%‘} Qucen’s College, Birmingham, October 2, 1848. George Keyr, M.D.

Be: . . (8 "The poorer classes are also constantly in the habit of seeking the advice of drug-
T 28. By tanks supplied from the mains (of which there are 80 miles) to each house; in %'lsts, who prescribe across the counter, and sometimes even visit the sick at their own
25 ? courts by tanks aceessible to all the court, or by pumps. ouses: this is carried on to an enormous extent; sometimes the druggists will recom-

i 99, By a joint stock Company, 7 Geo. V. mend the applicant to obtain a gratuitous preseription from a physician or surgeon; but
;: : 183(1). 4’1{;h‘;38111umber of houses in the Borough of Birmingham according to the census of e in thl(z great majority of cases prescribes, and too often great injury to the health is the
: tuly: , 40,281. Tesult.
: 31, About 8000 houses have a separate tank. Some of the courts have tanks acces- (6.) There are two institutions styled Self-supporting Dispensarics, the medical
sible to all the houses in the court. E officers of which cngage to attend a case for six weeks for % sum of 3s. 6d., and find the
32. There are no stand-pipes for the gratuitous supply of water to the poor, and only é patients in drugs, &c. These 3s. 6d. tickets are purchased for a person already ill, and
two public pumps. The poor are generally supplied from the water-works or from private g not on the principle of insurance. )
pumps in their respective courts. § (7.) There are numerous friendly societies, both male and female, to each of which a
33 None. 2 medical man is attached, who engage to attend the members in illness, and supply them
94. First rate houses, from 40s. to 60s. Second rate, from 20s. to 40s.  Third rate, E with drugs : the remuneration is generally very small. '
from 10s. to 20s. Small tenements, 9s. @ 39. Yes: viz.—
35. There is no restriction except as to waste. 3 The General Hospital,
36. The price is fixed by the Act, which also affords redress to private individuals. The Town Infirmary,
37. See answer to No. 36. , The General Dispensary,
3S. Not extensively. 3 The Queen’s Hospital,
39. Two 90-horse power engines work daily, and lift the water into a reservoir 252 iy The Eye Infirmary,
feet above the spot, from whence the supply is obtained through a main artery, running 4 The Bodily Deformity Instituticn,
through the centre of the town to the said reservoir, which is two miles distant. On the i The Lying-in Institution.
engines stopping, the water in this reservoir acts as a pressure on the main artery, which g .
is consequently always full, and the pressure 1s sufficient to throw a jet of water 50 feet 3 A copy of the laws regulating cach of these charities is annexed, with the exception of
high, except in the extreme high level of Edgbaston. 5 those relating to the Town Infirmary, which, being a parochial institution, is governed by
40. There are in the parish of Birmingham, for the purpose of laying the dust in the {3 the Board of Guardians of the parish of Birmingham and the Lying-in Institution.* The
streets only, but not in the other parts of the borough, : number of patients attended during the past year as follow : ‘
41. See answer to No. 39. E ) . . y e . s
42. A short time, the turncocks being in the service of the fire companies, and accom- ' 801101{}1 II:IIosp}:all——}n-pat}ents }-gé” out-pat 1e11ts:)10,0.3;) ol -11’982
panying the fire-engines. lTu(tenIs ; ospita -T—m-pqtlen.tsl /1 0 out-patients .;,OOQ 2 doar 2,766
43, None, except the free school in New-street. ! ot‘in-t 1(1111 ltn? ry—in-patients 1,170, out-patients 5,518, and 5"8"8} 10,816
44, Very few ; on an average about 50, mainly arising from carclessness. _,Ge‘n;l“ﬁ I;l 1ome. s 1: .t' ) ‘7'6'.3 . d . P Py T
45. Very few unprotected. +E : Il o 151).(:.1132}13-—:@ Ltpal ‘})ents 2,633, mi -\)m ery 7 71 . . . 3,4:;7-4
46. There is a town engine, and three of the fire offices in the town, viz., the Birming- ngil nDl(l:;,my T:THI'P‘::,Itent_S 2, out-patients, 24395 . . . . 24711
ham, the District, and the Norwich Union, have well-appointed fire-engines, firemen, T.vin ‘2 il OltI.T % nst ut lon—out-patients . . . . . .- 153
and other necessary establishments; but there is no united fire-brigade. ; ying-in Institution—out-patients ... ..o 350
47. Very good, as shown by the report of the medical gentlemen, published in 1541,
1 herewith sent : 31.662
and herewith sent. :
48. There is no one part of the borough which ean be considered more unhealthy than
another, this view of the case is sustair}ed by a reference to the mortuary registers. i 60. The public hospitals and some other public buildings are well ventilated, others im-
49. No satisfactory answer can be given {0 this Question. i perfectly; the modes adopted are various. :
50. Geenerally convenient, having a cellar for fuel, &e.; a living -room, averaging from G 61. None. _
12 to 15 feet square, and a chamber and attic over, the same size. i 62. 9th Geo. IV., Sess. 1828; Commissioners’ Act, 7th Geo. IV.; Water Company’s
51. Almost every puor family have a house to themselves. g Act; Gas Company’s Act.
52. The state of the air in the habitations of the poor is in genceral sufliciently good. i
During the summer the air is hot and close in the upper apartments of small houses A
situate in the narrow and more confined courts. There are no arrangements introduced 3 * The laws of the Lying-in Instilution not published, but in the press.
i + Vaccinated 866 at the stations, in addition to those vaccinated at the town infirmary.

directly for the purpose of ventilation; but there is in almost every room an open fire-
place and chimney, besides a window capable of being opened : the staircases are very

commonly uninclosed.

1 Vacecinated also, 1614.
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Letter addressed to Mr. Slancy on the State of the Courts.

irmi. November, 1843.
Dear S, DBirmingham, Nor s

My principal motive for now addressing you is to point out the necessity flur the c.\‘tcg.?lm:
of salutary powers to the state of the level and repmr of the courts as well as their rmf}a}gle.ﬂ anc.,'
I had the pleasure of seeing you in Birmingham I have visited 167 of the confllf, “.lt . e \110\:1
of ascertaining their condition in these respects; and the result of the observations '(ddel"{ an :ec-or; go
on the spot is that, out of that number, S8 are bad, both as regards their lc.\rel.ml'1 ‘(lmgaaoe," )
are quite out of Tepair; 44 are good as to their le\'.el ; but bad as to ﬂ]el}‘ drains; while fm;e fto;n
as to their drains, but defective in their level, while 23 only may be said to be m aéper ecl-_ .,"a e.
Aeainst many I have written the word disgraceful, and a few I have the pleasure © I}‘:!COI( ing ]z)ls
excellent. Thus you will perceive that a court may be well supplied with drmns,‘but tl ]eS(;) mn)[r1 e
rendered of no avail by the court being badly levelled; other courts will be “e'lld lzu:1 ), 1{1;_ tt eui
drains will be defective; while beth the level and the drainage may be good, but rendered 1ne crf:. ua
by the state of Tepair, permitting large pools of stagnant water to remain after' illgavy rfm}r;s, 'rolr.n
whence eshalations proceed which mix with the atmospherical air, by which the dwellings of the work-
pec'}[}‘)ﬁ: a{i‘:sts;ll}:}t):\lrzd.inﬂuence to health of air impregnated with tl}ese_exllalations is pomtecfl. o]ut b}'* alrl
medical writers, but it is particularly noticed by Sir John Pringle in his work on diseases o tlle me} ;
and also by Sir Gilbert Blane in his observations on the Walchieren fever: in these 1n_stanﬁc3es the iun
Ppoison was jnhaled in its most concentrated form ; when taken In 2 more diluted form 1tsf e ccts(s1 are. etss
severe, as witnessed in the ague, which formerly prevailed in a very severe form m our eim?yd 1st11;11c s,
but which is now become almost extinct by the superior and more effectual draimage elflglo) ed. o“(i
althouch these effects are not so visible, or so immediately injurious to health in the ba y-'cqns.trutitt;
courts?I cannot have any doubt in my mind but that it does produce an effect more or less mjurious fo
healtb- I remain, dear Sir,

Your cbedient servant,

R. A. Stancy, Esq. Jayes RusseLc!

A Stamsticat. Report of a Survey, made with the view of -ascertaining the state as to Level,
Drainage, and Repair, of 202 Courts, situated in the Streets lying between Summer-row and Suow-
hill, being a portion of the older part of Birmingham.

Nomber | Defective | sosumeent | BREE | g | e |
Coouris Level, but mal;y Level and ! state regards Dlsgrace.ful
—_— Visited in | 20Y with well Drainage, | R 0:1 o Df{ﬁ.;?’ . Courts.
each Strect. l%-(:;gs. Levelted. oliftge;l:;r. : * znd Reiﬁi;.
x

Bread-street . . i0 4 4 3 l 4 . .
Newmarket-street . . 1 1 1 . ’ 1 v

Great Charles-street . 12 5 2 4 : T 1 .
Edmund-street. . . 19 8 8 9 L }4 1 2
New Dale-street . 4 1 1 2 | 1 .. .
. Mount-street + . o 8 4 3 3 ' 4 .o ..
Mary Ann-street . - 6 2 5 1 4 iy .
Water-street . . 8 5 5 2 6 . ..
Ludgate-hill . . . 7 5 4 .o 6 .. 2
Church-street . . . g 5 4 6 ] . .
Lionel-street « . - 24 12 14 0 22 I 1 2
Livery-street . . - 47 17 | 18 8 26 1 11 G
Henrietta-street . . 10 6 6 2 6 2 .s
Little Charles-street . 16 11 11 3 13 2 1
Ann-street . .« . 4 1 2 2 4 . 1
Conegreve-street . . 1 1 1 | 1 . .o
Fleet-street . . - 11 v/ 6 3 10 |

Charlotte-street . - 5 1 2 2 : 3 1 1

Total. . .| 202 06 o7 50 ¢ 136 | 1D 15
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The following table exhibits the ratio of mortality to population in the several regis-
trar’s districts in the borough of Birmingham, in the years 1841 and 1842: —

-

Mortality pér Cent.

. to Population. .
Name of District. Parish.

1841. 1842,

All Saints . . . . . .| 215 1:96 | In parish of Birmingham.
St. George* . . . . .| 262 2-56 | Ditto.
St. Maryt. . . . . .| 269 2-39 | Ditto.
St&.Pawl . . . . . .| 223 2-02 | Ditto.

St. Philip. . . . . .} 24 2:49 | Ditto.

St.Peter . . . . . .| 256 2-55 | Ditto.

St.Martmn . . . . .| 261 2°3 Ditto.

St.Thomas . . . . .| 2-17 | 266 | Ditto.

Lady Woed . . . . .| 1'82 2+1 Ditto. B

Deritend and Bordesley . .| 2-13 2:15 | Part of Aston parish.

Duddeston and Nechells . .| 2°5 2-42 | Ditto. .

Edgbasten. . . . . .} 1°51 1-43 | Whole of parish of Edgbaston.
Borough of Birmingham .| 2°45 2-48

. .
et R A A L A e e Uk b

f

Observations on the preceding Statement.

The distriets used for the purposes of registrafion of births and deaths, in Birmingham, are arbitrary
divisions, originally formed for collection of poor rates. They are not co-extensive with any parishes of the
same names.

* The distriet of St. George includes the general hospital and the infant asylom, 2 branch of.the Bir-
mingham workhouse.

+ The district of St. Mary includes the Birmingham workhouse.

The above mentioned establishments are nof included in the statement of mortality in districts, as it
would lead to erroneous conclusions as to the comparative salubrity of the distriets, but the whole is in-
cluded in the statement as to the borough of Birmingham. The low rate of meortality in the parish of
Edgbaston, is doubtless attributable to a generous supply of fooed and clothing amongst a comparatively
wealthy class, as well as to locality.

Benry KNigHT.

Extract from a Letter, dafed 29th December, 1843, from Thomas TWeston, Esq., Mayor of Birmingham,
addressed to the Secretary of the Health of Towns® Commission.

¢ Although in this borough much has been done in the process of improvement, yet much still
remains to be done; we have still many crowded, narrow and inconvenient streets and passages, un-
favourable alike to the health and convenience of the inhabitants ; and, I believe, other large manu-
facturing boroughs must be in a similar situation.

“ The greatest obstacle to improvement is the trouble and expense of obfaining a separate Act of
Parliament for each occasion; but if an Act were passed enabling all town councils to effect improve-
ments, and regulate newly-projected streets, under the sanction of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
the IHome Department, or of a Board of Commissioners named for that purpose, I fecl persuaded
that the progressive improvement of towns would be much facilitated, and the general health of the
inhabitants increased.”
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the sewers empty themselves close to the town in some instances.

7 There are sewers and branch-drains 1n the old parts of the town, not in those new
streets which are composed of small houses.

TOWN OF WEDNESBURY.
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R : Deatns in the Wolverhampton Union for the Three Years 1840-42. APPENDII.

HIREE] BOROUGH OF WOLVERHAMPTON. - e ki
¥ 1 TN ; er g - Ig
it - Townshi 1810 1841 1842 A‘ﬁfge 1831 1841 {Centape on Remark IPolverhampicn. ; !
1 APPENDIX. P 3 Years., |Fopulation|Pupulation. 1841 S i
158 Reruies by J. Hu, Esq., J.P., and a CommiTTEE of INHABITARTS. ‘ ' Population. %ap]j%s Pby J. Hill. .
i3 Borough of . ) , sq., J.P.,and a i
it | s hi i in every dir  The canals lock downwards towards the i C i

1k Wolverhampton. lmﬁ;:(t)f:;;(ll;(}l;lg}lu\; ith a fall in every direction The canals lock Wolverhampton [1,110 [1,006 '1,000 | 1,068% | 2 4,710 | 36,382 9:9 |The Unh;g Iliou;e be- | ;};I;gli:a:&?f

1K LT o nelg eTs. : ilston. . . 2| 613 ] 620 28 2|2 ‘1 | ing in Wolverhamp- '

HIREE %ephe&sgy :;1 (E:“' 9, Standsbchieﬂy on the new red sandstone, brokenTand distocated ; on the south and cast %ﬁltg:lnl] ?gg 990 250 g,ﬁé Ig:gg 1 g’égg §; ton iucre%ses the ae-

_ b ;4 . - .y - 4 R . - [ - - o F gt P e .t

HREE Cz?nmittee of heg tli\e}r Staffordshire coal-field. Tor drainage sec No. 1. Wednesfidd . %0 0 g 108 g2: | 1.879| 3.168 246 ;f;gat;nst‘;ﬁlglf:;? n:p}:

o 14 Inhabitanis. . No. | s

’ g 1 1 No. 2,021 [1,918 2,068 | 2,0024 | 46,915 | 68,425 | 28

By 6. None. The old streets arc, the new streets are not, thel:e bemg no controlling power Sedgley in the borough of Wolverhampton, but within the Superivtendent Registrar’s district, the Dudley Uuion.

| Sk before the houses are built. There are such pools and open ditches n some of the streets;

_ 8. Very deficient in nun}ber- They usually empty into open ash-holes, and, when full,

HERS L the ashes and filth are carried out together. Nc(){n‘h. i o -

HEEE 9. Not generally in the best streets, and very deficient in the others. o . _ Toun of

HER 10. There are \z'ells under the grat:?s in the streets, in which the water deposits 1ts sedi- Rerries by the Rev. J. CLarksoN and a ComMITTEE of INHABITANTS. Wednesbury.

hi arlv i ‘hi ccumulation in the sewers. Not ; ) ] .
ment, and which are regularly emptied, which prevents 2 ]. Wednesbury is a market-town in the county of Stafford, and mostly built on the Replies by the Rev.

J. Clarkson and a

L e bt idmren s Akt ye cnnm e op e e o - - ‘
SRECTRY . T Vhen . ' - — -
e VoL U L LTS A I R SR
ORI e —— .
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trapped.

11. No.

12. Such refuse lies on the surface in the poorer streets.

13. They are generally cylindrieal, from 9 to 30 inches; brickwork cuts from ls. to 4e.

er foot.

P 14. They are cleansed by men employed for that and other purposes by the Commis-
sioners under the Wolverhampton Town Act.

15. Sce 14.

16. Not done at all.

17. Sce 8. _

18. Deposited in open spaces in the town not built upon. Docs not sell for cost of
getting together. .

19. There is a local Act, but not very cffective.

90. Some wide, some narrow, built in some instances in courts and alleys; some built
back to back; some courts closed. No arrangements for cleansing.

21. None.

decline of a hill, falling into a branch of the river Tame. Population in 1841, 14,627.
Eight miles from Birmingham, three from Bilston, three from Walsall, four and a half
fron Dudley.

2. The surface is very various. On the hill the subsoil is gravelly; on the lower part

of the town clayey. The facilities for drainage are remarkably good. There are mines of

coal and iron-stone in the parish.

3 No. Sometimes the river Tame, after a great fall of rain, overflows the meadows.

4. We are not aware of any. -

5. No.

6. We have no regulations for the drainage of the town. The public streets are gene-
rally laid out and paved with channels for the water; the back streets, courts, and alleys
are not laid out with proper inclinations; they are, for the most part, uneven and unpaved,
and, to a considerable degree, are favourable to the retention of stagnant moisture and
accumulations of refuse thrown from the houses. Yes.

7. 'There are not any public drains; such drains are very desirable in this parish.

8. By nomeans; and even for those which are built there are no arrangements made to

Committee of
Inhahiiants.

99, The local Act does not provide for these things.

. ';:‘ : Eoh 23. All suitably arranged in these particulars. empty them into drains or cesspools They are, for the most part, cleansed by farmers,

who move the night-soil in barrows down the entries, and, in some instances, through the

- Dijr 24. None. . . . g
- [BE : 95, None : g houses imto the streets to load into their waggons or carts. There are no public neces-
- W 26. Private, and a few public pumps. Supply very deficient, and altogether inadequate Sarics. )
e £ 9. There are no house-drains.
for the prevention of fires. ) _ _ ) i 10. We hav i or
97. T'he water clear and good. No chemical analysis. Contains carbonate of lime. 2 - yye nave no public sewers.
R N o b 11. We have no local regulations.
28. None. 3 5 N . S _ . .
50 N 3 12. Not having any water-courses, the liquid refuse is gencrally thrown away promiscu-
29. None of these. i 5 - ) 153 !
& ously, and allowed to soak into the subsoil, or to remain stagnant, according to the nature

30. The township of Wolverhampton comprises about 6600 dwellings.
31. None.
; 32. No stand-pipes for the poor. Supplied from pumps.

of the ground.
15. The surveyors of the highways cleanse the streets, so far as concerns those which
belong to the public, by labourers employed for that purpose.

P Tt TN
SRALTSRORYIE o

' : laints; ntit bundant. . ) . .
? : gs- Nf COTL\“II; aints; quantity not abu ..;-3 16. No; consequently they are in a filthy condition. For the mode of cleansing, see
L 42. The supply is very deficient. ansl\;eréﬂ Q].mﬁtmu S
L 43. None. - enerally not. ) -
: i 44, Vory fow }{8) There are no places for this purpose.
i S . . . No
B 14 o 45. Scarcely any party-walls. p - 3 ..
'i - 46. Two lagrre goxgn-enrrines, and one by the Birmingham Firc Office. Three firemen, 20. The’y‘ are not laid out in wide streets,and are generqa]ly badly arranged. Few back
aided b oliceo = - to back. There are narrow courts and alleys, and some iew losed at the end. 'There is
daei 8] 47 g‘rre}:wrallly vood ; nooa-l‘rangement for cleansing.
B ;f | 48. Fevers are not prevalent, but occur in those parts of the town where the sewers are : :;% r\I\‘}lefc are m{t h"ilf\a dozen cellar dwellings in the parish.
y iRAiEl imperfect or not introduced at all. | e s e have no (T)ca Acts.
. g %9, About 17 days. . 23. 'S.Tcs; yes.  Very little.
I . 50. Some good; the greater part built without any regard to comfort or cleanliness. ] gfé II:TODC “’h_ate"ef' s or
N B 51. Lately more than one family is crowded into one house; the average has been 5% ‘)g- F‘?“Cs ef?ff}n canals or pools. o
pi B in cach house; but as 1200 houses out of 6600 are at present uninhabited, its average e, rom private and public wells, but most from the river Tame by water-carts or
! : must now be about 6. paLs. . Badly sunplied fr ol
o L 52. Ventilation good in conscquence of the abundance of fuel. p: o ‘N ys P]I :e rom wells.
i - 53. Comfortably warm. No regular form of fire-place.  Coal. % o rpa & O SUPTY _ ' _
| ol o1 Teie introduced into shops, not houses. Means of escape som otimes used. 2 27. There has been no analysis of water. The water from the wells is tolerably good,
%g g 55. Very bad.  No police recrnlations 4 but not a plentiful supply. We know of no complaints, except as it respects the want of
- I L . e ] B y : : : 3 « "C 8 N 7 \
3 ii il 50. A dispensary, with casualty ward; supported by voluntary contributions ; relieves :3'; a %gqgf‘}‘l(iidi;i?;c;ﬁ) 5“11’111) .
' ,ﬂaé fai T about 2000 annually. g 30° About 93 public mode. o .
- AE ‘ 61. None. ] o B out 2300 in the parlsh: The adjoining parishes are very populous.
| ; ! 62. A eopy of Town Act sent herewith. 5 3§ N),O'.carrymg it from public or private wells, or from the river.
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TVednesbury.

Replies by the Rev.
J.Clarkson and a
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Letter to the Com-
missioners respect-
ing water.

Town of Walsall,

Replies by 2 Com-
mittee of Inhabit-
ants.
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40. No.

43. None.

44. Fires very rarely have occurred,

45. Yes.

46. Not in the parish, nor within two miles.

47. Tolerably good.

48. Having no separate districts we can only say, that the lower parts of the town are
more subject to fevers, and the mortality appears greater. This was particularly ob-

servable at the time of the cholera.

49, From nine days to a fortnight.

50. Very bad, _ _ _
_ 51. The houses are small, and generally occupied by single families. In bad times two
Ayitlies 6&en reside in the same house. A house is generally about 11 feet square, with
a room above.

52. Bad. A great want of arrangements for proper ventilation.

53. Yes; a stove-grate and coal is their constant fuel.

54. It is only introduced into shops, and we are not aware of any escapes for bad air-

55. Very wretched. No. _
56. Upon a moderate calculation, we should think about 20 per cent.

57. About 3s. per week. _ _ .
58. There is no gratuitous medical advice, except what is supplied by the parish.
59. None. :

60. There is no ventilation except by casements. .
61. There is about 16 acres of common land two miles from the town. There is a large

extent of lammas land; but, in some instances, the proprictors have built upon it, and in

others inclosed it.
62. There are none.

Sir, Wednesbury, August 28, J1843.

1 TrINE it Tight to inform you that the three wells, mentioned at the meeting on Thursday as

affording 2 sufficient supply of water, I visited after the meeting was over.
One well had not @ gallon of water in it : the other iwo (fully three-quarters of a mile from the
town) have not had any water in the nearest for two months, and is quite dry; at the other, 2n old
woman was endeavouring to get about the full of a tea-cup at a time from among the rubbish at the

bottom.
Mr. 1 understand has a good well on his own premises, and as parties so circumstanced

generally sell water, he may not be altogether a disinterested witness.
He informed me since, he * would oppose any measure for a supply of water,” as he did “ not con-

sider it required, and the people had enough to pay already.”

I remain, sir,
Your obedient servant,

— S ——

R. A.Slaney, Esq.,
&e. 8-c.

TOWN OF WALSALL.

Repries by a CoMMITTEE of INHABITANTS.

1. Walsall is situated on an elevation, decidedly higher than the surrounding country, the
canal level being 500 feet above the sea. The brooks are sources of the Trent. ‘

9. The limestone fault of the Great Staffordshire coal basin crops out here its highest point,
except Dudley.. The surface is generally loamy ; subsoil gravel, Lime-rock underneath,
affording every facility for drainage the Walsall brook flowing through the town, and affording
a fall of six feet.

3. The lower parts of the town and meadows are flooded very seldom, and fo no great extent

by heavy rains, the flood passing off in a few hours.
4. There is a weir in the town to supply water from the brook for mill power ; but in floods

the escape of the water takes place rapidly and easily over it and the brook banks, which are
low. The weir cannot be considered injurious.

5. None.
6. There is no system of drainage. The courts and alleys generally are naturally favourable

for the discharge of surface water, but the surface being uneven and unpaved, and without
courses, the stagnant moisture and accumulations of filth are considerable. There are many
stagnant ditches and open cesspools about the town.

7. No system of under-drainage exists. But few of the streets have public sewers; these
are, however, being built as opportunity offers. Branch drains a1e laid in where public sewers
exist.

§. Each house has, generally, its own necessary, which is arranged to empty into open ash-
pits, the contents being carted off and sold when full, for which the Commissioners have
owers given them in the Town Act. There are no public necessaries.

9. No complaints are made of the house-drains emitting smells. House-drainage (and
entirely in the poorer districts) is generally by means of surface gutters.
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10. The public sewers are constructed with cesspools to collect deposits, being bricked or  A»

. . =] PENDIX.
flagged over; they arc nof trapped. The cesspools are emptied by the scavengers when _
necessary. A Lor the (ol | A Town of Walsall.

11. The Town Act, under the f{ollowing title: < - Ang, Lighti Tatchi S
Cleansing, Widening "Regulating, and ofherwise Im;rﬁ;:fl:o:hlsa"rl}g;h%? h\t{%%;a‘lf} atcgmg, Replies by = Cot-

i g ! -ttt -5 - o and the mittee of inhabit-
N elghbourhood thereof, within the Parish of Walsall, in the County of Stafford ;” but no ants.
clause in this Act goes to enforce any system of drainage, public or private.

12. Some of the sewers open into the brook above and some below the weir, and one or two
info the meadows below the town, which latter soak into the soil as manure; but a large pro-
portion of the liquid refuse running along the surface gutters, soaks in or evaporates.

13. The sewers are circular, from 18 to 94 inches diameter, at about 3s. per running yard
cost; the branch drains usually 9 x 6 inches. o

14. By the rush of wafer during heavy rains. The cesspools are cleaned by the scavengers
at a small annual expense. °

15. Two scavengers are constantly employed by the Commisstoners under the Act, who .
(occasionally assisted by others) cleanse each street about once in each week, at an expense of
about 100/. per annum,

16. No, being considered as private yards, and not under the jurisdiction of the Commis-
sioners, the refuse (in many cases) is allowed to accumulate to a great extent by the poor
inhabitants for the use of their gardens, or is sold to farmers.

17. See Answer to 8th respecting the dust-bins or ash-pits.

18. There are no public places of deposit, it being swept up and carted away at once by a
person who takes it for his trouble.

19. The town Act. See Answer 11.

90. The streets are generally spacious and well-built, having alleys leading into courts,
many of which are closed at the end ; there are but very few houses built back to back ; the
arrangements for cleansing are at the option of the inhabitants, as stated in Answer 16.

91." There are no cellar dwellings in. this town.

92, The town Act would of course prevent any interference with the present public sireets;
but the laying out of new streets, and arrangement of buildings, depends entirely on the
terms agreed upon by the parties concerned.

923. Ves; yes; although thereare no private attached play-grounds, the open spaces in the
neighbourhood afford ample scope for healthful exercise for the scholars.

34 None but the roads and lanes, or those fields which footpaths cross, and where, con-
sequently, mucl trespass is committed. The only public space is the race-course, which is
called lammas land. The freehold of this land vests in the Lord of the Mauor, (the Earl
of Bradford,) subject to a right of pasturage of neat cattle belonging to frecholders only, for
the winter six months. The extent is 194. 3r.

95. None, it being a trespass to bathe in those pools in the neighbourhood, and which are
_dangerous, being old lime pit-holes. The brook and mill-stream are too shallow, the former
mn a;mmer being generally stagnant. The Company by their Act forbid bathing in the
canal,

926—41. There are eight or ten public street-pumps, and usually one in each court for the
poor, the better houses having each their own. From these sources the supply is abundant,
excepting in the locality of Park-street, where latterly the water has failed irom the drainage
of the mines sunk in that neighbourhood. This subject has frequently occupied the attention
of the municipality, but want of funds has prevenied any project {rom being entertained.

The quality of the water is wholesome, although impregnated with lime, and sometimes iron.

49, There being no supply from pipes; in most localities, the supply is only to be obtained
from pumps, and consequently conveyed by hand.

43. There are no arrangements for any of these purposes.

44. This has been about one in each year, negligence being the prevailing cause.

45, Yes, whole streets; there being, in fact, no proper party-walls to resist fire.

46. There are two well-appointed and-manued engines, belonging to the Norwich and Bir-
mingham offices. )

47. Very good, as shown from the abstract from the Mortuary Register; the average of
deaths during the last five years, ina population of 16,058, being 416; being about 1 in 38,
or about 2-6 per cent.

_ 48. Built in narrow streets and closed courts without sewerage, and subject to constant exhala-
tions from accumulations of filth and surface water.

49. This depends so much on the condition of this class, asto its supplies of food and clothing,
(as affected by the state of trade), that none but a general average can be given. But upon the
whole, from 20 to 40 days.

50. Brick and tile, wooden stairs; being superior in their accommodation {o those in many
other manufacturing towns.

5l. .In general, one family in ench tenement of Lwo stories; but at present, owing to the great
d.epljessmn of trade, and to save poor’s rates and other levies, many cases are found of two fami-
lies in one tenement. The rooms vary from 10 to 12 feet square, one and two beds in a sleeping-
room, averaging three inmates in each room.

52. Heated by crowded rooms and constant. fires, (from the abundance of coal,) doors and
casements afford abundant meaus of ventilation.

53. They. are. The fire-places are open with wide chimmnies, and coal is abundant.

54, Gas is universal in the shops, and is used in a few of the halls and lobbies of dwelling-
houses ; no accumulations of bad air are known of.

55. Bad, both in their moral and social condition ; crowded; many beds in one room ; and

s,
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these occupied, in many instances, by persons of either sex. Thers are no police regulations

that affect them.

56. This cannot be ascertained from any information accessible at present.

57. The relief afforded by the Guardians embraces all neeessary food, clothing, and medi-
cines, with wine upon the surgeon’s requisition, at an expeuse to this parish, say, of about 100/.
per week for the whole. Of this. one-tenth at 1he least, may be given in aid of sickness. There

.

are no data by which to ascertain the proportion of reliet’ given to the worst districts, nor the

amount of private charity. . _ .
58. Tt is freely sought and supplied to all cases deemed fit subjects for pauper medical relief ;

there being three medical officers for Walsall distriet, independent of the voluntary assistance

of the medical profession generally.

59. None; a self-supperting dispensary was given up, in consequence of the improved and

extended pauper medical relief afforded by the Union. _
60. Churches and schools are well ventilated, the Union workhouse particularly so, by

sliding ventilators into the lobbies and ceilings.
61._ None but the race-course, as described in reply to Query No. 24.
62. None but the Town Act, the title of which is set forth in reply to Query 11.

N.B. Walsall appears as a town unusually free from those severe forms of disease prevalent
in populous towns; typhus being of rare occurrence; ague almost unknown; but pulmonary

disease 1s common.

TOWN OF BILSTON.

Rereis by a CoMuMITTEE of INHABITAKTS.

1. Bilston is situate 23 miles south-cast of Wolverhampton, 1% miles north-west of Wil-
lenhall, 2 miles west of Darlaston, 2% miles west of Wednesbury, 43 miles south-west of
Walsall, 5 miles north of Dudley, 10} miles north-west of Birmingham. The upper town of
Bilston lies high, and possesses every facility for drainage, there being a rapid fall to the
brook. The lower town lies nearly wpon a level, with a slight fall to the brook. In fact,
there is a gradual descent all the way from the high part of Wednesbury to Bilston Brook,
at the lowest part of which the lower town is situate. Bradley, a hamlet of Bilston, is
high, and might be easily drained.

2. The geological character of the country is that of the coal-measures overlying the
Wenlock limestone. The only peculiarity is the presence of porphyTitic greenstone, and
occasionally compact basalt. The soil of Bilston, where collieries have not been opened,
has a preponderance of aluminous carth. The subsoil is generally brick earth. The sand-
stone is rather an important feature in the geology of Bilston, on account of its compact-
ness and great thickness.

3. Tt is not liable to be flooded.

4. There are not any obstructions to_the natural drainage, or to the free flow or cscape
of the flood water, except such as arise from obstructions by buildings in the brook course.

5. No. :

6. There arc not any regulations for draining the town or district. The main streets
are laid out with proper inclinations and paved channels; but many of the courts are
under the level of the streets. The streets are Macadamized, and in good order. The
courts and alleys are unpaved and uncven, and favourable to the retention of stagnant
moisture, and the accumulations of refuse, &c., thrown from the houses. The brook, in

assing through the town, accumulates great uantities of filth,and becomes very offensive ;
possibly it might be amended by filling up the parts below the level. ‘There are open and
stagnant ditches in varlous parts of the town, viz., Wynn’s-fold, Birch’s-buildings, Work-
house-fold, Wolverhampton-street, &e. -

7. A main-drain was made a few years ago through nearly the whole of High-street,
and thence through Church-street and Lichfield-strect down to the brook, and cross-drains
in two instances only have been made from adjoining streets into the main-drain. This is
the only drainage for the upper town. In the lower town there is 2 main-drain emptying
itself into the brook ; the fall is not rapid, and no cross-drains run into it.

8. The houses in general have not proper necessaries ; the landlords now provide them
in some instances. 'They are not so arranged as to empty into drains or cesspools, but into
the ash-hole or dust-bin, and, when that is full, the ncighbouring farmers come and carry
it all uway. There are not any public necessaries.

9. The house-drains are not properly cleansed by water or other meuns; the refuse
acewmnulates in them and emits offensive smells. A great majority of the small houses
have not any drains.

10. The public sewers are not so constructed as to prevent the accumulation of decom-
posing refuse; nor are they trapped ; accumulations are from time to time removed by
the Commissioners of Turnpikes. The main-drain gives relief to a very small portion of
the towr, as will be seen by a reference to the map, on which the line of the main-drain is
marked in rel ink.

11. No. g

12. A large portion of the liquid refusc is thrown into the water-courses, and a large
portion is allowed to sink into the subsoil.
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13. The scctional form of cach description of sewer is about three feet horizontal
diameter, and four feet perpendicular.

14. The existing sewers are cleansed once a-year by and at the joint expense of the
Commissioners of Turnpikes and Surveyors of Highways; the expense is trifling, the
main-drain from the upper town cleansing itsclf, in great measure, by its rapid fall. ’

15. The streets are cleansed weekly by scavengers employgd by the Commissioners of
Turnpikes and Surveyors of the Highways, each 1 their respective jurisdictions, and the
expense defrayed out of their general funds; but neither party is compelled to do this,
and may cease if they think proper.

16. "I'hose courts and alleys which are inaccessible to carts, and inhabited by the poorer
classes, are not cleansed by appointed scavengers; the refuse is removed at the expense
of the tenants or landlords, but gencrally inefficiently.

17. Answered by No. 8.

18. None.

19. None.

20. The greater proportion of the sites of houses is in narrow lanes, courts, and alleys.
Several streets are wide and open.  Many houses are built back to back. The courts are

nerally closed at the end. There arc not any arrangements for cleansing. Small houses
are built without any regard to regularity in general. :

21. There are not any cellar dwellings.

22, No.

93. The school-rooms for the labouring classes are in some instances favourably con-
structed in respect to site, drainage, light, warmth, and ventilation; in others not: proper
necessaries are attached to them. In some instances there are play-grounds, but by no
means large enough. '

24. No.

25. No.

26. The town is supplied with water from various sources:—ZFor domestic use, from a
fow private pumps or wells, private rain-water tanks, and by the Dudley Water-works
Company, and hired water carts. For watering the roads in dry weather, by the Commis-
sioners of Turnpikes, from the brook. For the prevention of fire, from the mains of the
Dudley Company. -

27. The water supplied by the Dudley Company is what is termed /ard, in a medium
degree. The reservoir at Coseley is supplied by land-streams which flow over beds of
limestone, with which it becomes impregnated. The only ill effects known to follow its
use are cutancous eruptions, which are attributed to the new lead service-pipes.

28. Water is distributed chicfly by the mains of the Dudley Company, water-carts, and
pails carried by women, often from long distances.

29. By all three, as stated in the foregoing answers.

30. Four thousand one hundred and fifty-one houses.

31. Three hundred and thirty-four houses; about twenty houses have a separate tank.

32. The poorer classes are supplied chiefly from pumps or draw wells, and by supplies
fetched in paiis from the water-engines in the different collicries, often at a considerable
distance, and by begging.

33. In cases where the Dudley Company supply water there are no complaints ; but in
those where there is no such supply, which is mainly the case, complaints are universal as
to the want of water, its dearness, and its quality.

%ii. To landlords farming small tenements 10s. cach, private houses from 20s. to GOs
each.

35. A full supply by the company to all parties, without limitation of quantity.

36. Yes, under the provisions of the Act of Parliament 4 Will. IV., entitled “ An Act
for supplying the Borough of Dudley, in the County of Worcester, and the Neighbour-
hood thereof, with Water.”

37. Special power is given by the Act to cnforce a proper supply under specific
penalties.

38. No.

39. The water is kept on—on Monday, one hour; on Tuesday, four hours; on Thurs-
day, four hours; on Saturday, four hours.

40. No.

4], Yes.

42, A supply of water may be had at any time.

43. None.

44, Fires are of very rare occurrence; on an average, not more than one annually.

45. No.

46. None.

47. Bilston is not gencrally an unhealthy town; its situation is rather clevated, and the
soil isdry. The high ratio of mortality shown by the registers is presnmed to be occasioned
ber the unhealthiness of specific localities, such as Birch’s-buildings, Workhouse-fold,
Wynn's-fold, Wolverhampton-street. The fact may be ascertain(:(bl by extracts with
reference to these particular localities from the 1'egistei's, through the medium or under the
direction of the Registrar-General, or the superintendent of the district, and it would be
satisfactory to have such facts ascertained by the Commissioners under the Health of
Towns Comnission, as perfectly disinterested parties.

48. The houses in some parts of the town or district are in a bad state of repair, espe-
cidlly some in the Workhouse-fold, Birch’s-buildings, Quarry-lane, the Bury, and Ettings-
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middle classes, but no escape is provided for the bad air which 1t produces.

55. The lodging-houses are generally crowded, and very dirty; there are not any police
or other regulations with regard to them.

56. The average proportion of loss of rent from interruption in employment, and
expenses occasioned by sickness and mortality, does not exceed one per cent.—3a circum-
stance owing to the rent depending generally upon the earnings of several rather than of
one individual member of a family.

57. The committee are unable to ascertain, with any degree of certainty, the extent of
parochial or charitable relief given in nid of sickness In the districts where the average
duration of life is the lowest ; nor are they able to devise any means by which they could
ascertain the extent of such relief.

58. Great numbers apply to druggists for advice ; the men are chiefly in clubs; and

arish elicf is furnished to all whose circumstances do not enable them to pay for medical
advice. There are not any public charities in the town. A great cause of the mortality
among children may be traced to the indiscriminate use of popular medicines, such as
Godfrey’s cordial, and others containing opium, as well as deleterious medicines adminis-
tered without proper medical advice.

59. None.

60. The churches and chapels are tolerabiy ventilated.

61. None.

62. None.

Copy of the Return of the Registrar for the Bilston District to the Registrar- General.

1. Wolverhampton-street, Workhouse-fold, Birch’s-buildings, Wynn's-fold, Quarry-
lane, Bowen’s-fold, Temple-street, Bury. Bridge-street, some courts in Oxford-street, and
High-street.

3 Fatal cases of small-pox and measles now rare, though, before vaccination became
general, small-pox very destructive in the above-mentioned places. Scarlatina in the
summer frequently prevails lin the same localities, though not exclusively confined to
them. Deaths from hooping-cough seldom. Diarrheea and dysentery most prevalent in
the autumn among young people in the same places. No cholera since 1832, when
nearly 800 died under siz weeks. Influenza mnot confined to any particular locality, only
one death this nine months. Typhus does not extensively prevail, though a few bad
cascs have oceurred in the above-mentioned places. Epidemics prevailing mostly in the
same places. '

3. One case of typhus, of malignant character, in a court of Oxford-strect; confined
yard, with wash-tubs and pig-sties. One house in Workhouse-fold, where four persons
were afflicted with it. One woman and two children died with typhus in Quarry-lane.
One house in the Birch’s-buildings where all were ill, and one died. Not having the
whole of the register-books in my possession, I cannot state with accuracy thesc points.

4. Front streets wide, some of the back very narrow and dirty ; many of the courts and
folds very confined and unhealthy. One court in High-street with building opposite
within six feet, excluding almost light. There are many with 10, 20, and in onc 50 houses,
where free currents of air are almost impossible. The majority of the courts I conceive
to be unhealthy. The streets are now drained, but the courts and folds are filthy, the
drainage lying in the centre, together with many wash-tubs and pig-sties. In some of
these places the cholera was most malignant in 1832 Bad supply of water; the water-
works have lately introduced it into the town, but the expense prevents ‘it from being
available to the poor. The people are generally cleanly, but would be more so if water
were more prevalent. The population very dense, 20,000 in the township upon 600 acres.
“ Occupation,” miners, japanners, and those engaged in iron-works. Iarnings low and
irregular, averaging 8s. or 10s. per weck, with three or four days employment. “ Food ™
consists of bread and potatoes, with occasionally bacon, rarely butchers’ meat. Diet much
inferor to the poor in the Union house. Plenty of coal for firing, using it in their rooms
in the winter as a substituie for clothing. Habits temperate, though formerly very much
otherwise. Lichfield-street, Mount-pleasant, Bride’s-row, front houses of Oxford-street

7R - et e, .
e o e ey Ly T
wb'owm.wm.z.b‘x.nm\:.-:- A

A T P NP P

APPENDIX. hall-lane, which parts are densely crowded, very filthy, and without any drainage or ] . ]
— cleansing,. Fe\'cr1 aencrally prc\'agls, to a certain gxtent,)in one or more of t}wse p:u'tgs. and a few otherh'places, are t}wl lqostlhezﬂithy,' th{'; drea.t}]s} m t(}llese fiocaht?_es being no more  AppENDIX.
L Town of Bilston, 49. The m'erageaduration of illness among the working elasses is from 10 to 14 days. than md malrllyl other towns, while in the places ahove referred to I consider them one or Toun of Bilston
iy ] Rep]ies-};;-_a Com-  90. A large proportion consists of one room of bricks and tiles, of 10 or 12 feet square, i one and a half per cent. more. Jonx Frirows, Registrar for the Bilston Distri wn o Tuston.
i mittee of Tnhabit-  with a bed-room over it. Many of the old hovels on coal-pit banks arc used as dwelling- r s A46f Jor the buiston Listrict.
18 ants. laces by the very poor or jmprovident. Thesc consist of a conical-shaped building about
| 13 10 or 12 feet in diameter. :
) { 51. Generally speaking, one family, consisting of about five persons, occupigs each house.
1Rk Therft_:‘ arflz mzi:ly, howcxf‘.cr, i}l: Hall-street, Ha}l-fold, \\'h(il:f fc:ach room 1s O(E{:l.{l‘l)l(!dg))y a Sscipa-
i rute family, the size of such rooms ranging from 7 to 14 feet square and from 6 to 8 feet MAY
B "-{:-‘ high. Tlge average number of occupantbs of such rooms is from t(}lu'ec to six. TOWN OF DUDLEY.
B i %2, The rooms of the poorer classes are generally very close, in many instanees filthy, —
F l{ . and only ventilated by the windows or chimney. The windows are seldom opened, and, R e a C ' ' T
- B { like th%;hmne)v, are oftc;} s}i;op})ri)d with raigs_ 1 b 1 epLIEs by a COMMITTEE of INHABITANTS. own 1 D_udley.
188 -53' ¢ habitations of the ouring classes are in general comlortably warmer i1 1. The town of Dudley stands upon the summit of a ridee of high land, occasionally rising Replies by a Com- é
R Z\;l;lfcr, the form and construction of the fire-place is a stove-grate, and the fuel used is into hifl-ls ;‘;‘}.ﬁnﬁ '900 to ].00{) feet ahat)lvle ;hc:l!eve:iof t}le seai, \\ilﬁch ma}_?be ft‘ré(ied fro:n ﬂ\l; gorihenbl ;‘:;f;ee of Inhabit- 1
= : : : ol . art of Wiltshire, running in a northerly dirvection through the counties of Lrioucester, 3 orcester, i
54. Gas is generally introduced both in shops and dwelling-houses by the upper and glaﬁbrd, Chester, and Lancaster. ‘This ridge divides the rivers of England, those on the one :
i

side taking an easterly direction, and discharging their waters into the German Ocean ; and
those on the other side taking a westerly or southerly direction, and discharging their waters
into the Irish Sea and St. George’s Channel. That portion of the ridge on which the town of
Dudley stands is from 600 to 7 00 feet above low water mark at Liverpool, and divides the
springs and rivulets which rise on the eastern side, and flow into the valley of the river Tame,
and thence by the Trent into the German Ocean, from those on the western side, which flow
into the river Stour, and thence by the Severn into St. George’s Channel,

A line may be drawn runnning along the top of the ridge from the Rowley-hill on the south

east of the town, down Hall-street to the corner of

t0 St. Thomas’s church, and then down Mill-street and Stafford-street, Eve-hill, and the road
to Wolverhampton, which will accurately divide the drainage of the town into the two different
valleys. The general direction of this line throug!

it into two unequal portions.

The northern part, being about one-sixth of the parish, lies in the valley of the Tame, and
the southern part, being five-sixths of the parish, lies in ihe valley of the Stour.

2. That portion of the ridge of land which runs in a northerly direction from Dudley to
Wolverhampton, consists of a range of hills of limestone of the Wenlock and Aymestry forma-

tions in the Silurian system, whilst that which ru

Rovwley, 1s a range of basaltic Inlls. These two ranges are continuous, and form a line nearly
due north and south ; but where it crosses the parish of Dudley, there is a slight bend, and its
direction is about north-east. On each side of these hills, alternating strata of coal, ironstone,
and clay recline at various angles, according 1o the distance from the hills. The soil on the
limestone, coal, and iron-stone formations, is of a strong cold clayey nature ; and on the basaltic
formation it is a light brown earth, well suited for pasture. The subsoil is of the same character,
clay being the subsiance which predominates throughout the different strata. Although the
soil, from the quantity of clay it contains, has a strong tendency to retain moisture ; the fall of
the land from the tops of the hills is so great, that the country is naturally drained.

3. From the answers to the previous querles, it is obvious that the town is not liable to be’

flooded in the least.

4. There are no obstructions to the nalural drainage.

5. There is no public survey for the regulation of public or private drainage.

6. There are no general regulations for draining the town or district. The streets are well
paved, and laid out with proper inclinations for the discharge of surface water. Some of the

alleys and courts are paved, but few of them are

both stagnant moisture, and accumulations of refuse. In a few instances there are stagnant
pools and open ditches, contignous to the dwellings.

7. There are no general regulations for under drainage, and though there are a {few public
sewers in the main streets, they are in some degree ineflicient in not being sufficiently deep to
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