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rendered a misery to them instead of a
blessing and a means of rational enjoyment.
The idea of slavery of any kind is repul-
sive to the English mind ; but when that
slavery includes incarceration, and mental
as well as physical subjection to the domi-
nant power by whom that durance 1s iro-
posed, it becomes doubly and trebly re-
pugnant. If it were simply the deprivation
of air and exercise, or even the performance
of the most menial offices, it might be borne
with some degree of resignation by the
sufferer, however unmerited the Eumsh—
ment. But here we have a totally different
case : no offence is committed by the victim,
but rather by nature, for what is her fault,
but being pretty and a woman? For this
caprice of the genius of form who presided
over her birth she is condemned to a life
of misery, degradation, and despair; com-
pelled to receive caresses that are hateful
to her, she is at one moment the toy of
senile sensuality, and at others of impetuous

detestable. If blandishments disgust her,
words of endearment only make her state
of desolation more palpable; while profu-
sions of regard serve to aggravate the poig-
nancy of her grief, all around her is hollow,
all artificial except her wretchedness. When
to this is added ostracism—banishment
from one’s native country—the condition of
the unfortunate woman is indeed pitiable,
for there is some slight consolation in hear-
ing one’s native language spoken by those
around us, and more especially to the class
froin which these girls are for the most

injustice,” that there is no future for the girl,
no reprieve, no hope of mercy, every hopeis
gone from the moment the prison tawdry
is assamed. The condemnation 1s severe
enough, for it is for life. "When her beauty
and her charms no longer serve to attract
the libidinous, she sinks into the condition
of a servant to others-who have been en-
snared to fill her place. Happiness cannot
be achieved by her at any period of her
servitude ; there must always be a restless
longing for the end, which though compara-
tively quick in arriving is always too tardy.
The mind in time in many cases be-
comes depraved, and the hardness of heart
that follows this depravity often prevents
the girl from feeling as acutely as she did
at first. To these religion is a dead letter,
which is a greater and additional calamity.
But to be brief, the victim’s whole life from
first to last is a series of disappointments,
combined with a succession of woes that
excite a shudder by their contemplation,
and which may almost justify the invocation
of Death :—

¢ Death, Death, oh amiable lovely death ! '
Thou odoriferous stench! sound rottenness.
Arise forth from the couch of lasting night,
Thou hate and terror to prosperity,
And 1 will kiss thy detestable bones;
And put my eyeballs in thy vaulty brows; '
And Ting these fingers with thy household worms;
And stop this gap of breath with falsome dust,
And be a carrion monster like thyself; .
Come, grin on me ; and I will think thou smil’st,
And kiss thee as thy wife! MMisery’s love,

to me!

o coglleIAKESPERE, King John, Act iii, Scene 4,

part taken. We must add “pour comble d’
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InTRODUCTION.

In tracing the geography of a river it is
interesting to go to its source, possibly a
tiny spring in the cleft of a rock in some
mountain glen. You follow its windings,
observing each tributary which flows into
its gathering flood until it discharges its
waters into the sea. We proceed in a
similar manner to treat of the thieves
and swindlers of the metropolis,

Thousands of our felons are trained
from their infancy in the bosom of crime ;
8 large proportion of them are born in
the homes of habitual thieves and other
persons of bad character, and are familiar-
1zed with vice from their earliest years;
frequently the first words they lisp are
oaths and curses. Many of them are often
carried to the beershop or gin palace on
the breast of worthless drunken mothers,

their heels or hang by the skirts of their
petticoats. Tn their wretched abodes they

| soon learn to be deceitful and artful, and

are In many cases very precocious. The
greater number are never sent to school ;
some run idle about the streets in low
neighbourhoods : others are sent out to
beg throughout the city ; others go out
with their mothers and sit beside their
stalls’; while others sell a handful of mat-
ches or small wares in our public tho-
roughfares,

One day, in going down g dark alley in
the Borough, near Horsemonger Lane
Gaol, we saw a little boy—an Irish cock-
ney, who had been tempted to steal b
other boys he was in the habit of associa-
tmg with, He was stripped entirely
naked, and was looking over a window
on the first floor with a curious grin on
his countenance, His mother had kept
his clothes from him that day as a pun-
ishment for stealing, and to prevent him
getting out of the house while she went
out to her street-stall. :

In our brief sketch of the eriminals of
the metropolis, we have in the outset
directed our attention to the sneaks or

common thieves—by far the larger num-

——

while others, clothed in rags, run at|L

THIEVES AND SWINDLERS.

ber of our criminal -population—from
whose ranks the expert pickpockets and
the ingenious and daring burglars in
most cases emerge. We have treated of
the incipient stage of thieving, when
the child of five or six years of age
steals an apple, or an orange; or a hand-
ful of nuts from a stall, or an old pair
of boots from a shop door, and then
traced the after-stages of more daring
crime. _

There are thousands of neglected chil-
dren loitering about the low neighbour-
hoods of the metropolis, and prowling
about the streets, begging and stealing
for their daily bread. They are to be
found in Westminster, ‘Whitechapel,
Shoreditch, St. Giles’s, New Cut, Lam-
beth, the Borough, and other localities.
Hundreds of them may be seen leaving
their parents’ homes and low lodging-
ouses every morning sallying forth in
search of food and plunder. They are
fluttering in rags and in the most motley
attire. Some are orphans and have no
one fo care for them; others have left
their homes and live in lodging-houses
in the most improvident manner, never
thinking of to-morrow; others are sent
out by their unprincipled parents to beg
and steal for a livelihood ; others are the
children of poor but honest and indus-
trious people, who have been led to steal
through the bad companionship of Juve-
nile thieves. Many of them have never
been at a day-school nor attended s
Sunday or ragged-school, and have had

Y |no moral or religious instruction. On

the contrary, they have been surrounded
by the most baneful and degrading in-
fluences, and have been set s bad ex-
ample by their parents and others with
whom they came in contact, and are
shunned by the honest and industrious
classes of society. The chief agencies
which have tended to ameliorate their
condition are the ragged-schools, where
they receive sound secular and religious
instruction; the shoeblacks’ brigades,
where they are trained in habits of

honest industry ; and the juvenile re-
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the honest and industrious working and
middle-classes, and not a few qf them are
well connected, and have lived 1 fashion-
able society. By improvidence, extrava-

dered their means, and have now basely
adopted a course of systematic d'lshm}esty
rather than lead an industrious life. Some
of them have led a fast life in the metro-

Others are indolent in disposition, and
carry on a subtle system of public rob-
bery rather th::11:]1j11 pursue some honest
tion or ¢ g.

Occigpgay throw considerable light on
the crime of London to look to the
criminal statistics of the Metropolitan
Police Force. We find a statement of
those who were apprehended or pro-
ceeded against in the year ending 29th
September, 1860.

Under the class of persons proceeded
against on indictment there are :—

Known thieves - - - 813
Prostitutes - - - 159
Suspected characters - - 1,440

2,412

TUnder the class of persons proceeded
againsh summarily there are i—

Known thieves - - - 2,850
Prostitutes - - - 7,381
Vagrants, tramps, &e. - 2,888
Suspicious characters - 7,044
Habitual drunkards - - 3,661

23,824

A number of these parties have ap-
peared repeatedly before the Police
Courts during the year.

In the return for the month of Sep-
tember, 1860, we find the following
statement of depredators, offenders, and
suspected persons et large within the

276 LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONE_ON POOR.

playing, skittles, or otherwise; and of | Known thieves and deptedatox-'s 262332
;:ocuescza.bstmcting the property of the Prostitutes -h ac;ers ) _ o
pu%lic by false pretences. Many of | Suspicious cd ati'm s T T
these formerly belonged to the ranks of | Vagrants and tramp |

. ine as thieves over the metropolis com-
gance, or dissipation, they have squat migtting depredations may be safely esti-

mated at from 12,000 to 15,000 ; a huge
army living on the industry of the

community.

polis, and are persons of ruined fortune. in the metropolitan Jistricts for the

- - £62,095

ear 1860 - - _ | ,
Y Ditto ditto in the City - 9,508
£71,603

In all, 13,018

. ersons roam-
The average number of p :

The amount of property abstracted

This does not give the full amount
of the depredations committed by the
robbers of the metropolis, as many
tolonies are not included in the police
. S,

le%nwriting this account of the statc
of crime in London, we have received
valuable assistance throughout from the
city and metropolitan police force. We
have to acknowledge our obligations ge-
nerally to Sir Richard Mayne and Mr.
Yardley at Scotland Yard, and specially
to Mr. Jones, of Tower Street .Pohce
Station, Lambeth, for information ot
common thieves; to Mr. Whyte of-
Marylebone Station on skeleton-key and
abtic thieves; to Serjeant MoVitti of
Hoxton ; Mr. Ackrill of Fleet Street, .and
Mr. Jones of Tower Street on pick-
pockets; to Inspector Foulger of the
Clity police ; Mr. Knight, of Fleet Street,
and Serjeant Potter of Paddington Sta-
tion on burglars, forgers, magsmen an
gkittle-sharps ; to Mr. Brennan on coig-
ers; to Inspector Broad of Spitalfields
Station on highway robbers ; t0 Inspector
Hunt on embezzlers; to Mr. Stubbs on
swindlers; and to numerous _other ofii-
cers of the city and metropolitan police

for their generous and cordial aid.

_ districts of the police :—

| Sheffield cutlery, stationery, and plated

L o -

| stalls for fruit, vegetables, and oysters.

top of a tressel, and an Irish girl of 18

-apples, ha'penny a lot I’ _

tressels, with a larger quantity of apples
and pears, kept by a woman who sits by

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR. 77

THE SNEAKS, OR COMMON THIEVES,

Tae common thief is not distinguished
for manual dexterity and accomplishment,
like the pickpocket or mobsman, nor for
courage, ingenuity, and. skill, like the bur-
glar, but is characterized by low cunning
and stealth—hence he is termed the Sneat;,
and is despised by the higher classes of
thieves.

. There are various orders of Sneaks—from
the urchin stealing an apple at a stall, to
the man who enters a dwelling by the area
or an attic window and carries off the silver
plate.

In treating of the various classes of com-
mon thieves and their different modes of
felony, we shall first treat of the juvenile
thieves and their delinquencies, and notice
the other classes in their order, according
to the progressive nature and aggravation
of their crime. :

Street-stalls.—In wandering along White-,
chapel we see ranges of stalls on both
sides of the street, extending from the
neighbourhood of the Minories to White-
chapel church. Various kinds of mer-
chandize are exposed to sale, There are

There are also stalls where fancy goods are
exposed for sale—combs, brushes, chimney-
ornaments, children’s toys, and commeon
articles of jewellery. We find middle-aged
women standing with baskets of firewood,
and Cheap Johns selling various kinds of

goods. _ _

It is an interesting sight to saunteralong
the New Cut, Lambeth, and to observe the
street stalls of that locality. Here you see
some old Irish woman, with apples and
pears exposed on a small board placed on
the top of a barrel, while she is seated on
an upturned bushel basket smoking her
pipe.

Alongside you notice a deal board on the

years of age seated on a small three-legged
stool, shouting in shrill tones ¢ Apples, fine

You find another stall on the top of two

with a child at her breast.

In another place you see a costermonger’s
barrow, with large green and yellow piles
of fruit of better quality than the others,
and a group of boys and girls assembled

“belong.

worths to the persons passing along the
street.

Outside a public-house you see a young
man, humpbacked, with a basket of herrings
and haddocks standing on the pavement,
calling * Yarmouth herrings —three a-
penny I” and at the door of a beershop
with the sign of the * Pear Tree ” we find
a miserable looking old woman selling
cresses, seated on a stool with her feet in
an old basket.

As we wander along the New Cut during
the day, we do not see so many young
thieves loitering about ; but in the evening
when the lamps are lit, they steal forth
from their haunts, with keen rogujsh eye,
looking out for booty. We then see them
loitering about the stalls or mingling among
the throng of people in the street, looking
wistfully on the tempting fruit displayed
on the stalls,

These young Arabs of the city have a
very strange and motley appearance. Many
of them are only 6 or 7 years of age,
others 8 or 10. Some have no jacket,
cap, ot shoes, and wander about London
with their ragged trowsers hung by one
brace ; some have an old tattered coat,
much too large for them, without shoes
and stockings, and with one leg of the
trowsers rolled up to the knmee; others
have on an old greasy grey or black cap, with
an old jacket rent at the elbows, and strips
of the lining hanging down behind ; others

'”

have petticoats. They are generally in a
squalid and unwashed condition, with their

or ‘hanging down in dishevelled' locks,—in
some cases cropped close to the head.
Groups of these ragged urchins may be
seen standing at the corners of the streets
and in public thoroughfares, with blacking-
boxes slung on their back by a leathern
belt, or crouching in groups on the pave-
ment ; or we may occasionally see them
running alongside of omiibuses, cabs, and
hansoms, nimbly turning somersaults on
the pavement as they scamper along, and
occasionally walking on théir hands with
their feet in the air in our fashionable
streets, to the merriment of the passers-by.
Most of them are Irish cockneys, which we
can observe in their features and accent— "
to which class most of the London thieves
They are generally very acute and

around him as he smartly disposes of penny-

ready-witted, and have a knowing twinkle

have on an old dirty pinafere ; while some

hair clustered in wild disorder like a mop,
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in their eye which exhibits the precocity
of their minds.

As we ramble along the New Cut in the
dusk, mingled in the throng on the crowded
street, chiefly composed of working people,
the young ragged thieves may be seen
stealing forth : their keen eye readily re-
cognizes the police-officers proceeding in
their rounds, as well as the detective
officers in their quiet and cautious move-
ments, They seldom steal from coster-
mongers, but frequently from the old
women's stalls, One will push an old
woman off her seat—perhaps a bushel
basket, while the others will steal her fruit
or the few coppers lying on her stall. This
is done by day as well as by night, but
chiefly in the dusk of the evening.

They generally go in a party of three or
four, sometimes as many as eight together.
Watching their opportunity, they make a
sudden snatch at the apples or pears, or
oranges or nuts, or walnuts, as the case may
be, then run off, with the ery of “stop
thief!” ringing in their ears from the
passers-by. These petty thefts are often
done from a love of mischief rather than
from a desire for plunder. ‘

When overtaken by a police-officer, they
in gemeral readily go with him to the
police-station. Sometimes the urchin will
lie down in the streetand cry “let me go!”
and the bystanders will take his part.
This is of frequent occurrence in the neigh-
bourhood of the New-cut and the Water-
loo-road—a well-known rookery of young
thieves in London.

By the petty thefts at the fruit-stalls
they do not gain much money—seldom
so much as to get admittance to the
gallery of the Victoria Theatre, which
they delight to frequent. They are par-
ticularly interested in the plays of rob-
beries, burglaries, and murders performed
there, which are done in melodramatic
style. There are similar fruit-stalls in the
other densely populated districts of the
metropolis.

In the Mile-end-road, and New North-
road, and occasionally in other streets
in different localities of London, common
jewellery is exposed for sale, consisting
of brooches, rings, bracelets, breast-pins,
watch-chains, eye-glasses, ear-rings and
studs, &c. There are also stalls for the
sale of china, looking-glasses, combs, and
chimney-ornaments. The thefts from these
are generally managed in this way :—

One goes up and looks at some trifling
article in company with' his associates.

sity, tells them to go away; which they
decline to do. When the woman goes to ;
remove him, another boy darts forward at |
the other end of the stall and steals some
article of jewellery, or otherwise, while her
attention is thus distracted. =
These juvenile thieves are chiefly to
be found in Lucretia-street, Lambeth; |
Union-street, Borough-road ; Gunn-street,
and TFriars-street, Blackfriars-road; also |
at Whitechapel, St. Giles’s, Drury-lane, :
Somers Town, Anderson Grove, and other |
localities. : ‘ |
The statistics connected with this class |
of felonies will be given when we come to
treat on ¢ Stealing from the doors and
windows of shops.”

Stealing from the Tills—This is done by
the same class of boys, generally by two
or three, or more, associated together. It
is committed at any hour of the day, prin-
cipally in the evening, and generally in the
following way : One of the boys throws his
cap into the shop of some greengrocer
or other small dealer, in the absence of the
person in charge ; another boy, often with-
out shoes or stockings, creeps in on his
hands and knees as if to fetch it, being
possibly covered from without by some of
the boys standing beside the shop-door,
who is also on the look-out. Any passer-
by seeing the cap thrown in would take
no particular notice in most cases, as it
merely appears to be a thoughtless boyish
frolic. Meantime the young rogue within
the shop crawls round the counter to the
till, and rifles its contents.

If detected, he possibly says, “Let me
go ; 1 have done nothing: That boy who 18
standing outside and has just run away
threw in my bonnet, and I came to fetch
it.” When discovered by the shopkeeper,
the boy will occasionally be allowed to geb
away, as the loss may not be known till
afterwards.

Sometimes one of these ragged urchins
watches a favourable opportunity and steals
from the till while his comrade is observing
the movements of the people passing by
and the police, without resorting to ‘the
ingenious expedient of throwing in the

cap. :

'Pi‘he shop tills are generally rifled by
boys, in most cases by two or more in
company ; this is only done occasionally.
Tt is confined chiefly to the districts where
the working classes reside.

Tn some cases, though rarely, a lad of 17
or 19 years of age or upwards, will reach
hishand over the counter to the till, in the

The party in charge of the stall—generally
a woman—knowing their thieving propen-

absence of the person in charge of the

shop.

Esaler
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‘I'hese robberies are not very numer
and are of small collective valu{a. oo

Stealing jfrom the Doors and Windows of
Shops.—In various shopping districts of
Lpndon we see a greab variety of goods
displayed for sale at the different shop-
doors and windows, and on the pavement
in front of the shops of brokers, butchers
grcﬁzegs, méll]iners, &e. ’

et us take a picture from the New-

Lambeth. We observe many brokers’ th:;;_)%
along the street, with a heterogenous
assortment of household furniture, Tables
chairs, looking-glasses, plain and orna.
mental, cupboards, fire-kcreens, &c., ranged
along the broad pavement ; while on tables
are stores of carpenters’ tools in great
variety, copper-kettles, brushes, and bright
tin pannikins, and other articles.

We see the dealer standing before his

to make a purchase. Upon stands on the
pavement at each side of his shop-door
are cheeses of various kinds and of dif-
ferent qualities, cut up -into quarters and
slices, and rashers of bacon lying in piles
in the open windows, or laid out on marble
f‘;labs. On deal racks are boses of eggs
‘fresh from the country,” and white “as
snow, and large pieces of bacon, ticketed
as of ““fine flavour,” and “ very mild.”
Alongside is a milliner’s shop with the
milliner, a smart young woman, seated
knitting beneath an awning in front of her.
door. On iron and wooden rods, suspended
on each side of the door-way, are black and
white straw bonnets and crinolines, swing-
ing in the wind; while on the tables in
front are exposed boxes of gay feathers
and flowers of every tint, and fronts of

shirts of various styles, with stacks of gown-
Plifes'()f various patterns. o
green-grocer stands by his shop with
a young girl of 17 by hisySide. O?i eazh‘ '
side of the door are baskets of apples, with
large boxes of onions and peas. Cabbages
are heaped at the front of the shop with
piles of white turnips and red carrots.
B Over the street is a furniture wareroom,
eneath the canvas awning before the shop
are chairs of various kinds, straw-bottomed
?nd seated with green or puce-coloured
eather, fancy looking-glasses in gilt frames
parrots in cages, a brassmounted port—,
Entea:u, and other miscellaneous articles.
N active young shopman is seated by the
shop-door; in a light cap and dark apron—
m}:\l‘? ne\ﬁpaper in hand.
ear the Victoria Theatre we i
second-hand clothes store. On ilﬂ)?::nggdz
suspended over the doorway we find trow-

door, with blue apron, hailing the passer-by |

sizes, and of every quality dangling in the
wind ; and on small wooden stands along
the pavement are jackets and coats of
various descriptious. Here are corduro
Jacketf., ticketed “15s. and 16s. made to
order.” Corduroy trowsers warranted « first
rate,” at 7s. 6d. Fustian trowsers to order
for 8s. 6d.; while dummies are ranged on
the pavement with coats buttoned upon
them, inviting us to enter the shop.

rusty, others bright and new.

Thefts are often committed from the
doors and windows of these shops during
the day, in the temporary absence of the
person in charge. They are often seen oy
passers-by, who take no notice, not wishing
to attend the police court, as they consider
they are insufficiently paid for it.

dummy in this way : one boy is posted oi
the opposite side of the sg'eetpto see Oi!;
a police-officer is in sight, or a policeman
in plain clothes, who might detect the
depredation. Another stands two or three

to the dummy, and pretends to look at the
quality of the coat to throw off the sus-
picion of any bystander or passer-by. He
then unfastens the button, and if the shop-
keeper or any of his assistants come out
he walks away. If he finds tha$ he is not
seen by the people in the shop, hs takes
the coat off the dummy and runs awa;

with it. ' d

and jostle him, and try to trip him up, so

most prevalent in those localities.

shop-doors or windows, they wait till the

as in the case alluded to. This is commonly
done by two or more boys in company.

- Handkerchiefs at shop-doors are gene-
rally stolen by one of the boys and pﬁssed
to another who runs off with it.

and run away. |
These young thieves are the ragged boys !
formerly noticed, varying from 9 to 14 years |
of age, without shoes or stockings. Their i
parents are of the lowest order of Irish |
cockneys, or they live in low lodging-houses, |

Sers, vests, and coats of all patterns and

P —

e

where they get a bed for 2d. or 34. a night,

———

' In-the vicinit)'-' we see stalls of workmen’s
iron tools of various kinds—some old and

The coat is usually stolen from the |

vards from the shop. The third comes up -

If seen, he will not return at that time, .
but watches some other convenient oppoi:
tunity. When the young thief is chased |
by the shopkeeper, his two associates run

as to give their companion an opportuni

> mps n opportunity
of escaping. This is generally done a{ :
dusk, in the winter time, when thieving is °

In stealing a piece of bacon from the |

shopmen turns his back, when they take a
piece of bacon or cheese in the same way |

l

When :
hotly chased, they drop the hgndkerchieli' L
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with crowds of others as destitute as them-
selves.

There are numbers of young women of
18 years of age and upwards, Irish cockneys,
belonging to the same class, who steal from
these shop-doors. They are poorly dressed,
and live in some of the lowest streets In
Surrey and Middlesex, but chiefly in the
Borough and the East end. Some of them
are dressed in a clean cotton dress, shabby
bonnet and faded shawl, and are accom-
panied by one or more men, costermongers
in appearance. They steal rolls of prmtec}
cotton. from the outside of linen drapers
shops, rolls of flannel, and of coarse calico,
hearthrugs and rolls of oilskin and table-
covers; and from brokers’ shops they
carry off rolls of carpet, fenders, fire-1rons,
and other articles, exposed in and around
the shop-door. The thefts of these women
are of greater value than those committed
by the boys. They belong to the felon-
class and are generally expert thieves.

The mode in which they commit these
thefts is by taking advantage of the absence
of the person in charge of the shop, or
when his back is turned. It is done very
quickly and dexterously, and they are often
cuccessful in carrying away articles such
as those named without any one observing
them.

Another class of Sneaks, who steal from’
the outsides of shops, are women more ad-
vanced in life than those referred to,—
some middle-aged and others eldeily. Some
of them are thieves, or the companions of
thieves, and others are the wives of honest,
hard-working mechanics and labouring
men, who spend their money in gin and
beer at various public-houses.

These persons go and look over some
pieces of bacon or meab outside of but-
chers’ shops ; they ask the price of it, some-
times buy a small piece and steal a large

_one, but more frequently buy none. They
watch the opportunity of taking a large
piece which they slip into their basket and
“carry to some small chandler’s shop in a
low neigbourhood, where they dispose of
it at about a fourth of its value.

We have met some thieves of this order,
“basket in hand, returning from Drury
Lane, who were pointed out to us by a de-
tective officer. '

The mechanics’ and labourers’ wives in
many cases leave their homes in the mor-
ning for the purpose of purchasing their
husband’s dinner. - They meet with other
women fond of drink like themselves.
They meet, for example, outside the ¢ Plumb
“Pree,” or such-like public-house, and join

After partaking of it, they leave the house,
and remain for some time outside convers-
ing together. They again join their money
and return to the public-house, and have
some additional liquor: leave the house
and separate. Some of them join with
other parties fond of liquor as they did
with the former. One says to the other:
“] have no money, otherwise we would
have a drop of gin. 1 have just met Mrs.
So-and-so, and spent nearly all my money.”
The other may reply: “I have not much
to get the old man’s dinner, but we can
have a quartern of gin.” After getting the
liquor, they separate. The tradesman’s
wife, inding that she has spent nearly the
whole of her money, goes to a cheese-
monger’s or butcher’s shop, and steals a
piece of meat, or bacon, for the purpose of
placing it before her husband for dinner,
perhaps selling the remainder of the booty
at shops in low neighbourhoods, or to
lodging-houses.

Such cases frequently occur, and are
brought before the police-courts.

These persons sometimes steal flat-irons
for ironing clothes at the brokers’ shop-
doors, which they carry to other pawn-
brokers if not detected. At other times
they take them %o the leaving-shop of an
unlicensed pawnbroker. On depositing
them, they get a small sum of money.
These leaving-shops are in the lowest loca-
lities, and take in articles pawnbrokers
would refuse. They are open on Sundays,
and at other times when no business is
done in pawnbrokers’ shops.

These shops are well known to the
police, and give great assistance to these
Sneaks in disposing of their stolen pro-
perty.

A considerable number of depredations
are committed at the doors of shoemakers’
shops. They are committed by women of
the lower orders, of all ages, some of them
very elderly. They come up to the door
as tho’ they were shopping, attired gene-
rally in an old bonnet and failed shawl.
The shoes are hanging inside the door,
suspended from an iron rod by a piece of
string, and are sometimes hanging on &
bar outside the shop. '

These parties are much of the same
order of thieves already described, possibly
many of them the mothers and some the
grandmothers of the ragged boys referred
to. The greater number of them are Irish
cockneys. They come up to the shop-door
generally in the afternoon, as if to examine

seldom make any purchase. They observe

their money together to buy beer or gin.

how the articles are suspended and the

Aap_——

/
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best mode of abstracting them. They
return in the dusk of the evening and steal
them,
The shops from which these robberies
are committed are to be found in Lambeth-
walk, New-cut, Lower DMarsh, Lambeth,
Tottenham Court-road, Westminster,
Drury - lane, the neighbourhood of St.
Giles’s, Petticoat-lane, Spitalfields, White-
cross-street, St. Luke’s, and other localities,
Small articles are occasionally taken from
shop windows in the winter evenings, by
means of breaking a pane of glass in a very
ingenious way. These thefts are committed
at the shops of confectioners, tobacconists,
and watchmakers, &ec., in the quiet by-
streets.
Sometimes they are done by the younger
ragged-boys, but in most cases by lads of
14 and upwards, belonging to the fraternity
of London thieves.
In the dark winter evenings we may
sometimes see groups of these ragged boys,
assembled around the windows of a small
grocery-shop, looking greedily at the al-
mond-rock, lollipops, sugar-candy, barley-
sugar, brandy-balls, pies, and tarts, dis-
played in all their tempting sweetness and
i all their gaudy tints. They insert the
point of a knife or other sharp instrument
into the corner or side of the pane, then
‘give it a wrench, when the pane cracks in
a semicircular starlike form around the
part punctured. Should a piece of glass
large enough to admit the hand not be
sufliciently loosened, they apply the sharp
nstrument at another place in the pane,
1t:{lhen t]ic; gﬁw C{:racks communicate with
e ren ready made; on applying a
sticking-plaster to the paine, flfey p{gece
readily adheres to it, and is abstracted.
The thief inserts his hand through an
opening in the window, seizes a handful of
sweets or other goods, and runs away, per-
haps followed by the shopman in full chase.
These thieves are termed star-glazers.
Such petty robberies are often committed
by elder lads at the windows of tobac-
conists, when cigars and pipes are fre-
quently stolen. ‘
They cut the pane in the manner
described, and sometimes get a younger
boy to commit the theft, while they get
the chief share of the plunder, without
having exposed themselves to the danger
of being arrested stealing the property. ©

the quality of the shoes or boots, bub

The number of felonies of goods, &c., ex-

posed to sale in the Metropoli istri
for 1860 Hopo tzj'f] dfg%cm

Ditto  di‘to in the City 133

—

Value of goods ihereby stolen in the

Metropolitan districts .. .. £1487
Ditto  ditto in the City 35
£1522

occasionally sent out by their mothers, with

clothes from the mangle. They are some-

wonfan, who entices them to go to a shop
for a halfpenny or a penny worth of sweets
meanwhile taking care they leave their
parcels or bundle, which they promise to

coming out of the shop, they find the part:
has decamped, and se%)dom gny clue cgn bjé
got of them, as they may belong to distant
localities of the metropolis.

In other cases they go up to the children
when they are proceeding on their 1:*.'.r:a,yr
with & bundle or basket, and say : “You
are g&ng to htake these things home. Do
you know where you are going to take
them ?” The child being gtﬂke%l off her
guard may say. She is carrying them to
Mrs. Sc-and-s0, of such a street.” They
will then say. “You are a good girl, and
are quite right. Mrs, So-and-so sent me
for t,hem, as she is in a hurry and is going
out.” The child probably gives her the
basket or bundle, when the thief absconds.
A case of this kind occurred in the district
of Marylebone about six months ago.

A girl was going with two silk-dresses to
a lady in Devonshire-street, when she was
‘met by a young woman, who said she was
a servant of the lady, and was sent to get
the dresses dome or undone, and was very
glad she had met her. The woman wus an
entire stranger to the lady. The larceny
was detected on the Saturday night, and
the lady was put to great inconvenience, as
she had not a dress to go out with on the
Sunday. Robberies of clothes sent out to
be mangled, and of articles of linen are
very common. Milliners often send young
%11]11'13 ergagllldstr?hf are not old enough to see

ough the fricks of these les prowling
about the metropolis. parties prowling
These larcenies are generally committed
by vagrants decently dressed, and too laz
to work, who go sneaking about the streets
and lslve in low neighbourhoods, such as St.
Giles’s, Drury-lane, Short’s-gardens, Queen-
street, and the Borough. They are in most
cases committed in the evening, though
sometimes during the day. ’ '
Child Stripping.—This is generally done
by females, old debauched drunken hags

Stealing from Children.—Children are

bundles of washing to convey to different
persons, or they may be employed to bring

times met by a man, at other times by a

keep for them till they return.” On their

1804

who watch their opportunity to accost
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children passing in the streets, tidily
dressed with good-boots and clothes. They
entice them away to a low or quiet neigh-
bourhood for the purpose, as they say, of
buying them sweets, or with some other
pretext. When they get into a convenient
place, they give them a halfpenny or some
sweets, and take off the articles of dress,
and tell them to remain till they return,
when they go away with the booty.

This is done most frequently in mews in
the West-end, and at Clerkenwell, West-
minster, the Borough, and other similar
localities. -These heartless debased women
sometimes commit these felonies in the dis-
reputable neighbourhoods where they live,
but more frequently in distant places, where
they are not known and cannot be easily
traced. This mode of felony is not so pre-
valent in the metropolis as formerly. In
most cases, it is done at dusk in the winter
‘evenings, from 7 to 10 o'clock.

Number of larcenies from children in

the Metropolitan districts for 1860 . 87

| Ditto  ditto in the City . 10
97

Value of property thereby stolen in the
Metropolitan districts . - £65 0
Ditto  ditto in the City 5 10

£70 10

Stealing from Drunken Persons.—There is
a very common low class of male thieves,
who go prowling about at all times of the
day and night for this purpose.

They loiter about the streets and public-
houses to steal from drunken persons, and
are called “ Bug-hunters” and “mutchers.”
You see many of them lounging about gin-
palaces in the vicinity of the Borough, near
St. George's church. We have met them

“there in the course of our rambles over the
metropolis, and at Whitechapel and St.
(iles’s. They also frequent the Westminster-
road, the vicinity of the Victoria Theatre,
Shoreditch, and Somers Town. These low
wretches are of all ages, and many of them
have the appearance of bricklayers’, stone-
masons’, and cngineers labourers. ‘They
pretend they are labourers out of work,
and are forward in intruding themselves on
the notice of persons entering those houses,
and expect to be treated to liquor, though
entire strangers to them. .

They are not unfrequently so rude as to

If remonstrated with, they return insulting
language, and try to involve the person in
a broil.

You occasionally find them loafing about
the tap-rooms. They watch for drunken
people, whom they endeavour to persuade
to treat them. They cntice him to go down
some court or slum, where they strip him of
his watch, money, or other valuables he may
have on his person. Or they sometimes
rob him in the public-house; but. this
seldom occurs, as they are aware it would
lead to detection. They prefer following
him out of the public-house. Many of ;
these robberies are committed in the:

public trinals at a late hour at night.
These men have often abandoned women |
who cohabit with them, and assist them in ;
these low depredations. They frequently |
dwell in low courts and alleys in the neigh-
bourhood of gin-palaces, have no settled !
mode of life, and follow no industrious |

calling—living as loafers and low ruffians. |

Some of them have wives, who go out
washing and charing to obtain a livelihood
for their children and themselves, as well
as to support their brutal busbands, laz- |
zaroni of the metropolis. l
This class of persons are in the habit of !
stealing lead from houses, and copper boilers |
from kitchens and wash-houses. i
There is another class of thieves, who |
steal from drunken persons,, usually in the |
dusk of the evening, in the following manner: |
Two women, respectably dressed, meet a |
drunken man in the street, stop him and .
ask him to treat them. They adjourn to:
the bar of a public-house for the purpose |
of getting some gin or ale. While drink-
ing at the bar, one of the women tries to

who is called a  stickman,” an accom-
plice and possibly a paramour of hers,
comes to the bar a short time after them.
He has a glass of some .kind of liquor, and
stands beside them. Some motions and
signs pass between the two females and
this man. If they have by this time
secured the booty, 1t is passed to thelatter,
who, thereupon slips away, with the stolen
articles in his possession.

In some cases, when the property is taken |
from the drunken man, one of the women
on sbme pretext steps to the door and passes
it to the “ stickman ” standing outside, who
then makes off with it. In other cases
these robberies are perpetrated in the out-
side of the house, in some by-street.

Sometimes the man quickly discovers

take the pewter-pot of another person from
the bar, and pass it vound to their com-

his -loss, and makes an outery against the
women ; when the “stickman” comes up

rades, till they have. emptied the contents.

and asks, “ what is the matter?” the man

rob him of his watch or money. A man ; .
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may reply, ¢“these two women have robbed
fetch a policeman.” The property is passed

criminal information is brought agai
females, the stolen goods a.r% noi% foi%cf}il;
their possession, and the case i dropped.
These women seldom or never allow
dgunken men to have criminal connection
with them, but get their living by this base
gystem of plunder. They change their
field of operation over the metropolis, fol-
lowed by the sneaking “*stickman.”
_ Somg_qf these females have been known
in early life to sell oranges in the street.
The “stickman * during the day lounges
about the parlours in quiet public-houses
where thieves resort, and the women during
the day are sometimes engaged in needle-
work,—some of the latter have a fair edu-
cation, which they may have learned in
prison, and others are very illiterate,
Though respectable in dress and appear-
ance, they generally belong to the felon
class of Irish cockneys, with few excep-
tions.
They are to be found in Lisson-grove
Leicester-square, Portland-town, and other
localities. ,
_Females in respectable positions in so-
ciety. occasionally take too much intoxi-
cating liquor, and are waylaid by old
women, gin-drinkers, who frequent public-
houses in low neighbourhoods. They intro-
duce themselves to the inebriated woman
as a friend, to see her to some place of
safety until she has recovered from the
effects of her dissipation,—she may have
been lying on the pavement, and unable to
walk. They lift her up by the hand, and
steal the gold ring from her finger, T
At other times they take her into some
! by-court or street in low neighbourhoods
i Where doors may frequently be seen stand-
g open ; they rob her in some of these
giarknpassages of her money, watch, and
,5:;3% ezl.y,_ and ‘sometimes carry off her
. Ifseen by persons in the neighbourhoo
:}g 1§ht;rmked a;ﬁ alil)d no inforrr%a.tion giveg’
ener g un-
prii‘lﬁip{ecgl neral y belong to the same un-
ere is another low class of w
who prowl about the streets at midnc;?rjlfi?
witchmg for any respectable-looking pel?son’
}} 0 may be passing the worse of liquor.
they notice a drunken man, one comes
and enters into conversation with him, and
while thus engaged, another woman éteps
up, tou_ches him under the chin, or other-
wise distracts his attention. The person

me.” The stickman answers “I’ll go and | plunder him of his property

then endeavours to pick his pockets and

inde A case of
this kind occurred rear the Marble Arch

to him by the women, and he decamps. Ifa | in August 1860.

They have many ingenious ways of dis-

tracting the attention of their victim, some
of them very obscene and shameless.
_ They take care to see that no policeman
18 in sight, and generally endeavour to find
out if the person they intend to victimize
has something to purloin.

They may ask him for change, or solicit
8 few coppers to get beer, or inquire what
o’clock it is, to see if he is in possession .of
& watch or money. They abstract the
money from the pocke$, or snatch the

adroit in breaking,

_ Such persons are often seen at midnight
in the neighbourhood of Bloomsbury and
Oxford-street, the Strand, Lower Thames-
street, and other localities.

The most of those engaced in this kind
of robbery in Oxford-street come from the
neighbourhood of St. Giles's and Lisson-
grove.

The number of felonies from drunken
persons which occurred in the Metropolitan
dlstrlc_ts for 1860 were . . . 221
Ditto ditto intheCity . 10

—

231

The value of property thereby stolen i
the Metropolitan djstric{s . y ) ;Dﬁgf?’i .
Ditto ditto in the City . 40

£907

Stealing Linen, d&c. exposed to dry. This is
generally done by vagrants in the suburbs
g{l the n:‘letropo]his, fi'om 7 to 11 o’clock in
e evening; when left 1 it i
ofi:fn done%d,; midnight. oub all might, it s
inen and other clothes are frequentl
left hanging on lines or spread outqon th}z;—
grass in yards at the back of the house.
Entrance is effected through the street-
doors which may have been left open, or
by climbing over the wall. In many casts
these felonies are committed by middle-
aged women. If done by a man, he is
generally assisted by a female who carries
off the property ; were he seen carrying a .
bundle of clothes, he would be stoppedbby
:czlglai?tfqtf}ﬁce]z, alllld be called to give an
ount of it, which wot i
hooount of 16, would possibly lead to
These felonies generally consist of sheets,
counterpanes, shirts, table-covers, pinafores
towels, stockings, and such-like articles.

who first accosted him, with her companion,

———

watch from the swivel, which they are

I

| When any of them are marked, the fo-
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male makes it her business to pick out the
marks, in case it might lead to their detec-

tion. Such robberies are often traced by

the police through the assistancs ‘of the
pawnbrokers. .

They are very common where there are
gardens at the back of the house, such as
Kensall Green, Camden Town, Kensington,
Battersea, Clapham, Peckham, and Victoria
Park. )

The clothes are generally disposed of at
pawnbrokers or the leaving-shops, com-
monly called “Dolly Shops.” They leave
them there for a small sum of money, and

. get a ticket. If they return for them in

the course of a week, they are charged 3d. a
shilling interest. If they do not return for
them in seven days, they are disposed of to
persons of low character. These wretches
at the leaving-shops manage to get them
into the hands of parties who would not be
likely to give information—the articles,
from their superior t}ua.lity, being generally
understood to be stolen. '

These felonies are also committed by th,e
fernale Sneaks who call at gentlemen’s
houses, selling small wares, or on someé
other similar errand. When they find the
door open and a convenient opportunity,
they often abstract the linen and other
clothes from the lines, and dispose of them
in the manner referred to. ) .

They are also stolen by ragged juvenile
thieves, who get into the yards by climb-
ing over the wall. This is occasionally
done in the Lambeth district, in the dusk
of the evening,- or early in the morning,
and is’ effected in this way:—Some time
previously they commence some boyish

They then pretend to quarrel,

zether.
will take the others’ cap

when one boy

off his head and place it on the garden

wall. Another boy lifts him up to fetch
it—the object being to reconnoitre the
adjacent grounds, and see if there are any
clothes laid out to dry, as well as o find
out the best mode of stealing them.

When they discover clothes in a yard,
they comne back at dusk, or at midnight,
and carry them off the lines. :

They take the stolen property to the
receiver’s, after having divided the ciothes
among the party, Some will go off in one
direction, and others in another to get
them disposed of, which is done to pre-
vent suspicion on the part of the police.

The receiving-houses are opened to them
at night, as these low people are very
greedy of gain. Sometimes they convey
the stolen property to their lodgings, at
other times they lodge it in concealunent

game, about half a dozen of them to- |

till the next day. These clothes are oc-
casionally of trifling value, at other times
worth several pounds, which on being sold
bring the thief a very poor return—
scarcely the price of hls_ bre_a,kfast—the
lion’s share of the spoil being given to the

unprincipled receiver.

They are often encouraged to comr
these thefts by wretches in the low lodging-
houses, who are aware of their midnight

_excursions.

Number of felonies of linen, &c., exposed
to dry in the Metropolitan districts for

1860 .. «n o _er _ee as .. 236
Ditto ditto for the City .. .. 0
236

Value of property thereby abstracted
in the Metropolis.. .. . .. £150

Robberies from Carts and other Velicles.—
There are many depredations comm1jstec}
over the metropolis from carts, carriers
waggons, cabs, railway vans, and other
vehicles. Many of those people have the
appearance of porters at a warehouse, and
are a peculiar order.

At one time they may have been porters
at warehouses, or connected with railways,
or carmen to large commercial firms.
Some have corduroy or moleskin jacket
and trowsers, and cloth cap; others have
a plain frock-coat and cap.

Many of the robberies from carts are
done by the connivance of the carters.
They are sent by business establishments
to dispose of goods over the metropolis ;
some of them are connected with the worst
class of thieves. They connive with those
men in stealing their employers’ property,
and in rifling other carts, carry the booty
away in their own, and always manage to
secure a part of the prize. i

These carters take thieves ucca,smna._lly
to railway stations to assist them with
their work, and when an opportunity
occurs, carry off goods from the railway
platform, such as bales of bacon, cheese,
bags of nails, boxes of tin and copper, and
travellers' lugpage, which they dispose of
to marine-store dealers and ab chandlers
shops. 'The wearing apparel in the trunks
they sell at second-hand shops, kept by
Jews and others in low neighbourhoods,
such as Petticoat-lane, Lambeth, West-
minster, and the Borough of Southwark.

Many carts are rifled by persons who
represent themselves as hawkers or coster-
mongers—men who have no steady 1n-
dustrious mode of livelihood, and aré

usually in the company of prostitutes and
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thieves of the worst description. - The
carter may have occasion to call at a city
house, and to leave his horse and cart in
the street, when they steal a whip, coat,
or horsecloth, the reins from off the horse,
or any portable article they can lay their
bands on.

Numbers of hay, straw, and store car-
men frequently steal a truss of hay, or
clover, or straw, from their employer’s
cart, and dispose of it to some person who
has a horse, or pony, or donkey, for a
small sum of money. These dishonest

ractices are carried on to a far greater
extent than the public are aware of, as it
is only occasionally they are brought to
public notice.

Robberies from cabs and carriages are
sometimes effected in the following way :
They follow the cab or vehicle with a horse
and cart, driving along in its wake—two or
three thieves generally in the cart. One of
them jumps on the spring of the con-
veyance while the driver is sitting in front
of his vehicle, pulls down the trunk or boz,
and slips it into the cart, then drives away
with the booty.

At other times they run up, and leap
on the spring of the conveyance while the
driver is proceeding along with his back
toward them ; lower the trunk or other
article from the roof, and walk off
with if. These trunks sometimes con-
tain money, silver plate, and other valu-
able property. . .

These depredations are always done at
night, by experienced thieves, and gene-

mon in the fashionable squares of the
West-end, at the East-end, toward the Com-
mercial-road and St. George’s-in-the-East,
at Ratcliffe Highway, the City, the Borough
of Southwark, and Lambeth, along the
docks, and at the railway stations around
the metropolis.

There are a number of laundresses re-
siding at Chelsea, Uxbridge, Hampstead,
Holloway, and other districts in tlie sub-
urbs, who wash large quantities of clothes
for the gentry and nobility in the fashion-
able streets and squares of the metropolis.
After washing and dressing the linen, they
pack it up in large wicker baskets, and
generally convey it in their own carts to
the residences of the owners. :

t A class of people are frequently on the
look-out for these carts to plunder them of
their linen. The carts are under the ma-
nagement of a man or a woman. The
thieves follow the vehicle to a quiet street,
one puty his shoulder under a basket while

the other cuts the cord which attaches it

rally in the winter season. They are com- |

to the cart, when hoth make off with the
stolen property.

These thieves reside over London in
low districts, such as St. Giles’s and Shore-
ditch, and are occasionally brought before
the police courts.

There is a class of robberies from gentle-
men’s carriages about the West-end of the
metropolis. In going to the Opera, West-
end theafres, or other fashionable places of
amusement, the gentleman frequently
leaves his valuable overcoat or cloak in
the carriage., These thieves follow the
conveyance to some quiet street leading to
the stables where the vehicle is to remain
till the gentleman returns from his evening's
amusement. They let down the window
of the carriage and carry off any article
which is left. The theft is nimbly com-
mitted while the vehicle is on its way to
the stables, or when it is returning to the
Opera, and is done chiefly by young men,
experienced thieves, They live in the low
neighbourhoods already referred to.

There is a good deal of this mode of
thieving carried on in the West-end of
London during the winter season.

Number of larcenies from carts and other
vehicles in the Metropolitan distriet for
1860 . e ee e ee s 286

Ditto, ditto, in the City .. .. 79

365

Value of property thereby stolen in
the Metropolis .. .. .. .. £1075
Ditto, ditto, in the City.. .. 370

£1445

Stealing Lead from House-tops, Copper from
Kiichens, and Workmen’s Tools, &c. in Dwel-
ling-houses.—Of late this mode of thieving
has been extensively carried on over the me-
tropolis, chiefly at unocecupied houses. In
some cases, a key is obtained by the thief,
respectable in appearance, from the gentle-
man who lets the house, without his ac-
companying him to the empty dwelling,

when be takes the opportunity of stealing -

the copper boiler from the washing-house,
and the lead pipe from the butt or cistern.
He passes the stolen property to some of
his associates, and returns the key of the
dwelling, :

This is a peculiar class who make a
livelihood by going round empty houses
in different districts on similar errands.
They do not give their name and address,
are strangers in the neighbourhood, and
cannot be easily tracked-out by the police.

Lead is frequently stolen from the house-
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tops, by the loafing ruffians, we have before
degc;ib}éd, who 101fnge about public-houses,
robbing drunken men, and occasionally by
boys. Sometimes these robberies are com-
mitted by plumbers’ workmen and others
engaged in repairing the houses. :

Tead in most cases is stolen from those
dwellings which are under repair, or have
been unoccupied for some time. When a
house is repaired, it frequently happens the
roofs of the adjoining occupied houses are
stripped and carried off by unprincipled
workmen, ]

These depredations are often committed
by the workmen themselves, or by their
connivance, At other times they are
done by persons climbing low walls, and
clambering up spouts to the roof, and
cutting up the sheet lead. This is usually
done under night by two or more in com-
pany ; sometimes, though rarely, by boys.
One keeps a look-out to see tl‘le're i3 no
person near to detect them. ™This person
1s termed a “ crow.” If any one should be
near, the “ crow ” gives a signal, and they
decamp. Before commencing their depre-
dations, they generally look out for the
means of escape, seldom returning the same
way they mounted the roof. They make
their way out in another direction. Ifhard
pressed, they sometimes hide themselves
on the roof behind chimneys, or lie down
in gutters or cisterns or any other likely
place of concealment. These felonies are
often done by bricklayers’ labourers (Irish
cockneys) during the winter, and in many
cases, as we have said, with the connivance
of the workmen engaged in repairing the
houses.

There is another class of persons who en-
gage in lead-stealing from the roofs of houses.
They were formerly in the service of
buiiders, plumbers, or carpenters, but are
out of employment. They go to their Iate
employer’s customers, under the pretext
that they were sent by him to repair the
roof, and meanwhile plunder the sheet lead,
which they generally roll up, convey down,
and carry off by means of their accomplices,
who are hovering in the neighbourhood.
They have the appearance and dress of in-
dostrious workmen, and may have been
lately seen employed in houses in the neigh-
bourhood, so that they are more likely to
deceive the unsuspecting people who admit
them into their dwellings. This kind of lead-
stealing has been lately of very frequent
occurrence in the metropolis,

Copper is frequently stolen from the
boilers in the kitchens and wash-houses by
the same parties, Sometimes they enter
by the area door or the window, which is

Ieft open. At other times they climb the
garden wall at the back of the house, and
enter by a window, left unfastened. They
take the copper out of the brickwork in the
wash-house, or from the kitchen, roll it up
and carry it away. This is generally done
in unoccupied houses. Sweeps employed
cleaning the chimneys sometimes take
away copper in like manner in their soot-
bags. - .

In houses under repair, as well as in un-
finished houses, they steal carpenters’ tools,
planes, saws, ploughs, squares, hammers,
&c., left by the workmen,

They obtain access to the house by
climbing over the wooden enclosure or over
garden walls. This is generally done in
the evening, between the hours of 9 and
12, and frequently by discharged workmen.

many cases they are stopped on the
way with the tools in their possession. If
a proper account is not given, it often leads
to the detection of the robbery, which
generally puts a stop for the time to such
depredations in that neighbourhood.

The stolen tools are taken to pawnbrokers
or receiving-shops, and sold at an under
price. In some cases the pawnbroker
gives notice to the police, but in these other
shops, this is seldom or never done.

The thieves generally go to some house
where no watchman is employed.

The number of larcenies of tools, lead,
glass, &ec. from empty or unfinished houes
in the Metropolitan districts for 1860, 472

Ditto, ditto, from the City.. 22

494

Value of the property thereby abstracted
in the Metropolis .. .. . £462 0
Ditto, ditto, in the City .. 7 10

£469 10

Robberies by Fulse Keys.— There are many
robberies committed in the metropolis by
means of false keys, generally between the
hours of seven and nine o’clock in the even-
ing. After nine o’clock they would be con-
sidered burglaries, This class of robberies
is generally committed by thieves of expe-
rience, and frequently, before depredations
are committed, persons call at the house in

the daytime, who take particular notice of-

the lock of the street-door, to know the
key which opens it, whether a Bramabh,
Chubb, or other lock. These persons are
termed “ putters up of robberies,” and sup-
ply the thieves with the requisite-informa-
tion, when they come in the evening and
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enter the house: In many cases they get

. clear off with the booty.

The houses entered are frequently re-
spectable lodging-houses, or houses occu-
pied by one family where there is likely to
be no children about the upper rooms. In
the case of entering these dwellings they
make their way to the bed-rooms above;
their chief object being to steal the
jewellery and dressing-case left on the
dressing-table, often of great value. They
also take clothes out of the drawers, and
other articles. On coming out they often
put on some of the apparel, such as an
avercoat, and fill the®pockets with stolen
property.

In houses in the West-end, single gen-
tlemen, such as government clerks, officers
in the army, and others, are often out
dining in the evening, or at the clubs; and
as the servant is generally engaged down-
stairs at this time, the thief is frequently
not obstructed. '

To elude suspicion from the police con-
stables in the street they often have a
carpet-bag to carry off the booty. If they
meet one of them near the house, they ge-
nerally ask him some question, such as the
way to some street, to take him offhis guard.

A case of this kind occurred early this
year -at the West-end, where four men
were engaged in a robbery. On their
arriving at the corner of the street where
the felony wis committed they found two
policemen there. They stepped up to
them, and eonversed for some time, when
the constables left, having no suspicion,
from their respectable appearance. Two
of the thieves crossed the street to a house
opposite. Meanwhile their movements were
narrowly watched by a keen-eyed detective,
who knew the parties, three of the four being
refurned convicts. Having arrived at the
door of the house, they endeavoured to gain
an entrance, which, after trying several
keys, they effected. The other two con-
federates had taken up a position opposite
the house, being what is termed *look-
out,” or outside men,

In a short time the two who had entered
the house came out and closed the door
behind them. They were perceived to
have some bulky articles in their pos-
session. The other two men remained for
a few minutes in their place on the oppo-
Site side of the street, when they followed
their companions. When at a Short dis-
tance from the house, they rejoined them,
and the property was divided among them.
thlstwas done in the dusk in the quiet
street,

The detective officer saw two of the

parties with Inverness capes, and carrying
umbrellas in their hand they did not have
before they entered the house. He went

arrested one of them; the other was cap-
tured a few yards off by another officer
when in the act of throwing off the Inver-
ness cape. The other two, neanwhile, es-
caped. On conducting the two men to the
police-station the fwo capes were taken
from them, and in their pockets were
found a number of skeleton keys, a wax-
taper, and silent lights, along with various
small articles, evidently part of the ro bbery
which had just been committed.

Two hours after this a gentleman drove
up in a cab to the police-station, and gave
information of the robbery, when he iden-
‘tified the articles taken from the prisoners
as his property. The two thieves were
tried at the sessions, and sentenced to six
years’ penal servitude. Une of the two
confederates who escaped was apprehended
by the same detective, found guilty, and
sentenced to the same punishment, which
broke up a gang of thieves who had infested
the neighbourhood for several months, and
occasioned great alarm,

Robberies from gentlemen’s houses by
means of false keys are generally put up by
some person acquainted with the house,
and who may have frequented it under
some pretext, such as by courting the
servant girl, or by being acquainted with
some of the men-servants. They rifle the
valuables from wardrobes and drawing-
rooms, such as watches, rings, purses,
clothes, &e.

Attic thieves chiefly aim at abstracting
Jewels from ladies’ bed-rooms, generally on
the second floor ; but this class of skeleton-
key thieves frequently carry away bundles
of stolen goods, and are not so fastidious
in their choice.

An instance of a skeleton-key robbery
from a gentleman’s house occurred lately
at the West-end of the metropolis. The
two thieves had engaged & cab to carry off
the stolen property (the driver of the cab
being a confederate), and drove up to the
house next door to where the robbery was
to be commiitted. They were seen to leave
the cab, to go up to the door of the house,

in. About ten minutes after, they left the
house, and walked to the cab with large
parcels in their hands, when it drove swiftly
away.

On that evening the butler of the house
discovered that the whole of his master's
clothes had been stolen from his wardrobe,

and his dressing-case, with costly articles,

up to them, told them who he was, and

to apply the key to the door, and to walk ~
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| kerchief was found on her person, bearing
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iy i i iven to a de-
his linen. Information was given
tective officer, who in two days after traced
the robbery to two well-known thieves, one
‘of them being singularly expert in the use

f skeleton keys. ]
0 ’?‘hz eI:na.llne";lr-. in which it was detected

was. very ingenious, and reflected high
it on the officer.

cr%i; visiting a public-house near Totben-
ham Court-road, one Saturday night, he
saw a middle-aged, intelligent man, like a
respectable mechanic, conversing with a per-
son at the bar over a pint of half-and-half.
The sharp eye of the detective observed the
former with a neckerchief which corre-
sponded with one of the articles of this stolen
property. The suspicion of the officer was
aroused, and he followed him late at night,
and saw where he resided. On the next
morning he went with two officers to his
house, and found him in bed with his para-
mour, and arrested him for the robbery. On
searching his house a handkerchief was
fonnd marked with the crest of the noble-
man to whom the property belonged. On
a farther search a quantity of other articles
were found belonging to this robbery.

. On his paramour getting out of bed ghe
was perceived by the detective to conceal
something under her petticoats. On being
asked to produce it, she denied having any-
thing. On being searched, another hand-

nobleman’s erest, This man was after-
g:aids identified as one of the two persons
who were seen to enter the house where
the robbery was committed, and to leave
with the cab. He was tried at the Sessions,
and sentenced to seven years’ penal servi-
tude. This man had for some time been
well known to the police, and was suspected
of committing a series of large robberies,
but he was so dexterous in executing hJ_s
felonies that his movements had not previ-

ously been traced.

Number of felonies in the Metropblita.n
districts for 1860 by means of false

247

keys . . . . 7
v Ditto, ditto, in the City .. 17
264

Value of property thereby abstracted in

Metropolitan districts .. £1,840
Dl;tto, diito, in the City .. 160
£2,000

Robberies by Lodgers—Robberies are fre-

his gold watch and chain, and the whole of | p

arts of the metropolis, in low as well as
in middle-class localities. _ _
A great many of these are committed in
low neighbourhoods, by a.ba,ndor_led women,
frequently young. They commit depreda-
tions in their own room, or in other rooms
in the house in which they lodge, by enter-
ing open doors, or by turning the key when
the door is locked, while the parties are
out. Many of these are done by prosti-
tutes of the lowest order, who sometimes
steal the linen, bedding, wearing-apparel,
and other property, and pawn or sell it.
Robberies of this kind are somefimes
perpetrated by mechanics’ wives, addicted
to dissipated habits, who steal §1m11a_r ar-
ticles from dwelling-houses. Sometimes
they are done by servants out of place,
driven to steal by poverty and destitution;
at other times by sewing girls, ofte,n toiling
from 4 in the morning to 10 o’clock at
nicht for about 84. a day—many of whom
commit suicide rather than resort to pros-
titution ; and occasionally by clerks and
shopmen—fast young men, when in poverty
and distress; and by betting-men and
skittle-sharps. _
Tn March, 1861, two known prostitutes,
lodging together in a house in Charlotte-
street, were brought before the Lambeth
police court for a felony committed in the
room in which they lodged. They ab-
stracted knives and forks, plates and spoons,
along with two chairs, rifling the apart-
ment of nearly all it contained. They were
convicted and sentenced, the one to r:t.h_ree
months’, and the other to six months’, im-
prisonment—the latter having been pre-
viously convicted. .
Another felony occurred lately in I.sa,-
bella-street, Lambeth, where a mechanic’s
wife stole the bed-clothes and the feathers
out of a bed in the house in which' she
lodged. Her husband was glad to pay the
amount to prevent criminal prosecution. -
There are many felonies committed by
persons lodging in coffee-housesand hotels,
some of them of considerable value. The
hotel thieves assume the manner ?.nd air
of gentlemen, dress well, and live in high
style. They lodge for an evening or two
in some fashioriable hotel, frequently near
the railway stations.. They get up at night,
when the house is quiet and business sus-
pended, and commit robberies 1n the
house. They have an ingenious mode of
opening the doors, though locked in t‘he
inner side, by inserting a peculiar instru-
ment and turning round the key. They
go stealthily into the rooms, and abstract
silver plate, articles of jewellery, watches,

| them steal tea, sugar, and other provisions,
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These persons usually leave early in the
morning, before the other gentlemen get
up. Some of them are young, and others
are middle-aged. They have generally some
acquaintance with commercial transactions,
and conduct themselves like active busi-
ness men. They are birds of passage, and
do not reside long in any one locality, as
they would become known to the police.

A very extensive robbery of this kind
occurred some time ago at a fashionable
hotel in the metropolis, near the Great
Northern Railway, to the amount of 7007
or 800/, The thief was apprehended at
York, and committed for trial.

Number of felonies in the Metropolitan
districts for 1860, committed by lodg-
€8 .. .. . .. .. .. L1375

Ditto, ditto, in the City .. .. 83

A

1458

Value of property thereby abstracted in
the Metropolitan districts .. £3,643
Ditto, ditto, in the City .. ., 144

£3,787

Robberies by Servants.—There are a great
number of felonies committed by servants
over the metropolis, many of which might
be prevented by prudent precautions on
the part of their employers. On this subject
we would wish to speak with diserimination.
We are aware that many honest and noble-
minded servants are treated with injustice
by the caprice and bad temper of their em-
ployers, and many a poor girl is without
cause dismissed from her situation, and re-
fused a proper certificate of character. Be-
ingunable to get another place, she is often
driven with reluctance from poverty and
destitution to open prostitution on the
street. On the other hand, many of our
employers foolishly and thoughtlessly re-
ceive male and female servants into their
service without making a proper inquiry
nbo their previous character.

. Many felonies are committed by domes-
tic female servants who have been only a
month or six weeks in service. Some of

which are frequently given to acquaint-
ances or relatives out of doors. Others
occasionally abstract linen and articles of
wearing-apparel, or plunder the wardrobe of

‘gold bracelets, rings, pearl necklace, watch,

chain, or other jewellery, or of muslin and
Silk dresses and mantles, which they either
keep in their trunk, or otherwise dis-

quently committed by lodgers in varicus

money, and other valuables.

Female domestic servants are often con-
nected with many of the felonies commit-
ted in the metropolis. Two of the female
servants in a gentleman’s family are some-
times courted by two smart dressed young
mes, bedecked with jewellery, who visit
them at the house occasionally. One of
them may call by himself on a certain
evening, and after sitting with them for
some time in the kitchen, may pretend that
he is going upstairs to the front door on
some errand, such as to bring in some
liquor. He goes alone, and opens the door
to his companion whom he had arranged
to meet him, and who may be hovering in
the street. He admits him into the house
to rifle the rooms in the floors above.
Meantime he comes in with the liquor, and
proceeds down stairs, and remains there
for some time to occupy the attention of
the servants until his companion has plun-
dered the house. of money, jewels, or
other property.

On other occasions two young men may
remain downstairs with the servants, while
a third party is committing a robbery in
the apartments above.

Some respectable-looking young women,
in the service of middle-class and fashion-
able families, are connected with burglars,
and have been recommended o their places
through their influence, or that of their ac-
quaintances. Some of these females are
usually not a fortnight or a month in service
before a heavy burglary is committed in
the house, and will remain for two or three
months longer to prevent suspicion. They
will then take another similar place in a
gentleman’s family, remain several months
there, and by their conduct ingratiate
themselves into the good graces of the
master and mistress, when another burg-
lary is committed through their conniv-
ance. The booty is shared between them
and the thieves.

Some continue -this system for a con-
siderable time, as their employers have no
suspicion of their villainy. They are often
Irish cockneys, connected with the thieves,
and have been trained with them from
their infancy. They generally aim at steal-
ing the silver plate, clothes, and other
valuables. In these robberies they are
alivays ready to give the “hue and cry
when a depredation has been committed.
There are often instances of these rob-
beries brought before the police-courts and
sessions, where the dishonesty of many
servants is'brought to lighi.

There are many felonies committed by
the male servants in gentlemen’s families; .

pese of,

some of them of considerable value. Num
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bers of these are occasioned by betting on
the part of the butlers, who have the charge
of the plate. They go and bet on different
horses, and pawn a certain quantity of
plate which has not the crest of their em-
| ployer on it, and expect to be able to re-
| deom it as socn as they have got money
when the horse has won. He may happen
o lose. He bets again on some other
horse he thinks will win—perhaps bets to
a considerable amount, and thinks he will
be able to redeem his loss ; he again pos-
sibly loses his bet. His master is perhaps
out of town, not having occasion to use
the plate. |

On his coming home there may be a
dinner-party, when the plate is called for.

is found to be missing. Information is
| “given to the police ; some pawnbroker may
be so honourable as to admit the plate is
in his possession. The servant is appre-
hended, convicted, and sentenced possibly
to penal servitude, Cases of this kind
occasionally occur, and are frequently
caused by such betting transactions.

Robberies occasionally are perpetrated
by servants in shops and warehouses,
clerks, warehousemen, and others, of money
and goods of various kinds.

A remarkable case of robbery by a ser-
vant occurred lately. A young man, em-
ployed by a locksmith, near the West-end
of the metropolis, was frequently sent to
gentlemen’s houses on his master’s business
to pick locks. In many of the houses
where he was employed, money and other
property was found missing. He went
to pick a lock at a jeweller’s shop. After he
was gone, the jeweller found a beautiful
gold chain missing. As his son was a fast
. young man, he was afraid to charge the
. young locksmith with the robbery. Mean-
' Yime the latter was sent to other houses,
| and in those places articles were found
. missing, and servants in the families were
i discharged on suspicion of committing the
© robberies. :
:  Hewentfoa solicitor’s office to pick the
. locks of some boxes containing title-deeds

and money. From one of the boxzes, which
. he did not require to open, he stole 100Z,
and locked it up again. The head clerk was
then away on business for several days.
On his retwrn he found that one of the
boxes in the office had been opened and
100 had been abstracted.

Information was given to Bow-street
police office by the solicitor, who offered
. 5. as a reward to any one who would give
' information regarding the robbery. Mean-

‘The builer absconds, and part of the plate | p

custody. His clerks had been with him a
long time. He had one man employed in
the office to pick some locks, but as he
belonged to a respectable firm, he did not
believe it to be him. Meantime the soli-
citor discharged his general clerks. His
confidential clerk was so indignant at this,
that he gave in his resignation.

One of the most accomplished detective
officers of the Bow-street police resolved
to ferret out the matter. 1t was arranged
the journeyman locksmith was to be sent
to a certain house to pick a lock in an
apartment where some money was placed
which had been marked. The detective
watched his movements from the nexi
room. On this occasion also, he 1ot only
icked the lock as requested, but picked
other locks in the room, and carried off
part of the money which was marked.
When he went downstairs, he was de-
tained till it was ascertained if the money
had been tampered with. On inspecting
it, part was missing. He was taken into
custody, and the money got on his person.
On searching his house a waggon load of
stolen property was found, belonging to a
series of robberies he had committed in the
houses he visited, amounting in value to |
900l. All the charges against him were |
not investivated. He was tried for nine
acts of robbery at Clerkenwell, convicted,
and sentenced to six years’ penal servitude.
He was one of the finest locksmiths in the
world, and received from his employer
higher wages than the other workmen in
the establishment.

Number of cases of felony by servants
in the Metropolitan dists. for 1860, 1,790

Ditto, ditto, in the City .. .. 199

| : 1,989
Value of property thereby abstracted in

the Metropolitan districts £13,015
Ditto, ditto, in the City 612 -

£13,627

Area and Lobby Sneaks—This is a large,
aud variegated class of thieves, ranging from
the little ragged boy of six years of age, t0
the old woman of threescore and ten.

able appearance likely to disarm suspicion.
Some are ignorant and obtuse; others are
intelligent, and have got a tolerable educa-
tion. Some are skulking and timid ; others
are so0 venturvesome as to enter dwelling-
houses through open windows, and conceal

Some are hanging in rags and tatters in |
pitiable condition ; others have a respect- |

time he stated he would give no one into

themselves, in closets, waiting a favourable
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plunder.

ablestreets of the metropolis.

ing in shreds and patches, sometimes alone

with skulking eye into the areas, as the

rough fares and quiet by-streets of London.

of an old man, as .he lazily walked g
and looked a very pitiab{e object?‘log?:{
seemng us eying him with curiosity, he
suddenly laid aside his mendicant air. and
with sharp keen eye and startled attitude
appeared to take us for a police officer in
undress. We looked over our shoulder, as
;s_’e moved on, and saw him stand for a
fune looking after us, when he resumed his
clarmer downeast appearance, and sauntered
s_o;;vly along looking eagerly into the areas
as he passed. He appeared to us g ve
gorc;::‘cll1 type of fahe young area sneak. v
ese area-divers go down into the ar
lti,nd open the safes where provisions e:rsé
ept, such as roast and boiled beef butter
ﬁlgﬁlhbrgad, and fish, and carry off the spoil.
o € door 1s open, they enter the kitchen
: steal anything they can find, such as
clothes, wet and dry linen, and sometimes
:h copper kettle, and silver spoons; or
they will take the blacking-brushes from
%booth.ouse. Nothing comes amiss
o here is another class of area sneaks
y 0 make their daily ealls at gentlemen’s
Douses, ask the servants when they come
ﬁfcrlzlf;tait f;vith tllilem if they have any
. kat, -stutr to sell, or old clothes or
?;thlﬁas. Should they not find the sei'%'isl:
n e kitchen, they try to make their
adjjc:iilc; 111116 lﬁptler’s pantry, which generall
oot e kitchen, and carry off the basket

These parti om

age End 1111)) wa;%ss.are men from 20 years of
ere is a class of women who go d

211: a.lreas, under pretence of sel]ing COD('.)IESD
ay-laces, boot-laces, and other trifline

i

| commodities. When they find a stealthy

opportunity to skulk off, unobserved, with

Numbers of little ragged boys sn

ak
the areas of Q“’ellin%s, whe);e reespgclz'i?al,ll?lg
tradesmen reside, as well as in the fashion-

- . . We
them loitering about half-naked, orlﬁi{tii?

at other times in small bands, looking
move. along. They ate ot weneison tg lobbies of houses, and commit robberies
beg at th.e houses, and some of them have ’
no ostensible errand to visit those localities
and are bunted away by the police. Durin :
the day they generally sneak in the tho%

A few days ago we saw one of
skulking along Blackfriars-road. %et}::g;g

about 13 years of age, and had

ragged coat, much too large for hTI;: aﬁagl(%
ing over his back in tatters, with a string
to fasten it round his waist, and a pair ogf
old trowsers and gray cap. He had the air

| streets of Covent-
ts o garden, Drury-l :
y | St. Giles’s, Somers Town, “’estginzgg; atllllg

mon, and other similar neighbourhoods

houses with lar
'ge sums of money, nod
got from the disposal of their plﬁnde;;' ;O:I}g,

at other times 1 1
/ ounge in low ¢ -
g | without even the se Do honses,

opportunity, many of them carry off arti
g:(;o% t;:le kitchen, similar to Eg)se juﬁcﬁ
r1bed. These people are of all ages, some
young, others tottering with old age. ’ The
gggﬁ'ally belong to London, and go theg
regu ar Iéounds over the streets and squares,
o J o them live in Westminster, St.
, es’s and Kent-street in the Borough’
There are other sneaks who enter the

chiefly in the West-end distriets
gnersc]){nsbare of the same class, with thg‘l;s:,
s hfa , but perhaps a step higher in the
evish profession. Their depredations
ia)re generally committed in the mornin
etween 7 and 8, when servants are busily
gﬁga%;ad dusting furniture and sSweeping
th: all and rooms. These thieves are
bln seen loitering about watching a favour-
a T?hgpporé;um;y to steal.
1he mode of stealing is the i
passages of the housgs of Iffig::ielemc];];g
people, and' the entry halls of the elecant
Iénansmns of the gentry and a,ristocr%.cy
d;)gl;e ?If thgse thieves are men respectabl}:
dr :c; while others are in more shabb
oo 19)_?. They are young and middle
l:cal:t' ou may see them in those quiet
o lties, generally in dark clothing, having
f :.alltlnpearance of respectable mechanics, or
b a.rllg z%iin?;e%h Of%hers are like men who
an%fssist men-sir:aﬁﬁsts b T messages
Lhey walk into the house, and pi
a{tlclg they can find, such as aﬁ;lifc"(.allt;sa%‘fr
<S30th11_1g, umbrellas, and walking-canes
ogleta.paeg they take a coat off the knob
and whip it under the breast of their coat
or put 1t on over their own. They fre-
g:llgnsi;lﬁ t<]::i3.rry off a bundle of clothes,
prgpel}'lty. em to some receiver of stolen
uch robberies are frequenf: in the nej
%gggl}.:lood of Brompton, Chelsea, Pinﬁil%:%
: bng’son, Stepney, Hackney, BaysWater,
amberwell, the Kent-road, and other
sm%]]iar ldlstrlcts. ’ e
e lobby sneaks are th -
persons as those who enter i};s:.n;seias:noé
%%ntrlvg to get a livelihood in this way
¢y live in various parts of Londo?l'
such as the dirty slums, alle 8, and by:

Borough, Whitechapel, and Walworth Com.-

Sometimes these men are seen in public-

anty means of paying

for their bed, and are scarcely able to pay
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;b : ! _ They often have upcn his person. They seldom take hats, : . : NS
I :op 218111:5! giif;}%g f&%i?ethgir gompanions, as these coltjﬂd be easily dei‘:ected. - ' the enl?‘i an:ii (sielze hold of any articles they | easily carried off, such as wearing apparel, A
1 thoueh a few days previous they may have | Theyhave an endless variety of ingenious | can ﬁ? an tlravii .threm through the bars ; work-bozxes, or faney clocks, and are gene-,- R
| been seen in possession of handfuls of | expedients to effect this object. A case of t}_ley re.ql.lel? Y fecne their sticks behind | rally Irish cockneys; they are to be found 1
o s ki oozure i the i, LT, i ok 1| comidorabl pmters i the iy of It
X T d live an | lebone a short time ago, : : ening in | King’s-cross, aterloo-road thep R 1 1
r’i\iﬁoﬁﬁzuﬂggﬁgﬁ llli?'g ,; aﬁfben co- | wasin quest of alady’s maid, and advertised the centre of the window frame. The thief | localities. They abstract a.nv: vé.?l?;.lbleoﬁg{ - i%' "
l}ﬁbitinﬂ' ey ’a low olass of women, miser- | in the ¢ Times ’ newspaper, and at t“,he same inserts a smaﬂ thin knife or other sharp in- perty they find lying about, ‘but their chief ot
2blr olad, and generally wretched in ap- time answered a number of advertisements strament in the opening of the frame, and | object is to get the silver plate. R RS,
J b by anonymous persons. The next day his forces back the iron catch. In some in-| There are few cases of larceny from back ;
Pe%?ddlé aved and elderly women are oc- | house was thronged by a number of people stances a fastening or clasp in the inner | bedroom windows, as the servants and in- | o :
casionally eonuacredin sneaking depredations anxious to obtain the situation. o s1fd§ ?f i!]euxxrmdow 1sie pt;shed back by means | mates are gem_arally hovering about after e
Lo from the dwelling-houses of labouring men. |  After all had left, a purse contamning ox brea “fi_f: a pane of glass, These robbe- | breakfast. This is sometimes effected, - "
E o sman may observe o child standing [ large amount of money wWas missing ries are often computted in dwelling-houses | though rarely, by the connivance of tlie
Y at her mother’s door,and ask if her mother | consisting pa,r’gly of bank-notes; Whe? e %Jn Qltleetgs ree 1 itre-street, and Web- | servants. _
L isin. When the child answers, No,” she | gave information to the police. Some er-street, near Blackfriars-road ; in Tower- | At other times these robberies from the
i S o @ will mind the house, while you | days after, through the admirable ingenuity street, Waterloo-road, snd similar localities | house are committed by means of breaking
?%! 4 ! ang’get % halfpenny worth of sweets,” | and tact of a detective officer at I\Ia,ry.lea —genera]ly by a man and a young lad. | a pane of glass, when the thieves undo the
o &€ ino the little girl & halfpenny. On the | bone, a person was traced out in the locality This young lad is employed to enter the | fastening of the window and effect an en- ?
P %il]ild’% return the woman has decamped of Edgware-road, as having been guilty of window of the house to be robbed, which | trance. This is often perpetrated during |
' carrying away with her money, or any the felony, and the stolen purse was fc:iund in thers;%l 10(3?.]1;;188 is often a front par-|the temporary absence of the inmates, o
other p%rta,ble article she may have found |on her person. Her apprehension led to tuur.. " e w1§1 ow is,drawn up softly, not ‘The statistics in this class of robberies
in the house. This is the class of women the discovery, tha.t‘she‘had been PUI_'S‘;-}Dg 0 Te]im € any arn;l . . will be given when we come to treat on
s we have noticed stealing from the shops of |2 system of robberies of this deSCI]'l}p 1i911 tad etmantgelilera. y keeps watch while the | ¢ Attic or Garret Thieves.”
Tk the butchers and cheesemongers. over various parts of the metropolis, ior E}tﬁn "’1_‘1'3 " e ](;use, perhaps at the corner |  diiic or Gurret Thieves—These are gene-
N It is a strange fact, that many of these twelve months prew,ously. She_ was sen{i of the i reet, when both decamp with the ra,lly the most expert thieves in the metro-
. common thieves, engaged in paltry sneak- tenced to three years penal serv1tude,_;ﬂd Pr‘igegoy o inst h polis. Their mode of operation is this :— .
SREAE ing thefts, have a more desperate - and | while in Millbank Penitentiary, commitie i th me 1nstances they break the glass { They call at a dwelling-house with +a P
[ criminal a’ppea,ra.nce than most of the dar- | suicide about three months after. 11111 e same way thai star-glazers do at | letter, or have communication with some f;; ]
i ing burglars and highwaymen. Their soft | These felonies abound chiefiy In the west- 8 og—wmdgws, as already described. This | of the servants, for the purpose of dis- -
S and timid natures feel more poignant end of the metropolis, 1n the nelg]gtl}oué'- Is I01218 either at the front or the back | covering the best means of access, and to IO B4
1* mnisery in their debased .and anxious life | hood of Belgravia, Russell and Bedford- Em ow. They prefer the back window if | learn how the people in the house are en- s
- ere Is a ready access to it. These rob- | gaged and the time most suitable for the de- (8

e - ter-square,

v th , stern and callous ruffians of | squares Oxford-square, Glouces

R :,hililchei Iglz.rs; engaged in more extraor- Seymou,r-street, Hyde Park-street, Glou-

djna;y adventures. cester-terrace, and other fashionable locali-
Another class of larcenies in dwelling- | ties. They are often committed by servants

houses are committed by means of false | of worthless character out of situation, also

beries are committed in occupied houses i

: . £ predation. They generally come to plund
a}sj well as in houses while the inmates are | the house in they e?;’ening, {vhen onepo;1 nt\:;
’?"s?t ‘for.a, few days. They steal money, i of their accomplices loiter about, watching
rinkets, linen, or anything that is easily | the movements of the police, the other

R kTl *o L LR TRR
-

T o by lads of respectable appearance, s.ent oqt ca,r‘r‘iec! off. meanwhil . .

b ! meﬁ‘sﬁig;siéaveryino‘enious mode of thieving, bgrr trainers ofli):hieves, who often begin their Similar robberies are perpetrated by two | house. ° Plocegdmg bo the roof of the
. and is done by means of calling ab the | despicable life in this manner, and advance gﬁlm}c;re persons at the West-end fashion- | These attic robberies are generally ef-
| house, and stating to the servants that | to picking of pockets and burglary. Whe Oﬁlses.by the area or back windows, | fected throughunoccupied houses—perhaps
. they are sent from respectable firms in the |. en they- steal money, jewels, mantel- | by the house next door, or some other on

giict:}e clocks, clothes, linen, and other pro- { the same side of the street They pass
v : through the attic to the roof, and ]
_ngeﬁln%es they enter by‘ cutting the along the gutters and copinc: ?':o t£;0§§§§
window with a diamond. 'These felonies | window of the house to be 1:)bbed. They

; . e ‘cenies i Metropolitan
- ‘ shbourhood for some article of dress to _Nq.mber of larcenies in the :
gob : Iblzl;epa(.)il;;d or for lamps, fenders, glasses, districts fordtlﬁe %rei:r 1860, by door; ;Jgéng
SR ; ded, with other pre- | left open and by false messages .. =7

, or decanters to be mence P Ditto, ditto, in the City o 535

S ! tences of various descriptions.

such and such a firm, they walk into the | Value of property thereby abstracted in

. rious _ are often of considerable value unf: : : .

Their obiect is to get the absence of the _ : : - asten the attic window by taking th

: l corvant frofln the hall, While the servant 3,521 H&T;lée p}a:lour windows are sometimes | pane of glass out, or pushing %rhe fastgning. .
f . So pstairs, telling a man has called sent by y up by young thieves in the morning. | back, and enter the dwelling. - This is '

l | ) when plate is laid on the table for break- | generally done about 7 or 8 o'clock in the

. ‘

on the first floor, and abstract | the Metropolitan district .. £9,904 ff{St; the servant frequently leaves the evening, when the family are at dinner—
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i dining-room ’ : . . ‘ L L o

P any agrticles of plate that may be exposed, Ditto, ditto, in the City .. 724 ‘filllllmgi—;]lnoom window open for ventilation, | the servants being enpaged Letween ihe %

P silver-mounted inkstands, books, or other £:_(3—6§§ ._Oen the:Y effect an entrance in this way: dining-room on the first floor and the
property. If they don’t succeed in this, - =10, jokél ° tilofvs a cap into the area by way of | kitchen below, serving up the dinner.
A and see no article of value, they will return o o _ e A0 ﬁlor rough the WU}@OW into theroom; The thieves proceed to the bedroom on :

I to the hall, and clear the passages of the | Stealingby Lifting up Windows or Lrea ‘;ﬁg 5 wind er mounts the railings and enters the | the second floor, and force open the ward-

O coats hanging on the knobs, and the um- (lass.—Area-sneaks frequently lift upth & . 111?1 C])JW. Should any czf the inmates detect | robe with a short jemmy which they carry:,

ST brellas and walking-sticks from the stand, | kitchen windows to steal. Sometimes they bis o e Will say that *a lad had thrown | and try to find the jewel-case and any other

B while an accomplice is generally outside | cannot reach the articles through the iron fli? EBP into the house, and he came in to | articles of value, Their object is generally | '
O | %o receive the property. Should the servant | bars, and have recourse to an mgemo{?s t? ch 1t.” If not disturbed, he carries off | to get valuable jewels. ! 1%
- ! wome down t00 soon, while he has only got | expedient to effect their object. 'lhheyk :s t}:g sx}v?lr plate, and often_returns through | The dining-room is on the frst foor :
. | @ short distance off, no property is found | two sticks together, and atl':a.ch a OL” obs:::;dow Eth th?1 plunder without be.mg so that they have often full scope fo : e o}
. T _ o =Y. cse thieves take any article | their operations without being seen or :
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oted, while the inmates are engaged
%Elsgfvl.l Th;y return the same way through
the attic window on the roof, run along
the gutters, and escapet by dT:h_e same house

oh which they entered. o
thﬁlif%ry remarkable robbery of this kind
oocurred in the beginning of 1861 ab
Loundes-square, where the thieves en-

he amount of 3,000L. .
® 811 their return from the dwelling-house,
it being a very windy night, a hat belonging
to one of them was blown from the house-
top upon one of the slanting roofs he could
not reach, which afterwards led to his de-
tection. A short time previously it was in
the hands of a hatter for certain repairs,
when he inserted a paper marked with his
name within it. The thief was a:rresfied,
tried, and got ten years’ penal servitude.
Some get to the roof by means of a
ladder placed outside an unfinished house,
or house under repair, and steal in the same
manner. .
* An ingenious attempt at a jewel robbery
oceurred lately by means of a cab drawing
up with a lady before a_dwelling-house.
The cabman, who was evidently in collu-
gion with the thieves, dismounted, rang
the bell, and told the butler who answered
the door, that a lady wished to see him,
On his coming to the cab, it being about ten
or fifteen yards from the street-door, he
was kept in conversation by a female.
Meantime he observed a respectable-look-
ine man steal into the house from the
stz?eet, while thus engaged. He left the
cab without taking any notice of what he
saw, and entered the house, when the cab
drove off at a rapid rate, which convinced
him that there was something wrong. He
made his way up into the bedroom on the
second floor, and found a man of respectable
appearance concealed in the apartment.
An officer was called and the man was
searched, There was found on his person
a jemmy, a wax taper, and silent lights.
He was taken into custody; but no trace
of the cabman or woman could be found.
He was afterwards commitied for the
offence. o

These attic thieves generally live in
Hackney-road and Kingslqnd—road. On
one occasion a gang was discovered in a
farnished house in Russell-square. They
generally have apartments in r_es:pecta.ble
neichbourhoods to avoid suspicion, apd
have servants to attend them, who assgst
in disposing of the stolen property. The
best attic thieves reside in Hackney and
Kingsland-roads, and many ‘are %o be

church ; a few of them are known fo be
residing in Waterloo-road, but not of so
high a class as in the localities referred
to"I‘he women connpected with them have
an abundance of jewellery; they live in
high style, with plenty of ocash, but not
digplayed to any great extent at the fime
any robbery is committed, as 1t would ex-
cite suspicion.

Many of them have a very gentleman-
like appearance, and none but a detective
officer would know them. When brought
before the police courts for these felonies,
it is usual to have constables brought from
all the districts to see them and make
them known, which very much annoys
them. . ]
They generally succeed in making off
with their booty, and are seldom caught.
Their robberies are skilfully pianned, in
the same experienced careful manner in
which burglaries are effected. They have
gone through all grades of thieving from
their infancy—through sneaking and pick-
ing pockets.

?.PEIS is a late system of robbery, and has
been carried on rather extensively over the
west end of the metropolis.

Number of larcenies from dwelling-
houses, by liftfing up windows, breaking
glasy, and by attic windows through empty
houses, for 1860 . . . 515

Ditto, ditto, in the City . . 14

PR,
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Value of property thereby abstracted in
Metropolitan districts for 1860 £3,962
Ditto, ditto, in the City . . 18

£3,980

A VisIt To TEE ROOKERY oF ST GILES
AND 1Ts NEIGHBOURHQOD.

i

In company with a police officer we
proceedgd t}c; the Seven Dials, one of the
most remarkable localities in London, in-
habited by bird-fanciers, keepers of stores
of old clothes and old shoes, costermongers,
patterers, and a motley assemblage of
others, chiefly of the lower classes. As we
stood ab one of the angles in the centre of
the Dials we saw three young men—bur-
glars—loitering at an opposite corner of an
adjoining dial. One of them had a gen-
tlemanly appearance, and was, dressed 1n
superfine black cloth and beaver hat. The
other two were attired as mechanics or

tradesmen. One of them had recently re-

found in the neighbourhood of Shoreditch

| glitbering watch chains and gold rings.

-social of the two, looking over his shoulder,
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turned from penal servitude, and another
had undergone a long imprisonment.

Leaving the Seven Dials and its dingy
neighbourhoood, we went to Oxford Street,
one of the first commercial streets in
London, and one of the finest in the world.
It reminded us a good deal of the celebrated
Broadway, New York, although the build-
ings of the latter are in some places more
costly and splendid, and some of the shops
more magnificent. Oxford Street is one of
the main streets of London, and is ever
resonnding with the din of vehicles, carts,
cabs, hansoins, broughams, and omnibuses
driving along. Many of the shops are
spacious and crowded with costly goods,
and the large windows of plate-glass, set in
massive brass frames, are gaily furnished
with their various articles of merchandise.

On the opposite side of the street we oh-
served a jolly, comfortable-looking, elderly
man, like a farmer in appearance, not at all

like a London sharper.  He was standing]

looking along the street as though he were
waiting for some one. He was a magsman
(a skittle-sharp), and no doubt other mem-
bers of the gang were hovering near. He
appeared to be as cunning as an old fox in
his movements, admirably fitted to entrap
the unwary.

A little farther along the street we saw a
fashionably-dressed man coming towards
us, arm in arm with his companion, among
the throng of people. They were in the
prime of life, and had a respectable, and
even opulent appearance. One of them
was good-humoured and social, as though
he were on good terms with himself and
society in general; the other was more
callous and reserved, and more suspicious
in his aspect. Both were bedecked with

They passed by a few paces, when the more

met our eye directed towards him, turned
back and accosted us, and was even so
generous as to invite us into a gin-palace
near by, which we courteously declined.
The two magsmen (card-sharpers) strutted
off, like fine gentlemen, along the street on
the outlook for their vietims.

Here we saw another young man, a bur-
glar, pass by. He had an engaging appear-
ance, and was very tasteful in his dress,
very unlike the rough burglars we met at
Whitechapel, the Borough, and Lambeth.

Leaving Oxford Street we went along
Holborn to Chancery Lane, chiefly fre-
quented by barristers and attorneys, and
entered Fleet Street, one of the main ar-
teries of the metropolis, reminding us of

) e S -

the streets were crowded together in dense
masses, flanked with innumerable dingy
alleys, courts, and by-streets, like a great
rabbit-warren.  Fleet Street, though a
narrow, business street, with its traffic
often choked with vehicles, is interesting
from its antique, historical, and literary
associations. Elbowing our way through
the throng of people, we pass through one
of the gloomy arches of Temple Bar, and
issue into the Strand, where we saw two
pickpockets, young, tall, gentlemanly men,
cross the street from St, Clement’s Church
and enter a restaurant. They were attired
in a suit of superfine black cloth, cut in
fashionable style. They entered an elegant
dining-room, and probably sat down to
costly viands and wines.

Leaving the Strand, we went up St.
Martin’s Lane, anarrow street leading from
the Strand to the Seven Dials. We here
saw a young man, an expert burglar, of
about twenty-four years of age and dark
complexion, standing at the corner of the
street. He was weil dressed, in a dark
cloth suit, with a billicock hat. One of his
comrades was taken from his side about
three weeks ago on a charge of burglary,

Entering a beershop in the neighbour-
hood of St. Giles, close by the Seven Dials,
we saw. a band of coiners and ringers of
changes. One of them, a genteel-looking,
slim youth is a notorious coiner, and has
been convicted. He was sitting quietly by
the door over a glass of beer, with his com-
panion by his side. One of them is a
moulder; another was sentenced to ten
years’ penal servitude for coining and
selling base coin. A modest-looking young
man, one of the gang, was seated by the
bar, also respectably dressed. He is gene-
rally supposed to be a subordinate con-
nected with this coining band, looking out,
while they are coining, that no officers of
Justice are mnear, and carrying the bag of
base money for them when they go out to
sell 1t to base wretches in small quantities
at low prices. Five shillings’ worth of base
money is generally sold for tenpence.
“ Ringing the chunges™ is effected in this
way :—A person offers a gocd sovereign
to a shopkeeper to be changed. The gold

wise tested, and is proved to be good. The
man hastily asks back and gets the sove-
reign, and pretends that he has some silver,
so that he does not require to change it.
On feeling his pocket he finds he does not
have it, and returns a base piece of money

piece.

London in the olden feudal times, when

We rcturned to Bow Sireet, and saw

resembling it, instead of the genuine gold

piece is chinked on the counter, or other-
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three young pickpockets proceeding along
m company, like three well-dressed coster-
mongers, in dark cloth frock-coats and
saps.
I})3ei:ng; desirous of having a more thorough
knowledge of the people residing in the
rookery of St. Giles, we visited it with Mr.
Hunt, inspector of police. We first went to
a lodging-house in George Street, Oxford
Street, called the Hampshire-Hog Yard.
Most of the lodgers were then out. On visit-
ing a room in the garret we saw a man, in
mature years, making attificial flowers; he
appeared to be very ingenious, and made se-
veral roses before us with marvellous ra-
pidity. He had suspended along the ceiling
bundles of dyed grasses of various hues,
crimson, yellow, green, brown, and other
colours to furnish cases of stuffed birds.
He was a very intelligent man and a natural
genius. He told us strong drink had
brought him to this humble position in the
garret, and that he once had the oppor-
tunity of making a fortune in the service of
a mobleman. We felt, as we looked on his
countenance, and listened to his conversa-
tion, he was capable of moving in a higher
sphere of life. Yet he was wonderfully
contented with his humble lot.
We visited Dyott House, George Street,
the ancient manor-house of St. Giles-in-
the-Fields, now fitted up as a lodging-house
for single men. The kitchen, an apartment
about fifteen feet square, is surrounded
with massive and tasteful panelling in the
oldenstyle. A large fire blazing in the grate
—with two boilers on each side—was kept
burning night and day to supply the lodgers
with hot water for their tea and coflee.
Some rashers of bacon were suspended
before the fire, with a plate underneath.
‘I'here was a gas-light in the centre of the
apartment, and 2, dial on the back wall.
The kitchen was furnished with two long
deal tables and a dresser, with forms to
serve as seats. There were about fifteen
labouring men present, most of ‘them busy
at supper on fish, and bread, and tea. They
were a very mixed company, such as we
would expect at a London lodging-house,
men working in cab-yards assisting cabmen,
some distributing bills in the streets, one
man carrying advertizing boards, and others
jobbing at anything they can find to do in
the neighbourhood. This house was clean
and comnfortable, and had the appearance.of
being truly a comfortable poor man’s home.
Tt was cheerful to look around us and to
see the social air of the-inmates. One man
sat with his coat off, enjoying the warmth
of the kitchen ; a boy was at his tea, cutting

butter. A young man of about nineteen
sat at the back of the apartment, with a
very sinister countenance, very unlike the
others. There was something about him
that indicated a troubled mind. We also
observed a number of elderly men among
the party, some in jackets, and others in
velvet coats, with an honest look about
them. -

When the house was a brothel, about
fifteen years ago, an unfortunate prostitute,

this kitchen by a man named Connell, who
was afterwards executed at Newgate forthe
decd. He had carnal connexion with this
woman some time before, and he suspected
that she had communicated to him the
venereal disease with which he was afflicted.
In revenge he took her life, having pur-
chased a knife at a neighbouring cutler’s
shop.
We were introduced to the landlady,
very stout woman, who came up to meet
us, candle in hand, as we stood on the
staircase. Here we saw the profile of the
ancient proprietor of the house, carved over
the paneling, set, as it were, i1l an oval
frame. In another part of the staircase we
saw a similar frame, but the profile bhad,
been rvemoved or destroyed. Over the
window that overleoks the staircase there
are three figures, possibly likenesses of his
daughters; such is the tradition. The ba-
lustrade along the staircase is very massive
and tastefully carved and ornamented.
The bed-rooms were also clean and com-
fortable. - N
The beds are furnished with a bed-cover
and flock bed, with sufficient warm and
clean bedding, for the low charge of 2s. a
week, or 44. a night. The first proprietor
of the house is said to have been a magis-
trate-of the city, and a knight or baronet.
Leaving George Street we passed on to
Church Lane, a by-street in the rear of
New Oxford Street, containing twenty-eight
houses. It was dark as we passed along.
We saw the street lamps lighted in Oxford
Street, and the shop-windows Dbrilliantly
illumined, while the thunder of vehicles in
the street broke on our ear, rolling in per-
petual stream. . Here a very curious scene
presented itself to our view, From the
windows of the three-storied houses 1n
Church Lane were suspended wooden rods
with clothes to dry across the narrow street,
—cotton gowns, sheets, trousers, drawers,
and vests, some ragged and patched, and
others old and faded, giving a more pictu-
resque aspect to the scene, which was en-
hanced by the dim lights in the windows,

up dried fish and discussing his bread and

and the groups of* the lower orders of a¥

—_——

named Mary Brothers, was murdered in i

et
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| women, the wives of costermongers, sat in

~door with folded arms§ as he looked ‘good-

in the I;’eighbgurhood. He let the same in
rooms jor 90/ a year, and these again re-|the fire with her go
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ages assembled bclow, clustered around the
doorways, and in front of the houses, or
indulging in merriment in the street. Al-
together the appearance of the inhabitants
was muich more clean and orderly than
might be expected in such a low locality.
Many women of the lower orders, chiefly of
the Irish cockneys, were seated, crouching
with their knees almost touching their
chin, beside the open windows. Some men
were smoking their pipes as they stood
leaning against the walls of their houses
whom from their appearance we took to be
evidently out-door labourers. Another la-
bouring man was seated on the sill of his
window, in corduroy trousers, light-gray
coat and cap, with an honest look of good-
humour and industry. Numbers of young

front of their houses in the manner we
have described, clad in cotton gowns, with
a general aspect of personal cleanliness and
contentment. At the corners of the streets
and at many of the doorways, were group:;
of young costermongers, who had finished
their hard day’s work, and were contentedly
chatting and smoking. They generally
stood with their hands in their breeches
pockets. Most of these people are Irish,
or the children of Irish parents. The dark-
ness of the street was lighted up by the
street lamps as well as by the lights in the
windows of two chandlers’ shops and one
public-house. At one of the chandlers’
shops the proprietor was standing by his

humouredly on his neighbours around his
shop-door.  We also saw some of the young
Arabs bareheaded and barefooted, with
their little hands in their pockets, or
squatted on the street, having the usual
restless, artful look peculiar to their tribe.
‘Here a house was pointed out to us,
No. 21, which was formerly let at a rent of
25l per annum to a publican that resided

of 1207, The house is still let in rooms,

neighbourhood, by one family only.

to persons in the street.

large quantity.

bu$ they are occupied, like all others in the | titter which they could not suppress. On

looking round we observed a plate-ra

. “'i“ one house as we passed along we saw | the back of the kitchen, a,ndplaag; euI:S.ﬁ ;112
oman selling potatoes, (Sa,t ghe kixlv;mduw, these lodging-houses, a glorim,ls fire bﬁrﬁ-

erson n looking into | ing brightly in the grate. An.ol

}:1111(; ﬁntef'lor we saw a cheerful fire burning | drawers, surmountgzi with shzlge:hzst’;oo({

o e ‘%12.{;9 a?sngl sgxlr;le woglen Slttl?lg aﬁ'ou]ilci against the wall. The girls were all,prosti-
. served sever ushel | tut ! : aran

Eﬁskets.a.nd sacks placed round the room, ol; Z?J;rﬁg. ey e oo, Eppearance
ed with potatoes, of which they sell a|merry. The old woman sat very thought-

\ ful, looking observant on, and
In Church Lane we found two lodging- wondering what errand codlda?lavél %r?)?lgﬁz
o

leading underground to the basement.
Here we found numkers of people clustered
together around several tables, some read-
ing the newspapers, others supping on fish
bread, tea, and potatoes, and some lyino2
half asleep on the tables in all irnagina.blg
positions. These, we were told, had just re-
turned from hopping in Kent, had walked
long distances, and were fatigued,

On entering some of these kitchens, the
ceiling being very low, we found a large
fire burning in the grate, and a general air
of comfort, cleanliness, and order. Such
scenes as these were very homely and pic-
turesque, and reminded us very foreibly of
localities of London in the olden time. In
some of them the inmates were only half
dressed, and yet appeared to be very com-
fortable from the warmth of the apartment.
Here we saw a number of the poorest im-
beciles we had noticed in the course of
our rambles through the great metropolis.
Many of them were middle-aged men,
others more elderly, very shabbily dressed
and some half naked. There was little
manliness left in the poor wretches as they
squatted drearily on the benches. The
mspector told usthey were chiefly vagrants,
and were sunk in profound ignorance and
debasement, from which they were utterly
unable to rise. :

The next kitchen of this description we
entered was occupied by females. It was
about fifteen feet square, and belongs to a
house with ten rooms, part of which is oc-
cupied as a low lodging-house. Here we

most of them young, but one more advanced
in life. Some of them were geod-looking,
as though they had been respectable ser-
vants. They were busy at their tea, bread
and butcher’s meat. On the table stood a
candle on a small capdlestick. They sat in

them with an ample crinoline. One sat by

we stood beside them they burst out in a

They were apparently very

houses, the kitchens of which are entered | us into the house,

——————

297

from the sireet by a descent of a few steps
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We then entered another dwelling-house.
On looking down the stairs we saw a com-
pany of young women, from seventeen to
twenty-five years of age. A rope was hung
over the fireplace, with stockings and shirts
suspended over it, and clothes were dry-
ing on a screen. A young womarn, with her
hair netted and ornamented, sat beside the
five with a green jacket and striped petti-
coat with crinoline.
young woman sat by the table dressed in a
cotton gown and striped apron, with coffee-
pot in hand, and tea-cups before her.
Some pleasant-looking girls sat by the table
with their chins leaning on their hands,
smiling cheerfully, looking at us with curi-
osity. Another coarser featured dame lolled
by the end of the table with her gown
drawn over her head, smirking in our coun-
tenance ; and one sat by, her shawl drawn
over her head. Another apparently modest
girl sat by cutting her pails with a knife.
On the walls around the apartment were
suspended a goodly assortment of bonnets,
clozks, gowns, and petticoats.

Meantime an elderly little man came in
with a cap on his head and a long staff in
his hand, and stood looking on with curi-
osity. On the table lay a pack of cards
beside the bowls, cups, and other crockery-
ware. Some of the girls appeared as if
they had lately been servants in respect-
oble situations, and one was like a quief
genteel shop girl. They were all prosti-
tutes, and most of them prowl about at
pight to plunder drunken men. As we
looked on the more interesting girls, espe-
cially two of them, we saw the sad conse-
quences of one wrong step, which may
launch the young and thoughtless into a
criminal career, and drive them into the
dismal companionship of the most lewd
and debased. -

We then went to Short’s Gardens, and
entered a house there. On the basement
underground we saw a company of men,
women, and children of various ages, seated
around the tables, and by the fire. The
men and women had mostly been engaged
in hopping, and appeared to_be healthy,
industrious, and orderly. Until lately
thieves used to lodge in these premises.

As we entered Queen Street we saw three
thieves, lads of about fourteen years of age,
gtanding in the middle of the street as if
on the outlook for booty. They were
dressed in black frock-coats, corduroy, and
fustian trousers, and black caps. Passing
along Queen Street, which is one of the
wings of the Dials, we went up %o the
central space between the Seven Dials.

our view ; clusters of labouring men, and a .
fow men of doubtful character, in dark
shabby dress, loitered by the corners of the .
surrounding streets.
of elderly women standing at some- of the
angles, most of them ragged and drunken,
their very countenances the pictures of
abject 1isery.
houses in the locality were driving a busy
Another good-looking | traffic, and were thronged with motley
groups of people of various grades, from
the respectable merchant and tradesman to

We also saw groups :

The numerous public-

the thief and the beggar.
Bands of boys and girls were gamboling
in the street in wild frolic, tumbling on
their head wwith their heels in the air, and
shouting in merriment, while the policeman-
was quietly looking on in good humour.
Avound the centre of the Dials were
bakers’ shops with large illuminated fronts,
the shelves being covered with loaves, and
the baker busy attending to his customers.
In the window was a large printed notice
advertising the  best wheaten bread at 6d.”
a loaf. A druggist’s shop was invitingly
adorned with beautiful green and purple
jars, but no customers entered during the
time of our siay. |
At the corner of an opposite dial was an
old clothes store, with a large assortment .
of second-hand garments, chiefly for men,
of various kinds, qualities, and styles, sus-
pended around the front of the shop.
There were also provision shops, which |
were well attended with customers. The |
wholé neighbourhood presented an appear- %
|

ance of bustle and animation, and omni- |
buses and other vehicles were passing |
along in a perpetual stream. , |

The most of the low girls in this locality |
do not go out #ill late in the evening, and !
chiefly devote their attention to drunken |
men, They frequent the principal thorough- |
fares in the vicinity of Oxford Street, Hol- |
born, Farringdon Street, and other bustling :
streets. From the nature of their work they
are of a migratory character. The most of |
the men We saw in the houses we visited be- |
long to the labouring class, men employed
to assist in cleaning cabs and omnibuses,
carriers of advertising boards, distributors
of bills, patterers, chickweed sellers, ballad
singers, and persons generally of industrious
habits, along with a few of doubtful cha-
racter. They are willing to work, but will
steal rather than want.

The lodging-house people here have nob
been known of late years to receive stolen
property, and the inhabitants generally are
steadily rising in habits of decency, cleanli-

ness, and morality.

! Here a very lively scene presented itself to

e —

The houses we visited in George Street, |
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of the rookery of St. Giles-in-the-Fields,

ters in London. Deserted as it compara-
tively is now, except by the labouring poor
vagrants and low prostitutes, it was once
the resort of all classes, from the proud
noble fo the beggar picking up a livelihood
from door to door.
‘We have been indebted to Mr, Hunt, in-
spector of the lodging-houses of this dis-
trict, for fuller information regarding the
rookery of St. Giles and its inhabitants
twenty years ago, before a number of these
disreputable streets were removed to make
way for New Oxford Street. We quote
from a manuscript nearly in his own words :
—“The ground covered by the Rookery was
enclosed by Great Russell Street, Charlotte
Street, Broad Street, and High Street, all
within the parish of St. Giles-in-the-Fields.
Within this space were George Street (once
Dyott Street), Carrier Street, Maynard
Street, and Church Street, which ran from’
-north to south, and were intersected by
Church Lane, Ivy Lane, Buckeridge Street
Bainbridge Street, and New Street. These,
with an almost endless intricacy of courts
and yards crossing each other, rendered the
place like a rabbit-warren.
“ In Buckeridge Street stood the *Hare
and Hounds’ public-house, formerly the
_‘Beggar in the'Bush ; at the time of which
I speak (1844) kept by the well-known and
much-respected Joseph Banks (generally
called *Stunning Joe *), a civil, rough, good-
hearted Boniface. His house was the re-
sort of all classes, from the aristocratic
marquis to the vagabond whose way of
living was a puzzle to himself.
“Atthe opposite corner of Carrier Street
! stood Mother Dowling’s, a lodging-house
i and provision shop, which was not closed
nor the shutters put on for several years
before it was pulled down, to make way for
the improvements in New Oxford Street.
.+ .. The shop was frequented by vag-
rants of every class, including foreigners
who, with moustache, well-brushed hat, and
seedy clothes—consisting usually of a frock-
coat buttoned to the chin, light trousers
and boots gaping at each lofty step —mighiz,.
be seen making their way to Buckeridge |
Street to regale upon cabbage, which had
been boiled with & ferocious pig’s head or
a fine piece of salt beef. From 12 to 1
o'clock at midnight was chosen by these

a3 the proper time for a visit to Mrs, Dow-

and the streets acjacent, were formerly part | were lodging-houses for thieves, prosti-

celebrated as one of the chief haunts of |pence a night i )
. . . 1t {
redoutable thieves and suspicious charac- }:)hreepence ign thlglc ]h] :r;l I;I; eil;.h: ql?a’?:;n :}i‘:

rageed but proud gentlemen from abroad | by an order from a magistrate

8
nected by roof, yard, and cellar with those

tutes, and cadgers, The charge was four-

were termed. If the beds were occupi
six nights by the same parties, and alciucll)lllig
paid, the seventh night (Sunday) was not
charged for. The rooms were crowded
and paid well. 1 remember seeing fourteen
women in beds in a cellar, each of whom
paid 3d. a night, which, Sunday free
amounted to 21s. per week. The furniture
in this den might have originally cost the
proprietor 7l or 8. At the time I last
visited it, it was not worth more than 30s.
“Both sides of Buckeridge Street a-
bounded in courts, particularly the nerth
side, and these, with the connected back-
yards and low walls in the rear of the street
afforded an easy escape tuv any thief when
pursued by officers of justice. I remember
on one occasion, in 1844, a notorious thief
was wanted by a well-known criminal officer
(Restieaux). " He was known to associate
with some cadgers who used a house in the
rear of Paddy Corvan’s, near Church Street
and was believed to be in the house when
Restieaux and a serjeant entered it. They
went into the kitchen where seven male
and five female thieves were seated, along
with several cadgers of the most cfmning
class, One of them made a signal, indicat-
ing that some one had escaped by the back
of the premises, in which direction the
officers proceeded. It was evident the
thief had gone over a low wall into an ad-
Joining yard. The pursuers climbed over
passed through the yards and back pre:
mises of eleven houses, and secured him in
Jones Court. There were about twenty
persons present at the time of the arrest
but they offered no resistance to the con-
stages. hlfél Wﬁuldbha.ve been a different
matter ha e Dbee

R e n apprehended by
“In Bainbridge Street, one side of which
was nearly occupied by the immense
brewery of Meux & Co., were found some
of the most intricate and dangerous places
in this low locality. The most notorious
of these was Jones Court, inhabited by
coiners, utterers of base coin, and thieves.
In former years a bull terrier was kept
here, which gave an alarm on the appear-
anice of a stranger, when the coining was
suspended fill the course was clear. This
dog was at last taken away by Duke and
Clement, two police officers, and destroyed

(11 3
The houses in Jones Court were con-

—

‘ Most of the houses in Buckeridge Street | in Bainbridge and Buckeridge streets, and
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with each other in such a manner that the
apprehension of an inmate or refugee in one
of them was almost a task of impossibility
to a stranger, and difficult to those well
acquainted with the interior of the dwell-
ings. In one of the cellars was a large cess-
pool, covered in such away that a stranger
would likely step into if. In the same

.cellar was a hole about two feet square,

leading to the next cellar, and thence by a
similar hole into the cellar of a house in
Scott’s Court, Buckeridge Street. These
afforded a ready means of escape to a thief,
but effectually stopped the pursuers, who
would be put to the risk of creeping on his
hands and knees through a hole two feet
square in a dark cellar in St.Giles’s Rookery,

* entirely in the power of dangercus charac-

ters. Other houses were connected in a
similar manner. In some instances there
was a communication from one back win-
dow to another by means of large spike
nails, one row to hold by, and another for
the feet to rest on. which were not known
to be used at the time we refer to.

¢ In Church Street were several houses
let to men of an honest but poor class, who
worked in omnibus and cab-yards, factories,
and such other places as did not afford them
the means of procuring more expensive
lodgings. Their apartments were clean,
and their way of living frugal..

¢ Other houses of a less reputable charac-
ter were very numercus. One stood at the
corner of Church Street and Lawrence
Street, occupied by the most infamous cha-
racters of the district. On entering the
house from Lawrence Lane, and proceeding
upstairs, you would find on each floor seve-
ral rooms connected by a kind of gallery,
each room rented by prostitutes. These
apartments were open to those girls who
had fleeced any poor drunken man who had
been induced to accompany them to this
den of infamy. When they had plundered
the poor dupe, he was ejected without cere-
mony by the others who resided in the
room ; often without a coat or hat, some-
times without his trousers, and occasionally
left on the staircase naked as he was born.
In this house the grossest scenes of profli-
gacy were transacted. In pulling it down
a hole was discovered in the wall opening
into a timber-yard which fronted High
Street—a convenient retreat for any one
pursued. .

“ Opposite to this was the “Rose and
Crown > public-house, resorted to by all
classes of the light-fingered gentry, from
the mobsman and his “ Amelia™ to the
lowest of the street thieves and his « Poll.”
In the tap-room might be seen Black Charlie.

the fiddler, with ten or a dozen lads and
lasses enjoying the dance, and singing and
smoking over potations of gin-and-water,
more or less plentiful according to the pro-
ceeds of the previous night—all apparently
free from care in their wild carousals. The
cheek waxed pale when the policeman
opened the door and glanced round the
room, but when he departed the merri-
ment would be resumed with vigour.

¢ The kitchens of some houses in Bucke-
ridge Street afforded a specimen of life in
London rarely seen elsewhere even in Lon-
don, though some in Church Lane do so
now on a smaller scale. The kitchen, a
long apartment usually on the ground-floor,
had a large coke fire, along with a sink,
water-tap, one or two tables, several forms,
a variety of saucepans, and other cooking
utensils, and was lighted with a gas jet.
There in the evenings suppers were dis-
cussed by the cadgers an alderman might
almost have envied-—rich steaks and onions,
mutton and pork chops, fried potatoes,
sausages, cheese, celery, and other articles
of fare, with abundance of porter, half-and-
half, and tobacco.

“ In the morning they often sat down to
a breakfast of tea, coffee, eggs, rashers of
bacon, dried fish, fresh butter, and other
good things which would be considered
luzuries by working people, when each dis-
cussed his plans for the day’s rambles, and
arranged as to the exchange of garments,
bandages, &c., considered necessary to pre-
vent recognition in those neighbourhoods
recently worked. - T

‘ Their dinners were taken in the course
of their rounds, consisting generally of the
best of the broken victuals given them by
the compassionate, and were eaten on
one of the door-steps of some respectable
street, after which they would resort to
some obscure public-house or beer-shop
in a back street or alley to partake of some
liquor.

¢ Heaps of good food were brought home
and thrown on a side-table, or into a cor-
ner, as unfit to be eaten by these * profes-
sional ” cadgers,—food which thousands of
the working men of London would have
been thankful for. It was given to the
children who visited these lodging-houses.
The finer viands, such as pieces of fancy
bread, rolls, kidneys, mutton and lamb, the
gentlemen of the esfablishment reserved
for their own more fastidious palates.

¢ On Sundays many of the cadgers staid
at home till night. They spent the day at
cards, shove-halfpenny, tossing, and other
amusements. Sometimes five or six shil-
lings were staked on the table among &
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BOYS EXERCISING AT TOTHILL FIELDS IRISON.
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though coppers were the usual stakes. .

wants too little attention is sometimes paid.

are among them sailors, whose largest voy-
age has been to Tothill Fields prison, or to
Gravesend on a pleasure trip. Cripples
with their arms in slings, or feet, swathed
in blood-stained rags, swollen to double the
size, who may be seen dancing when in
their lodging at their evening revels. You
may see poor Irish with from five to thirty
sovereigns in a bag hung round their necks
or in the waistband of their trousers;
women who carry hired. babes, or it may
be a bundle of clothing resembling a child,
on their back and breast, and other such-
like impostors. - ‘
“ Between Buckeridge Street and Church
Lane stood Ivy Lane, leading from George
Street to Carrier Street, communicating
-with the latter by a smallgateway. Clark’s
Court was on its left, and Rats’ Castle on
its right. This castle was a large dirty
buiiding occupied by thieves and prosti-
tutes, and boys who lived by plunder. On
the removal of these buildings, in 1845, the
massive foundations of an hospital were
found, which had been built in the 12th
century by Matilda, Queen of Henry the
First, daughter of Malcolm King of Scot-
land, for persons afflicted with leprosy.
“At this place criminals were allowed a
bowl of ale on their way from Newgate to
Tyburn. ' '
“ Maynard Street and Carrier Street were
occupied by costermongers and a few
thieves and cadgers. George Street, part
of which still stands, consisted of lodging-
houses for tramps, thieves, and beggars, to-
gether with a few brothels.”
From George Street to High Street runs
a mews called Hampshire-Hog Yard, where
there is an old established lodging-house
for single men, poor but honest.
The portion of the rookery now remain-
ing, consisting of Church Lane, with its
courts, a small part of Carrier Street, and a
smaller portion of one side of Church Street,
18 now more densely crowded than when
Buckeridge Street and its neighbourhood
were in existence. The old Crown public-
house in Church Lane, formerly the resort
of the most notorious cadgers, was in 1851
inhabited by Irish people, where often from
twelve to thirty persons lodged in a room.
At the back of this public-house is a yard,

5.8
3
b

4

party of about ter of them at cards, al-

The life of a cadger is notin many instances
a life of privation. 1 do not speak (says
Mr. Hunt) of the really distressed, to whose

1 allude to beggars by profession, who pre-
fer a life of mendicancy to any other. There

ment then occupied by thirty-eight men,
women, and children, all lying indiscrimi-
nately on the floor. :

Speaking of other houses in this neigh-
bourhood in 1851, Mr. Hunt states: *1I
have frequently seen as many as sixteen
people in a room about twelve feet by ten,
these numbers being exceeded in larger
rooms. Many lay on loose straw littered
on the floor, their heads to the wall and
their feet to the centre, and decency was
entirely unknown among them.”

Now, however, the district is consider-
ably changed, the inhabitants are rapidly
rising in decency, cleanliness, and order,
and the Rookery of St. Giles will soon be
ranked among the memories of the past.

NargaTive or A Loxpox S¥EAK, or
Commox THiEF.

Tre following narrative was given us by a
convicted thief, who has for years wandered
over the streets of London as a ballad
singer, and bas resided in the low lodging-
houses scattered over its lowest districts.
He was a poor wretched creature, degraded
in condition, of feeble intellect, and worth-
less character, we picked up in a low lodg-
ing house in Drury Lane. He was shabbily
dressed in a pair of old cordurcy trousers,
old brown coat, black shabliy vest, faded
erey neckerchief, an old dark cap and peak,
and unwashed shirt. For a few shillings he
was very ready to tell us the sad story of
his miserable life. v

“I was born at Abingdon, near Oxford,
where my father was a bricklayer, and kept
the N———n public-house. He died when
I was fourteen years of age; I was sent to
school and was taught to read, but not to
write. At this time I was a steady, well-
conducted boy. At fourteen years of age I
went to work with my uncle, a basket-
maker and rag merchant in Abingdon, and
lived with my mother. I wrought there
for three years, making baskets and cut-
ting willows for them. I left my uncle
then, as he had not got any more work for
me to do, and was living idle with m
mother. At this time I went with a Cheap
John to the fairs, and travelled with him
the whole of that season. He was a Lan-
cashire man, between fifty and sixty years
of age, and had a woman who {ravelled
the country with him, but I do not think
they were married. He was a tall, dark-
complexioned man, and was a ¢ duffer,’ very
unprincipled in his dealings. He sold
cutlery, books, stationery, and hardware,
“When we were going from one fair to

on the right-hand side of which is an apart-

another, we would stop on the road and
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make a fire, and steal fowls and potatoes, or
any green-stuff that was in season. We
sometimes travelled along with gipsies,
occasionally to the number of fifty or sixty
in a gang. The gipsies are a curious
sort of people, and would not let you con-
nect with any of them unless they saw you
were to remain among them.

«] assisted Cheap John in the markets
when selling his goods, and handed them
to the purchasers.

“The first thing I ever pilfered was a
pair of boots and a handkerchief from a
drunken man who lay asleep at a fair in
Reading, in Berks. He was lying at the
back of a booth and no one mnear hi
This was about dusk in September. I
pawned the boots at Windsor on the day of a
fair for 3s., and sold the handkerchief for ls.

«] was about seventeen years of age
when T went with Cheap John, and remained

with him about thirteen weeks, when I left, [P

on account of a row I had with him. I
liked this employment very well, got 2s. in
the pound for my trouble, and sometimes
had from 1. to 25s. a week. But the fairs
were only occasional, and the money I
earned was very precarious.

«T left Cheap John at Windsor, and
came to Slough with a horse-dealer, where
I left him. He gave me 2s. for assisting
him. I then came up to London, where 1
* have lived ever since in the lodging-houses
in the different localities, I remember on
coming to this great city I was much asto-
nished at its wonders, and every street ap-
peared to me like a fair. On coming to
London I had no money, and had not any
friend to assist me. I went to Kensington
workhouse, and got a night’s lodging, and
lived for about a fortnight at different
workhouses in London. They used to give
the lodgers a piece of bread at night, and
another in the morning, and -a night’s
lodging on straw and boards, -

¢ ] then went ou} singing ballads in the
streets of London, and could get at an
average from 2s. to 2s. 6d. a night, but
when the evenings were wet, I could not
get anything. In the winter I sang in the
daytime, and in summer I went out in the
evening, 1 have wandered in this way
over many of the streets and thoroughfares
of London. I sing in Marylebone, Somers
Town, Camden Town, Paddington, White-
cross Street, City, Hammersmith, Com-
mercial Road, and Whitechapel, and live at
different lodgings, and make them my home
as I move along. I sing different kinds of
songs, sentimental and comic ; my favour-
ites are ¢ Gentle Annie,’ ¢ She’s reckoned a

‘The Week’s Matrimony,” ¢The Old Wo-
man’s Sayings,” and ‘John Bull and the
Taxes.’
Sailor,’ and ‘ The Female Cabin Boy.” For
many years now I have lived by singing in
the public street, sometimes by myself, at
other times with a mate. I occasionally
beg in Regent Street and Bond Street on
the ‘fly,” that is, follow people passing
along, and sometimes in Oxford Street and
Holborn. Sometimes I get a little job to
do from people at various kinds of handi-
work, such as turning the wheel to polish
steel, and irons, &c., and do other kinds of
job work. When hard up I pick pockets

him. | of handkerchiefs, by myself or with one or

two mates. [In the course of our inter-
view we saw he was very clumsy at picking
pockets.] I sometimes go out with the
young dark-complexioned lad you saw’
down stairs, who is very clever at pocket
icking, and has been often convicted
before the criminal courts.

“T have spent many years living in the
low lodging-houses of London. The worst
I ever saw was in Keat Street, White-
chapel, about nine years ago, before they
were reformed and changed. Numbers
were then crowded into the different rooms,
and the floors were littered with naked
people of all ages, and of both sexes, men
and women, and boys and girls sleeping
alongside indiscriminately. It was very
common to see young boys and girls sleep-
ing together. The conversations that
passed between them, and the scenes that
were transacted, were enough to contami-
nate the morals of the young.

«Tn the morning they used to go to
their different haunts over the city, some
begging, and others thieving.

«On Sunday evenings the only books
read were such as ¢ Jack Sheppard,” ‘Dick
Turpin,” and the ¢ Newgate Calendar’ they
got out of the neighbouring libraries by
depositing 1s. These were read with much
interest ; the lodgers would sooner have
these than any other books. I never saw
any of them go to church on Sundays.
Sometimes one or two would go to the
ragged-school, such as the one in Field
Lane near Smithfield. .

« Tt often happened a man left his wife,
and she came to the lodging-house and got
a livelihood by begging. Some days she
would glean 2. or 3s., and at other times
would not get a haifpenny. ]

“The thieves were seldom in the lodging-
house, except to meals and at bedtime.
They lived on better fare than the beggars.
The pickpocket lives better than the sneak-

good hand at it ‘The Dandy Husband’

ing thief, and the pickpocket is thought

I often sing *The Dark-eyed |
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more of in the lodging-ho i

i than the beggar. ginghouses and prisons
| “The lowest pickpockets often lived in
these low lodging-houses, some of them
young lads, and others middle-aged men
The young pickpockets, if clever, soon leave
the lodging-houses and take a room in some
locality, as at Somiers Town, Marylebone
the Burgh, Whitechapel, or Westminster.
T}‘J)etplck%)ocketi inhlt())dgillg—houses, for the
most part, are stock 'S, 1. X

handklza irt, axe uzzers, t.e., stealers of

“I have often seen the boys picking
others’ pockets for diversion yirn It:he loﬁg(:)iz:.lcg}:-1
houses, many of them from ten to eleven
years of age. _

“ There are a great number of sneaks in
the lodging-houses. Two of them go out
together to the streets, one of them keAeps
a look-out while the other steals some
article, shoes, vest, or coat, &ec.. from the
shop or stall. T sometimes go out with g

and sell them to the pawnbroker, or to a
la]i?urmg man passing in the streas.

Sometimes I have known the lodgers
make up a packet of sawdust and put in a
little piece of tobacco to cover an opening
leaving only the tobacco to be seen lookil?g,
through, and sell it to persons passing by
in "Ehe street as a packet of tobacco.

When I am hard up I have gone out
and stolen a loaf at a baker's shop, or
chandler’s shop, and taken it to my lodg,ing
I have often stolen handkerchiefs, silk and
ca?‘a})nc, ﬁ'ont:;l %ent-lemen’s pocket’s.

L once stole a silver snufi-box
man's coat-pocket, and on one Ogg;s?og
took a pocket-book with a lot of papers and
Postage stamps. I burnt the papers and
sold the stamps for about 1s. 6d.

mate and take a pair of boots at a shop-door |-

“I never had clothes respectable enoug
to try purses and watcheg, and did n%l’z-
have nerve for it. I have seen young
thieves encouraged by people who kept the
lo7dgmg—houses, such as at Keat Street
Whitechapel, and at the Mint. They3
would ask the boys if they had anything
and wish them to sell it o them, which
was generally done at an under-price. In
these lodging-houses some lived very well
and others were starving  Some had steaks
and pickles, and plenty of drink, porter
and ale, eges and bacon; and cigars to
smoke. Some of the poorest go out and
get a pennyworth of bread, halfpennyworth
of tea, halfpennyworth of butter, and half-
pennyworth of sugar, and perhaps not
have a halfpenny left to pay for their
lodging at night. ~ When they do get money
they often go out and spend it in drink
and perhaps the next night are sta.rving’
again,
“I have been tried for stealing a qu
pot and a handkerchief, at Bagui:gz %V:ﬁ:
police station, and was taken to Vine Street .
police station for stealing 2s. 6d. from a
drunken woman respectably dressed. I
took it out of her hand, and was seen by a
policeman, who ran after me and overtook
me, but the woman refused to prosecute
me, and I was discharged. 1 was also
brought before Marylebone police-court for
begging. .
“In my present lodging I am prett
comfortable. We spendg OEI‘ eveninops te]ljz
Ing tales and conversing to each other on
our‘wanderlngs, and playing at games, such
;L; g];:ait :;hetshppgr.]; I have often been

ant, an 1V¢

steal to get a.]ivelihood?fe been driven. to

PICKPOCKETS AN

Intracing the pickpocket from the beginning
of his career, in most cases we must turn
our attention to the little ragged boys living
by a felon’s hearth, or herding with other

of drunken and improvident parents. The

Bprung from the dregs of society—fy
the hearths and homes of Londonythiégg;

—80 that they have no reason to be proud of

their lineage. Fifteen or twentv
. v years 2
gza,ny of those accomplished pici:pockegso
mll-(calsselglttm. the highest style of fashion:
Young criminals in a low lodging-house, or | 1i = o walk & B e i iuds, and
dwelling in the cold and com?or‘t?less ho,me 1111]1%8’3.23 Oa.?oa;}u; %ggggs bho Bank of one-
1 @ . thoroughfares, v

%‘;’ggi‘: m§3011ty_ of the pickpockets of the |ing b:;,llifoat;ri':?ci ‘i;ii'gn%o?l‘lragged o ety
‘metropolts, with few exceptions, have | slums and alleys of TVesi?

Seven Dials, or loitering amone the thi
g e thieves’
dens of the Borough and \’Vhii';:,ec:ha,pel.eVeS

D SHOPLIFTERS.

ide, and our busy

dark and dirty
minster and the

Step by step they have emerged from

¢ e —————

- {3t -
1l e Y b S e v
SR Pt e Ay

[ELF TR VPR EL YRRV R Py I
i

o=y

oty gt

..,

= St e

iristhgyte bivki
5 H

PR
iR et

manr

P . TR .
S g Lk re Hhasd 17 sosindaie N
AT 1477 aim oty = s v P 118

P gt PP PR el ottt S S S SR D
T R L T P T U 3
v

T




s atiliomse

Bt @ e
. [ N W2
Lo e F TIPS T A . DAL o TN T e Vi AT,
- 3 e D EE T R I P T AP e

gy T T T T e . ™

Pt AN AT
: S g

wlakid

SRR

= 3

1)

iy o e i

W R AROMS O VR WL
P it i o
1

PP, e

s g

A

s gt
.

‘ 4 1 i aa ey P .
" b r L
™ — S——— e ™ St ol . '
o) I LE] TITTITIO yrears . T T T T i AT g e - ey TR Fl
el A erooi) ! gt N . - et i) v e e b
Py rt T [YEN i, XY & Y . e 1
- - rR? e T T .
St paguniyiy wigear Pauraui oy - e 3ot - Iy .- - s LN
o poyt ptas [ 5 KA Y PSR g i LInTe e —e L S CODEY )
ks T Y . - : A ET A P R A R L e e s satom e T P AP H48
- " ety i TrrIATy - T e Sr T LT IR T, T s AL o
. ren o ———am e [, e b e e . - i
Cetea i it L R ST I R P . " . " . - T . g
.- —— B, 1

T TR LT
B R 1 L e f
[ e T T

1 te 3 s s e =
N VS

i
v ag

—

e e N

Y

s

e n

R -
I AT AT e BT
o .

o b

e e RO YT
x b

s et
e RO
37

v

S ’ LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POUR.

their rags and squalor to a higher position
of physical comfort, and have risen to
higher dexterity and accomplishment m
their base and ignoble profession.

We say there are a few exceptions io the
general rule, that the most of our habitual
thieves have sprung from the loins of felon
parents. We blush to say that some have
joined the ranks of our London thieves, and
are living callous in open crime, who were
irained in the homes of honest and indus-
trious parents, and were surrounded in
early life with all those influences which
are fitted to elevate and improve the mind.
But here our space forbids us to enlarge.

The chief sources whence our pickpeckets
spring are from the low lodging-houses—
from those dwellings in low neighbour-
hoods, where their parents are thieves,
and where improvident and drunken people
neglect their children, such as Whitechapel,
Shoreditch, Spitalfields, New Cut, Lam-
beth, the Borough, Clerkenwell, Drury
TLane, and other localities. Many of them
are the children of Irish parents, coster-
mongers, bricklayers’ labourers, and others.
They often begin to steal at six or seven
years of age, sometimes as early as five
years, and commit petty sneaking thefts,
as well as pick handkerchiefs from gentle-
men’s pockets. Many of these ragged
urchins are taught to steal by their com-
panions, others are taught .by trainers of
thieves, young men and women, and some
middle-aged convieted thieves. They are
learned to be expert in this way. A
coat is suspended on the wall with a bell
attached to it, and the boy attempis to
take the handkerchief from the pocket

without the bell ringing. Until he is able
to do this with proficiency he is not con-
sidered well trained. Another way in
which they are trained is this : The trainer
—if a man—walks up and down the room
with a handkerchief in the tail of his coat,
and the ragged boys amuse themselves
abstracting 16 until they learn to do it in
an adroit manner. We could point our
tinger to three of these execrable wretches,
who are well known to train schools of
juvenile thieves—one of them, a young
man at Whitechapel ; another, a young
woman .at Clerkenwell ; and a third, a
middle-aged man residing about Lambeth
Walk. These base wretches buy the stolen
handkerchiefs from the boys at a paliry
sum. We have also heard of some being
taught to pick pockets by means of an
effigy ; but this is not so well authenti-
cated. )

Great numbers of these ragged pick-
- pockets may be seen loitering about our

principal streets, ready to steal from a stall
or shop-door when they find an oppor-
tunity., During the day they generally
pick pockets two or three in a little band,
but at dusk a single one can sometimes do
it with success. They not onlysteal hand-
kerchiefs of various kinds, but also pocket-
books from the tails of gentlemen’s coats.
We may see them occasionally engaged at
this work on Blackfriars Bridge and London
Bridge, also along Bishopsgate, Shoreditch,
Whitechapel, Drury Lane, and similar lo-
calities. They may be seen ab any hour of
the day, but chiefly from 10 to 2 o’closk.
They are generally actively on the look-out
on Saturday evening in the shopping streets
where the labouring people get their pro-
visions in for the Sunday. At this early
stage the boys occasionally pick pockets,
and go about cadging and sneaking (beg-
ging and committing petty felonies).

The next stage commences—we shall say
—about fourteen years of age, when the
stripling lays aside his rags, and dresses in
a more decent way, though rather shabby.
Perhaps in a dark or gray frock-coat, dark or
dirty tweed trousers, and a cap with peak,
and shoes. , At this time many of them go
to low neighbourhoods, or to those quieter
localities where the labouring people re-
side, and pick the pockets of the wives and
daughters of this class of persons; others
steal from gentlemen passing along tho-
roughfares, while a few adroit lads are em-
ployed by men to steal from ladies’ pockets
in the fashionable streets of the metro-
polis. '

These young thieves seldom commit their
depredations in the localities where they
are known, but prowl in different parts of
the metropolis.  They are of a wandering
character, changing from one district to
another, and living in different lodging-
houses—often leaving their parent’s houses
as early 2s ten years of age. Sometimes
they are driven by drunken loafing parents
to steal, though in most cases they leave
their comfortless homes and live in lodging-
houses.

When they have booty, they generally
bring it to some person to dispose of, as
suspicion would be aroused if they went to
sell or pawn it themselves. In some cases
they give it to the trainer of thieves, or
they take it to some low receiving house,
where wretches encourage them in steal-
ing ; sometimes to low coffee-houses. low
hairdressers or tailors, who act as middle-
men to dispose of the property, generallv
giving them but a small part of the value.

In the event of their rambling to a dis-

tant part of London, they sometimes ar-
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rangs to get one of their number to convey
the stolen goods to these parties. At other
times they dispose of them to low wretches
connected with the lodging-houses, or other
ersons in disreputable neighbourhoods.

At this time many of them cohabit with
girls in low lodging-houses ; many of whom
are older than themselves, and generally of
the felon class.

These lads frequently steal at the “tail ”
of gentlemen’s coats, and learn the other
modes of picking pockets.

Stealing the handkerchief from the “tail”
of a gentleman’s coat in the street is gene-
rally effected in this way. Three or four
usually go together. They see an old
gentleman passing by. One remains be-
hind, while the other two follow up close
beside him, but a little behind. The one
walking by himself behind is the looker out
to see if there are any police or detectives
near, or if any one passing by or hovering
around is taking notice of them. One of
the two walking close by the gentleman
adroitly picks his pocket, and coils the
handkerchief up in his hand so as not to be

- seen, while the other brings his body close

to him, so as not to let his arm be seen by
any passer by.

If the party feel him taking the handker-
chief from his pocket, the thief passes it
quickly to his companion, who runs off
with it. The looker-out walks quietly on

as if nothing had occurred, or sometimes |

walks up to the gentleman and asks him
what is the matter, or pretends to tell him
in what direction the thief has run, point-
ing him to a very different direction from
the one he has taken.

They not only abstract handkerchiefs
but also pocketbooks from the tail of gen-
tlemen's coats, or any other article they
cad lay their fingers on. ’

This is the common way in which the
coat-pocket is picked when the person is
proceeding along the street. Sometimes it
happens that one thief will work by him-
self, but this is very seldom. In the case
of a person standing, the coat-tail pocket
1s picked much in the same manner.

These boys in most cases confine them-
selves to stealing from the coat-pocket
on the streets, but in the event of a crowd
on any occasion, they are so bold as to
steal watches from the vest-pocket. This
isdone in a different style, and generally in
the company of two or three in this manner:
One of them folds his arms across his
breast in such a way that his right hand is
covered with his left arm. This enables
him to use his hand in an unobserved way,
S0 that he is thereby able to abstract the

watch from the vest-pocket of the gentle-
man standing by his side.
A police-officer informed us, that when
at Cremorne about a fortnight ago, a
large concourse of people was assembled
to see the female acrobat, termed the
* Female Blondin,” cross the Thames on a
rope suspended over the river, he ob-
served two young men of about twenty-four
years of age, and about the middle heivht,
respectably dressed, whom he suspected to
be pickpockets. They went up to a smart
gentlemanly man standing at the riverside
looking eagerly at the Female Blondin,
then walking the rope over the middle of
the river. As his attention was thus ab-
sorbed, the detective saw these two men
go up to him. One of them placed himself
close on the right hand side of him, and
putting his right arm under his left, thus
covered his right hand, and took the
watch gently from the pocket of the gen-
tleman’s vest. The thief made two at-
tempts to break the ring attached to the
watch, termed the “bowl” or swivel, with
his finger and thumb,
_ After two ineffective endeavours he bent
1t completely round, and yet it would not
break. He then left the watch hanging
down in front of the vest, the genileman
meanwhile being unaware of the attempted
felony. The detective officer took both the
thieves into custody. They were brought
before the Westminster police-court and sen-
tenced each to three months’ imprisonment
for an attempt to steal from the person.
The same officer informed us that about
a month or six weeks ago, in the same place,
on a similar occasion, he ocbserved three
persons, a man, a boy, and a woman, whom
he suspected te be picking pockets. The
man was about twenty-eight years of age,
rather under the middle size. The woman
hovered by his side. She was very good-
looking, about twenty-four years of age,
dressed in a green coloured gown, Paisley
shawl, and straw bonnet trimmed with red
velvet and red flowers. The man was
dressed in a black frock-coat, brown trou-
sers, and black hat. The boy, who hap-
pened to be his brother, was about fourteen
years old, dressed in a brown shooting-coat,
corduroy trousers, and black cap with peak.
The boy had an engaging countenance, with
sharp features and smart manner, The
officer observed the man touch the boy on
the shoulder and point him towards an old
lady. The boy placed himself on her
right side, and the man and woman kept
behind, The former put his left hand into
the pocket of the lady's gown and drew

nothing from it, then left her and went
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about two yards farther; there he placed

himself by yo’ﬁher two ladies, tried both

their pockets and left them again. He fol-

lowed another lady and succeeded in pick-
ing her pocket of a small sum of money and

a handkerchief. The officer tosk them all

to the polive station with the assistance of
another detective officer, when they were

committed for trial at Clerkenwell sessions.

The man was sentenced to ten years’ penal

servitude, the boy to two months’ hard

labour, and three months in a reformatory,

and the woman was sentenced to two years’

imprisonment, with hard labour, in the

House of Correction at Westminster.

Tt appeared, in the course of the evidence

at the trial, that this man had previously
been four years in penal servitude, and
since his return had decoyed his little
brother from a situation he held, for the
purpose of training him to pick pockets,

having induced him to rob his employer
before leaving service.

The scarf pin is generally taken from the
breast in this way. The thief generally
has a handkerchief in his hand, pretending
to wipe his nose, as he walks along the
street. He then places his right hand
across the breast of the person he intends
to rob, bringing his left hand stealthily
under his arm. This conceals his move-
ments from the eyes of the person. With
the latter hand he snatches out the pm
from the scarf. It is sometimes done with
the right hand, at other times with the
lefs, according to the position of the
person, and is generally done in the com-
pany of one or more. The person robbed
is rarely aware of the theft. Should he be
aware, or should any one passing by have
observed the movement, the pin got from
the scarf is suddenly passed into the hands
of the other parties, when all of them sud-
derly make off in different directions soon
to meet again in some neighbouring lo-
cality. _ _

At other times the thief drives the
person with a push, in the street, bringing
his hands to his breast as if he had stum-
bled against him, at the same time adroitly
laying hold of the pin. This is done in
such a way that the person is seldom
aware of the robbery until he afterwards
finds out the loss of the article.

The trousers pocket is seldom picked on
the public street, as this is an operation of
considerable difficulty and dapger. It 1s
not easy to sip the hand into the trousers
pocket without being felt by the person
attempted to be robbed. This is generally
done in crowds where people are squeezed

this way: They cut up the trousers with
a knife or other sharp instrument, lay open
the pocket, and adroitly rifle the money
from it ; or they insert the fingers or hand
into it in a push, often without being ob-
served, while the person’s attention is dis-
tracted, possibly by some of the accom-
plices or stalls. They often occasion a dis-
turbance in erowds, and create a quarrel
with people near them, or have sham fights
with each other, or set violently on the
person they intend to rob. Many rough
expedients are occasionally had recourse to,
to effect this object. . .
Sometimes the pocket is picked in a
crowd by means of laying hold of the party
by the middle as if they had jostled against
him, or by pressing on his back from be-
hind, while the fingers or hand are inserted
into the pocket of his trousers to snatch
any valuables, money or otherwise, con-
tained therein. .

This mode of stealing is sometimes done
by one person, at other times by the aid of
accomplices. It is most commonly done in
the manner now described.

By dint of long experience and natural
skill, some attain great perfection in this
difficult job, and accomplish their object
in the most clever and effective manner.
They are so nimble and accomplished that
they will accost a gentleman in the street,
and while speaking to him, and looking
him in the face, will quietly insert their
hand into his vest pocket and steal his
watch. _ .

In a crowd, the pin is sometimes stolen
with dexterity by a person from behind
inserting his hand over the shoulder.
Sometimes the watch is stolen by a sudden
spatch at the guard, when the thief runs
off with his booty. This is not so often
done in the thoroughfares, as it is attended
with great danger of arrest. It is oftener
done in quiet by-streets, or by-places,
where there are many adjacent courts and
alleys intersecting each other, through
which the thief has an opportunity of es-
caping. _

%‘hgse are the various modes by which
gentlemen’s pockets are generally Plcked.

A lady’s pocket is commonly picked b'y
persons walking by her side, who inserd
their hand gently into the pocket of her
gown. This is often effected by 1_va.1k1ng‘
alongside of the lady, or by stoppng hel.
in the street, asking the way to a_l)artlcu]a];
place, or inquiring if she is acquainted le:f
such and such a person. When the thie
is accomplished, he can abstract the purSfi_
from her pocket in a very shorb space O
time: but if he is not so adroit, he will

together, when they contrive to do it in
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detain her some time longer, asking further
questions till he has completed his object.

in company.

A lady generally carries her gold or silver
watch in a small pocket in front of her
dress, possibly under one of the large
flounces. It is often stolen from her by
one or two, or even three persons, one of
the thieves accosting her in the street in
the manner described. They seldom steal
the guard, but in most cases contrive to
break the ring or swivel by which it is
attached. Let us suppose that two pick-
pockets, 2 man and a woman, were to see a
lady with a watch in the public street;
they are possibly walking arm-in-arm ;
they make up to her, inquire the way to a
particular place, and stand in front of her.
Une of them would ask the way while the
other would meantime be busy picking her
pocket. If they succeed, they walk off
arm-in-arm as they came.

Sometimes two or three men will go up
to a lady and delibefately snatch a parcel
or reticule-bag from her hand or arm, and
run off’ with it.
At other times a very accomplished
pickpocket may pick ladies’ nockets with-
out any accomplices, or with none to cover
his movements,

Walking along Cheapside one day, to-
ward the afternoon, we observed a well-
dressed, good-looking man of about thirty
vears of age, having the appearance of a
swart man of business, standing by the
side of an elderly looking, respectably
dressed lady at a jeweller's window, The
lady appeared to belong to the country,
from her dress and manner, and was ab-
sorbed looking into the window at the gold
watches, gold chains, lockets, ping, and
other trinkets glittering within. Meantime
the gentleman also appeared to be en-
grossed looking at these articles beside her,
while crowds of people were passing to and
fro in the street, and the carts, cabs, ‘om-
nibuses, and other vehicles were rumblin
by, deadening the footsteps of the passers

his left hand drooping by his side in the
direction of the lady’s pocket. We ob-
served it glide softly in the direction of her
Pocket beneath the edge of her shawl with
all the fascination of a serpent’s movement.

sought their way to the pocket. From &he
Movement we observed that the fingers had
found the pocket, and were seeking their
way farther into the interior. The person
¥as about to plunge his hand to abstract

This is often done by a man and a woman !

London, in crowded thoroughfares, at rail-

g ?Tay siéa;:clloglsl, In omnibuses and steamboats,

. . ou em pursuing their b

by. Our eye accidentally caught sight of in the Strand, Fll)eet Strcéet, HOlbaésl;tr%ﬁ?
liament Street, and at Whitehall, over the

whole of the metropolis, and they are to

be seen on all public occasions looking out
for plunder. N

While the hand lay drooping, the fingers |in the morning, others do not rise till 11
or 12, |
or 12 o’clock—sometimes till dusk. Some
work in the evening, and not during the
day, while others are out during the day,
and do nothing in the evening. In times

|;]In_s wrist with the curve of our walking-
i stick and prevented the robbery. With
great address and tact he withdrew his
hand from the lady’s pocket, and his wrist
from our grasp, and walked quietly away.
Meantime a groap of people had gathered
round about us, and a gentleman asked if
we had observed a pocket picked. We
said nothing, but whispered to the lady
who stood at the window unaware of the
attempted felony, that we had prevented
her pocket being picked, and had Just
scared a thief with his hand in her pocket,
then walked over to the other side of the
street and passed on.
The more accomplished pickpockets are
very adroit in their movements. A young
lady may be standing by a window in
Cheapside, Fleet Street, Oxford Street. or
the Strand, admiring some beautiful en-
graving. Meantime a handsomely dressed
young man, with gold chain and moustache
also takes his station at the window beside
her, apparently admiring the same enoray-
ing. The young lady stands gazing on the
beautiful picture, with her countenance
glowing with sentiment, which may be en-
hanced by the sympathetic presence of the
nice looking young man by her side, and
while her bosom is thus throbbine with
romantic emotion, her purse, meanwhile
is being quietly transferred to the pocket’
of this elegantly attired young man, whom
she might find in the evening dressed as a
rough costermonger, mingling among the
low ruffians at the Seven Dials or White-
chapel, or possibly lounging in some low
beershop in the Borough.
There are various ranks of pickpockets
from the little ragged boy, stealing the
handkerchief from a gentleman’s coat
pocket, to the fashionable thief, prome-
nading around the Bank, or strolling, arm in
arm, with his gentlemanly looking com-
panion along Cheapside.
The swell-mob are to be seen all over

Some commence their work at 8 and 9

They are generally seen about 11

the contents, when we instinctively hooked
‘_-_'_-—-—_‘

of great public excitement, when crowds
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are assembled, such as at the late fire at

s were burnt down—they are in
I;:;Sizn from the lowest to the highest.

o5 in the winter. When the gentry and
nobility have retired fo their country-seats
in the provinces, crowds of strangers and
tourists are pouring into the metropolis
very day.

’ Tl{ey jtr)ften travel into the country to
attend races suc . _
Epsom, and others in the surrounding
towns. They go to the Crystal Palace,

where the cleveres

logical Gardens Regent’s Park, the theatres,

fashionable places of amusement—some-
times to the great crowds that lrlsually
assemble at Mr. Spurgeon’s new Taber-
nacle, . ]
They also occasionally make tours in
different parts of the United Kingdom and
to Paris, and along the railways In all
directions. _

The most accomplished pickpockets re-
side at Islington, Hoxton, Kingsland Road,

Lambeth, in quiet, respectable streets, and
occasionally cclllange their lodging if watched
the police. .
byTheypha,ve in most cases been thleve’s
from their cradle ; others, are tradesmen’s
sons and young men from the provinces,
who have gone into dissipated life and
adopted this infamous course. These fast

native-born, trained London pickpocket.
There are a few foreign pickpockets,

bullies about the Haymarket. There are-
also some German p{::]]lpockets, but the
foreigners are principally French. As 2
general rule, more of the latter are en-
gaged in swindling, than in picking pockets.
Some of the French are considered in
adroitness equal to the best of the English.
There are also a few Scotch, but the great
mass are Irish cockneys, which a penetrating
eye could trace by their look and manner.
Many of them have a restless look, as if
always in dread of being taken, and gene-
rally keep a sharpTook-out with the side of
their eye as they walk along.

They differ a good deal in appearance.

others in the lower class do not dress so

able people. Some of the female pick-

London Bridge, when those great ware- geen b a1 to oast of frequently stealing

from 20 to 50L. a-day in working on ladies’

They are generally as busy in summer time %)he S in stealing ladies’ purses, and are

less noticed lingering beside them on the
streets, by the shop-windows, and 1n places
of public resort.

peculiarity about the look of most of the

' t | male and female pickpockefis. Th_e. coun-
b as Asoot e e im: tenance of many of them is suspicious to

a penetrating eye. Many of them have
t of them may be fre- | considerable mental ability, and appear to
quently seen, also to Cremornse, the Zoo- | be highly intelligent. .

operas, ball-rooms, casinos, and other | rally average from ¢

St. Luke's, the Borough, Qamberwell, and | lif

men are sometimes useful as stalls, though | j
they rarely acquire the dexterity of the g

Trench and others. Some of them are;p

The Dbetter class dress very fashionably ; !

ockets also dress splendidly, and have

ockets., They are sometimes as adroit as

Yet, though well dressed, there is a

The most dexterous pickpockets gene-
wenty to thirty-five years
of age, when many of them become depressed
in spirit, and “ have the steel taken out of
them ” with the anxiety of the life and the
punishments inflicted on them in the
course of their criminal career. The rest-
lessness and suspense of their life have the
effect of dissipation upon a good many of
them, so that, though generally compara-
tively temperate in the use of intoxicating
liquors, they may be said to lead a fast

€.
Some of them take a keen bold look, full
into your countenance ; others have a
sneaking, suspicious, downcast appearance,
showing that all is not right within.
They dress in various styles ; sometimes
in the finest of superfine black cloth; at
other times in fashionable suits, like the
first gentlemen in the land, spangled with
iewellery. Some of them would pass for
entlemen—they are so polite In their
address. Others appear like a mo_ck—swe]l,
vulgar in their manner—which is trans-
arent through their fine dress, and are
debased in their conversation, which is ab
once observed when they begin to speak.
"The female pickpockets dress 1n fashion-
able attire; sometimes 1n black satin
dresses and jewellery. Some of them are
very lady-like, though they have sprung
originally from the lowest class. Your may
see very beautiful women among them,
though vulgar in their conversation. The
females are often superior in intellect to
the men, and more orderly in their habits.
They are seldom married, but cohabit Wlth‘
pickpockets, burglars, resetters, and oth?l
infamous characters. Thejr paramour S
frequently taken from _them, and they
readily go with another man 1n the same

' illicit manner. .

well. The more dexterous they are, they
generally dress in higher style, to get

among the more respectable and fashion-

They are passionately fond of their fancy
' man in most cases ; yet very capricious.—

'so much so that they mob unfreguently
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leave the man they cohabit-with for another
sweetheart, and afterwards go back to their
old lover again, who is so easy in his prin-
ciples that he often welcomes her, especially
if she is a good worker—that is, an expert
pickpocket.

The greater part of these women have
sprung from the class of Irish cockneys;
others have been domestic servants and
the daughters of labourers, low tradesmen,
and others. This gives us a key to man
of these house robberies, done with the
collusion of servants—a kind of felon
very common over the metropolis. These
are not the more respectable genteel class
of servants, but the humbler order, such

families. Many of them have come from
the country, or from labouring people’s
families over the working neighbourhoods
of the metropolis, They are soon taught
to steal by the men they cohabit with, but
seldom acquire the dexterity of the thief
who has been younger trained. They
seldom have the acuteness, tact, and dex-
terity of the latter.
They live very expensively on the best
of poultry, butcher-meat, pastry, and wines,
and some of them keep their pony and
trap; most of them are very improvident,
and spend their money foolishly on eating
and drinking—though few of them drink
to excess,—on dress, amusements, and
gambling.
They do mnot go out every day to steal,
but probably remain in the house till their

mence anew their system of robbery to
fill their purse.

must have money in either of these ways.

an abundance of cash.

from sixteen to forty-five,

themselves to their own class of robberies.

—_—

A

¥ | good situations ; some have been clerks;

y | milies, led away by bad companions, until

as nursery girls and females in tradesmen’s | Th

money’ is nearly spent, when they com- lap of the lady, and works with her hand
under it, 50 as to cover her movement,

The female pickpockets often live with | posite $o see that i
the burglars. They have their different gbstracting from a la%(;r’gli)eoésket the femal
professions which they pursue. When the | thief has often to cut through th < and
one 1s not successful in the one mode of | pocket, which she does with a pocket knif
plunder, they often get it in the other, or pair of scissors, or other sha Fnstrament,
the women will resort to shoplifting. They | So soon as she has secure
other i
The women do not resort to prostitution, | the OI]I?II?I%?I;:S S(ﬁf fﬁled ;er N Al
though they may be of easy virtue with |often in their hurry gi
those they fancy. Some of them live with | more than his fare which creates suspi
cracksmen in high style, and have generally | cion, and frequentl}’r leads to their d:ie;:

: tion. Experienced cond n 1 :
Female pickpockets are often the com- | of the I;a.ssengers onugzzlﬁ ci)f:ggn ons 1t

panions of skittlesharps, and pursue their | they have lost - C
mode of livelihood as in the case of coha~ the§ h:;z, ?;?le;nythmg, and if they find

iting with burglars. Their age averages | to apprehend them.

The generality of the pickpockets confine | into an omnibys from seeing the lady take

out h y -
Others betake themselves to card-sharping | she cgrl;lgu;soet P;il(],;{ap ;em some shop. If

and skittle-sharping, while a few of the more | street. sh 3
i 1 e cont
daring eventually become dexterous bur- | and do it thgﬁa .nves tog

In their leisure hours they fre u
] entl
call at certain beershops and pzblic-%oulsleg
kept possibly by some old ¢ pals ” or con-
nexions of the felon class, at King’s Cross
near Shoreditch Church, Whitechapel, the
e]:Jliezlpham;t anlgi Castle, and Westminster,
are to be seen dangli

Toeatire en dangling about these

Some of the swell-mobsmen hay

e b

well-educated men, and at one time hi?clil

others are connected with respectable fa-

they have become the dregs of soci
and after having been turngd out of tﬁgz"
own social circle, have become thieves,
€y are not generally so adroit as the
young trained thief, though they may be
useful to their gangs in acting as stalls,
Many of them are intelligent men, and
have a fund of general information which

enables them to act their part
well when in society, part tolerably

OxN1BUS PIcKPOCKEETS,

THE most of this class of thieves are well-
dressed women, and go out one or two
together, sometimes three. They generally
manage to get to the farthest seats in the
mterior of the omnibus, on opposite sides
of the vehicle, next to the horses, As the
lady passengers come in, they eye them
carefully, and one of them seats herself on
the right side of the lady they intend to
plunder. She generally manages to throw
the bottom of her cape or shawl over the

Her confederate is generally sitting op-
noticing. In

the dress and

Tp instrument.
d the purse, or

r.liest opportunity,
ving the conductor

asions if
give chase to the parties
It often happens the thief follows g lady

r pocket in the
o1nto an omnibus,
These robberies are com-

glars.

mitted in all parts of London. They gene-
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i .om where | any lady they suppose to be possessed of SHOPLIFTERS. into the shops of drapers and others earl SR
rally work af.h SERZ d;i?iﬁi jégfﬁr traced | a Sylrlm o¥mong)’, and try to pick her pocket Taere is a class of women who visit|In the morning, or at intervals during th)é SR 1 R -
the hve,;ntt&i f'rx:};e iby inserting their hand, or by cutting it the shops in various parts of the metro-| day, or evening, to look at the goods, and SR E
1f$le tected a5 | 1?] 1 O'it:e false pames and | with a knife or other sharp instrument, polis, sometimes two and at other times o_ften manage to abstract one or two ar- ot EE
1heydmvarfa. Vj{le‘?l taken into custody. l They generally insert the whole hand, as three together. They vary their dress ac- | ticles, and secrete them under their coats. LA
false addresses, ;who ick ladies’ pockets | the ladies’ pockets are frequently deep in cording to the locality they visit. Some- They frequently take a bundle of neckties, i
"I‘he‘same ngee etra%)e these felonies in  the dress. They often ha.ve' a large caps times you find them dressed very respect- | & Earcel of gloves, or anything that will e
in the str:ae ) I& rgften travel by railway, | to cover their hands, and pick the pocket ably, like the wives of people in good cir-| 80 in a small compass, and perhaps enter a v e
Ommbuse?h'anoccu ation—sometimes two | while speaking to the lady, or sitting by cumstances in life; at other times, they Jewe_llger’s shop, and in this way abstract a C ia I8
duapy %Sh y solrznetimes one along with | her side. The young pickpockets are gene- appear like servants. They often wear | quantity of jewellery. On going there, they i
women togethet, rally the most expert. large cloaks, or shawls, and are to be found | Will ask a sight of some arficles; the first I &

2, man. 4] entlemen’s pockets are| They seldom take the brooch from the of different ages, from 14 to 60. They|Will not suit them, and they will ask to BERREIE
'Sgnée'lmgzmﬂgmses by male pickpockets, | breast, but confine themselves to picking generally call into shops at busy times, | look at more. When the shopman is en- BT
Plﬁ ealsm teal from the lady passengers | pockets. when there are many persons . standing | gaged, they will abstract some gold rings T .
“he tlg ; (fa'md a suitable opportunity, After they take the purse, they generally around the counter, and will stand two or | or gold pins, or other property, sometimes IR
When'a.ll eyt dusk . run to some by-place and throw it away, three together. 'They ask a look of certain | @ Watch. Occasionally they will go so far as L "}" 1 -
especially au QUsK. so that it cannot be identified ; sometimes articles, and will possibly say, after they | to leave a deposit on the article, promising : ? N

RATwAY PICKPOCKETS. they put it into a watercloset, at other times have inspected them, that they do not to call again. They do this to prevent :
Tais is the same class of persons who pick | drop it down an area as they pass along.

suit them ; they will say they are too high | Suspicion. After they are gone, the shop-
in price, or not the article they want, or | man may find several valuables missing.

not the proper colour, They will likely Sometimes they will ring the changes.
ask to see some other goods, and keep On entering the shop they will bring
looking at the different articles until they | Patterns of rings and other articles in the
get a quantity on the counter. When the me(.iow, which they have got made as fac-
shopman is engaged getting some fresh | Similes from metal of an inferior quality.
goods from the window, or from the | Onlookingat the jewellery they will ring the
shelves, one of them generally contrives to | changes on the counter, and keep turning

After taking the purse, the thief hands

i 1 i i i they separate and
 They often visit the various | it to her companion, and they
faeislié;?egeations,yand are generally smartly | walk adwa.y, and meet at some place ap-
they linger there—some of them | pointed. ‘ _ .
%gii:idtﬁzhf){hers. Some of the females | They occasionally travel with the frains
' 2 are dressed like shopkeepers’ wives, others | to the COrystal Palace and other places in
1y like milliners, varying from nineteen to | the neighbourhood of London, and endea-
KB a forty years of ;.ge, mostly from nineteen to | vour to plunder the passengers on the

pockets on the public street as already
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twenty-five ; some of them attired in cot-
ton gowns, others in silks and satins.

Af the railway stations they are gene-
rally seen moving restlessly about from
one place to another, as if ‘they did not
intend to go by any particular railway
train. There is an unrest about the most
of them which to a discerning eye would
attract attention.

way. Frequently they take longer excur-
sions—especially during the summer—
journeying from town to town, and golng
to races and markets, agricultural shows,
or any places where there is a large con-
course of people. Unless they are detected -
at the time they pick the pocket, they
seldom leave any suspicion behind them,
as they take care to lodge 1n respectable
places, where no one would suspect them,

slip something under her cloak or shawl,
while the other manages to keep his atten-
tion abstracted. Sometimes they carry a
bag or a basket, and set it down on the
counter, and while the shopman is busy,
they will get some article and lay it down
behind their basket, such as a roll of
ribbons, or a half dozen of gloves, or other
small portable goods. While the shop-
man’s back is turned, or his attention

them over, and in so doing abstract the
genuine article and leave the counterfeit in
its place.

The statistics applicable to this class of
felonies are comprised under those given

when treating on *“ stealing from the doors
and windows of shops.”

A Vistr To THE DENS oF THIEVES 1N SPI-
TALFIELDS AXD ITS NEIGHBROURHOOD.
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They seldom take the train, but dangle
among? the throng around the ticket office,
i or on the platform beside the railway car-
B riages on the eve of the tram.sta,rtn_:l‘% ﬁf{';
: K the train arrives. V .
- :;e;ege:élagizn enga.ged in CDnVGI'S&tiOD,' They are generally well drESSed’ andﬁman()};
they go up to them and plant themselves | of them have an Inverness capeilo en of
) by their side, while the others cover their | a dark colour, and sometimes they lcl;amd}
movements. " There generally are two,|a coat on their arm to hide t!]en'f t]inn_{
sometimes three of them in a parby. They | There are commonly two or more of the .

lace themselves on the right hand side of !:ogether—-somet]mes women accorrxtl_pan% .
the ladies, next to their pocket, and work |ing them. They are the s.a,mr? pa,{ ies we
with the left hand. When the ladies move, | have already so fully described, xivl o €0 -
the thieves walk along with them. mit such felonies in the streets, thoroug

and have generally plenty of money.

A considerable number of the male
thieves also attend the railway stations,
and pick pockets in the railway trams.

withdrawn, it is hidden under their shawl | ONE afternoon, in company with a de- a
or cloak. We frequently find the skirt | tective officer, we visited Spitalfields, one !
of their dress lined from the pocket|of the most notorious rookeries for infa-
downward, forming a large repository all | mous characters in the metropolis. Leav-
around the dress, with an opening in front, | ing Whitechapel, we went up a Dnarrow
where they can insert a small article, which | alley called George Yard, where we saw
18 not observed in the ample crinoline. In | four brothels of a very low description, the
stealing rolls of silk, or other heavier goods, | inmates being common thieves. On ,pro-
they conceal them under their arm, Wo- ceeding a little farther along the alley we
men who engage in shoplifting sometimes | passed eight or nine lodging-houses. Most
pick pockets in the shops. They get by | of the lodgers were out prowling over the e
the side of a lady engaged looking over ar- | various districts of the metropolis, some SR i
ticles, and under pretence of inspecting | picking pockets, others area-sneaking.
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3 y ' y blic resort in the goods in the one hand, pick thei ok 0 - - ; .
Y female pickpockets generally carry | faves, a,ngi places o.f pu . ) and, pic eir pockets n entering into a public-house in

i a iil?izulzncl)n thgir rIi)ght arm so as to take | metropolis, and their movements are 1 a m’ol}r the other. ' another alley near Union Street, we came i
= off suspicion, and walk up to the persous | great measure the same. We find more of these people living in | to one of the most dangerous thieves’ dens |
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: : . inquire w 1 icki kets
b t the railway station, and inquire what | Number of felonies by picking pocke
%ime the tra.gn starts to such a place, £0 | in the Metropolitan dists. for 1860 1,455
: ‘ detain them in conversation, and to keep |  Ditto, ditto, in the City .. .. 230

1

the east end and on the Surrey side than | we have visited in the course of our
m the west end of the metropolis. A great | rambles. As we approached the door of
many live in the neighbourhood of Kings- | the house, we saw a dissipated looking man
land Road and Hackney Road. Some of stealthily whispering outside the door to
them cohabit with burglars, others with | the ruffan-looking landlord, who appeared ;
magsmen (skittle-sharps). to be a fighting man, from his large coarse P

We find ladies 1n respectable position | head and broken nose. The officer by our ' ’ é
occasionally charged with shoplifting. side hinted to us that the latter was a |
‘\Reipectably dressed men frequently go | fence, or receiver of stolen property, and

e
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them in their con?ﬂparjﬁyﬁ_ 1y look 1,878
lder female thieves genera )

: cogih:ng weary, the younger ones are more Value of p_roperi:,y thereby absti‘a_cted n

i restless and suspicious in their movements. | the Metropolitan districts £5,619

R They sometimes go into first and second |  Ditto, ditto, in the City .. 370

i class waiting-rooms and sit by the side of £6 104__._‘
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was probably speaking to his companion on
.some business of this nature. As we went
forward they sneaked away, the one through
a neighbouring archway, and the other
into his house. We followed the latter
into the public house, and found two or
" three bratal-looking men loafing about the
bar., We passed through a small yard
behind the house, where we found a num-
ber of fighting dogs chained to their kennels.
Some were close to our feet as we passed
along, and others, kept in an outhouse
beside them, could almost snap ab our face.
We went to another outhouse beyond,
where between thirty and forty persous
were assembled round a wooden enclosure
looking on, while some of their dogs were
killing rats. They consisted of burglars, pick-
pockets, and the associates of thieves, along
with one or two receivers of stolen property.
Many of them were coarse and brutal In
their appearance, and appeared to be in
their element, as they urged on their dogs
to destroy the rats, which were taken out
one after another from a small wooden box.
These men apparently ranged from twenty-
two to forty years of age. Many of them
had the rough stamp of the criminal in
their countenances, and when inflamed
with strong drink, would possibly be fit for
any deed of atrocious villainy. Some of
the dogs were strong and vigorcus, and
soon disposed of the rats as they ran
yound the wooden enclosure, surrounded
by this redoubtable band of ruffians, who
made the rafters ring with merriment when
the dog caught hold of his prey, or when
the rat turned desperate on its adversary.
During the brief space of time we were
present, a slim little half-starved dog killed
several rats. When the rat was first let
loose it was very nimble and vigorous in its

movements, and the little dog kept for a

time at a respectful distance, as the former
was ready to snap at it., Sometimes the
rat made as though it was to leap over the
wooden fence to get away from the dog,
but a dozen rough hands were ready to
thrust it back. After it had got nearly
exhausted with its ineffectual struggles to
get away, the little dog seized it by the
throat and worried it ; when another rat
was brought out to take its place, and
another dog introduced to this brutal sport.

This is one of the most dangerous thieves’
dens we have seen in London. Were any
unfortunate man to be inveigled into it in
the evening, or at midnight, when the des-
peradoes who haunt it are inflamed with
strong drink, he would be completely in
their power, even were he the bravest

with a revolver. Were he to fight his way
desperately through the large ferocious
gang in this outhouse, the fighting-dogs in
the yard might be let loose on him, and
were he to cleave his way through them, he
would have to pass through the public-
house frequented by similar low charac-
ters.

Leaving this alley, we proceeded to
Fashion Street, aud entered a skittle-
ground attached to a low beershop, where
we saw another gang of thieves, to the
number of about twelve. Some of them,
though in rough costermonger’s dress, or
in the dress of mechanics, are fashionable
pickpockets, along with thieves of a coarser
and lower description, who push against
people in crowds, and snatch away their
watches and property. One of them, a tall
athletic young man, was pointed out to us
as a very expert pickpocket. He was
dressed in a dark frock coat, dark trousers
and cap, and was busy hurling the skittle-
ball with great violence. On our standing
by for a little, he slouched his cap sulkily
over his eyes and continued at his game.
He had an intelligent countenance, but
with a callous, bronze-like forbidding ex-
pression. Some of his companions were
standing at the other end of the skiftle-
ground engaged in the sport, while the rest
of his “pals™ sat on a seat alongside and
looked on, occasionally eyeing us with con-
siderable curiosity. Some of them were very
expert thieves.

In passing through Church Lane we met
two young lads dressed like costermongers,
and a young woman by their side in a light
dirty cotton dress and black bonnet. They
were pointed out to us as those base crea-
tures who waylay, decoy, and plunder
drunken men at night. We proceeded to
Wentworth Street, and entered a large
lodging-house of a very motley class of
people, consisting of men working at tl:rle
docks, prostitutes, and area-sneaks. We
called at a house in George Street, princi-
pally occupied by females from eighteen to
thirty years of age, all prostitutes. In
Thrall Street we entered a lodging-house
where we saw about thirty persons of both
sexes, and of different ages, assemb}ed,
consisting chiefly of area-sneaks and pick-
pockets. Here we saw one prostitute, with
a remarkably beautiful child on her knee,
seated at her afternoon meal. In the tap-
room of a public-house in Church Street
we found a large party of thieves, consisi-
ing of burglars, pickpockets, and area:
sneaks, along with several resetters, one oI
them a Jew. On the walls of the room

soldier in the British service, and armed

were pictures of notorious pugilists, Tem
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Cribb and others. Several of them had
the appearance of pugilists, in their bloated
and bruised countenances, and most of
them had a rough aspect, which we found
to be a general characteristic of the White-
chapel thieves, as well as of most of the
thieves we saw in the Borough, and at
Lambeth. Two of the resetters, who ap-
peared to be callous, politic men, sneaked
off upon our seating ourselves beside them.
One of the band, as we found on similar
occasions, stood between us and the door
flourishing a large clasp knife. We sat for
some time over a glass of ale, and he slunk
off to & corner and resumed his seat, finding
his bullying attitude was of no avail. The
Jewish resetter was very social and com-
municative as he sat on the table, The
more daring of the band were also frank
and good-humoured.

Being desirous to gain a more intimate
acquaintance with the haunts of the London
thieves, we were brought into communica-
tion with Mr. Price, inspector of the lodg-
ing-houses of this district, who accom-
Eanied us on several visits over the neigh-

ourhood, one of the chief rookeries of
thieves in London.

Before setting out on our inspection he
gave us the following infornmition :—

About twenty years ago a number of
narrow streets, thickly populated with
thieves, prostitutes, and beggars, were re-
moved when New Commercial Street was
formed, leading from Shoreditch in the di-
rection of the London Docks, leaving a
wide space in the midst of a densely popu-
lated neighbourhood, which is favourable
to its sanatory condition, and might justly
be considered one of the lungs of the me-
tropolis. The rockery in Spitalfields we
purposed to visit is comprised within a
space_of about 400 square yards. It is
bounded by Church Street Whitechapel,
Bast Brick Lane, and West Commercial
Street, and contains 800 thieves, vagabonds,
beggars, and prostitutes, a large proportion
of whom may be traced to the old criminal
inhabitants of the now extinet Essex Street
and old Rose Lane.

For instance, a man and woman lived for
any years in George Yard, Whitechapel, a
narrow, dirty, and overcrowded street lead-
Ing from Whitechapel into Wentworth
Street. The man was usually seen among
crowds of thieves, gambling and asscciating
with them. As his family increased, in the
gourse of time he took a beershop and
logigmg-house for thieves in Thrall Street,
family consisted of three boys and three

in the morning, in the hearing of her own
children, in this manner; “Now, my little
dears, do the best you can, and may God
bless you !”

The following is a brief account of their
children :—

The eldest son married a girl whose
father died during his transportation. He
and his wife gained their living by thieving,
and were frequently in custody. At last
he connecled himself with burglars, was
tried, convicted, and sentenced to six years’
penal servitude. He is now at Gibraltar,
ten months of his sentence being unexpired.
His wife has been left with three young
children ; since:his transportation she has
been frequently in custody for robbing
drunken men, and has had an illegitimate
child since her husband left. Her eldest
daughter was taken from her about twelve
months ago by Mr. Ashcroft, secretary of
the Refuge Aid Nociety, and placed in a
refuge in Albert Street, Mile End New
Town, where the Society maintains her,
The girl is eleven years of age, and appeared
pleased that she was taken away from her
filthy abode and bad companions in George
Street. The second son has been repeatedly
in custody for utbering base coin, and was
at last convicted and transported for four
years, The eldest daughter married 2 man,
who also was transported, and is now a
returned convict. BShe was apprehended,
convicted, and sentenced to four years’
penal servitude. While in Newgate jail, she
was delivered of twins, and received a re-
prieve, and has since been in custody for
shoplifting.

We went with the inspector to Lower
Keat Street, and euntered a lodging-house
there. Most of the inmates were male
thieves, from twelve to nineteen years of
age and upwards. The husband of the
woman who keeps the house is a returned
convict, and has been in custody for re-
celving stolen property from her lodgers.
We entered anotker lodging-house in
this street, haunted by thieves of a lower
class. An old woman was here employed as
a deputy or servant, who formerly lived
in Kent-street in the Borough, and kept
a public-house there, a resort of thieves.
She lived with a man there for twenty years
and upwards, keeping a brothel, and was
then and is now an old fence. We found
a number of low thieves in the hcuse at
the time of our visit. The landlord has
been in custody for having stolen handker-
chiefs in his possession, with the marks
taken out.

girls, His wife usuaily addressed the
young thieves as they left her lodging-house :

Opposite to this house is a public-house
resorted to by thieves. '
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1We then went to Lower George Street,
where we entered a registered lodging-
house. Inthree rooms we saw about ninety
persons of both sexes and of various ages,
many of them thieves and vagrants. This
house is not used as a Brothel, but some of
the lodgers cohabit together as man and
wife, which is common in these low neigh-
bourhoods.

We went to a lodging-house in Flower-
and-Dean Street, the keeper of which has
been recently in prison for receiving from
his lodgers. We saw a number of wretched
mendicants here, One man had his leg
bound up with rags. Many of the inmates
gain their livelihood by begging, and others
by thieving. Few honest persons reside here.

We next went to a brothel in Wentworth
Street, kept by a woman, a notorious cha-
racter. She has been repeatedly in custody
for robbing drunken men, and her husband
is now in prison for felony. She is a strong
coarse-looking woman, with her counten-
ance bearing marked traces of unbridled
passion,—the type of person we would ex-
pect as the keeper of a low brothel. She
had been stabbed on the cheek a few days
previously by another woman, and bore
the scar of the fresh wound at the time of
our visit. The rooms of her house were
wretchedly furnished, suitable to the low
orgies transacted in this foul abode. One
or two withered prostitutes were lounging
about the kitchen.

We passed on to a lodging-house of a
very different description, occupied by
industrious honest working people, which
we shall describe afterwards when we treat
of an after-visit.

In this locality we visited the elderly
woman living in this neighbourhood whom
we have referred to as having blessed the
young thieves. She had a very plausible
condoling manner, as she sat with her two
daughters by her side—one a young auburn-
haired girl of about fourteen, with engaging
countenance and handsome form, plainly
but neatly dressed ; the other, an ordinary-
looking young woman, with a child in her
arms.

We made ancther visit to this rookery
with the inspector of police, and made a
more minute survey of this remarkable

district.

We went into a lodging-house in George |-

Yard. The kitchen was about 35 feet in
length, and had originally consisted of two
rooms, the partition between them being
removed. There was a fire-place in each ;
a group of people, men, lads, and boys were
ranged along the long tables, many of them
Tabourers at the docks.

The boys were better dressed than the
wild young Arabs of the city, some of them
in dark and brown coats and fartan and
black caps. They sat on the forms along
the sides of the tables, or lolled on seats
by the fire. ‘Theapartments were papered,
and ornamented with pictures. A picture
of the Great Eastern steamship set in a
frame was suspended over the mantelpiece;
one boy sat with his head bound up, and
another with his jacket off, and his white
shirt sleeves exposed. The inmates con-
sisted of beggars and dock-labourers seated
around the ample kitchen, some busy af
their different meals, and others engaged
In conversation, which was suspended on
our entrance. At the door we saw the de-
puty, a young man decently dressed. On
our former visit we saw an old man with
an ample unshorn beard, who works during
the day as a crossing-sweeper. He had
when young been engaged in seafaring life,
and has now become an admirable picture
of Fagin the Jew, as pictured by Charles
Dickens. The beds are let here at 34. a
night. The people who usually lodge here
are crossing-sweepers, bonepickers, and
shoeblacks, &ec.

We entered a house in Wentworth Street,
and passed through a chandler’s shop into
the kitchen, which is about 31 feet in length
and 15 in breadth, There we found, as is
usual in those lodging houses, a large fire
blazing in the grate. The room had a wooden
floor, and clothes were suspended on lines
beneath the rafters. There were two large
boilers on each side of the fire to supply
the lodgers with hot water for coffee or tea.
Tables were ranged around the wall on each
side, and a motley company were seated
around them. Numbers of them were busy
at supper—coffee, bread, fish, and potatoes.
An elderly man sat in the corner of the
room cobbling a pair of old shoes with a
candle nearly burned to the socket placed
before him. Groups of elderly women were
also clustered around the benches, some
plainly but decently dressed, others in dirty
tattered skirts and shabby shawls, with
careworn, melancholy countenances. Some
were middle-aged women, apparently the
wives of some of the labourers there. A
young man sat by their side, a respectable
amechanic out of work.

Two young lads, vagrants, sat squatted
by the fire, one of them equipped in dirty
tartan trowsers, a shabby black frock-coat
sadly torn, and brown bonnet. The other
gsat in his moleskin trowsers and-shirt. At
one of the fables several young women were
seated at their tea, some good-looking,

others very plain, with coarse feabures.

—
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An elderly woman, the servant of the esta-
blishment, stood by the fire with a towel
over her bare brown arm.

The tables around were covered with
plates, cups, and other crockery; caps,
jackets, and other articles of dress,

While in this street the musical band of
the ragged school at George Yard passed
by, with the teacher at their head, and
many of the scholars clustered around them,
with other juveniles and people of the dis-
trict. Knots of people were assembled in
the streets as we passed along.

We entered several other lodging-houses
in this locality, occupied by beggars, dock-
labourers, prostitutes, and thieves, ballad-
singers, and patterers of the lowest class.

We went into a house in George Street.
The kitchen was also very large, about 36
feet long and 24 feet broad, and had two
blazing fires to warm the apartment and
cook the food. Tables were ranged round
the room as in the other lodging-houses
alluded to. There were about twenty-two
people here, chiefly young of both sexes.
There was one middle-aged ba'd-headed
man among them. Many of them were sad
andmiserable. A young good-looking girl,
not apparently above seventeen years of
age, sat by the fire with a child in her arms.
Many of the young women had a lower-
ing countenance and dissipated look. Some
of the young lads had a more pleasing ap-
pearance, dressed as costermongers.

The long tables were strewed with plates
and bowls, cups and saucers. Some young
men sat by reading the newspapers, others
smoking their pipe and whiffing clouds of
smoke around them. Some young women
were sewing, others knitting ; some busy
at their supper, others lying asleep, crouch-
ing with their arms on the tables.

On going into another lodging-house we
saw a number of people of both sexes, and
of various ages, similar to those described.
There we saw a woman about thirty, also
engaged knitting, and another reading Rey-
nolds’ Miscellany. A number of young
lads of about seventeen years were smoking
their pipe ; another youth, a pickpocket,
was reading a volume he had got from a
neighbouring library. Most of the persons
here were prostitutes, pickpockets, and
speaks, There were about fifteen present,
chiefly young people.

On passing through Flower-and-Dean
Street we saw a group of young lads and
gils, all of them thieves, standing in the
middle of the street.

We passed into another lodging-house,
and entered the kitchen, which is about

fire was burning in the grate. On the one
side of the kitchen were tables and forms,
and the people seated around them at
supper on bread and herring, tea and coffee.
There were a number of middle-aged women
among them. On the other side of the
kitchen were stalls as in a coffee-shop. We
saw several rough-looking men here. There
was a rack on the wall covered with plates,
ranged carefullyin order. The tables were
Littered with heaps of bottles, jugs, books,
bﬁnnets, baskets, and shirts, like a broker’s
shop.

An .old gray-headed ‘man sat at one of
the tables with his hand on his temples, a
picture of extreme misery, his trowsers
old, greasy, and ragged, an old shabby
ragged coat, and a pair of old torn shoes.
His face was furrowed with age, care, and
sorrow ; his breast was bare, and his head
bald in front. He had a long gray beard.
His arms were thin and skinny, and the
dark blue veins looked through the back
of his hands. He was a poor vagrant, and
told us he was eighty-eight years of age.
There were about forty persons present of
both sexes, and of various ages; many of
them young, and others very old.

We passed on to Lower Keat Street, and
on going mto a low lodging-house there we
saw a number of young prostitutes, pick-
pockets, and sneaks.

We visited another lodging-house of the
lowest description, belonging to an infa-
mous man whom we have already referred
to. We were shown upstairs to a large room
filled with beds, by a coarse-featured hideous
old hag, with a dark moustache. Her hair
was gray, and her face seamed and scarred
with dark -passions, as she stood before us
with her protruding breasts and bloated
figure. Her eyes were dark and muddy.
She had two gold rings on one of her fingers,
and was dressed in a dirty light cotton
gown, sadly tattered, a red spotted soiled
handkerchief round her neck, and a dirty
light apron, almost black. On observing
us looking at her, she remarked, “J am an
old woman, and am not so young as I have
been. Instead of enjoying the fruit of my
hard-wrought life, some other person has
done it.”

On examining one of the beds in the
room, we found the bedding to consist of
two rugs, two sheets and a flock bed, with
a pillow and pillow case, let at 34. a night.
This house is registered for thirty lodgers.
Young and middle-aged women, the lowest
prostitutes, and thieves frequent this
house ; some with holes cut with disease
into their brow. D—bl—n B—Il is the pro-

30 feet long and 18 feet broad. A large

prietor of this iufamous abode. We saw
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him as we passed through the house: a
sinister-looking, middle-aged man, about
5 feet 7 inches in height. On leaving the
house, the old hag stood at the foot of the
stair, with a candle in her hand, a picture
of horrid misery.

In this locality we went into another
infamous lodging-house, a haunt of prosti-
tutes and thieves, mostly young. There
was a very interesting boy here, respect-
ably dressed, with a dark eye and well-
formed placid countenance, a pickpocket.
Ho told us his parents were dead, and he
had no friends and no home. He did not
show any desire to leave his disreputable
life. Several of them were seated ab their
supper on herrings, plaice, butter, bread,
and coffee.

We visited several of the more respect-
able lodging-houses in George Yard, to
have a more complete view of the dwellings
of the poor in this locality. We entered
one lodging-house, and passed into the
kitchen, 33 feet long by 18 feet broad.
There were tables and forms planted round
the room, as in the other lodging-houses
noticed, and on the walls were shelves for
crockery ware. There was a sink in the
corner of the kitchen for washing the
dishes, and a gasburner in the centre of
the apartment. The kitchen was well ven-
tilated at the windows. There was a large
fire burning, with a boiler on each side of
the fire-place. Over the mantelpiece was
a range of bright coffee and tea pots. Coats
were hung up on pegs against the wall, and
a fender before the fire. Decent-looking
men were seated around, some smoking,
some writing, others eating a plain, but
comfortable supper, others lounging on
the seat, exhausted with the labours of the
day. In out-houses were ample washingac-
commodation, and water-closets. Attached
to this lodging-house was a reading-room.
We went to the bed-rooms, and saw the
accommodation and furniture. There were
iron bedsteads with flock mattress and
bed ; on each bed were two .sheets, one
blanket, and a coverlet, a pillow-case, and
a pillow. The bed-rooms were ventilated
by a flue.

There is here accommodation for eighty-
nine persons at 34. a night, and there are on
an average sixty lodgers each night. The rec-
tor of Christ Church visits and supplies the
lodgers with tracts and religious services.
A register is kept of all the people who
lodge here. In this house Karls was ap-
prehended, concerned with another party
in the murder of Mrs. Halliday at Kings-
wood Rectory.

We visited another lodging-house in the

same neighbourhood, The kitchen wag
large, with spaeious windows in front.
There was a large fireplace, with boiler and
oven with a large hot plate. The lodgers
had a respectable appearance—some in
blue guernseys, and others in respectable
dark dresses. There was also a reading-
room here, with a dial over the mantel-
piece. Some of the men were reading, and
others engaged in writing. There was ac-
commodation for washing, water-closets,
and excellent beds. This house belongs to
the same proprietor as the one already

described. It is closed at 12 o’clock, while |

the others are kept open all night, and is
generally frequented by respectable lodgers.

We also inspected another lodging-house
in Thrall Street of a superior kind, where
beds are to be bad at 334. a night, There
are two superior lodging-houses of the
same character, kept by Mr. Wilmot and
Mr. Argent, in Thrall Street and Osborne
Place, at 31d. and 4d. a mght.

We thus find that alongside those low
lodging-houses and brothels, in the very
bosom of that low neighbourhood, there
are respectable lodging-houses of different
gradations in price and position, where
working-people and strangers can be ac-
commodated at 3d., 33d., and 4d. a night,
in which decency, cleanliness, and morality
prevail.

In the course of our visits to Spitalfields
we found two institutions of high value
and special interest—a ragged school and
a reformatory for young women. The
ragged school was instituted by the Rev.
Hugh Allen, the incumbent of St. Jude’s, In
1853. There are at present 350 ragged
children of both sexes attending it, aver-
aging from four to fifteen years of age. They
are taught by Mr. Holland, a most intelli-
gent and devoted teacher, who is exercising
a powerful influence for good in that dark
and criminal locality. oo

A female reformatory was lately insti-
tuted by the Rev. Mr. Thornton, the present
incumbent of St. Jude’s, who labours with
unwearied energy in this district, This
asylum is in Wentworth Street, andis
fitted to accommodate eighteen persons.

NARRATIVE oF A PICEPOCKET.

Tee following recital was given us by a
young man who had till lately been an
adroit pickpocket in various districts of
London, but has now become a patterer
for his livelihood. He is about the middle
height, of sallow complexion, with a rich
dark, penetrating eye, a moustache and

beard. He is a man of tolerably good
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educativn, and has a most intelligent mind,
well furnished with reading and general
information. At the time we met him, he
was rather melancholy and crushed «in
spirit, which he stated was the result of
reneated ‘imprisonments, and the anxiety
ard suspense connected with his wild erimi-
nal life, and the heavy trials he has under-
gone. The woman who cohabits with him
was then in one of the London prisons,
and he was residing in a low lodging-house
in the west end of the metropolis. While
eiving us several exciting passages in his
narrative, his countenance lightened up
with intense interest and adventurous ex-
ression, though his general mien was
calm,and collected. As we endeavoured
to ipspire him with hope in an honest
career, he mournfully shook his head as
he looked forward to the difficulties in his
path. He was then shabbily dressed in a
dark frock-conat, dark trousers, and cap.
We give his narrative almost verbatim :—

] was born in a little hamlet, five miles
from Shrewsbury, in the county of Shrop-
shire, in October 1830, and am now thirty-
one years of age. My father wasa Wesleyan
minister, and died in 1854, after being
subject to the yellow jaundice for five or six
years, during which time he was not able
to ofiiciate. My mother was a Yorkshire
woman, and her father kept a shoemaker’s
shop in the town of Full Sutton. I had
two brothers, one of them older and the
other younger than I, and a sister two years
younger. .

“I went to school to learn to write and
cipher, and had before this learned to read
at home with my father and mother. We
had a very happy home, and very strict in
the way of religion. I believe that my
father would on no account tolerate such a
thing as stopping out after nine o'clock at
night,” and have heard my mother often
say that all the time she was wedded to
him, she never had known him the worse
of lignor. My father had family worship
every night between 8 and 9 o’clock, when
the curtains were drawn over the windows,
the candle was lighted, and each of the
children was taught to kneel separately at
prayer. After reading the Bible and half
an hour’s conversation, each one retired to
their bed. In the morning my father would
get up and attend to a small pony he had,
and when 1 was very young we had a stout
girl who milked the cow and did the dairy
and household work, The house we lived
I was my grandfather’s property, but
being & man very fond of money, my
father paid him the rent as if he had been
a stranger.,

—

“ There were two acres of land attached
to the house, as nearly as I can recollect;
about half an acre was kept in cultivation
as a garden, and the other was tilled and
set apart for the pony and cow.

“ Qur people were much respected in the
neighbourhood. If there were any bicker-
ings among the neighbours, they came to
my father to settle them, and anything he
said they generally yielded to without a
murmur. In the winter time, when work
was slack among the poor labouring people,
though my father had little himself to give,
he got money from others to distribute
among those who were the most deserving,
Ilived very happy and comfortable at home,
but always compelled, though against
my own inclination, to go twice to service
on the Sunday, and twice during the week
(Tuesday and Friday). I always seemed
to have a rebellious nature against these
religious services, and they were a disagree-
able task to me, though my father took
more pains with me than with my brothers
and sister. I always rebelled against this
in my heart, though I did not display it
opeuly.

“1 was a favourite with my father, per-
haps more so than any of the others. For
example, if Wombwell’s menagerie would
come to Shrewsbury for a short time, he
would have taken me instead of my
brothers to visit it, and would there
speak of the wonders of God and of
his handiwork in the creation of animals.
Everything that he said and did was
tinged with religion, and religion of an
ascefic argumentative turn. It was a
kind of religion that seemed to banish
eternally other sects from happiness and
from heaven.

“My mind at this time was injured by the
narrow religious prejudices I saw around
me. We often had ministers to dinner and
supper at our house, -and always after their
meals the conversation would be sure to
turn into discussions on the different points
of doctrine. I can recollect as well now as
though it were yesterday the texts used on
the various sides of the question, and the
stress laid on different passages to uphold
their arguments. At this time I would be
sitting there greedily drinking in every
word, and as soon as they were gone I
would fly to the Bible and examine the
different texts of Scripture they had
brought forward, and it seemed to produce
& feeling in my mind that any religious opi-
nions could be plausibly supported by it.
The arguments on these occasions generally
hinged on two main points, predestination
and election. My father’s opinions were
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those of the Wesleyan creed, the salvation
of all through the blood of Christ.

¢These continual discussions seemed to
steel my heart completely against religion.
They caused me to be very disobedient and
unruly, and led to my falling cut with my
grandfather, who had a good deal of pro-
perty that was expected to come to our
family. Though [ was young, he bitterly
resented this. In 1839 he was accidentally
drowned, and it was found when his will
was opened that I was not mentioned in it.
The whole of his property was left to my
father, with the exception of four housss,
which he had an interest in till my brothers
and sister arrived at the age of twenty-one.
Again the property that was left to my
father for the whole of his life he had no
power to will away at his death, as it went
to a distant relative of my grandfathe:s.

“This was the first cause of my leaving
home. It seemed to rankle in my boyish
mind that I was a black sheep, something
different from my brothers and sister.

¢ After being several times spoken to by
my father about my quarrelsome disposition
with my brothers and sister, I threatened,
young as I was, to burn the house down
the first opportunity I got. This threat,
though not uttered in my father’s hearing,
came to his ear, and he gave me a severe
beating for if, the first time he ever cor-
rected me. This was in the summer of
1840, in the end of May. I determined to
leave home, and took nothing away but
what belonged to me. I had four sove-
reigns of pocket money, and the suib
of clothes 1 had on and a shirt, I
walked to Shrewsbury and took the coach
to London. When 1 got to London I had
neither friend nor acquaintance. 1 first
put up in a coffee-shop in the Mile End
Road, and lodged there for seven weeks, till
my money was nearly all spent.

“ During this time my clothes had been
getting shabby and dirty, having no one to
look after me. After being there for seven
weeks I went to a mean lodging-house at
Field Lane, Holborn. There 1 met with
characters I had never seen before, and
heard language that I had not formerly
heard. This was about July, 1840, and I
was about fen years of age the ensuing
October. I stopped there about three
weeks doing nothing. At the end of that
tiree 1 was completely destitute.

“ The landlady took pity on me as a poor
country boy who had been well brought up,
and kept me for some days lonuger after my
money was done. During these few days I
had very little to eat, except what was
given me by some of the lodgers when they

got their own meals, I often thoucht at
that time of my home in the country, and
of what my father and mother micht he
doing, as I had never written to them since
the day I had first left my home.

“I sometimes wuas almost tempted to
write to them and let them know the posi-
tion I was in, as I knew they would cladly
send me up money to return home, but my
stubborn spirit was not broke then. After
being totally destitute for two or three
days, I was turned out of doors, a little boy
in the great world of London, with no
friend to assist me, and perfectly ignoraut
of the ways and means of getting a living
in London, ,

“I was taken by several poor ragged boys |
to sleep in the dark arches of the Adelphi.
I often saw the boys follow the male pas-
sengers when the halfpenny boats came to |
the Adelphi stairs, 7.e., the part of the |
river aluost opposite to the Adelphi
Theatre. 1 could not at first make out the
meaning of this, but I svon found they
generally had one or two handkerchiefs
when the passengers left. At this time
there was a prison-van in the Adelphi
arches, without wheels, which was con-
structed different from the present prison-
van, as it had no boxes in the interior.
The boys used to take me with them into
the prison-van. There we used to meet a
man my companions called ¢ Larry.” I knew
him by no other name for the time. He
used to give almost what price he liked for
the handkerchiefs. If they refused to give
them at the price he named, he would
threaten them in several ways. He said
he would get the other boys to drive them
away, and not allow them to get any more
handkerchiefs there. If this did not in-
timidate them, he would threaten fo give
them in charge, so that at last they were
compelled to take whatever price he liked
to give them.

“T have seen handkerchiefs, I afterwards
found out to be of the value of four or five
shillings, sold him lumped together at 9d.
each.

“The boys, during this time, had been
very kind to me, sharing what they gob
with me, but always asking why I did not
try my hand, till at last I was ashamed
to live any longer upon the food they gave
me, without doing something for myself.
One of the boys attached himself to me
more than the others, whom we used to
call Joe Muckraw, who was afterwards
transported, and is now in a comfortabe
position in Australia.

¢ Joe said to me, that when the next boab
came in, if any man came out likely to

e ————
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carry a good handkerchief, he would let me
have a chance at it. I recollect when the
boat came in that evening : I think it was
the last one, about nine o’clock., I saw an
elderly gentleman step ashore, and a lady
with him. They had a little dog, with a
string attached to it, that they led along.
Before Joe said anything to me, he had
‘fanned’ the gentleman’s pocket, i.¢., had
felt the pocket and knew there was a hand-
kerchief.

“ He whispered to me, ‘Now Dick, have
a try,’ and I went to the old gentleman’s
side, trembling all the time, and Joe stand-
ing close to me in the dark, and went with
him up the steep hill of the Adelphi. He
had just passed an apple-stall there, Joe
still following us, encouraging me all the
time, while the old gentleman was en-
gaged with the little dog. 1 took out a
green ‘ kingsman,” (handkerchief) next in
value to a black silk handkerchief. (They
are used a good deal as neckerchiefs by
costermongers). The gentleman did not
perceive his loss. We immediately went
to the arches and entered the van where
Larry was, and Joe said to him ¢ There is
Dick’s firss trial, and you must give him a
“ray” for it,’ .. 1s. 6d. After a deal of
pressing, we got 1s. for it.

“ After that ! gained confidence, and in
the course of a few weeks I was considered
the cleverest of the little band, never
missing one boat coming in, and getting
one or two handkerchiefs on each occasion.
During the time we knew there were no
boats coming we used to waste our money
on sweets, and fruits, and went often in the
evenings to the Victoria Theatre, and
Bower Saloon, and other places. When we
came out at twelve, or half-past twelve at
night, we went to the arches again, and
slept in the prison-van. This was the life
I'led till January, 1841, '

“During that month several men came
to us. I did not know, although I after-
wards heard they were brought by ¢ Larry’
to watch me, ashehad been speaking of my
cleverness at the ‘tail,’ i.e., stealing from
the tails of gentlemen’s coats, and they
used o make me presents. It seemed they
were not satisfied altogether with me, for
they did not tell me what they wanted, nor
speak their mind to me. About the
middle of the month I was seized by a gen-
tlepla,r}, who caught me with his handker-
chief in my hand. I was taken to Bow
Street police-station, and got two months
in Westminster Bridewell.

“I came out in March, and when outside
the gate of Westminster Bridewell, there
was a cab waiting for me, and two of the

——

men standing by who had often made me
presents and spoken to me in the arches.
They asked me if I would go with them, and
took me into the cab. I was willing to go
anywhere to better myself, and went with
them to Flower-and-Dean Street, Brick
Lane, Whitechapel. They took me to their
own home. One of them had the first
floor of a house there, the other had the
second. Both were living with women, and
I found out shortly afterwards that these
men had lately had a boy, but he was
trausported about that time, though I did
not know this then. They gave me plenty
to eat, and one of the women, by name
¢ Emily,’” washed and cleansed me, and I got
new clothes to put on. For three days I
was not asked to do anything, but in the
meantime they had been talking to me of
going with them, and having no more to
do with the boys at the Adelphi, or with
the ‘tail’ but to work at picking ladies’
pockets, ]

“I thought it strange at first, but found
afterwards that it was more easy to work
on a woman’'s pocket than upon a man’s,
for this reason :—More persons work to-
gether, and the boy is well surrounded by
companions older than himself, and is
shielded from the eyes of the passers-by ;
and, besides, it pays better.

It was on a Saturday, in company with
three men, I set out on an excursion
from Flower-and-Dean Street along Cheap-
side. They were young men, from nine-
teen to twenty-five years of ace, dressed in
fashionable style. I was clothed in the
suit given me when I came out of prison,
a beaver-hat, alittle surtout-coat and trou-
sers, both of black cloth, and a black silk
necktie and collar, dressed as a gentleman’s
son. We went into a pastry-cook’s shop in
St. Paul’s Churchyard about half-past two
in the afternoon, and had pastry there, and
they were watching the ladies coming into
the shop, $ill at last they followed one out,
taking me with them.

“ As this was my first essay in having any-
thing to do in stealing from a woman, T
believe they were nervous themselves, but
they had well tutored me during the two
or three days I had been out of prison.
They had stood acainst me in the room
while Emily walked to and fro, and I had
practised on her pocket by taking out
sometimes a lady’s clasp purse, termed a
¢ portemonnaie,’ and other arwmicles out of
her pocket, and thus I was not quite igno-
rant of what was expected of me. One
walked in front of me, one on my right
band, and the other in the rear, and I had

the lady on my left hand. I immediately
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¢ fanned’ her (felt her pocket), as she
stopped to look in at a hosier’s window,
when I took her purse and gave it to one of
them, and we immediately went to a house
in Giltspur Street. We there examined
what was in the purse. I think there was
a sovereign, and about 17s., 1 cannot speak
positively how much. The purse was
thrown away, as is the general rule, and we
went down Newgate Street, into Cheapside,
and there we soon got four more purses
that afternoon, and went home by five
o'clock, Par. I recgllect how they praised

. me afterwards that night at home for my

cleverness.

¢ ] think we did not go out again till the
Tuesday, and that and the following day
we had 2 good pull. 1t amounted to about
191 each. They always take care to allow
the boy to see what is in the purse, and to
give him his proper share equal with the
others, because he is their sole support.
If they should lose him, they would be
unable to do anything till they got another.
Out of my share, which was about 197, I
bought a silver watch and a gold chain,
and about this time I also bought an over-
coat, and carried it on my left arm to cover
my movements.

« A few weeks after this we went to Sur-
rey Gardens, and I got two purses from
ladies. In one of them were some French
coins and a ring, that was afterwards ad-
vertised as either lost or stolen in the gar-
den. We did very well that visit, and were
thinking of going again, when 1 was caught
in Fleet Street, and they had no means of
getting me away, though they tried all they
could to secure my escape. They could
not do it without exposing themselves to
too much suspicion. I was sentenced to
three months’ imprisonment in Bridge
Street Bridewell, Blackfriars, termed by
the thieves the Old Horse.

«This was shortly before Christmas,
1840. - During my imprisonment I did not
live on the prison diet, but was kept on
good rations supplied to me through the
kindness of my comrades out of doors bri-
bing the turnkeys. I had tea of a morning,
bread and butter, and often cold meat.
Meat and all kinds of pastry was sent to
me from a cook-shop outside, and I was
allowed to sit up later than other prisoners.
During the time I was in prison for these
three months I learned to smoke, as cigars
were introduced to me.

“When I came out we often used to at-
tend the theatres, and I have often had as
many as six or seven ladies’ purses in the
rear of the boxes during the time they were
coming out. This was the time when the

pantomimes were in their full attraction.
1t is easier to pick a female’s pocket when
she has several children with her to attract
her attention than if she were there by
herself.

“We went oul once or twice a week,

sometimes stopt in a whole week, and sal- ;

lied out on Sunday. I often gof purses
coming down the steps at Spitalfields’
Church. T believe I have done so hun-
dreds of times. This church was near to
us, and easily got at. )

“We went to Madame Tussaud’s, Baker
Street, and were pretty lucky there. At
this time we hired horses and a trap to go
down to Epsom races, bub did not take any
of the women with us.

“1 was generally employed working in
the streets rather than at places of amuse-
ment, &c., and was in dread that my father
or some of my friends might conie and see
me at some of these.

“ When at the Epsom races, shortly after
the termination of the race for the Derby,
I was induced, much against my will, to
turn my hand upon two ladies as they were
stepping into a carriage, and was detected
by the ladies. There was immediately an
outery, but I was got away by two of my
comrades. The other threw himself in the
way, and kept them back; was taken up
on suspicion, committed for trial, and got
four months’ imprisonment.

“T kept with the other men, and we got
another man in his place. When his time
was expired they went down to meet him,
and he did not go out for some time after-
wards—for nearly a fortnight. After that
we went out, and had different degrees of
luck, and one of the men was seized with a
decline, and died at Brompton in the hos-
pital. Like the other stalls, he usually
went well-dressed, and had a good appear-
ance. His chief work was to guard me and
get me out of difficulty when I was detected,
as I was the support of the band.

% About this time, as nearly as I can re-
collect, when I was two months over thirfeen
years of age, I first kept a woman. We had
apartments, a front and back rooth of our
own. She was a tall, thin, genteel girl, about
fifteen years of age, and very good-looking.
I often illused her and beat her. She
bore it patiently till I carried it too far, and
at last she lefs me in the summer of 1844,
During the time she was with me—which
lasted for nine or ten months—I was very
fortunate, and was never without 201. or
307. in my pocket, while she had the same
in hers. 1was dressed in fashionablestyle,
and had a gold watch and gold guard. :

« Meantime I had been busy with these

S—
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men, as usual going to Cheapside, St. Paul’s
Churchyard, and Yleet Street. In the end
of the year 1844 I was taken up for an at-
‘tempt on a lady in St. Martin’s Lane, near
Ben Caunt’s. The conviction was brought
against me from the City, and 1 got six
months in Tothill-fields Prison.

“ This was my first real imprisonment of
any length. At first I was a month in
Tothill Fields, and afterwards three months
in the City Bridewell, Blackfriars, where I
had a good deal of indulgence, and did not
feel the imprisonment so much. The silent
system was strict, and being very wilful, 1
was often under punishment. It had such
an effect on me, that for the last six weeks
of my imprisonment I was in the infirmary.

- The men came down to meet me when my
punishment expired, and I again accom-
panied them to their house.

“During the time I had been in prison
they had got another boy, but they said
they would willingly -turn him away or give
him to some other men ; but I, being self-
willed, said they might keep him. I had
another reason for parting with them.
When I went to prison I had property
worth a good deal of money. On coming
out I found they had sold it, and they never
gave me value for it. They pretended it
was laid out in my defence, which I knew
was only a pretext.

“Before I was imprisoned my girl had
parted from me, which was the beginning
of my misfortunes. '

“I would not go to work with them
afterwards. I had a little money, and at a
public-house I met with two men living
down Gravel Lane, Ratcliffe Highway. 1
went down there, and commenced working
with two of them on ladies’ pockets, but in
a different part of the town. We went to
Whitechapel and the Commercial Road ;
but had not worked six weeks with them
before I was taken up again, and was tried
at Old Arbour Square, and got three
months’ imprisonment at Coldbath Fields,
If I thought Tothill Fields was bad, Ifound
the other worse.

“When I got out I had no one to meet
me, and thought I would work by myself.
1t was about this time I commenced to
steal gentlemen’s watches.

“The first I took was from the fob of a
countryman in Smithfield on a market day.
It was a silver watch, which we called a
‘Frying Pan.’ It had not a guard, but an
old chain and seals, It fetched me about
18s. 1 took off one of the seals which was
gold, which brought me as much as the
watch, if not more. I sold it to a man I

was acquainted with in Field Lane, where

——

I first lodged, after leaving the coffee-shop
when I first came to London, and whera
the landlady gave me several nights’lodging

gratuitously. I repaid her the small sum !

due her for her former kindness to me.

“I lodged there, and shortly after co-
habited with another female. She was a
big stout woman, ten years older than I;
well-made, but coarse-featured. I did not
live with her long—only three or four
months. Iwasthen only fifteen years of age.
During that time I always worked by my-

self. Sometimes she would go out with

me, but she was no help to me. I looked
out for crowds at fairs, at fires, and on any
occasion where there was a gathering of
people, as at this time I generally confined
myself to watches and pins from men.

“I was not so lucky then, and barely
kept myself in vespectability. My woman
was very extravagant, and swallowed up all
I could make. I lived with her about
four months, when I was taken up in Ex-
mouth Street, Clerkenwell, and got four
months’ imprisonment in Coldbath Fields
Prison.

“When my sentence was expired she
came to meet me at the gate of the prison,
and we remained together only two days,
when I heard reports that she had been
unfaithful to me, I never charged her with
it, but ran away from her.

“When I left her I went to live in Charles.
Street, Drury Lane. I stopped there work-
ing by myself for five or six months, and
got acquainted with a young woman who
has ever since been devoted to me. She
is now thirty-three years of age, but looks
a good deal older than she is, and is about
the middle height. We took a room and
furnished it. I soon got acquainted with
some of the swell-mob at the Seven Dials,
and went working along with three of them
upon the ladies’ pursesagain. At this time
I was a great deal luckier with them than
I had been since I had left Tothill-fields
Prison. I worked with them till April 1847,
visiting the chief places of public resort,
such as the Surrey Gardens, Regent’s Park,
Zoological Gardens, Madame Tussand’s, the
Colosseum, and other places. Other two
comrades and I were arrested at the Colos-
seum for picking a lady’s pocket. We were
taken to Albany Street station-house, and
the next day committed for trial at the
sessions. I had twelve months’ imprison-
ment for this offence, and the other two
got four years’ penal servitude, on account
of previous convictions. I had only sum-
mary convictions, which were not produced
at the trial,

¢ At this time summary convictions were
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not brought against a prisoner committed
for trial.

«“We were frequently watched by the
police and detectives, who followed our
track, and were often in the same places
of amusement with us, We knew them as
well as they knew us, and often eluded them.
Their following us has often been the means
of our doing nothing on many of these oc-
casions, as we knew their eye was upon us.

«T came out of prison three or four days
before the gathering of the Chartists on
Kennington Common. My female friend
met me as I came out. ]

1 went o this gathering on 10th April,
1848, along with other three men. I took
several ladies’ purses there, amounting to
3. or 4l., when we saw a gentleman place a
pocketbook in the tail of his coat. Though
I had done nothing at the tail for a long
time, it was too great a temptation, and 1
immediately seized it. There was a bundle
of bank-notes in it—?7 ten-pound notes, 2
for twenty pounds, and 5 five-pound notes.
We got from the fence or receiver 47. 10s.
for each of the 5I., 81. 10s. for the tens, and
181. for the 20I. notes. .

«“The same afternoon I took a pursein
Trafalgar Square with about eighteen sove-
reigns in it. I kept walking in company
with the same men till the commencement

of 1849, when I was taken ill and laid up
with theumatism. I lost the use of my
legs in a great measure, and could not walk,
and paid away my money to physicians.
Before I got better, such articles as we had
were disposed of, though my girl helped
me as well as she could.
“In the early part of 1849, when I was
not able to go out and do anything, Sally,
who cohabited with me, went out along
with another girl and commenced stealing
in omnibuses. She was we]l~dressegi, and
had a respectable appearance. I did not
learn her to pick pockets, and was averse
to it at first, as I did not wish to bring her
into danger. I think she was trained by
my pals. She was very clever, and sup-
ported me till I was able to go out agam.
T had to walk with a crutch for some time,
but gradually got better and stronger.
Some time after that I got intoa row at the
Seven Dials, and was sent for a month to
Westminster prison for an assault.
« When I came out I was sorry to find
that Sally was taken up and committed for
trial for an omnibus robbery, and had got
six months’ imprisohment at Westminster.
This was in 1850, I succeeded very well
during the time she was in prison in pick-
ing ladies’ pockets during the time of the

« When she came out, I had nearly 2001,
by me. I did not go out for some time,
and soon made the money fly, for I was
then a cribbage player, and would stake as-
much as 2[. or 3. on a game.

«“Tn the end of the year 1851 I was
pressed for the first time to have a hand

men. I was led through their represen-
tations to believe they were gxperienced
burglars, but found afterwards, if they were
experienced they were not very clever.
Though they got & plan, they blundered in
the execution of it in getting into the
lace, and went into the wrong room, so
that they had to get thro’ another wall,
which caused us to be so late that it was
gray in the morning before we got away;
and we did not find so much as we ex-
ected. .

« At the back of the premises we cut
our way into the passage, and, according
to the directions given to us in the plan
that had been drawn, we had to goup to
the second floor, and enter-a door there.
We found nothing in the room we had
entered but neckties and collars, which
would not have paid us for bringing them
away. We then had to work our way
through a back wall, before we got into
the apartment where the silks were stored.
They cut through the brick wall very
cleverly. We had all taken rum to steady
our nerve before we went to the work.
«VWe had gone up the wrong staircase,
which was the cause of our having to cut
through the wall. There was only one man
that slept in the house, and he was na
room on the basement. We at last, a,.fter
much labour and delay, got into the right
room, pressed the bolt back, and found we
could get away by the other staircase. We
got silks, handkerchiefs, and other drapery
goods, and had about 18l. each after dis-
posing of them—which was about two-
thirds of their value. We had a cab t0
carry away the things for us to the ¢ fence
who received them.

“We went to another burglary ab Is-
lington, and made an entrance into the
house, but were disturbed, and ran away
over several walls and gardens. )

“We attempted a third burglary in the
City. As usual we had a plan of it through
a man that had been at work there, Who
put it up for us. This was a shop 10 which
there were a great many Geneva watches.
We gbt in at this time by the back window,
and went upstairs. We were told that the
master wenb away ab 11 o’clock. On this
ocoasion he had remained later than usual,

Great Exhibition at Hyde Park.

Jooking over his business books. On see-

at a crack in the City along with other {wo |
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with us. Assistance came immediately.
Pwo policemen ran up to the house. In
the scramble with the man in the house,
we tried to make for the door. The police
could not get in, as the door was bolted.
We were determined to make a rush out.
T undid the chain and drew back the bolt.
I got away, and had fled along two or three
streets, when I was stunned by a man who
carried a closed umbrella, Hearing the cr
of ¢ Stop thief!” he drew out the umbrella,
and I fell as I was running. I was there-
upon taken back by one of the police, and
found both of the others in custody. We
were committed for trial next day, and sent
to Newgate in the meantime for detention.

“ My former convictions were not brought
against me. My two companions had been
previously at Newgate, and were sentenced
the one to ten years’and the otherto seven
years’ penal servitude, while I got eighteen
months’ imprisonment in Holloway prison.
| was the younger of the party, and had no
convictions. I never engaged in a burglary
after this. At this time 1 was twenty-two
or twenty-three years of age.

“I came out of prison 1 1853, and was
unnerved for some time, though my health
was good. This was the effect of the soli-
tary confinement.

“When I came out, I wrote home for
the first time since I had been in London,
and received a letter back, stating that my
father was dead after an illness of several
years, and that I was to come home, adding
that if I required money, they would send
it me. Besides, there were several things
they were to give me, .according to my
father’'s wishes.

“I went home, and had thoughts of
stopping there. My mother was not in
such good position as I expected, the pro-
perty left by my grandfather having gone
to a distant relative at my father’s death.
She was and is still in receipt of a weekly
sum from the old Wesleyan fund for the
benefit of the widows of ministers.

“I went home in the end of 1853, and
had the full intention of stopping there,
though I promised to Sally to be back in a
few weeks. I soon got tired of country
life, though my relations were very kind to
e, and after remaining seven weeks at
home, came back to London again about the
Commencement of 1854, and commenced
working by myself at stealing watches and
breast-pins. I did not work at ladies’
pockets, unless I had comrades beside
me. I went and mingled in the crowds
by myself,

“In the end of 1854 I got another six

ing us, he made an outery and struggled  months’ imprisonment at Hicks’s Hall

police court, and was sent to Coldbath-
Fields, and was told that if I ever came
again before the criminal authorities, I
would be transported.

“I came out in 1855, and have done very
little since ; acting occasionally as a stall
to Sally in omnibuses, and generally carry-
ing a portmanteau or something with me,
I would generally sit in the omnibus on

y | the opposite side to her, and endeavour to

keep the lady, as well as I could, engaged in
conversation, while she sat on her right
hand. She got twelve months for this in
1855, and during the time she was in West-
minster prison I first commenced patter-
ing in the streets. I did not again engage
in thieving till the time of the illumination

this occasion I took a purse from a lady,
containing nine sovereigns and some silver;
and was living on this money when Sally
was discharged at the expiry of her sen-
tence.

“ When she came out, I told her what I
had been doing, and found she was much
altered, and seemed to have a great dis-
inclination to go out any more. She did
not go for some time. 1 made a sufficient
livelihood by pattering in the streets for
nearly two years, when I got wet several
times, and was laid up with illness again.
She then became acquainted with a woman
who used to go on a different game, termed
shoplifting. While the one kept the shop-
man engaged, the other would purloin a
piece of silk, or other goods. At this time
she took to drink. I found out after this
she often got things, and sold them, before
she came home, on purpose to get drink.
News came t0 me one day that she had
been taken up and ‘committed for trial
at Marylebone police court. I paid the
counsel to plead her case, and she was ac-
quitted.

“J then told her if she was not satisfied
with what I was doing as patterer, that I
would commence my former employment.
So I did for some time during last year, $ill
I had three separate remands at the House
of Detention, Clerkenwell. The policeman
got the stolen property, but was so much
engrossed taking me, he had lost sight of
the prosecutor, who was never found, and

I got acquitted.

“On this occasion I told Sally I would

never engage in stealing again, and I have

kept my word. I know if I had been tried

at this time, and found guilty, I should have

been transported.

“I have since then got my living by

—

pattering in the streets. I earn my 2s., or

v 2

for the peace in 1856. In Hyde Park on -
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9s. 64. in an hour, or an hour and a half in
the evening, and can make a shift.

«For six or seven years, when engaged
in picking pockets, I earned a good deal of
money. Our house expenses many weeks
would average from 4l. to 5/, living on the
best fare, and besides, we went to theatres,
and places of amusement, occasionally to
the Cider Cellars, and the Coal Hole.

¢ The London pickpockets are acquainted
generally with each other, and help their
comrades in difficulty. They frequently
meet with many of the burglars. A great
number of the women of pickpockets and
burglars are shoplifters, as they require to
support themselves when their men are in
prison.

«“ A woman would be considered useless
o a man if she could not get him the use
of counsel, and keep him for a few days
after he comes out, which she does by
shoplifting, and picking pockets in omni-
buses, the latter being termed ¢ Maltooling.’

« T have associated a good deal with the
pickpockets over London, in different dis-
tricts, You cannot easily calculate their
weekly income, as it isso precarious, perhaps
one day getting 201, or 30L, and another
day being totally unsuccessful. They are
in general very superstitious, and if any-
thing cross them, they will do nothing. If
they see a person they have formerly
robbed, they expect bad luck, and will not
attempt anything.

«They are very generous in helping each
other when they get into difficulty, or
trouble, but have no societies, as they
could not be kept up. Many of them may
be in prison five or six months of the year;
some may get a long penal servitude, or
transportation ; or they may have the steel
taken out of them, and give up this restless,
criminal mode of life. '

“They do mot generally find stealing
gentlemen’s watches so profitable as picking
Tadies’ pockets, for this reason, that the
purse can be thrown away, some of the
coins changed, and they may set to work
again immediately ; whereas, when they
take a watch, they must go immediately to
the fence with it : it is not safe to keep it
on their person. A good silver watch will

_now bring little more than 25s., or 30s.,

even if the watch has cost 6. A good gold
watch will not fetch above 4I. I have
worked for two or three hours, and have
oot, perhaps, six different purses during
that time, the purses I threw away, so
that the robbery may not be traced.
Suppose you take a watch, and you place
it in your pocket, while you have also your
own watch, if you happen to be detected,
you are taken and searched, and there being
a second watch found on you, the evidenceis
complete against you.

«The trousers-pockets are seldom picked,
except in a crowd. It is almost impossible
to do this on any other occasion, such as
when walking in the street. A prostitute
may occasionally do i, pattering with her
fingers about a man’s person when he is off
his guard.

«7 believe a large number of the thieves
of London come from the provinces, and
from the large towns, such as Leeds, Bir-
mingham, Sheffield, Manchester, and Liver-
pool; from Birmingham especially, more

than any other town in England. There

are no foreigners pickpockets in London so
far as I know. The cleverest of the native
London thieves, in general, are the lrish
cockneys.

«T never learned any business or trade,
and never did a hard day’s work in my life,
and have to take to pattering for a live-
lihood. When men in my position take to
an honest employment, they are sometimes
pointed out by some of the police as
having been formerly convicted thieves,
and ave often dismissed from service, and
driven back into criminal courses.

«1 am a sceptic in my religious opinions,
which was a stumbling-block in the way of
several missionaries, and other philanthro-
pic men assisting me. 1 have read Paine,
and Volney, and Holyoake, those infidel
writers, and have also read the works of
Bulwer, Dickens, and numbers of others.
It gives a zest to us in our criminal life,
that we do not know how long we may
be at liberty to enjoy ourselves. This
strengthens the attachment between pick-
pockets and their women, who, I believe,
have a stronger liking to each other, m
many cases, than married people.”

U ——
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HORSE AND DOG STEALERS.

Horse-stealing.—These robberies are nob
so extensive as they used to be in the me-
tropolitan districts. They are.generally con-
fined to the rural districts, where horses are
turned out to graze on marshes and in pas-
ture-fields. Horses are stolen by a low un-
principled class of men, who travel the coun-
try dealing in them, who are termed “ horse
coupers,” and sometimes by the wander-
ing gipsies and tinkers. They journey from
place to place, and observe where there is
a good horse or pony, and loiter about the
neighbourhood till they get an opportunity
to steal it. This is generally done in the
night time, and in most cases by one man,
After removing it from the park, they
take it away by some by-road, or keep
it shut up in a stable or outhouse till the
“hue and cry” about the robbery has
settled down. They then trim it up, and
alter the appearance as much as possible,
and take it to some market at a distance,
and sell it—sometimes at an under price.
This is their general mode of operation.
Sometimes they proceed to London, and
dispose of it at Smithfield market. The
party that steals it, does not generally take
it to the market, but leaves it in a quiet
stable at some house by the way, till he
meets with a low horse-dealer. The thief is

‘often connected with horse-dealers, but may

not himself be one.

Some Londoners are in the habit of steal-
ing horses. These often frequent the Old
Kent-road, and are dressed as grooms or
stablemen. They are of various ages,
varying from twenty to sizxty years. The
persor who sells the horses gets part of the
booty from the horse-stealer.

The mode of stealing by gipsies is some-
what similar. They pitch their tents on
some waste ground by the roadside, or on
the skirt of a wood, and frequently steal a
horse when they get an opportunity. One
will take it away who has been keeping un-
observed within the tent, and the rest will
remain encamped in the locality as if
nothing had happened. They may remove
it to a considerable distance, and get it
into the covert of a wood, such as Epping
Forest, or some secluded spot, and take
the first opportunity to sell it.

Another class of persons travel about
the country, dealing in small wares as
Cheap Johns, who occasionally steal horses,
or give information to abandoned charac-
ters who steal them.

These robberies of horses are generally
committed in rural districts, and are sel-
dom done in the metropolis, as horses are
in general looked after, or locked up in
stables. They are occasionally stolen in
the markets in and around the metropolis,
such as Smithfield and the new market at
Islington.

Sometimes horses in carts, and cabs, and
other vehicles are removed by thieves in
the streets of the metropolis ; but this is
only done for a short time until they have
rifled the goods. So soon as they have
secured them, they leave the horse and
vehicle, which come into the hands of the
police, and are restored to the owner.

The horses stolen are generally light and
nimble, such as those used in phaetons
and light conveyances, and not for heavy
carts or drays.

These robberies are detected in various
ways. For example, sometimes a valuable
horse is offered for sale at a reduced price
in some market, which excites suspicion.
At other times the appearance of the person
selling the horse is not consistent with
the possession of such an animal. On some
occasions these robberies are detected by
the police from descriptions forwarded
from station to station, and are stopped on
the highway.

Horse-stealers generally take the horses
through backroads, and never pass through
tollbars, if they can avoid it, as they could
be traced. The keeper of the toll might
give information to the police, and give a
clue to the way they had gone.

London thieves have been known to go
considerable distances -into the country to
steal horses—after having learned thab
horses could easily be taken away. These
robberies are generally committed in the
spring and summer, when horses are turned
out to grass.

Number of cases of horse-stealing in the
metropolitan districts for 1860 .. 23
Ditto ditto in the City.. .. .. O

23

Value of property thereby abstracted in
the metropolitan districts .. £649

Dog-stealing.—These robberies are gene-
rally committed by dog-fanciers and others
who confine their attention to this class of
felonies. They are persons of a low class.
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dressed variously, and are frequently fol-
iowed by women. They steal fancy dogs
ladies are fond of—spaniels, poodles, and
terriers, sporting -dogs, such as setters and
retrievers, and also Newfoundland dogs.
These rohberies are generally committed by
men of various ages, but seldom by boys.
Their mode of operation is this :—In prowl-
ing over the metropolis, when they see a
handsome dog with a lady or gentleman they
follow it and see where the person resides.
So soon as they have ascertained this they
loiter about the house for days with a piece
of liver prepared by a certain process, and
soaked in some ingredient which dogs are
uncommonly fond of. They are so partial
to it they will follow the stranger some
distance in preference to following their
master. The thieves generally carry smail
pieces of this to entice the dog away with
them, when they seize hold of it in a con-
venient place, and put it into a bag they
carry with them.

Another method of decoying dogs is by
having a bitch in heat. When any va-
luable dog follows it is picked up and taken
home, when they wait for the reward
offered by the owner to return if, generally
from 1L to 5I. The loss of the dog may be
advertized in the Times or other news-
papers, or by handbills circulated over the
district, when some confederate of the
thief will negociate with the owner for the
restoration of the dog. Information is
sent if he will give a certain sum of money,
such as 1L, 2., or 5l. the dog will be re-
stored, if not it will be killed. This is
done to excite sympathy.

Some dogs have been known to be stolen
three or four times, and taken back to their
owner by rewards. Sometimes when they

steal dogs they fancy, they keep them and
do not return them to the owner.

There is a class termed dog-receivers, or
dog-fanciers, who undertake %o return
stolen dogs for a consideration. These
parties are connected with the thieves, and
are what is termed ‘“in the ring,” that is,
in the ring of thieves. Dogs are frequently
restored by agencies of this description.
These parties receive dogs and let the
owners have them back for a certain sum of
money, while they receive part of the price
shared with the thief.

Dog-stealing is very prevalent, particu-
larly in the West-end of the metropolis,and
is rather a profitable class of felony. These
thieves reside at the Seven Dials, in the
neighbourhood of Belgravia, Chelses,
Knightsbridge, and low neighbourhoods,
some of them men of mature years.

They frequently pick up dogs in the
street when their owners are not near.
But their general mode is to loiter about
the houses and entice them away in the
manner described. Someétimes they be-
long to the felon class, sometimes not.
They are often connected with bird-fanciers,
keepers of fighting-dogs, and persons who
get up rat matches.

Some of those stolen are sent to Ger-
many, where English dogs are sold at a
high price. i

Number of cases of dog-stealing in the
metropolitan districts for 1860 .. 15
Ditto ditto in the City .- 1
16

Value of property thereby abstracted in
the metropolitan districts .. £134

HIGHWAY

Tur highway robbers of the present day
are a very different set from the bold reck-
less brigands who infested the metropolis
and the highways in its vicinity in former
times. There was a bold dash in the old
highwaymen, the Dick Turpins and Claud
Du Vals of that day, not to be found in the
thieves of our time, whether they lived
in the rookeries of St. Gilec’s, Westminster,
and the Borough, nestling securely amid
dingy lanes and alleys, densely-clustered to-
gether, where it was unsafe for even & con-
stable to enter; or whether they roamed
at large on Blackheath and Hounslow Heath,

ROBBERS.

or on Wimbledon Common, and Finchley
Common, accosting the passing traveller
pistol in hand, with the stern command,
¢ Stand and deliver.’ .
The highwaymen of our day are either
the sneaking thieves we have described,
who adroitly slip their bands into your
pockets, or low coarse ruffians who follow
in the wake of prostitufes, or garotte
drunken men in the midnight street, oF
strike them down by brutal violence with a
life-preserver or bludgeon. .
These felonies are generally committed in

secluded spots and by-streets, or in the

— )
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suburbs of the metropolis. Many robberies
are committed on the highway by snatch-
ing with violence from the person. These
are generally done in the dusk, ‘and rarely
during the day. When committed early
in the evening, they are done in secluded
places, intersected with lanes and alleys,
where the thieves have a good opportunity
to escape, such as in the Borough, Spital-
fields, Shorediteh, Whitechapel, Drury-lane,
West-minster, and similar localities. These
are often done by one person, at other
times by two or more in company, and
generally by young men from nineteen years
and upwards. The mode of effecting it is
this. They seea person respectably dressed
walking along the street, with a silver or
gold chain, who appears to be off his guard.
One of them as he passes by makes asnatch
at it, and runs down one of the alleys or
along one of the by-streets,

Sometimes the thief breaks the chain with
a violent wrench. At other times the swivel,
or ring of the watch may give way; or 2
piece of the guard breaks off. The thief
occasionally fails to get the watch. In these
cases he can seldom be identified, because
the party may not have had his eye on
him, and may lose his presence of mind ;
and the thief may have vanished swiftly
out of his sight.

Should the person to whom the watch
belongs run after him, his companions
often try to intercept him, and with this
view throw themselves in his way. The
thief is seldom caught at the time, unless
he is pursued by some person passing by,
who has seen him commit the robbery, or
-who may have heard the cry, * Stop thief.”

These felonies are committed by men
living in low neighbourhoods, who are
generally known thieves; and are in most
cases done during some disturbance in the
street, or in a crowd, or upon a person the
worse of liquor.

In September, 1859, Thomas Dalton, alias
Thomas Davis, a stout-made man of about
thirty years of age, and 5 ft. 6 inches high,
in company with another man, went to the
regatte ab Putney, near London, when
Dalton snatched the watech of Mr. Friar,
formerly the ballet-master at Vaushall-
gardens, Br. Friar, being aware of the
robbery, suddenly seized hold of both the
men, when they wrestled with him. The
other man got away, but he retained his
hold of Dalton. On a policeman coming
up Dalton dropped the watch. He was
committed to the Surrey Sessions, tried on
15th September, 1859, and sentenced to
ten years’ penal servitude.

Dalton was one of five prisoners tried ab

the Central Criminal Court in December,
1847, for the murder of Mr. Bellchambers,
at Westminster, having beaten in his brains
with an iron bar in Tothill-street, West-
minster during the night. Dalton was
then acquitted. Sales, one of the parties
charged, was found guilty and hanged ab
Newgate.

They were seen in the company of the
deceased in a public-house in Orchard-
street, Westminster on the night of the
murder, and had followed him out and
robbed him of his money, watch, and seals.
Dalton had been several times in custody,
for being concerned with other persons in
plate robberies; sneaking down into areas
and opening the doors by means of skele-
ton keys, and carrying off the plate. One
of the thieves went, dressed as a bufcher,
with an ox’s tail, pretending the lady of the
house had ordered it. While the servant
went upstairs he put the plate into a
basket he carried with him, and carried ib
away. :

On the 23rd of March, 1850, he was in
custody with other three notorious house-
breakers for attempting to steal plate in
Woburn-square by skeleton keys along with
other four thieves, when he was found
guilty and got three months’ imprisonment.
One of them opened an area gate about 10
o’clock in the morning, camrying a green-
baize cloth containing three French rolls.
Finding the servant in the kitchen, clean-
ing the plate, he told her he had brought
the French rolls from the baker. The
servant, who was an intelligent shrewd
person, refused to go upstairs to her mis-
tress. Meantime two detective officers,
who had been on the look-out, arrested the
four thieves and prevented the robbery.

On the 6th February, 1854, he was tried
at Westminster, for snatching a watch from
a gentleman in Parliament-street, while
her Majesty was proceeding to open the
Houses of Parliament. The gentleman
feeling the snatch at his watch laid hold of
Dalton, when he threw it down an area in
front of the Treasury buildings.

As we have already said, Dalton was
afterwards sentenced to transportation.

Another remarkable case of highway
robbery took place several years ago by a
man of the name of George DMorris. He
was above five feet nine inches high, stout
made, with dark whiskers, and of gentle-
manly appearance. He snatched a watch
from a man near the Surrey Theatre. Im-
mediately on seizing hold of the watch he
ran round St. George’s Circus into the
Waterloo-road, with the cry of stop thief

ringing in his ears. In running down
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Waterloo-road he threw himself down in-
tentionally into a heap of dirtin the street,
when several people who were chasing him,
and also a policeman, stumbled over him,
He then got up as they lay on the ground
and run down a turning called Webber-
row, down Spiller’s-court, and got over a
closet, then mounted the roof of some low
cottages, and jumped off this into the
garden at the other side belonging to lofty
houses there under repair. Finding a
crowd of people and the police close at his
heels in the garden below, and being ex-
ceedingly nimble, he ran up the ladder like
lichtning, to the roof of the house. As
the policemen were about to follow him he
took hold of the ladder and threw it back,
preventing all further chase. He disap-
peared from the top of this house and got
to the roof of the Magdalen Institution,
and would have made his escape but for
the prompt exertions of the police. Some
of them ran into a builder’s yard and got
several ladders and climbed up at different
parts of the building and pursued him on
the roof of the house—between the chapel
and the governor’s house. He stood at
bay, and threatened to kill the first police-
man who approached him, and kept them
at defiance for half-an-hour.

Meantime several other policemen had
mounted the back part of the chapel by
means of a ladder, unperceived by Morris,
while the others were keeping him in con-
versation. On seeing them approach he
found all hope of escape was vain, and sur-
rendered himself into the hands of the
officers.  He was tried at the Central Cri-
minsl Court, and sentenced to fransporta-
tion for ten years.

Not long before he had assaulted a
woman in the Westminster-road. There
was a cry for the police, and he ran down
Duke-street, Westminster-road. On turn-
ing the corner of the street he popped into
a doorway. This was in the dusk of the
evening. His pursuers ran past, thinking
he had gone into one of the adjoining
streets. As soon as they had passed by he
was seen to come out and coolly walk back,
as if nothing had occurred. A meighbour
who had seen this gave him into the cus-
tody of the police about half-an-hour
afterwards, and he was fined 40s. for .as-
saulting the woman,

About this time a woman complained to
g policeman at the Surrey Theatre that a
tall, gentlemanly man had picked her
pocket. The constable told her he had
seen a well-known thief go into a neigh-
bouring coffee-shop dressed in black. He
took the woman over, and she immediately

said that was not the man. Fhe was not
able to identify him, as he had turned his
coat inside out. The coat he had on was
black in the inside, and white on the ex-
terior, and could be put on upon either
side. He had in the meantime changed

the coat, and the woman was thereby un--

able to recognize him, This enabled him
on this occasion to escape the ends of
justice.

Highway robberies are also effected by
garotting.  These are done in similar
localities at dusk, frequently in foggy nights
at certain seasons of the year, and seldom
in the summer time. They are generally
done in the by-streets, and in the winter
time. A ruffian walks up and throws his
arm round the neck of a person who has
a watch, or whom he has noticed carrying
money on his person. One man holds him
tightly by the neck, and generally attacks
from behind, or from the- side. The ga-
rotter tries to geb his arm under his chin,
and presses it back, while with the other
hand he holds his neck firmly behind. He
does it so violently the man is almost
strangled, and is unable to cry out. He
holds him in this position perhaps for a
minute or two, while his companions, one
or more, rifle his pockets of his watch and
money. ’

Should the person struggle and resist he
is pressed so severely by the neck that he
may be driven insensible. When the rob-
bery is effected they run off. In general
they seize a man when off his guard, and it
may be some time before he recovers his
presence of mind., These are generally a
different class of men from the persons
who snatch the watch-chain. They have
more of the bull-dog about them, and are
generally strong men, and brutal in dispo-
sition. ~Many of them are inveteraie
thieves, returned convicts, ruffians bar-
dened in crime. Their average age is from
twenty-five and upwards, and they reside
in low infamous neighbourhoods. Most of
these depredations are committed in the
East-end of the metropolis, such as White-
chapel and its neighbourhood, or the dark
slums in the Borough.

A remarkable case of garotting occurred
in the metropolis in July, 1856, Two men
went to a jeweller's shop in Mark Lane
during the day, when the screet was
thronged with people. One of them was
stout-made, about five feet six inches high,
of dark complexion, and about forty-five
years of age. The other, named James
Hunter, alias Connell, was about five feet
ten inches high, of robust frame, with dark
whiskers, dressed in the first of fashion

i
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One of the thieves kept watch outside
while the other siipped in and laid’ hold,
in the absence of the jeweller, of a lot of
valuable jewellery. The shopman, who
happened to be in the back parlour, ran
into the shop and seized him, On seeing
this his companion came in from the street
to assist him, knocked the shopman down
and gave him a severe wound on the head,
when both hastily made their escape. One
of them was taken when he had got a
small distance off with some of the jew-
ellery on his person, such as watches, rings,
brooches, &ec., but the other gol away.
This robbery was daringly done in the very
middle of the day, near to the Corn Ex-
change, while in the heat of business. One
of the robbers was taken and tried at the
Central Criminal Court in July, 1856, and
sentenced to ten years’ transportation, hav-
ing been previously convicted for felony.

From information received by the police,
James Hunter alias Clifford alias Connell,
the other person concerned in this rob-
bery, was taken afterwards. A good-looking
young applewoman swore distinctly he
‘was one of those parties. 1n running away
he had thrown down her stand of apples,
and also threw her down when she for a
short time had seized hold of him.

He was tried at the Central Criminal
Court in August 1856, the following
sessions, when- the prisoner’s counsel
proved an alibi by calling his convicted con-
federate as a witness. His two sisters also
swore he was in their house at Lambeth
Walk ou the day the robbery occurred,and
had dinner and tea with his mother, who
was an honest and respectable woman.

Other robberies are perpetrated by brutal
violence with a life-preserver or bludgeon. 1t
is usually done by one or more brutal men
following a woman. The men are gene-
rally from thirty to forty years of age—
some older—carrying a life-preserver or

"bludgeon. This 1s termed “swinging the

stick,” or the “bludgeon business.” The
woman walks forward, or loiters about,
followed by the men, who are hanging in
the rear. She walks as if she was a com-
mon prostitute, and is often about twenty-
six or thirty years of age. She picks up a
man in the street, possibly the worse of
liquor ; she enters into conversation, and
decoys him to some quiet, secluded place,
and miay there allow him to take liberties
with her person, but not to have carnal
connection. Meantime she rebs him of his
watch, money, or other property, and ab
once makes off.

In some instances she is pursued by the
person, who may have discovered his loss;

when he is met by one of the men, who
runs up, stops him, and inquires the direc-
tion to some part of London, or to some
street, or will ask what he has been doing
with his wife, and threaten to punish him
for indecent conduct to her. During this
delay the woman may get clear away. In
somes cases a quarrel arises, and the vie-
tim is not only plyndered of his money,
but severely injured by a life-preserver or
bludgeon.

Cases of this kind occasionally oceur in
the East-end and the suburbs of London.
These women and men are generally old
thieves, and, when convicted, are often
sentenced to transportation, being in most
cases well known to the police. )

Sometimes these robberies are commit-
ted by men without the connivauce of
women, as in a case which occurred in
Drury Lane in August last, when a man
was decoyed by several men from sym-
puthy to accompany a drunken man fo
% dpublic-house, and was violently rob-

ed,

In the month of July 1855 a woman
stopt a man in the London-road, South-
wark, one evening about twelve o’clock at
night, and stole his watch. The party
immediately detected the robbery, and laid
hold of her. Upon this two men came up
to her rescue, struck him in the face, and
cut his cheek. They then gave him an-
other severe blow on the head, and knocked
him down senseless, while calling out for
the police.

A policeman came up at this juncture,
and laid hold of Taylor, one of the men,
and took him into custody with a life-
preserver in his hand. Taylor was tried on
90th August, 1855, at the Central Criminal
Court, and was sentenced to fourteen years’
pezal servitude.

Highway robberies by the pistol are
seldom committed, though occasionally
such instances do occur. These are seldom
committed by professional thieves, as they
generally manage to effect their object by
picking pockets, and in the modes we have
just described. '

The old rookeries of thieves are no longer
enveloped in mystery as formerly. They
are now visited by our police inspectors
and constables, and kept under strict sur-
veillance. Our daily press brings the de-
tails of our modern highway-men and other
thieves clearly to the light of day ; and
their deeds are no longer exaggerated by tic-
titious embellishments and exaggerations.
Our railways and telegraphs, -postal com-
munications and cwrrency arrangements,

have put an end to mounted highwaymen.
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such as Dick Turpin and Tom King. Were
such to appear now, they would furnish &
rare piece of sport to our bold and adroit
detectives, and would speedily be arrested.

Number of felonies by highway robbery in
the metropolitan districts for 1860 21
Ditto ditto in the City .. .. .. 1

22
Value of property thereby abstracted in

the metropolitan districts .. £98 0
Ditto ditto in the City .. .. 2 10

£100 10

A RAMBLE AMONG TEE TaIEVES' DENS IN | P

THE BOROUGH.

Leavive the police-office at Stones-ends
along with a detective-officer, we went
one afterncon to Gunn Street, a narrow
by-street off the Borough Road, inhabited
by costermongers, burglars, and pick-
pockets. .

Here one of the most daring gangs of
burglars and pickpockets in London met
our eye, most of them in the dress of cos-
termongers. A professional pickpocket, a
well-attired young man, was seated on a
costermonger’s barrow. He was clothed in
a black cloth coat, vest, and trousers, and
shining silk hat, and was smoking a pipe,
with two or three “pals” by his side. It
was then about seven o’clock, P M., and as
clear as mid-day. About forty young men,
ranging from seventeen to thirty-five years
of age, were engaged around a game of
«“ pitch and toss,” while others were loung-
ing idle in the street. '

We went forward through the crowd,
and stood for some time alongside. At
first they may have fancied we were come
to, arrest one or more of them, and were
evidently prepared to give us a warm re-
ception. On seeing us standing by smiling,
they recovered their good-humour, and
most of them continued to cluster toge-
ther, but numbers sneaked off to their
houses out of sight.

Here we saw a tall, robust man, with a
dissipated and ruffian look, smoking a long
pipe, who had been an actomplice in an
~ atrocious midnight murder.

He had narrowly escaped the gallows by
turning Queen’s evidence on his com-
panions. He is a determined burglar.
We could observe from the brutal, reso-
lute, bull-dog look of the man that he was

fit for any deed of heartless villany when
inflamed with strong drink.

Three burglars stood in the middle of
the crowd, who soon after left it and
entered a beershop in the street. One of
them was dressed like a respectable me-
chanic. He was rather beneath the middle
height, stout-made, with his nose injured
and flattened, possibly done in some broil,
Another was more brutal in appearance,
and more degraded. The third burglar
was not so resolute in character, and ap-
peared to be an associate of the band.

Ten of the persons present had been
previously convicted of robberies, The
greater part, if not the whole of them, were
thieves, or associates of thieves. :

e next directed our way to the Mint, a
well-known harbour of low characters,
assing knots of thieves at the corners of
the different streets as we proceeded along,
Some were sneaks, and others pickpockets,
In the neighbourhood of the Mint we found
a number of children gamboling in the
streets. One in particular arrested our
attention, an interesting little girl of about
five years of age, with a sallow complexion,
but most engaging countenance, radiant
with innocence and hope. Other sweet
little girls were playing by her side, possibly
the children of some of the abandoned
men and women of the locality. How sad
to think of these young innocents exposed
to the contamination of bad companion-
ships around them, and to the pernicious
influence of the bad example of their
parents !

We went into Evans’s lodging-house,
noted as a haunt for thieves. Passing
through a group of young ‘women who
stood at the doorway, we went downstairs
to an apartment below and saw about a
dozen of young lads and girls seated around
a table at a game of cards. One of these
youths was a notorious pickpocket, though
young in years, and had twice escaped out
of Horsemonger Lane gaol. We were in-
formed there was not a fourth of the per-
sons present who usually frequent the
house. After the first panic was over the
young people resumed their game, some
looking slyly at us, as if not altogether sure
of our object. Others were lying extended
on the benches along the side of the room.
As we were looking on this curious scené
the women in the flat above had followed
us down and were peering from the stau-
case into the apartment to try and learn
the object of our visit. As we left the
house we took a glance over our shoulder
and saw them standing at the door, follow-

ing our movements.

e e

We bent our steps to Kent Street and
entered a beershops there. There were a
pumber of thieves and “smashers” (utter-
ers of base coin) hovering round the bar.
The ¢smashers” were ordinary-looking
men and women of the lower orders. We
saw a party of thieves in the adjoining tap-
room, and seated ourselves for a short time
among them. One of them was a dexte-
rous swell-mobsman, who has been several
times convicted and imprisoned. A dark-

complexioned little man, about twenty-one
years of age, an utterer of base.coin, was
lounging in the seat beside ug. The swell-
mobsman was evidently the leading man
among them. He was a good-looking fair-
haired youth, about twenty years of age,
smart and decided in his movements, and
with a good appearance, very unlike a cri-
minal. He occasionally dresses in bigh
style, in a superfine black suit, with white
hat and crape, and occasionally drives out
in fashionable vehicles.

We also visited Market Street, a narrow
by-street off the Borough Road, 2 well-
known rookery of prostitutes. A great num-
‘ber of simple, thoughtless young girls, from
various parts of London and the country,
leave their homes and settle down here and
live on prostitution. Here we saw an or-
ganist performing in the street, surrounded
by a dense crowd of young prostitutes,
middle-aged women, and children of the
lower class. Two young womlen, one With
her face painted, and the other a slender
girl about seventeen, with an old crownless
straw bonnet on her head, and with the
crown of it in one hand, and a stick in the
other, were dancing in wild frolic to the
strains of the organ, amid the merriment of
the surrounding crowd, and to the evident
amazement of the poor minstrel, while
other rough-looking young dames were
skipping gaily along the street.

In a brothel in this street an atrocious
crime was perpetrated a few days ago by
George Philips, a young miscreant, termed
the Jew-boy, who resided there. A sailor,
recently returned from India, happened to
enter this foul den. The inmates consisted
of the Jew-boy’s sister, a common prosti-
tute, who cohabited with Richard Pitts, a
well-known burglar, recently sentenced to
transportation for ten years, another pros-
titute named Irish Julia, and this young
villain, the Jew. After remaining for some
time the sailor told them he was to leave
their company. On hearing this, Philips’s
sister told her brother to stab him to the
heart. He instantly took out a knife from
his pocket, opened it, and stabbed the
sailor beneath the collar-bone. After com-

mitting this atrocious ecrime he coolly
wiped the knife on the cuff of his guernsey,
at the same time stating, if the sailor had
not got enough he would give him the other
end of the knife. Thesailor fell, apparently
mortally wounded, and was removed to St.
Thomas’s Hospital.

His sister, on seeing what her brother
had done by her order, desperately seized
a bottle of laudarum in the room, and
drank off part of the contents, and still lies
in a precarious state.

In this portion of Market Street we
understand every house, from basement
to attic, is occupied by prostitutes and
thieves.

We entered an adjoining public-house,
where three of these young women followed
us to the bar, anxious to know the object
of our visiting the district, They called
for a pint of stout, which they drank off
heartily, and stood loitering beside us to
hear our conversation, so that they might
have something to gossip about to their
companions. The girl who frolicked in the
street with the old bonnet was one of them,
and had now laid this aside. She was fair-
haired, and good-looking, but was very
foolish and immodest in her movements.
One of her companions was taller and more
robust, but her conduct showed she was de-
based in her character, and lost to all sense
of propriety. The other girl was tall and
dark-eyed, and more quiet and calculating
in her manner as she stood, in a light cotton
dress, silently leaning against the door-post.

One evening in September, about eight
o'clock, we took another ramble over the
criminal district of the Borough.

As we went along Kent Street the lamps
were lit, and the shops in the adjoining
streets were illuminated with their flaring
gas lights. On passing St. George’s church
we saw a crowd collected around a drunken
middle-aged Irishwoman. It was one of
those motley scenes one often meets in
the streets of London. Young people and
middle-aged, old women and children were
clustered together, some well-dressed,
others in mechanics’ dress, begrimed with
dust and sweat, and others hanging in rags
and tatters. They were collected around
this woman, who stood on the pavement,
while the mass were gathered in the street,
many of them looking on ansiously with
eyes and mouth open, others grinning with
delight, and some with sinister countenance,
while she gesticulated wildly, yet in good
humour, in a strong Irish accent, amid the
applause of the auditory.

We could not hear the subject of her ora-

tion. On our coming up to her and re-
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maining for a short time, curious to know
the nature of the comedy, the woman went
away, followed by part of the crowd, when
she appeared to take her station agam in
the midst of them, We had no time to
lose, and passed on.

On our vroceeding farther into Kent
Street, a good-looking girl, evidently be-
longing to the lower orders, stood in a
doorway, with beaming smile, and beckoned
us to enter. She had accosted us in like
manner in the light of oper day on our
previous visit fo Kent Street, while another
young woman, of her own age and size, ap-
parently her sister, stood by her side. As
on the former occasion we did not trust
ourselves to these syren sisters, but again
passed on, notwithstanding urgent solicita-
tions to enter. '

Farther along the street we saw a small
group of men and beys—thieves and ut-
terers of base coin. A young woman of
about twenty-five years of age stood among
them, who was a common prostitute and
expert thief, although we could scarcely
have known this from her heavy, stupid-
looking countenance, which was bloated
and dissipated. One of the group was a
burglar. He was under the middle size,
pockpitted, and had a callous, daring look
about him, We had time to study the
lines of his face. They soon divined our
purpose, and skulked off in different direc-
tions, as we found the generality of such
persons to do in the course of our visits.
The men were of different ages, varying
from seventeen to thirty, dressed similar
to costermongers.

We bent our way to St. George's New
Town, a by-street off Kent Street. On
turning the corner from Kent Street, lead-
ing into St. George’s New Town, we saw a
cluster of men and women, varying in age
from seventeen to forty, also dressed like
those just described. Most of them were
convicted thieves.

We then came back to Mint Street, lead-
ing out of High Street in the Borough to
Southwark Bridge Road, which, as we have
said, is very low and disreputable.

Leaving Mint Street and its dark, dis-
reputable neighbourhood, we directed our
way to Norfolk Street, a very narrow street,
leading into Union Street in the Borough.
This locality is much infested with pick-
pockets and also with *dragsmen,” 7, e.
those persons who steal goods or Juggage
from carts and coaches. At one corner of
this street we saw no less than seven or
eight persons clustered together, several of
them convicted thieves. They were dressed
similar to those in the low neighbourhoods
already described. '

We then went into Little Surrey Street,
Borough Road, where we entered a beer-
shop. Here we found four men, from twenty-
five to thirty-ive years of age—expert
burglars. One of them appeared to be a me-
chanic. He told us he was an engraver. This
was the same burglar, with his nose flat-
tened, we had seen on the previous occasion
referred to. He was an intelligent, deter-
mined man, and acted as the head of the
gang. The other two were the companions
we had seen with him in Gunn Street.
All of them were rather under the middle
size. 'Théy were now betier dressed than
formerly, and apparently on the eve of
setting out to commit some felony. They
appeared trimmed up in working order.
A prostitute, connected with them, with
her eye blackened, stood by the bar. She
was also well-attired, and ready to accom-
pany them. Burglars of this class often
have a woman to go before them, to carry
their housebreaking tools, to the house they
intend to enter, as they might be arrested
on the way with the tools in their own
possession. The woman was tolerably good-
looking, and on setting out, was possibly
getting primed with gin. The engraver
has been convicted several times for pick-
ing pockets as well as for burglary. The
other two are convicted burglars. There
was a man of about forty years of age
seated beside them in the beershop, whom
we learned was in a decline. The burglars
are often liberal in supporting the invalids
connected with them, and the latter lend a
subordinate hand occasionally in their
nefarious work, such as in assisting to dis-
pose of the stolen property. One of their
old “pals” died lately, and the burglars in
his neighbourhood raised a subscription be-
tween them to defray his funeral expenses.

We proceeded to Market Street, Borough
Road, where we had on the former occasion
observed the scene of merriment with the
organist and the young girls. DBut the
street had now a very different appearance.
Instead of the locality ringing with the
light-hearted merriment and buffoonery of
the young girls and groups of children, the
dark pall of night was stretched over it.
At every door as we passed we saw afemale
standing on the outlook™ for persons to
enter their dens of prostitution and crime.
They solicited us in whispers to enter, or
tapped us gently on the shoulder, or seized
us by the skirts of the coat. Some of them
were young and good-looking, while others
were old and bloated. We looked into
several of the houses as we went along,
and saw numbers of young prostitutes in

their best attire, seated by the tables, or

I
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lolling on the seats. This part of Market
Street is one of the lowest rookeries of
prostitutes and thieves in London. Many
a young girl has been ruined by entering
these low brothels. She may have been
a servant out of place, or she may have
left her home in the metropolis, and be-
taken herself here to a life-of infamy.

These prostitutes assist to maintain the
burglars, pickpockets, and other thieves,
when they are not successful in their law-
less calling. Some of them are well-dressed
and remarkably good-looking. They oc-
casionally come home with men in cabs
from the different theatres, and rob them
in their dwellings, and turn them uncere-
moniously into the street, but do not strip
them of their clothing. When their cash
is done, they wish their company no longer.

In other low districts in the vicinity of
Kent Street, prostitutes have been con-
victed for stealing the clothes of the un
fortunates who have entered their dismal
abodes.

Leaving Market Street and the alleys
and slums of that locality behind us, we
went along Newington Causeway, a far
brighter and more salubrious scene. This
is a wide business street, and one of the
main streets on the Surrey side of the
viver, where, especially in the evenings, a
good deal of shopping 1s carried on.

The south side of Newington Causeway,
from Horsemonger Lane gaol to the Ele-
phant and Castle, is crowded with shops,
the street being lit up nearly as clear as

" day. There are several splendid gin-palaces

in thislocality, generally crowded with mot-
ley groups of people of various ranks and
pursuits ; and milliners’ shops, with their
windows gaily furnished with ladies’ bon-
nets of every hue and style, and ribbons of
every tint; and drapers’ shops with cotton
gown pieces, muslins, collars, and gloves
of every form and colour. There are many
boot- and shoe-shops, with assortments
of fancy shoes as well as plain. Up-
holsterers’ shops, with carpets and rugs of
every pattern, and chemists, with their gay-
coloured jars, flaming like globes of red,
blue, green, and yellow fire. The street is
filled with incessant tides of mechanics,
tradesmen’s wives, milliners, dressmakers,
and others, going shopping or returning
from their daily toil; and many respect-
able people take their evening’s walk along
this cheerful and bustling thoroughfare,
which is a favourite place for promenading.

In walking along we noticed many young
men and women in respectable attire.
Here we saw some young, genteel milliners
and dressmakers, and girls from other

places of business, returning to their homes
or lodgings, at the close of the day, and
taking an occasional glance at the shop
windows, as they passed along. By their
side we saw apparently some married
women, out shopping with a new bonnet,
or other article of dress, carefully wrapt
up. In another part of the street we saw
a shopman making love to a pretty girl,
with clustering ringlets, who looked se-
renely upon him as he stood bareheaded
outside the door of a drapery establish-
ment.

Among the busy throng of people pass-
ing to and fro we observed two young
women, pickpockets, dressed in brown
cloaks, like milliners, and in faney bonnets,
passing quietly along. A person who did
not know them personally, could not have
detected their criminal character. On fol-
lowing them a short way, they passed over
to the other side of the street. From their
features and from the similarity of their
dress we could have guessed them to be
sisters. They were apparently about twenty-
five years of age.

As is generally the case with such per-
sons, on being noticed they separated on
the other side of the street to prevent our
following their movements. One went off
in one direction, and the other in another;
but meantime they had probably arranged
to meet each other when out of the officer’s
sight. '

The Borough is chiefly the locality of
labouring people and small shopkeepers—
the masses of the people—and has low
neighbourhoods in many of the by-streets,
infested by the dangerous classes. It con-
tains specimens of almost all kinds of
thieves, from the lowest to the most ex-
pert, though for the most part few of the
swells reside here. Many of them prefer
to live about the Kingsland Road.

They occasionally leave their own dwell-
ings in other parts of the city, and come
here, and live retired to be away from the
surveillance of the police of their own
district.

There are some expert ©cracksmen”
(burglars) here, dressed in fashionable style,
who indulge in potations of brandy and
champagne, and the best of liquors. In
their appearance there is little or no trace
of their criminal character. They have
the look of sharp business men. They
commit burglaries at country mansions,
and sometimes at shops and warehouses,
often extensive, and generally contrive to
get safely away with their booty.

These crack burglars generally live in
streets adjoining the New Kent Road and
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Newington Causeway, and groups of them
are to be seen occasionally at the taverns
beside the Elephant and Castle, where
they regale themselves luxuriously on the
choicest wines, and are lavish of their

gold. From their superior manner and
dress few could detect their real character,
One might pass them daily in the street
and not be able to recognize them, ’

HOUSEBREAKERS

THE expert burglar is generally, very inge-
nious in his devices, and combines manual
dexterity with courage. In his own sphere
the burglar in manual adroitness equals the
accomplished pickpocket, while in personal
daring he rivals our modern ruffians of
the highway, who perpetrate garotte rob-
beries, or plunder their victims with open
violence.

Many of our London burglars have been’
trained from their boyhood. Some are the
children of convicted thieves; some have
for a time lived as sneaks, committing
Eetty felonies when residing in low lodging-

ouses ; others are the children of honest
]éarents, mechanics and tradesmen, led into

ad company, and driven into criminal
courses.

In treating of sneaks we alluded to the
area-sneak, and lobby-sneak, watching a
favourable opportunity and darting into
the kitchen and pantry, and sometimes
entering the apartments on the first floor
and stealing the plate. We alluded to the
lead-stealer finding his way to the house-
top, and to the attic-thief adroitly slipping
downstairs to the apartments below, and
carrying away valuables, jewellery, plate,
and money. Here we see the points of
transition, from the petty felon to the
daring midnight robber plundering .with
violence.

We shall in the outset offer a few gene-
ral remarks on the manner in which house-
breaking and burglaries are effected in
L.ondon, and then proceed to a more de-
failed account of the various modes pur-
sued in the different districts.

Breaking into houses, shops, and ware-
houses is accomplished in various ways,
such as picking the locks with skeleton
keys; inserting a thin instrument between
the sashes and undoing the catch of the
windows, which enables the thieves to lift up
the under sush ; getting over the walls at
the back, and breaking. open a door or
window which is out of sight of the street,
or other public place ; lifting the cellar-flap
or area-grating; getting into an empty

AND BURGLARS.

passing from the roof fo that of the house
they intend to rob; entering by an attic-
window, or trap-door, and if there are neither
window mnor door on the roof, taking off
some of the tiles and entering the house.
Sometimes the thieves will make an entry
through a brick wall in an adjoining build-
ing, or climb the waterspout to get in at
the window. These are the general modes
of breaking into houses.

Sometimes when doors are fastened with
a padlock outside, and no other lock on
the door, thieves will get a padlock as near
like 1t as possible. 'T'hey will then break
off the proper lock, one of them will enter
the house, and an accomplice will put on a
lock as like it as possible to deceive the
police, while one or more inside will mean-
time pack up the goods. Sometimes a
well-dressed thief waylays a servant-girl
going out on errands in the evening, pro-
fesses to fall in love with her, and gets into
her confidence, till she perhaps admits him
into the house when her master and
mistress are out. Having confidence in
him she shows him over the house, and
informs him where the valuables are kept.
If the house is well secured, so that there
will be difficulty of breaking in by night,
he manages to get an accomplice inside to
secrete himself till the family has gone to
bed, when he admits one or more of his
companions into the house. They pack up
all they can lay hold of, such as valuables
and jewels. On such occasions there is
generally one on the outlook outside, who
follows the policeman unobscrved, and
gives the signal to the parties inside when
it is safe to come out. '
In warehouses one of the thieves fre-
quently slips in at closing-time, when only
a few servants are left behind, and .are
busy shutting up. He secretes himself
behind goods in the warehouse, and when
all have retired for the night, and the door
locked, he opens it and lets in his com-
panions to pack up the booty. Should it
consist of heavy goods, they generally have
a cart to take it away. They are some-

house next door, or a few doors off, and | times afraid to engage a cabman unless
1
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hev can et him to connive at the theft, |
;1:1?1? besidgés, the number of the cab can be
taken. They get the goods away 1n the
following manner. 1f consisting of bulky
articles, such as cloth, silks, &ec., they fill
large bags, gimilar to sacks, and get as
much as they think the cart can conve-
niently hold, placed near the door. ‘When
the policeman has passed by on his round,
the watch stationed outside gives the
signal ; the door is opened, the cart drives
ui;, and four or five sacks are I}a,nded into
it by two thieves in about a minute, when
the vehicle retires. It is loaded and goes
off sooner than a gentleman would take his
carpet-bag and portmanteau into a cab
when going 0 & railway-station. The cart
proceeds with the driver in one way, while
the thieves walk off in a different direction.
They close the outer door after them when
they enter & shop or warehouse, most of
which have spring locks. When the po-
liceman comes round on his beat he finds
the door shut, and there is nothing %o
excite his suspicion. The cart is never
seen loitering at the door above a couple of
minutes, and does not make its appear-
ance on the spot till the robbery is about
to be committed, when the signal is given.
Lighter goods, such as jewellery, or goods
of less bulk, are generally taken away in
carpet bags in time to catch an early
train, often about five or six o’clack, and
the robbers being respectably-dressed, and
in a neighbourhood where they are not
known, pass on in most cases unmolested.
Sometimes they pack up the goods in
hampers, as if they were going off to some
railway-station. When there is mo one
sleeping on the premises, and when they
have come to learn where the party lives
who keeps the keys, they watch him home
at night after locking up, and set a watch
on his house, that their confederates may
not be disturbed when rifling the premises.
If they are to remove the goods in the
morning they do it about an hour be-
fore the warehouse is usually opened, so
that the neighbours are taken off their
guard, supposing the premises are opened
e little earlier than usual in consequence of
being busy. Sometimes they stand and
see the goods taken out, and pay no par-
ticular attention to it. In the event of the
person who keeps the keys coming up
sooner than usual, the man keeping watch
hastens forward and gives the signal o his
companions, if they have not left the ware-
house. _
Tt often happens when they have got an
entry into a house, they have to break theilr

reach the desired booty, such as wrenching
open an inner door with a small crowbar
they term a jemmy, cutting a panel out of
a door, or a partition, with a cutter similar
to a centrebit, which works with two or
three knives ; this is done very adroitly in
a short space of time, and with very little
noise. At other fimes, when on the floor
above, they cut through one or more boards
in the fiooring, and frequently cut panes of
glass in the windows with a krife or awl.
They get information as to the property
in warehouses from porters and others un-
wittingly by leading them into conversa-
tion regarding the goods on the premises,
the silks they have got, &c., and find out
the part of the premises where they are to
be found. Sometimes they goin to inspect
them on the pretence of looking at some
articles of merchandise.

Tt occasionally happens servants are in
league with thieves, and give them informa-
tion as to the hour when to come, and the
easiest way to break in. Sometimes ser-
vants basely admit the thieves into the
premises to steal, and give them impres-
sions of the keys, which enables them
to make other keys to enter the house.
Thieves sometimes take a blank key with-
out wards, cover it with wax, work it inthe
keyhole against the wards of the lock, and
by that means the impression is left in the
was. They then take it home and make a
similar key. When looking into the lock
they frequently strike a match on the door-
way, and pretend to be lighting a pipe or
cigar, which prevents passers by suspecting
their object.

These are the general modes of house-
breaking and burglary over the metropolis,
but in order that we may have a more vivid
and thorough conception of the subject, we
shall give a more graphic detail of these
felonies. We shall first advert to breaking
into shops and warehouses, and then
proceed to describe burglaries in various
parts of the metropolis. )

It frequently occurs that a thief enters a
warehouse, or large shop, and secretes him-
self behind some goods, or in the cellar, or
up the chimney. This could be done ab
any hour of the day, but is frequently
managed when the servacts or shopmen
are out dining at mid-day, or towards
evening, when the places of business are
about to be closed. The thief may be re-
spectably dressed, or not, according to the
nature of the place of business, A person
may call with some fictitious message,
and keep one or more of the servants or
shopmen in conversaticn while a confede-

way into the apartments in the interior to

rate could meantime slip into the shop or
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warehouse, and if detected would seldom
be suspected of being connected with this
party.  They sometimes hover for days in
the neighbourhood of shops and ware-
houses they intend to plunder, and watch
the most favourable opportunity to effect
this object.

Towards evening when the servanis arve
all gone, and the place of business closed,
the rest of his companions come to the
spot, consisting of one or more men, &
woman being occasionally employed. While
they are aware that one of their gang is
secreted on the premises, as a precaution
they sometimes knock at the door or ring
the bell to ascertain if the servants or
shopmen are gone. Should they be linger-
ing in the premises, arranging the goods,
engaged with their business-books, ac-
counts,or otherwise, they ask for Mr. So-and-
so, or have some other fictitious message.

On the departure of the people belong-
ing to the shop, the thief inside generally
opens the door to his companions on the
given signal, when they proceed to rifle the
premises of Manchester goods, cottons,
silks, shawls, satins, or otherwise, and to
store them into large bags they bring with
them, which they place beside the door,
when filled, to be conveniently carried
away. They wrench open the desks, money-
drawers, and other lockfasts with a jemmy,
chisel, or serew-driver, as well as any doors
which may be locked, occasionally using
the cutter and saw, or other tools, and
pierce through brick and other partition
walls with an aunger or other instrument.
In many cases the doors of the apartments
in warehouses are left open so that the
thief has free access to the property.

Meantime a man or woman is watching
outside while the thieves are busy plunder-
ing within, keeping a special look-out for
the policeman proceeding on his beat.
They have many ingenious expedients to
decoy him away, by conversation or other-
wise. The policeman is generally from
fifteen to twenty minutes in going round
his beat, so that they have ample time to
carry off the booty.

While the thieves are busy collecting
their spoil, the door is shut with a spring
lock, or fastened with a padlock by means
of a key they may have made for the pur-
pose, so that the policeman has no sus-
picion of what is passing within. The
former frequently remain for several hours
on the premises, while a person outside is
keeping watch, waiting to hear their signal
when they have got the booty packed and
ready. Should the coast be clear outside,
notice is conveyed to the cart or cab, loiter-

ing somewhere in the vicinity, or which
drives up at a certain hour, when the door
opens. The plunder is quickly handed into
the vehicle, ,which drives smartly away.
The door is then shut, and the robbers
walk off, possibly in a different direction to
that in which the conveyance is gone.

Burglaries from jewellers' shops are fre-
quently efiected by means of skeleton keys,
or otherwise, by one or more men. A
woman often carries the tools to the shop,
and keeps watch. So soon as a favourable
opportunity occurs they unlock the door
and enter the premises, while a man or
| woman watches outside, the woman per-
haps walking along the street asthough she
were a common prostitute, or familiarly
accosting the policeman or other persons
she meets, and decoying them away from
the shop. In some cases, when she has not
succeeded in getting the policeman away,
she pretends to fall down in a fit, when he
has possibly to take her to the nearest sur-
geon. Sometimes the woman feigns to be
drunk, and is taken to the police station,
which takes him off his beat. In the mean-
while the parties inside, with jemmy, chisel,
saw, or other tools, and with silent lights
and taper or dark lantern, break open the
glass cases and boxzes, and steal gold and
silver watches, gold chains, brooches, pins,
and other jewellery, which they deposit in
a small carpet-bag, as well as rifle money
from the desk.

Jewellers’ shops are sometimes entered by
the thief getting into an unoccupied house
next door, or two or three houses off, and
proceeding along the roofs to the attic or
roof of the house to be robbed, and going in
by the attic window, or removing a few of
the slates. The thieves then go downstairs
and cut their way through the door or par-
tition, and effect an entry into the shop.

Most of the robberies in jewellers’ shops
have of late years been committed by means
of false keys, or by cutting out a hole in the
door or shutter with a cutter, which is
done in a short space of time, and when
the instrument is moistened it makes very
little noise. 'This hole is covered with a
piece of paper painted of the same colour
as the door, and is pasted.on, which pre-
vents the police having any suspicion.

Sometimes jewellers’ shops are entered
by persons lodging in the floor above, or
having access to it, and then cutbting
through the flooring and descending into
the jeweller’s shop by means of a rope-
Iadder they attach to the floor. At other
times they are entered by cutting through
the solid brick wall at the back of the shop.

Several years ago a very remarkable

- a
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| burglary took place at Mr. Acutt’s large

linen-drapery establishment in the West-
minster Road. About four o'clock in the
morning the policeman on duty heard a
man give the signal at a shop-door. The
constable believing thieves to be on the
premises sprung his rattle, roused up the
inmates, and got the assistance of several
other constables. When they entered the
shop they found upwards of 30L. worth of
sillcs and satins, and other valuables packed
up in bundles ready to be carried off.
They found two thieves who had gained an
entrance by getting over some closets,
scaling a wall by means of the rain-spout,
and walking along a high wall about nine
inches thick, They then removed the sky-
light at the back, and let themselves down
into the shop by a rope-ladder. By this
means they got into thie shop of Mr. Acutt.

On being scared by the police they
jumped from one house to another, eight

Tfeet apart, over a height of about fifty feet,

and there concealed themselves behind a
stack of chimneys. Several policeman
mounted to the roofs, but could not find
them ; and no one would venture to leap
to the adjoining houses, whither the thieves
had gone. An inspector of police ordered
two men in plain clothes to be on the
watch, believing they must be concealed
somewhere on the housetops.

About eight o’clock in the morning a
man of the name of Fitzgerald was oub in
a back court of an adjoining house wash-.
ing himself, when the thieves came down by
a spout twenty feet long communicating
with the water cistern. On getting down
one of them jumped on the back of Fitz-
gerald. He shouted out  murder and
police,” when two constables came up and
took both of the thieves into custody.

On the trial it was said the prisoners’
women had given several pounds to bribe
this man, and he pretended he could not
identify them, and they were ‘acquitted.
They have since been transported for other
burglaries, :

One of them was a man of thirty years o
age, about five feet nine inches high, slim
made, with & most daring countenance.
The other was of middle stature, about
twenty-six years of age, with pleasing ap-
pearance,

Another purglary took place in a silk
warehouse in Cheapside in 1842. The
burglars were admitted into an adjoining
carpet warehouse by one of the warehouse-
men on a Saturday night, and broke through
a brick-wall eight or nine inches thick, and
made an entry into the silk warehouse.

They did not steal any carpets, as they |

were too bulky. Goods were seen to be
taken away by a cab on the Sunday after-
noon. The padlock was meantime secure
on the outdoor, so that the police had no
suspicion.
The robbery was discovered on the
Monday morning, when it was found from
15001. to 20G0.. had been carried off, and
that a 100/. bank note had also been taken
from the desk of the carpet warekouse.
Soon after the foreman of the latter
business establishment absconded, and has
not since been heard of, and there is
strong suspicion he had connived with the
burglars.

Number of cases of breaking into shops,
&c., in the Metropolitan districts for
1860 . . . .- 1604

Ditto ditto in the City . 20

124

Value of property thereby abstracted in

the Metropolitan districts .. £1,899 0
Ditto ditto in the City 461 10 -
£2,360 10

We shall now treat of the burglaries in
the metropolis, commencing with the lower,
and proceeding to notice the higher bur-
glars, termed the “cracksmen.”

Burglaries in the working districts of the
metropolis are effected in various ways—by
one man mounting the shoulders of another
and getting into a first-floor window, similar
to acrobats, by climbing over walls leading
to the.rear of premises, cutting or breaking
a pane of glass, and then unfastening the
catch ; or by pushing back the catch of
the window with a sharp instrument, or
by cutting a panel of a door with a sharp
tool, such as an American “ anger.” Fre-
quently they force the lock of the door
with a jemmy. The lower class of bur-
glars who have not proper tools sometimes
use a serew-driver instead of a jemmy. . In
the forcing of the locks of drawers or
boxes, in search of property, they use a
small chisel with a fine edge, and occasion-
ally an old knife.

There are frequently three persons em-
ployed in these burglaries—two to enter a
house, and one to keep watch outside, to see
that there is no person passing likely to
detect. This man is generally termed a
“erow.” Sometimes a woman, called a
« canary,” carries the tools, and watches
outside. ‘

These low burglars carry off a booty of
such® small value that they are necessi
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tated frequently to commib depredations.
They steal male and female wearing apparel,
and small artictes of plate or jewellery, such
as teaspoons or a watch.

They are from seventeen years of age
and upwards, and reside in the .Borough,
Whitechapel, St. Giles, Shoreditch, and
other low localities.

There is another kind of burglary com-
mitted by persons concealing themselves
on the premises, which is often done 1n
public-houses. The parties enter before
the house is closed, by concealing them-
selves in the coal-cellar, skittle-ground, or
other place where they are unobserved
by those in charge of the house. These
burglaries are done by low people, with
whose previous mode of living the police
are generally not acquainted. Very fre-
quently they steal cigars, money In the till
or on the shelves of the bar, left to give
chanee to customers in the morning. There
is another mode of entering public-houses,
by the cellar flaps from the pavement 1n
front of the house, or by going through- the
finlight, and stealing property as before
described, and returning the same way,
sometimes letting themselves out by the
front door, which has often a spring lock.

" These burglaries are generally done at
midnight, or between 1 and 5 o’clock.

There is a higher class of burglaries com-
mitted ab fashionable residences over the
metropolis, and at the mansions of the
gentry and nobility, many of them in the
West-end districts.

The houses to be robbed are carefully
watched for several weeks, sometimes for
months, before the burglary is attempted.
The thieves take great precautions in such
cases. They glean information secretly as
to the inmates of the house; where they
sleep, and where valuable property 18 kept.
Sometimes this is done by watching the
lights over the house for successive nights,
These burglaries are often * putup ™ by the
persons who execute them. They frequently
get some of their more engaging companions
%o court one of the servant gils, give her
small presents, and gain her favour, with
the ultimate object of gaining access to the
house and plundering it. At other times,
" though more rarely, they endeavour to be-
come acquainted with the male servants of
the house—~the butler, valet, coachman,
| or groom. Sometimes they try to learn
| from the servants through other parties
* becoming acquainted with them, if they
canno} succeed themselves. At other times
they gather information from tradesmen
who are called to the house on jobbing
work, such as painters, plumbers, glaziers,

bell-hangers, tinsmithy, and others, some

neizhbourhoods, or are frequently to be
seen in the evenings in their company.
We can point our finger at three of these
base wretches. One of them lives in White-
friars, Fleet Street, another in Tottenham-
court Road, and a third in Newell Strect,
Wardour Street, Oxford Street. These three
persons get up many of the burglaries
in the West-end and other parts of the
metropolis, where they have work to do,
when they find a suitable place. Some of
them have put up burglaries for thirteen or
fourteen years, and none of them have been
detected, though suspected by the police,
They never have a hand in the burglaries
themselves, but secure a part of the booty.
These “putters up” are from thirty to
thirty-five years of age, and one of them
has been convicted of a felony.

If the burglars cannot enter by the back
of the premises, they go to the first-floor
window in front, where there are no shut-
ters. It matters not whether it be pub-
lic or not ; they will enter in a couple of
minutes the premises by cutting: the glass
and undoing the catch.

The dwelling-houses in the West-end
have often been entered by the-first-floer
window; and servants have many times
been wrongfully charged with these bur-
glaries, and lost their places in consequence.

Burglars generally leave their haunts to
plunder about twelve o’clock at midnight,
often driving up inacab to a short distanco
from the spot where the burglary is to be
attempted ;- but they frequently do mnot
enter the house till one or two in the
morning. In general, they take some
liquor, such as gin and brandy, to keep up
their spirits, as they call it. The one who
is to watch outside generally takes up his
position first, and the others follow. This
is arranged so that the persons who enter
—generally two, sometimes three—should
not be seen by the policeman or others
near the house. .

When the latter come up, and find their
companion at his post, and see the coast
clear, they instantly proceed to enter the
house, in front or behind, by the door or
windows. Expert burglars go separate, to
avoid suspicion.

On entering the house, they go about the
work very cautiously and quietly, taking
off their shoes, some walking in their stock-
ings, and others with Tndia-rubber over-
alls. 1f disturbed they very seldom leave
their shoes or boots behind them.

Their chief object is to get plate, jewellery,

cash, and other valuables. The drawing-

e

|
|

of whom live near the burglars in low-

room is usually on the first-floor in front ;
sometimes the whole of the firsi-floor is a
drawing-room, Theyloften find valuables in
the drawing-room. They search parlour,
kitchen, and pantry, and even open the ser-
vant’s workbox for her small savings.

\When they cannot get enough jewellery
and plate they carry off wearing apparel.
They often take money in the drawing-
room from writing-desks and ladies work-
boxes. Experienced burglars do not spare
time and trouble to look well for their
plunder.

This is the general course adopted on

entering a dwelling-house. In entering a.
shop, if they can find sufficient money to |

satisfy them, they do not carry off bulky
property, but if there is no money in the
desk or tills they rifle the goods, if they are
of value.

In West-end robberies there are often
two good cracksmen, one to keep watch
outside, while another is busy at his work
of plunder within. The person outside
has to be on the alert, as he has generally
to keep watch over an experienced officer,
and to let his companions know when it is
safe for them to work or to come ouf.

When a catch is in the centre of the
window it is opened with a knife. If there
should be one on each side they will cut a
pane of glass in less than fifteen seconds,
and unde them. The burglars seldom
think of carrying a diamond with them, but
generally cut the glass with a knife, as the
starglazers do.

The shutters behind the window frame
are often cut with what the burglars term
a cutter. It cuts with two knives, with a
centrebit stock, and makes a hole suffi-
ciently large to admit the burglar’s arm.

When the shutters are opened there are
often iron bars to guard the window. The
burglars tie a piece of strong cord or rope

“about two of the bars, and insert a piece of |
- wood about a foot in length between this

rope, and twist the wood. The bar is
thereby bent sufficient to allow them to
eater, or it gives way in the socket. These
bars are sometimes forced asunder by a
small instrument called a jack, by which a
worm worked by a small handle displaces
them. The rope and stick are used when
they have not a jack. The latter can
be conveniently carried in the trousers
pocket.

Woodwork, such as shutters, doors, and
partitions, is often cut in late years with
the cutter, instead of the jemmy, as the
former is a more effective tool, and makes
an opening more cxpeditiously. With this

pierced sufficiently large to admit the arm
in a few minutes,

A brick wall requires more time. 1f there
are no persons within hearing, an opening
can be made sufficiently large for a man to
pass through, in an hour. If there are
people near the apartment, it requires
to be more softly done, and frequently
occupies two or three howrs, even when
done by an expert burglar. They gene-
rally pierce one brick with an auger, and
displace it; after the first brick is out,
they work with a jemmy, and take the
mortar out, then pierce a brick on the
other side of the wall.

Burglars cannot pick Chubb’s patent
locks, The best way to secure premises
where no person sleeps is to have a good
patent lock on the outer door, with an iron
bar outside fastened by a patent Chubb
lock. This acts with double safety. If they
break it off on the outside, the policeman
easily detects it when he comes round on
his beat, which he is sure to do before they
have got the other lock opened, and this
prevents them getting in that way. If they
break in from the roof, or from the back,
by cutting round the lock ofan inside door,
they do not get the outside door opened,
and cannot get away any bulky goods. By
this means the warehouse 1s more safe
than if it were fastened any other way.

Common locks on doors are so easily
picked by thieves that no warehouse ought
to be left fastened in this way, unless there
is a watchman over it.

Some cracksmen have what is called a
petter-cutter, that is, a cutter for iron
safes; an instrument made similar to a
centrebit, in wich drills are fixed. They
fasten this into the keyhole by a screw
with a strony pressure outside. The
turning part is so fixed that the driils cut
a plece out over the keyhole sufficiently
large to get to the wards of the lock. They
then pull the bolt of the lock back and
open the door.

Chubb’s locks «n iron safes are now
made drill proof, so that they cannot be
pierced. ,

Any person sleeping in a room, with:
valuable property in his possession, ought
to have a chain on the dcor, like a street-

.door chain, as the common locks are so

easily picked, and the masked thief, with
dark lantern, can creep into the room with-
out being heard. The rattling of the chain
is sure to awaken the person sleeping.
Expert burglars are generally equipped
with good- tools.. They have a jemmy, a

cutter, a dozen of betties, better known as

mstrument a door or shutter can be i picklocks, a jack to remove iron bars, a
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dark lantern or a taper and some silent
lights, and a life-préserver, and sometimes
have a cord or rope with them, which can
be easily converted into a rope ladder. A
knife is often used in place of a chisel for
opening locks, drawers, or desks. They
often carry masks on their face, so that
they might not be identified. The dark
lantern is very small, with oil and cotton
wick, and sometimes only shows a light
about the size of a shilling, so that the re-
flection is not seen on the street without.
Burglars often use the jemmy in place of
picklocks. When they go out with their
tools, they usually carry them wrapped up
with list, so that they can throw them away
without making a noise, should a police-
man stop them, or attempt to arrest them.
''hese are easily carried in the coat pocket,
as they are not bulky. * There are parties—
sometimes old convicts—who lend tools
out on hire,.

When discovered by the inmates they
are generally disposed to make their escape
rather than to fight, and try to avoid vio-
lence unless hotly pursued. If driven to
extremity, they are ready to use the life-
preserver, jemmy, or other weapon.

Sometimes they carry a life-preserver of
a peculiar style, consisting of a small ball
attached to a piece of gut, that fastens
round the wrist. With this instrument,
easily carried in the palm of the hand, they
can strike the persons who oppose them
senseless, and severely injure them.

ln going up and down stairs, they often
creep up not in the centre but the side of
the stair, to avoid being heard, as it
is apt to creak beneath the footstep, and
they generally take off their shoes to move
more stealthily along.

They often use the cutter to make an
opening in the middle of the panel suffi-
ciently large to admit the arm, to undo
locks or bolts they cannot reach outside.

 Sometimes when the key is inside, and
the door locked, they open it with a small
pair of plyers; others use a long piece of
wire, with a hoop put through the keyhole
to lay hold of the bowl of the key. When
the hook is fastened in it, they can as easily
undo the lock as if they turned the key
from the inside. Some burglars prefer the
wire, others use the plyers. They gene-
rally prefer the cutter to the centre-bit in
removing any woodwork. It resembles the
centre-bit, but takes a much larger piece
out, and does so more speedily. The cutter
costs from 15s. to 1. In the absence
of a cutter, they sometimes work with a
couple of gimlets and & knife, but this re-
quires more time and makes more noise,

though not sufficient to disturb the in-
mates of the house, if used expertly.

At the back of the house they enter
through the kitchen window on the base-
ment, or by the parlour window above it
on the first floor, or by the window of the
staircase alongside of the latter.

If experienced burglars, they listen at
the doors of the apartments, and know by
the breathing in general if the inmates are
sound asleep. They sometimes begin their
operations by going up to the highest floor,
and work their way down, carrying off the
plunder. After having finished what they
call their work, they await the signal from

‘the “watech” set outside, These signals

are sometimes given by one or more coughs;

some give a whistle, or sing a certain song,

or tap on the door or shuiter, or make a

particular cry, understood between the
arties.

Should the plunder be bulky, they will
have a cart or a cab, or a costermonger’s
barrow, ready on a given signal to carry it
away. They in general wait for the time
when the police are changed, if the inmates
are not getting up, sometimes coming
out at the front door, but oftener at the
back.

A remarkable case of burglary was com-
mitted in a dwelling-house in a fashionable
square in the West-end about twelve
months ago, and was effected in this man-
ner. One day a well-dressed young man
passed by an area and took special notice
of the cook, who happened to be looking
out of the window. Another day the same
young man in passing by accosted this ser-
vant, and made an appointment to meet
her on a certain occasion to go out to
walk. This correspondence lasted for a
short time, when the young man was in-
vited to tea at the house, to spend a social
evening. He was accompanied by a “pal”
of his, a young Frenchman, who ccurted
the housemaid, while the other made love
to the cook. During their visit to the
house, the family being then absent, one
of the young men pretended to be very
unwell, and thought a walk in the garden
at the back of the house would be beneficial
to him, and was accompanied there by one
of the servant girls.

- Meanwhile the housemaid and her friend
had adjourned to one of the upper roouws.
It was proposed by the Frenchman that his
lady-love should partake of some gin or
brandy as refreshment, to which she con-
sented. He went out for the purpose of
purchasing it, while she went down stairs
to the kitchen. On his going out he loft
the front-door open, by which one of his

e =
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confederates, a third party, entered the
house, and passed upstairs, broke open
s veral lockfasts, and stole the whole of the
late.

* The Frenchman, meanwhile, returned
with the liquor, and went downstairs to
the kitchen, where he made merry with
his fair lady and her companions. When
they were seated regaling themselves over
this liquor the door-bell rang. One of the
girls went to the door and found no person
there. 'T'hiswas a signal agreed on between
the thieves. One of the young men still
pretending to feel unwell proposed to go
home with his companion, promising to call
on a future occasion, when they would be
able to spend a more comfortable evening
than they had done on account of his ill-
ness,

One of the servants, on going upstairs
after their departure, found the plate stolen.
Information was given to the police, when
these agreeable young men and their un-
known friend were found to belong to a
gang of most expert thieves. They were
tried at Westminster Sessions for this of-
fence, and sentenced to three years’ penal
servitude,

About eighteen months ago, two despe-
rate burglars attempted to enter a fashion-
able dwelling-house at Westbourne Park,
Paddington, belonging to a merchant in the
City. One of them was a tall, raw-boned,
muscular man, of about twenty-five years
of age, dressed in a blue frock coat, dark
cord trousers, black vest and beaver hat.
The other was a man of thirty years of age,
short and stout, nearly similarly attired.
The first had the appearance of a black-
smith, with a determined countenance ;
the other had a more pleasing aspect, yet
resolute. They were armed with a long
chise] and heavy crowbar. :

They got over several walls, and came up
along the back to this dwelling-house in the
centre of these villas, situated on the edge
of the Great Western Railway. On reach-
ing the garden they went direct o the
E’indow of the dining-room on the ground-

oor,

As there had been several burglaries
committed in the neighbourhood of those

| villas about this time, an experienced and
| able detective officer was sent out towatch.

While the detective, a tall, powerful, re-
solute man, was sitting alone in the dusk
under a tree in an adjoining garden, and
another criminal officer was stationed a
short distance off, at ahout two o'clock in
the morning the former officer heard the
shutters crash in the windows of an adjoin-
ing house nearly in front of where he stood.

The burglars had approached so softly he
did not hear their footsteps, and was not
aware of their presence till then. On hear-
ing this noise he drew close 1o the house,
and was seen by one of the thieves—the
shortest one called Jack. The detective
officer immediately sprung his rattle, rushed
on this man and seized him. His companion
on this ran from the end of the house and
struck the officer across the back with a
heavy crowbar, By a sudden movement
of his body the latter partially avoided the
force of the blow. Had it struck him on
the head it would have killed him on the
spot ; and being a strong muscular man he
knocked the shorter man down with a
heavy walking-stick he had in his hand,
and at the same time rushed on his taller
companion, seized him by the throat, and
endeavpured to wrench the iron bar from
his grasp.

The other burglar had meantime made
his escape into an adjoining garden, and
was captured, after a desperate struggle,
by the other criminal officer, who had come
up.

During the scuffle between the officers
and burglars the proprietor of the house,
in a panic, threw up his bedroom window
locking into the garden at the back of
the house, and, without giving any call;
fired off apistol. He did this to alarm the
neighbourhood, not being aware that the
officers were so near him, and supposing
that the burglars were in his house.

The other burglar was secured after a

‘determined struggle, and both were with

difficulty conveyed to the Marylebone po-
lice station by five strong officers. They
were next day taken before the magistrates,
and charged with attempting fo enter this
house, and with assaulting the officers in
the execution of their-duty. They were
sentenced to three months each in Clerk-
enwell prison, with hard labour for the for-
mer offence, and with a similar punishment
for the latter. _

About two years ago a burglary was com-
mitted in Charles Street, Gloucester Ter-
race, Paddington, opposite the Cleveland
Arms, by two men and a woman. Oneof
the men was about forty-six years of age, an
old desperate burglar, who had been twice
transported, and was then on ticket-of-leave.
Shortly before, he had been apprehended in
St. George’s burying-ground, at the rear of
some houses in the Bayswater road, with
a screw-driver, jemmy, and dark lantern,

when he was sentenced to three months’

imprisonment as a rogue and vagabond.
He was a stout man, with very bushy
whiskers, of a coarse appearance. The
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sther was a young man about nineteen,
Aressed as a mechanie, of a cheerful coun-
;enance, with brown hair and moustache.
The woman was about twenty-three years
of age, short and stout, with an engaging
appearance. '

During the night, they had forced open
an iron grating in front of a house in
Charles Street, Paddington, and had let
themselves down into the area. They bored
three holes with a centre-bit in the door
of the house, then cut the panel, and pub
their arm through, and undoing the fasten-
ing of the door, got into the kitchen. From
this they went up to a door leading to the
staircase, which was locked. They cut
several holes with the centre-bit, and made
an opening in this door in like mannper.
They then went upstairs to the first-floor,
and stole a quantity of wearing apparel,
and some jewellery, such as rings, studs,
&c., and also a watch.

"The inmates were sleeping at the top
of the house, and had not been disturbed
by these operations. The property rifled
amounted to about 151.

One of the burglars left his hat behind
him and a pair of old boots. The detective
officer sent after them knew the hat o be-
long to this old-returned convict; went to
Lisson Grove and arrested both the men,
who happened to be together, and found
part of the wearing apparel upon them.
The remaining part of the property was
traced as having been pledged by the wo-
man, who was also apprehended. They
were committed for trial for the burglary,
and tried at the Old Bailey. The old man
being an inveterate offender was sentenced
to fifteen years’ penal servitude ; the others,
who had been previously convicted, to four
years’; and the girl to twelve months’ im-
prisonment.

In the month of October, 1850, a bur-
glary was committed by three men in the
Regent’s Park, which attracted considerable
attention. One of them, named William-
Dyson, called the Galloway Doctor, was five
feet six inches high, pockpitted, with pale
face and red whiskers, and about thirty-
two years of age; James Mahon, alias
Holmsdale, five feet ten inches high, was
robust in form, and aged thirty-four years;
John Mitchell was five feet six inches high,
stout made, with a pug nose, and aged forty
years. They entered the house of Mr.
Alford, an American merchant, in Regent’s
Park, at two o’clock in the morning. They
‘climbed over a back wall into the garden,
and got in through a back parlour window
by pushing back the catch with a knife.

jemmy, got into the back-parlour where
the butler was lyiug asleep, and unlocked
the door to go through the house, as it was
known that Mr. -Alford was very wealthy.
When they got on the staircase one of their
feet slipped, which awoke the butler, who
jumped up, and seized Dyson and Mahou,
and wrestled with them, at the same time
alarming the other inmates of the house.
He was knocked down by a blow from a
life-preserver, on which the burglars made
their escape by jureping out of the back-
parlour window again. The butler, ou get-
ting up, seized his fowling-piece, which lay
loaded beside him, and told them as they
were running away to stop, or he would
fire upon them. He fired, and shot Mit-
chell in the back near the shoulder with
goose shot, as he was getting over a back
wall to make his escape.

The police, on hearing the report of the
gun, came up and secured Holmsdale and
Dyson in the garden, when they were taken
to Marylebone police office.

Soon after an anonymous letter was sent
to the police-station of the M division
stating there was a man in Surrey Street,
Blackfriars Road, lying in bed in a certain
house, who had been shot in the back when
attempting a burglary in Regent's Park.
He had on a woman’s nightcap and night-
gown, so that if any one went into the
room they would fancy him to be a female.
Inspector Berry of the M division went to
the above house, and found Mitchell in bed
in female disguise. He was taken mtbo
custody, and made to dress in his own
clothes. On examining them there were
holes in his fustian frock-coat where the
shot had passed through. He was taken to
Marylebone police court and pub alongside
the other two prisoners, and identified as
having been seen in the neighbourhood of
the Regent’s Park on the morning before the
burglary was committed.” He had been
seen by the police to leave a notorious
public-house frequented by burglars, at the
Old Mint in the Borough. They were
committed at the Central Criminal Court,
tried on 25th November, 1850, convicted,
and sentenced to be transported for life.
Holmsdale having been previously trans-
ported for ten years, and Mitchell and ;
Dyson also having been formerly convicted.
We took the particulars of the following
burglary from the lips of a man who was
afew years ago one of the most experienced
and expert burglars in the metropolis, and -
give it as an instance of the ingenuity and
daring of this class of London brigands:—
In the year 1850 a burglary was at-

They then forced the shutters open with a

tempted to be committed at a furrier’s at
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the corner of Regent Street near Oxford
Street by three cracksmen. One of them,
Henry Edgar, was about five feet seven
inches high, of fair complexion, with large
fentures, brown hair, and gentlemanly ap-
pearance, dressed in elegant style, with

jewellery, rings, and chain, and frilled shirt.

A second party, Edward Edgar Blackwell,
was the son of a respectable cutler in Soho,
about five feet two inches high, of fair
complexion, teeth out in front, with sullen
look, also fashionably dressed, though in-
ferior to the other. The third person was
slim made, about five feet six inches high,
dark complexion, with dark whiskers and
venteel appearance, & gentle, but keen dark
eye,.and elegantly dressed.

They went to a public-house between ten
and eleven o’clock, when the two former
went back into a yard with the pretence of
going to the water-closet. The publican did
not miss them. The house was closed at
twelve o'clock, and they were not dis-
covered. The third party went outto give
them their signals at the time formerly
arranged between them. He did not give
them any signal, but they, being impatient
and accustomed to the work, thought they
would try it themselves. Théy wentup bya
fire-escape, and goton to the parapet of the
furrier'’s house, at the corner of Regent
Street. Here they cut two panes of glassin
a garret window, with a knife, at the same
time removing the division between them.
The servant going to bed in the dark, dis-
covered the twomen, Giving no alarm, she
went down stairs to her master. The
master came up, with two loaded pistols
in his hand, presented them at the garret-
window, telling them if they attempted to
escape he would shoot them. Edward
Edgar Blackwell was so frightened that he

lost his presence of mind, and fell from the

parapet into the yard, a height of three
storeys, and was killed on the spot. Henry
Edgar, being more courageous, made 2
desperate leap to the top of a house In
Regent Street, and -gob through a trap-
door, and made his way into a second floor
front in Argyle Street, where people were
slecping, and alarmed them. To prevent
their taking him, he leaped from a second
floor window. Some people, passing-by,
saw him jump from the window, -and gave
information to the police. He was, there-
upon, arrested, and conveyed in a cab, with
the dead body of his pal,” to Vine Street
police station

Tt was afterwards ascertained that his
ankle was dislocated, and he was removed
to Middleses Hospital, where he was
watched eight hours by successive police-

men. His friends were allowed to see him,
and by ingenious means gne of them con-
trived to effect his escape. They conveyed
him from the bospital in a cab to Green
Street, Friars Street, Blackfriars Road ;
then removed him in a cab to the Com-
mercial Road near Whitechapel. Soon
after, his companions took a house for him
in Corbett’s Place, Spitaltields, when he
was given into the hands of the police by a
brother of one of his *pals,”” who went to
Vine Street station, and lodged informa-
tion, e was arrested before he could
lay his hand on his pistols, committed for
trial, and sentenced to penal servitude.

We give the following as an illustration
of the ingenuity and perseverance of the
cracksmen of the metropolis—

A burglary was committed some years
since, at a warehouse in the City, where the
premises were securely fastened in front,
and the servants were let out by a strong
door at the back, secured by three strong
locks. There was no one sleeping on the
premises. The burglars had first to make
keys to get through the outer door into the
premises, and had then to get a key to a
patent lock for an iron door into a private
counting-house. They made another key
for a very strong safe which, when opened,
had a recess ab the bottom enclosed with
folding doors also secured by a patent lock.
Before they got to the booty they bad to
make six keys of patent locks.

Not satisfied with this, they made a key
for the patent lock of another iron door,
leading to another portion of the premises
where there was a second iron safe.

They were occupied four months getting
the whole of these keys o fit, and had to
watch favourable opportunities when the
police were absent from .that portion of
their beat. :

The thieves, during the night, carried off
two iron boxes containing railway-shares,
bills, and similar property to the extent of
13,0001., besides other valuable articles.

Through the ingenuity of certain police-

officers employed to trace the robbery, the
whole of the scrip and documents were
recovered while certain unprincipled Jews
were negotiating to purchase them.

Some burglars, atter they have secured
valuable booty, do not attempt another
burglary for a time. Others go out the
very next night, and commit other depre-
dations, as they are avaricious for money.
Some of them lose it by keeping it loosely
in the house, or placing it in the bank, when
the women they cohabit with reap the
benefit. These females often try to induce
them to save money and place it in their
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name in the bank, so that if their paramour
gets apprehended, they have the pleasure of
spending his ill-gotten wealth.

Some cracksmen succeed occasionally in
rifling large quantities of valuable property
or money. In such instances they live
laxuriously, and spend large sums on plea-
sure, women, wine, and gambling. Some
of them keep their females in splendid
style, and live in furnished apartments in
quiet respectable streets. Others are afraid
to keep women, as the latter are frequently
the cause of their being brought to justice.

There are some old burglars at present,
keeping cabs, omnibuses, and public
houses, whose wealth has been secured
chiefly from plunder they have rifled from
premises with their own hands, or received
from burglars since they have abandoned
their midnight work., They had the self-
conmand to abandon their criminal courses
after a time, while the most of the others
have beern more shortsighted. Some of
these persons, though abounding in wealth,
receive stolen goods, and are ready to open
their houses at any hour of the night.

There are great numbers of expert cracks-
men known to the police in different parts of
the metropolis. Many of these reside on
the Surrey side, about Waterloo Road and
Kent Road, in the Borough, Hackney and
Kingsland Roads, and other localities.
Some of them have a fine appearance, and
are fashionably dressed, and would not be
known, except by persons personally ac-
quainted with them.

A number of most expert cracksmen be-
longing to the felon class of Irish cock-
neys, have learned no trade, and have
no fixed occupation. Others come to their
ranks who have been carpenters and
smiths, brass-finishers, shoemakers, me-
chanics, and even tailors. Sometimes fast
young men have taken to this desperate
mode of life, Some pickpockets, daring
in disposition, or driven to extremity have
become burglars. In a short time they learn
to use their tools with great expertness;
great numbers have been trained by a few
leading burglars ; some are as young as six-
teen or seventeen years; others as old as
forty or forty-five—incorrigible old conviets.

Tools are secretly made for them in Lon-
don, Sheffield, Manchester, Birmingham,
aud other places. Some burglars keepa
set of fine tools of considerable value.
Others have indifferent instruments, and
are not so expert. :

They find very convenient agentsin som
of the cab-drivers of the metropolis, who
for a piece of money are very ready to assist

in conveying them at night to the neigh- |

bourhood of the houses where they per-
petrate their burglaries, and in carrying off
the stolen property, and some of the em-
ployers of these cab-drivers are as willing
to receive it at an underprice.

They have no difficulty in finding un-
principled people to open their houses to
receive the stolen property temporarily or
otherwise. There are many houses of well-
known receivers ; then there ave hundreds
of low public-houses, beer-shops, coffee-
shops, brothels, and other places of bad
character, where they can leave it for a
few hours, or for days, placing one of their
gang in the house for a time, until they
have arranged with the receivers to pur-
chase it. There are certain well-known
beer-shops and public-houses where the
burglars meet with the receivers. 'They
meet them in beer-shops in the purlieus of
Whitechapel, and in the quieter public-
houses and . splendid gin-palaces of the
West-end.

There are a number of French burglars
in London, who are as ingenious, daring,
and expert as the English, There are also
some Germans and a few Italians, but who
are not considered so clever.

Few of the cracksmen in the mefropolis
are married—though some are. They often
live with prostitutes, or with servants, and
other females they have seduced. Some
have children whom they send to school,
but many of them have none. "They fre-
quently train up some of -their boys to en-
ter the fanlights or windows, and to assist
them in their midnight villanies.

While most of the burglars are city-
trained, a number come from [Liverpool,
Manchester, Birmingham, Sheffield, and
Bristol. These occasionally work with the
London thieves, and the London thieves go

occasionally to the provinces to work with-

them. This is done in the event of their
being well known to the police.

For example, a gang of Liverpool thieves
might know a house there where valuable
property could be conveniently reached.
Their being in the neighbourhood might ex-
cite suspicion. Under these circuinstances
they sometimes send to thieves they are
acquainted with in London, who proceed
thither and plunder the house. Some-
times, in similar circumstances, the London
burglars get persons from the provinces to
commit robberies in the metropolis—both
parties sharing in the booty. Ina place
where they are not known, they do it
themselves.

The burglars in our day are not in geue-
ral such desperate men as those in former
times, They are better known to the

P Y

PR .
A Ry e 5
DEb e e

e

S At A
PET-S




; _ - —— e e J/ sl m—— NS - S e e e "3

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR. 345

police than formerly, and are kept under
more strict surveillance. Many of the
cracksmen have been repeatedly subjected
to prison discipline, and have their spirits

is good-locking, and very smart in his move-
ments, and was in the attire of a well-
dressed mechanie.

“1 was born in the city of London in the

in a great measure subdued. The crime of | year 1825. My father was foreman to a
our country is not so bold and open as in jcoach and harness-maker in Oxford Street.
the days of the redoubtable men whose dark | My mother, before her marriage, was a
deeds are recorded in the Newgate Ca-|milliner. "“hey had eleven children, and I
lendar. It has assumed more subtle forms, | was the youngest but two. I had six
instead of bold swagger and defiance—and | brothers and four sisters. My father had
has more of the secret, restless, and deceit- |a good salary coming in to support his
ful character of our great arch-enemy, family, and we lived in comfort and respect-

ability up fo his death. He died when I
Number of burglariesin the Metropolitan [ was only about eight years old. My mother
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————— districts for 1860 e . .. 192 [was left with eleven children, with very i
/////}/f—;‘;_-_—:%% Ditto ditto in the City .. .. 12 |scanty means. Having to support so large

—~—— | a family she soon after became reduced in

, 204 |circumstances. My eldest brother was

' subject to fits, and died at the age of

Value of property abstracted in the Me- | twenty-four years. He occupied my father’s

tropolitan districts .. .. .. £2,852 |place while he lived. My second brother

Ditto ditto in the City.. .. 332 |[went to work at the same shop, but got

. ——— |into idle and dissipated habits, and was

£3,184 |thrown outfof employment. He afterwards

got a situation in a lacemaker’s shop, and

had to leave for misconduct He then

NARRATIVE OF A DURGLAR. went to a druggist’s, and had to leave fo.

the same cause. After this he got a situa-

TaE following narrative was given us by [tion as potman to a public-house, which

an expert burglar and returned convict we | completed his ruin, He took every oppor-

met one evening in the West-end of the |tunity to lead his younger brothers astray
metropolis. For a considerable number of | instead of setfing us a good example.
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| generally an outsider on the watch while

CELL, WITI TRISONER AT ¢ PANK-LABOUL” IN THE SURREY HOUSE OF CORRECTION.

years he had been engaged in a long series
of burglareis connected with several gangs
of thieves, and had been so singularly cun-
ning and adroit in his movements he had
never been caught in the act of plunder;
but was at last betrayed into the hands of
the police by one of his confederates, who
had quarrelled with him while indulging
rather freely in liquor. He was often em-
ployed as a putter up of burglaries in
various parts of the metropolis, and was

some of his pals were rifling the house.
We visited him at his house in one of the
gloomiest lanes in a very low neighbour-
hood, inhabited chiefly by thieves and pros-
titutes, and took down from his lips the
following recital. In the first part of his
autobiography he was very frank and can-
did, but as he proceeded became more slow
and calculating in his disclosures. We
hinted to him he was “timid.” “No,” he
replied, “ I am not timid, but I am cautious,
which you need not be surprised at.” He
was then seated by the fire beside his
paramour, a very clever woman, whose
history is perhaps as wild and romantic as
his own, He is a slim-made man, beneath
the middle size, with a keen dark intelligent

“My brother next to him in age did not
follow his bad courses, but I was not so
fortunate. I went to school at Mr. Low’s,
Harp Alley, Farringdon Street, but I did
not stay there long. At nine years of age
I was sent out to work, to help to support
myself. I went towork at cotton-winding,
and only got 3s. a week. I sometimes
worked all night, and had 9d. for it, in
addition to my 3s., and often gained 3s. a
weék besides the -ix days’ wages. I was
very happy then to think I could earn so
much money, being so young. At this
time I was only nine years of age. My
brother tried to tempt me to pilfer from
my master, but he failed then. Iafterwards
got a better situation at a trunkmaker’s in
the City. There my mistress and. young
master took a liking to me. I was earning
7s. a week, and was only ten years of age.
At this time my brother succeeded in
tempting me to rob my employers after I
had been two months in their service. I
carried off wearing apparel and silver plate
to the value of several pounds, which. my
brother disposed of, while he only gave me
a few halfpence. I was suspected to,be the
thief, and was discharged in consequence.
I got another situation in a bookbinder’s

eye, and about thirty-six years of age. He

shop, and was not eleven years old then.
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My brother did mnot succeed for two or
three months to get me to plunder -my
master, although he often tried to prevail
on me to do so. My master had no plate
to lose. :

«] used to take out boards of books;
one night my brother met me coming
from the binder’s with a truck loaded with
books, stopt me, and pretended to be very
kind by giving me money to go and buy a
pie at a pie-shop. When I came out 1
found the books were gone and the truck
empty. My brother was standing at the
door waiting me, but he had companions
who meantime emptied the truck of the
whole of the contents. I told him he must
know who had taken thend, but he told me
he did not. He desired me to say to my
master that a strange man had sent me to
get a pie for him and one for myself,
and wher | came back the books and the
man had both disappeared. He told me if
1 did not say this | would get myself into
trouble and him toc. I went and told my
master the tale my brother had told me.
He sent for a policeman, and tried to
frighten me to $ell the truth. I would not
alter from what I had told him, though he
tried very hard to get me to do so. He
kept me till Saturday night and discharged
me, but endeavoured in the meanwhile to
get me to unfold the truth, so I was thrown
out of employment again.

¢] then went to work at the blacking
trade, and had a kinder master than ever.
My wages were 7s. a week. I then made
up my mind that my brother should not
tempt me to steal another time. I was in
this situation a year and nine months be-
fore my brother succeeded in inducing me
to commit another robbery. My master
was very kind and generous to me; increased
my wages from 7s. to 16s. a week as I was
becoming of more service to him.

“We made the blacking with sugar-
candy and other ingredients. 1 was the
only lad introduced into the apartment
where the blacking was mnade and the sugar-
candy was kept. My brother tempted me
to bring him a small quantity of sugar-
candy at first. I did'so, and he threatened
to let my mother know if I did not fetch
more. At first I took home 7lbs. of candy,
and at last would carry off alarger quantity.
1 used to get a trifie of money from my
brother for this. Being strongly attached
to him, up to this time he had great in-
fluence over me.

¢« One day, after bringing him a quantity
of sugar-candy, I watched him to see where
he sold it. He went into a shop in the

. City where the person retailed sweets.

After he came out of the shop I went in
and asked the man in the shop if he would
buy some from me, as | was the brother of
the young man who had just called in,
and had got him the sugar-candy. He
told me he would buy as much as I liked to
bring.

« T used to bring large quantities {o him,
generally in the evening, and carried it in
a bag, The sugar-candy 1 should have
mixed in the blacking I laid aside till I had
an opportunity of carrying it to the re-
ceiver. My master continued to be very
fond of me, and had strong confidence in
me until [ got a young lad into the shop
beside me, who knew what I had been
doing, and informed him of my conduct.
He wanted to get me discharged, as he
thought he would get my situation, which
“e did. He told my master I was plunder-
ing him ; but my master would not believe
him until he pointed out a low coffee-house
where I used to go, which was frequented
by bad characters. My master came into
this den of infamy one evening when I was
there, and persuaded me to come away with
him, which 1 did. He t~ld me he would for-
getall 1 was guilty of, if I would keep better
company and behave myself properly in
future. 1 conducted myself better for about
a week, but I had got inveigled into bad
company through my brother. These lads
waited about my employer's premises for
me at meal-times and at night. At last
they prevailed on me again to go to ths
same coffee-house. The young lad 1 had
got into the shop beside me soon found
means to acquaint my master. He came
40 se= me in the coffee-house again ; bub I
had been prevailed on to drink that even-
ing, and was the worse of intoxicating
liquor, although I was not fourteen years
of age. My master tried all manner of kind
means to persuade me to leave that house,
but I would not do so, and insulted him
for his kindness.

“Qn the following morning he paid a
visit to my mother’s house while 1 was ab
breakfast. My motherand he tried to pev-
suade me to go back -and finish my week’s
work, but I was too proud, and would not
go back, He then paid my mother my
fortnight’s wages, and said if I would at-
tend church twice each week he would again
take me back into his serviee. Inever at-
tended any church at all, for 1 had then got
into bad habits, and cared no more about
work.

] lived at home with my mother fora
short time, and she was very kind to me,
and gave me greatindulgence. She wished
me to remain at home with her to 2ssist 1n
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her business 2s a greengrocer, and used to
allow me from 1s. to 1s. 3d. of pocket-
money a day. My old companions still
followed me about, and prevailed on me to
go to the Victoria Theatre. On one of these
> ccasions 1 was much struck with the play
of Oliver Twist. I also saw Jack Sheppard
performed there, and was much impressed
with it. _

« Qoon after this I left my mother’s
house, and teok lodgings at the coffee-
house, where my master found me, and
engaged in an open criminal career. About
this time ladies generally carried reticules
on their arm. My companions were in the
habit of following them and cutting the
strings, and carrying them off. They some-
times contained a purse with money and
other property. 1 occasionally engaged in
these robberies for about three months.
Sometimes I succeeded in getting a consi-
derable sum of money ; at other times only
a few shillings.

«] was afterwards prevailed on to join
another gang of thieves, expert shoplifters.
They generally confined themselves to the
stationers’ shops, and carried off silver
pencil-cases, silver and gold mounted
scent-bottles, and other articles, and 1 was
engaged for a month at this.

% Being well-dressed, I would go into a
shop and price an article of jewellery, or
such like valuable, and after getting it in
my hand would dart out of the shop with
it. T carried on this system occasionally,
and was never apprehended, and became
very venturesome in robbery.

“T was then about sixteen years of age.
A young man came from sea of the name
of Philip Scott, who had in former years
been 2 playmate of mine. He requested
me to go to one of the theatres with him,
when Jack Sheppard was again performed.

“We were both remarkably pleased with the

play, and soon after determined to try our
hand at housebreaking.

« He knew of a place in the City where
some plate could be got at. We went out
one night with a serew-driver and a knife
to plunder it. T assisted him in getting
over a wall at the back of the house. He
entered from a back-window by pushing the
cateh back with a knife. He had not been
in above thiee quarters of an hour when
he handed me a silver pot and cream-jug
from the wall. I conveyed these to the
coffee-shop in which we lodged, when we
afterwards disposed of them. The young
man was well acquainted with this house,
as his father was often employed jobbing
about it. '

« After this I cohabited with a female,

but my ¢pal’ did not, although welived in
the same house.

«Soon after we committed another bur-
glary in the south-side of the metropolis, by
entering the kitchen window of a private
house at the back. I watched while my
comrade entered the house. He cut a
pane of glass out, and drew the catch back.
After gathering what plate he could find
lying about, he went up-stairs and got
some more plate. We sold this to a re-
ceiver in Clerkenwell for about 9I. 18s.
From this house we also carried off some
wearing apparel. Each of us took three
shirts, two coats and an umbrella.

« Some time after this we made up our
minds to try another burglary in the city.
We secreted ourselves in a brewer’s yard
beside the house we intended to plunder,
about eight o’clock in the evening, before
it was shut up. We cut a panel out of a
shutter in the dining-room window on the
first floor, but were disturbed when at-
tempting this robbery. I ran off and got
away. My companion was not so for-
tunate ; he was captured, and got several
months’ imprisonment.

« A week after I joined two other bur-
glars. We resolved to attempt a burglary
in a certain shop in the East-end of the
metropolis. There happened to be a dog
in the shop. As usual I kept watch out-
side, while the other two entered from the
first-loor window, which had no shutters.
So soon as they got in the dog barked.

They cut the dog’s throat with a knife, and

began to plunder the shop of pencil cases,
scent-bottles, postage-stamps, &c., and
went up-stairs, and carried off pieces of
plate. The inmates of the house slept in
the upper part of the house. The property
when brought to the receiver sold for
about 421.

¢« Another burglary was committed by
us ab a haberdasher’s shop in the West-
end. While I kept watch, the other two
climbed to the top of a warehouse ab the
back of the shop, wrenched open the
window on the roof, and having tied a
rope to an iron bar, they lowered them-
selves down, broke open the desks and
till, and got a considerable sum of money,
nearly all in silver, They then went to
the first-floor drawing-room window over
the shop, and entered. The door of this
room being locked, they cut out a panel,
put their arm through and forced back the
lock. They found only a small quantity of
plate along with a handsome gold watch
and chain. The few articles of plate sold
for 88s, and the watch and chain for
71, 13s. '
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“The thieves entered about one o’clock
at midnight, and went out about a quarter
past five in the morning,

“These are the only jobs I did with these
two men, until my comrade came out of
prison, when we commenced again. We
committed burglaries in different parts of
London, at silk-mercers, stationers’ shops,
and dwelling-houses—some of considerable
value ; in others the booty was small.

“Tn these burglaries numbers of other
parties were engaged with us—some of
them belonging to the Borough, others to
St. Giles’s, (Golden Lane, St. Luke’s, and
other localities.

"“In 1850 I took a part in a burglary in
a shop in the south-side of the metro-
polis along with two other parties. One
went inside, and the others were on the
watch without. We got access to the shop
by the back-yard of a neighbouring public-
house, which is usually effected in this
way. One person goes to-the bar, and gets
into conversation with the barmaid, while
one or more of their ¢ pals’ takes a favour-
able opportunity of slipping back into the
vard or court behind the house. This is
often done about a quarter of an hour, or
half an hour, before the house is shut up.
The party who kept the barmaid in con-
versation, would go to the back of the
house, and assist the other burglar who
was to enter the house in getting over the
wall. So soon as this is effected, his other
¢pal’ comes out again. If the wall can be
easily climbed, the party who enters lurks
concealed in the water-closet, or some of
the outhouses, till the time of effecting the
burglary.

“ The house intended to be entered is
sometimes five or six houses away from
this public-house, and sometimes the next
house to it.

“ When all is ready, the outside man
gives the signal. . The signal given from
the front, such as a cough or otherwise,
can be heard by his confederate behind the
house. On hearing it the latter begips his
work. In this instance the burglar en-
tered the premises by cutting open the
shutters of a window in the first floor to
the back. He then cut a pane of glass,
'and removed the catch, and went down
stairs into the shop, and took from a desk
about 60/ in money, with several valuable
snuff-boxes and other articles. He had to
wait till the morning before he could get out.
The police seemed to have a suspicion
that all was not right, but he got out of the
shop about the time when the police were
changed.

glary, committed in the same year in the
West-end in a linendraper’s shop. 1t was
entered from a public-house in the same
manner as in the one described. The same
person was engaged inside, while the others
were stationed outside. The signal to
begin work was given about one o’clock.
He had first to remove an iron bar at the
first floor Janding window to the back,
which he did with his jack. (The bars
had been seen in the day-time, and we
bought this instrument to remove them.)
He removed the bar in ten minutes, cut a
pane of glass, and removed the two catches,
By this means he effected an entry into
the house, and to his surprise found the
drawing-room was left unlocked. He pro-
ceeded there, and got nearly a whole service
of plate. After he had gathered the plate
up, he made his way toward the shop,
cutting through the door which inter-
cepted him. He went to the desk and
found 72/, in silver money, and 12I. in
gold. He also packed up half a dozen of
new shirts and half a dozen of silk hand-
kerchiefs.

“ He was ready to come out of the house,
but a coffee-stall being opposite, and the
policeman taking his coffee there, the out-
side man could not give him the signal for
some time. To the great surprise of the
burglar in the shop, he heard the servant
coming down stairs, when he opened the
door, and rushed suddenly out, while the
policeman was on the kerb near by, He
bade the policeman good morning as he
passed along with two large bundles in his
hands. ;

“ He had not gone fifty yards round the
corner of the street, before the servant
appeared at the door and asked the police-
man as to the person who had just come out.
Along with other two constables he gave
chase to the burglar, buf, being an active,
athletic man, he effected his escape.

“1 was engaged with two others in an-
other burglary in the West-end soon after-
wards, Three persons were engaged in ifi:
one to enter, and other two ‘pals’ to keep
watch. We got access to the house by &
mews, and got on the top of a wall, when
I gave the end of a rope to my companion
to hold by while he slid down on the other
side. The house was entered at the kitchen
window by removing two narrow bars with
the jack, and sliding back the catch. There
was no booty to be found in the kitchen.
On going up-stairs our ‘pal’ got several
pieces of plate, and other articles. On
coming down into the shop, he got a quan-
tity of receipt-stamps with a few postage-

«T was connected with another bur-

stamps. :
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¢"Phe putter up of this robbery was a
sonnection of the people of the house.

«T was connected with another burglary
in the south-side of the metropolis. A
man who frequented a public-house there
put up a burglary in a stationer’s shop.
Two persons were engaged in it, and got
access to the premises to be plundered
from the public-house. He then climbed
several walls, and got access to the shop by
a fanlight from behind. Here we found a
large sum of money in gold and silver,
which had been deposited in a bureau,
some plate, and other articles. His ‘pal’
went to him at half past three, and gave
him the signal, - He came out soon after,
and had only gone a short distance off
when he heard a call for the police, and the
rattle of the policeman was sprung.

« After a desperate struggle with two
constables, he was arrested and taken to
the station, with the stolen property in his
possession. He was tried and found guilty
of committing the burglary, and for as-
saulting the constables by cutting and
wounding them, and was sentenced to
fourteen years’ transportation, having been
four times previously convicted.

«1 have been engaged in many depreda-
tions from 1840 to 1851, many of which
were ¢ put up’ by myself.

““In the year 1851 I was transported
several years for burglary. I returned home
on a ticket of leave in 1854, and was sent
back in the following year for harbouring
an escaped convict. 1 returned home in
1858, at the expiry of my sentence, and
since that time have abandoned my former
criminal life.” -

NARRATIVE OF ANOTHER BURGLAR.

One evening as we had occasion to be in a
narrow dark by-street in St. Giles’s, we
were accosted by a burglar—a returned
convict whom we had met on a former
oceasion in the course of our rambles, We
had repeatedly heard of this person as one
of the most daring thieves in the metro-
polis, and were on the look-out for him at
the very time when he fortunately crossed

our path, He is a fair-complexioned man,
of thirty-two years of age, about 5 feeb
2 inches in height, slim made, with a keen
grey eye. He was dressed in dark trousers,
brown vest, and a grey frock coat buttoned
up to the chin, and a cap drawn over his
eyes. We hesitated at first as to whether
this little man was capable of executing
such venturesome feats; when he led us

court, took off his shoes and stockings, and
ran up a waterspout to the top of a lofty
house, and slid down again with surprising
agility. DBefore we parted that evening, he
was recommended to us by another burglar,
a returned convict, and by another most
intelligent young man, whom we are sorry
to say has been a convicted criminal. He
afterwards paid us a visit, when we were
furnished with the following recital :—

«T was born in the parish of St. Giles’s
in the Fields, in the year 1828. My father
was a soldier in the British service; after
his discharge he lived for some time in the
neighbourhood of St. Giles’s. He was an
Irishman from the county of Limerick.
My mother belonged to Cork. My eldest
sister was married to a plasterer in London ;
my second sister has been sentenced to
four years, and another sister to five years’
transportation, both for stealing watches
on different occasions. I have another
sister, who lately came out of prison after
eighteen months’ imprisonment, and is
now living an honest life.

“T was never sent by my parents io
school, but have learned to read a little by
my own exertions; I have no knowledge
of writing and arithmetic. I was sent out
to get my living at ten years of age by sell-
ing oranges in the streets in a basket, and
was very soon led into bad company.
sometimes plaved at pitch and toss, which
trained me to gamble, and I often lost my
money by this means.

« 1 'often remained out all night, and slept
in the dark arches of the Adelphi on straw
along with some other boys—one of them

1 was a pickpocket who learned me to steal.

Tt was not long before I was apprehended
and committed at the Middlesex Assizes,
and received six months’ imprisonment.

“ At this time ! learned to swim, and
was remarkably expert at it: when tihe
tide was out I often used to swim across
the Thames for sport. [ continued $o pick
pockets occasionally for two years, and was
at one time remanded for a week on a
criminal charge and afterwards discharged.
T used to take ladies’ purses by myself,
and stole handkerchiefs, snuff-boxes, and
pocketbooks from the tails of gentlemen’s
coats. -

«T left my home on the expiry of my six
months’ imprisonment for stealing a pocket-
book. My parents would gladly have taken
me back, but I would not go. At this time
I associated with a number of juvenile
thieves. I had a good suit of clothes,
which had been purchased before I went to
prison, and having a respectable appear-
ance 1 took to shop-lifting. I worked at

along the dark street to an adjoining back-
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this about seven months, when 1 was
arrested for stealing a coat at a shop in the
Borough Road, and was sentenced to three
nionths in Brixton Prison.
“When I got out of prison I went to St.
Giles’s and cohabited with a prostitute. I
was then about seventeen years of age. She
was a fair gitl, about five feet three inches
in height, inclined to be stout,—a very
handsome girl, about seventeen years of age.
Her people lived in Tottenham Court Road,
and were very respectable. She had been
led astray before I met her, through the bad
influence of another girl, and was a common
prostitute. She was very kind-hearted.
She was not long with me when I engaged
with other two persons in a housebreaking
in the West-end of the metropolis. On the
basement of the house we intended to
plunder was a counting-house, while the
upper floors were occupied by the family
as a dwelling-house. Our chief object was
to get to the counting-house, which could
be entered from the back. Our mode of
entering was this.—At one o’clock in the
- morning, one ofgthe party was set to watch
in the street, to give us the signal when
DO ONe Was near—a young man was on

_the watch, while I and another climbed'
up by a waterspout to the roof of the
counting-house. There was no other way
of getting in but by cutting the lead off the
house and making an opening sufficient for
us to pass-through. .

¢ The signal was given to enter the house,
but at this time the policeman saw our
shadow on the roof and sprung his rattle.
" The party who was keeping watch and my
‘pal’ on the roof both got away, but [ hurt
myself in getting down from the house-top
to the street. 1 was apprehended and
lodged in prison, and was tried at Middle-
sex Assizes and sentenced to nine months’
imprisonment.

“ So soon as the time was expired, I met
with another gang of burglars, more expert
than the former. At this time I lived at
Shoreditch, in the East-end of the metro-
polis. Four of us were associated together,
averaging from twenty-two to twenty-three
years of age. We engaged in a burglary in
the City. It was hardto do. I was one of
those selected to enter the shop; we had to
climb over several walls before we reached
the premises we intended to, plunder. We
cut through a panel of the back door. On
finding my way into the shop I opened the
door to my companions. We packed up
some silks and other goods, and remained
there very comfortable till the change of
the policeman in the morning, when a cart

man gave us the signal. We drew the bolts
and brought out the bags containing the
booty, put them into the cart, and elosed
the door after us. We drove off to our
lodgings, and sent for a person to purchase
the goods. We got a considerable sum by
this burglary, which was divided among
us. 1 was then about twenty-two years of
age. Our money was soon expended in
going to theatres and in gambling, and be-
sides.we lived very expensively on the best
viands, with wines and other liquors.

“ We perpetrated another burglary in the
West-end. Three of us were engaged in it ;
one was stationed to watch, while I and
another pal had to goin. We entered an
empty house by skeleton-keys, and got into
the next house ; we lifted the trap off and
got under the roof, and found an under-
trap was fastened inside. We knew we
could do nothing without the assistance of
an umbrella. My comrade went down to
our pal on the watch, and told him to buy
an umbrella from some passer-by, the night
being damp and rainy. We purchased one
from a man in the vicinity for 2s.; my
comrade brought it up to me under the roof.
Having cut away several lathes, I made
an opening with my knife in the plaster,
and inserted the closed umbrella through
it, and opened it with a jerk, to contain the
falling wood and plaster. I broke some of
the lathes off, and tore away some of the
mortar, which fell in the umbrella. We
effected an entry into the house from the
roof. On going over the apartments we did
not find what we expected; after all our
trouble we only got 35/, some trinkets,
and. one piece of plate.

“Burglars become more expert at their
work by experience. Many of them are
connected with some of the first mechanics

can be found they frequently get a key to
fitit. In this way even Chubbs and Bramahs
can be opened, as burglars endeavour to
get keys of this description of locks. They
sometimes give 5I. for the impression of
a single key, and make one of the same
description, which serves for the same
size of such locks on other occasions. An
experienced burglar thereby hes more faci-
Lities to open locks—even those which are
patented. I
. “I was connected with two pals in an-
other burglary in a dwelling-house at' the
West-end. 1t was arranged that I should
enter the house. I was lifted to the top of
a wall about- sixteen feet high, at the back
of the premises, and had to come down by
the ivy which grew on the garden wall; I

was drawn up to the door, and the outside

had to get across another wall. The ivy

in the metropolis. Wherever a patent lock |
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it away to allow me to get over. 1 entered
the house by the window without difficulty,
having removed the catch in the middle
with my knife. On a dressing-table in one
of the bedrooms I found a gold watch, ring
and chain, with 3I. 15s. in money, and
a brace of double-barrelled pistols, which
1 secured. In the drawing-room I found
some desert-spoons, a punch-ladle, and
other pieces of silver plate—I looked to
them to see they had the proper mark
of silver ; I found them to be silver, and
folded themn up carefully and put them
into my pocket. On looking into some
concealed drawers in a cabinet I found a
will and other papers, which I knew were
of no use to me; I put them back in their
place and did not destroy any of them. I
also found several articles of jewellery, and
a. few Irish one-pound notes. I put them
all carefully in my pocket and came to the
front-door. The signal was given that the
cab was ready ; I went out, drew the door
close after me, and went away with the
booty. -

¢ ] entered about half-past eleven o’clock
at night, and came out at half-past two
oclock., I saw a servant-girl sleeping in
the back-kitchen, and two young ladies
in a back-parlour. I did not go up to the
top-floors, but heard them snoring. They
awoke and spoke two or three times, which
made me be careful.

“] went along the passage very softly,in
case 1 should have awakened the two young
ladies in the back parlour as well as the
sérvant in the kitchen. All was so quiet
that the least sound in the world would
have disturbed them.

““T opened the door gently, and came out
when the signalwas given by my comrades.
It was a cold, wet morning, which was
favourable to us, as no one was about the
street to see us, and the policeman was
possibly, as on similar occasions, standing
in some corner smoking his pipe. 1 jumped
into the cab along with my two pals, and
went to Westminster. The booty amounted
to a considerable sum, which was divided
among us. We spent the next three or
four. weeks véry merily along with our
girls. On this occasion we gave the cab-
man two sovereigns for his trouble, whether

drink

“ A short time after, a person came up to
me with whom I had associated, and played
cards over some liquor in the West-end.
He was a young man out of employment.
He thus accosted me, ‘Jim, how are you

was very thick, so that I had to cut part of |

the burglary came off or not, and plenty of

asked me if T had any job on hand. T said
I had not. 1T inquired if he had anything
for me to do. He said he would give me
a turn at the house of an old mistress
of his. He told me the dressing-case with
jewels lay in a back room on a table, but
cautioned me to be very careful the butler
did not see me, as he was often going up
and down stairs. Two of us resolved to
plunder the house. My companion was on
the outside to watch, while I had to enter
the house.

“T got in with a skeleton key while they
were at supper, and got up the stairs with-
out any one observing me. On going to
the back room I was disturbed by a young
lady coming up stairs. I ran up to the
second floor above to hide myself, and
found a bed in the apartment. I concealed
myself underneath the bed, when the lady
and her servant came into the room with a
light. They closed the door and puiled the
curtains down, when the lady began to
undress in presence of the servant. The
servant began to wash her face and neck.
The lady was a beautiful young creature.
While lying under the bed I distinctly saw
the maid put perfume on the lady’s under
linen. She then began to dress and deco-
rate herself, and told the servant she was
going out to her supper. She said she
would nol be home till two or three o’clock
in the morning, and did not wish the ser-
vant to remain up for her, but to leave the
lamp burning. As socon as she and the
waiting-maid had left the room, I got out
of my hiding-place, and on looking around
saw but a small booty, consisting of a
small locket and gold chain; a gold pencil-
case, and silver thimble. As I was return-
ing down stairs with them in my pocket to
get to the first floor back, I got possession
of a case of jewels, which I thought of
great value. I returned to the hall, and
came out about twelve o’clock without any
signal from my comrade.

“On taking the jewels to a person who
received such plunder, he told us they were
of small value, and were not briliiants and
emeralds as we fancied. They were set In
pure gold of the best quality, and only
brought us 221,

“To look at them we fancied they would
have been worth a much higher sum, and
were sadly disappointed.

“Soon after we resolved on another
burglary in the West-end. One kept
watch without while fwo of us entered the
house by a grating underneath the shop
window, and descended into the kitchen by
a rope. We got a signal to work. The

gettingon ¥ 1 answered, ¢ Pretty well.” He
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first thing we did was to lift up the kitchen
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window., When we got in we pulled the
kitchen window down, drew down the
blind, and lighted our taper. We looked
round and saw nothing worth removing.
We went to the staircase to get into the
shop. As we were wrenching open & chest
of drawers, a big cat which happened to be
in the room was afraid of us. We got
pieces of meat out of the safe and threw
them to the cat. The animal was 80 ex-
cited that it jumped up on the mantel-
‘piece, and broke a number of ornaments.
This- disturbed an old gentleman in the
first-floor front. He called out to his
servant, ¢ John, there is somebody in the
house’ We had no means of getting the
door open, and had to go out by the
window. The old gentleman came down
stairs in his nightgown with a brace of
pistols, just as we were going out of the
window. He fired, but missed us. I
‘umped so hastily that I hurt my bowels,
and was conveyed by my companions in a
cab to Westminster, and lay there for six
weeks in an enfeebled condition. My money
was spent, and as my young woman could
not get any, my companions said you had
better have a meeting of our “pals.” A
friendly meeting was held, and they col-
lected abont 81, to assist me.

“ When [ recovered, to my great loss, my
companion was taken on account of a job
he had been attempting in Regent’s Park.
He was committed to the Old Bailey, tried,
and transported for life. He was a good
pal of mine, and for a time I supported his
wife and children. On another occasion, I
and another comrade met a potman at the
West-end. He asked us for something to
drink, as he said he was out of work. We
did so, and also gave him something to eat.
We entered into conversation with him.
He told us about a house he lately served
in, and said there could be a couple of
hundreds got there or more before the
brewer's bill was paid. We found out
when the brewer’s bill was to be paid. We
asked the man where this money was kept.
He told us that we would find it in the
second-floor back.

“ We made arrangements as to the night
when we would go. Three of us went out
as usual. We found the lady of the house
and her daughter serving at the bar. We
had to pass the bar to go upstairs, There
was a row got up in the tap-room with my
companions. While the landlady ran in to
see what was the matter, and the daughter
ran out for the policeman, I slipped up-
stairs, and got into the room. The police-
man knew one of my companions when he
came in, and at once suspected there was

some design. He asked if there had been
any more besides these two. The landlady
sald there was another. I was coming
down stairs with the cash-box when I heard
this conversation. The constable asked
leave to search the house. I ran with the
cash-box up the staircase, and looked in
the back room to see if there was any place
to get away, but there was none. I took
the cash-box up to the front garret, and
was trying to break it open, but in the con-
fusion I could not. ~ 3

T fled out of the garret windowand got
on the roof to hide from the policeman.
My footsteps were observed on the carpet
and on the gutters as I went out and
slipped in the mud on theroof. I intended
to throw the cash-box to my companions,
but they gave me the signal to get away. I
had just time to take my boots off, when
another constable came out of the garret
window of the other house. I had no other
alternative but to get along the roof where
they could not follow me, and besides I was
much nimbler than they. I went to the
end of the row-of houses, and did not go
down the garret window near me, Seeing
a waterspout leading to a stable-yard, I
slipt down it, and climbed up_another
spout to the roof of the stable. I lay there
for five hours till the police changed.

“] managed to get down and went into
the stable-yard, when the stable-man cried
out, ‘Hollo! here he is.” I saw there was
no alternative but to fight for it. Ihada
jemmy in my pocket. He laid hold of me,
when [ struck him on the face with if, and
he fell to the ground. I fled to the door,
and came out into the main street, returned
into Piccadilly, and passed through the
Park gatés. On coming home fo West-
minster I found one of my comrades had
not come home. We sent to the police-
station, and learned he was there. We
sent him some provisions, and he gave us
notice in a piece of paper concealed in
some bread that I should keep out of the
way as the police were after me, which
would aggravate his case.

T then went to live at Whitechapel.
Meantime some clever detectives were on
my track, from information they received
from the girls we used to cohabit with.
We heard of this from a quarter some
would not suspect. He told us to keep out
of the way, and that he would let us know
should he get any further information. At
last my companion was committed for
trial, tried, and sentenced to seven years’
transportation. I did not join in any other
burglary for some time after this, as tbe
police were vigilantly looking for me. 1

-
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kept myself concealed in the house of a
cigar-maker in Whitechapel.

“ Another pal and I went one evening to
a public-house in Whitechapel. My pal
was a tall, athletic young fellow, of about
nineteen years, handsomely dressed, with
gold ring and pin, intelligent and daring.
We had gone in to have a glass of rum-and-
water, when we saw a sergeant belonging to
a regiment of the line sitting in front of
the bar. He asked us if we would have
anything to drink. We said we would.
He called for three glisses of brandy-and-
water, and asked my companion if he would
take a cigar. He did so. The sergeant
said he was a fine young man, and would
make an excellent soldier. On this he
pulled out a purse of money and looked
at the time on his gold watch. My com-
rade looked to me and gave me a signal,
at the same time saying to the soldier,
“Sergeant, I'll ’list.” He took the shilling
offered him, and pretended to give him
his name and address, giving a false alies,
iq that he should not be able to trace

ira.

“ He called for half a pint of rum and
water, and put down the shilling he re-
ceived. from the sergeant. We took him
into the bagatelle-room, and tried to get
him to play with us, as we had a num-
ber of counterfeit sovereigns and forged
cheques about us. He would not play es-
cept for a pint of halfand-half, "On this
he left us, and went in the direction of the
barracks in Hyde Park. My comrade said
to me, * We shall not leave him till we
have plundered him.’ I was then the
worse for liquor. We followed him.
When he reached the Park gates I whis-
pered to my companion that I iwould ga-
rotte him if he would assist me. He
gaid he would. On this I sprung at his
neck. Being a stronger man than I, he
struggled violently. I still kept hold of
him until he became senseless.” My com-
panion took his watch, his pocket-book,
Papers, and money, consisting of some
Pleces of gold, and a 51. note. We sold
the‘ gold watch and chain for 81,

“Along with my pal, I went into a
sk1ttl§-groi1nd in the City to have a game
at skittles by ourselves, when two skittle-
sharps who knew us well quarrelled with us
about the game. My companion and I
made a bet with them, which we lost,
chiefly owing to my fauit, which irritated
him, He said, ‘Never mind; there is
more money in the world, and we will have
ﬁlel‘e 1911g, or they shall have us.” One of
the sklttle-§ha1-ps said to us insultingly,

Go and thieve for more, and we will play

you.” On this we got angry at them, M
pal took up his life-preserver, and strucli
the skittle-sharp on the head.

“A policeman was sent for to apprehend

him. I put the life-preserver in the fire as |

the door was shut on us, and we could not
get away. On the policeman coming in my
pal was to be given in charge by the land-
lord and landlady of the house. The
skittle-sharp who had been struck rose up
bleeding, and said to the landlord and
landlady, ¢ What do you know of the affair ?
Let us settle the matter between ourselves.’
The policeman declined to interfere. We
took brandy-and-water with the skittle-
sharps, and parted in the most friendly
terms.

“ One day we happened to see s gentleman
draw a pocket-book out of his coat-pocket,
and relieve a poor crossing-sweeper with a
piece of silver. He returned it into his
pocket. I said to my pal, ‘ Here is a piece
of money for us.” I followed after him and
came up to him about Regent’s Park, put
my hand into his coat-pocket, seized the
pocket-book, and passed it to my comrade.
An old woman who kept an apple-stall had
seen me ; and when my back was turned
went up and told the gentleman. The
latter followed us until he saw a policeman,
while I was not aware of it ; being eager to
Imow the contents of the pocket-book I
had handed to my comrade, he being at the
time in distress. We went into a public-
house to see the contents, and called for a
glass of brandy-and-water. We found there
were three 10/ notes and a 5l note, and
two sovereigns, with some silver., The
policeman meantime came in and seized
my hand, and at the same time took the
pocket-book from me before I had time to
prevent him. '

“The gentleman laid hold of my com-
panion, but was struck to the ground by
the latter. He then assisted to rescue me
from the policeman. By the assistance of
the potman and a few men in the taproom,
they overpowered me, but my comrade got
away. I was taken to the police court and
commitied for trial, and was afterwards
tried and sentenced to seven years frans-
portation. '

“On one occasion, after my return from
transportation, I and a companion of mine
met a young woman we were well ac-
quainted with who belonged to our own
class of Irish cockneys. She was then a
servant in a family next door to a surgeon.

-She asked us how we were getting on, and

treated us to brandy. We asked her if we
could rifle her mistress’s house, when she
said she was very kind to her, and she
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would not permit us to hurt a hair of her
head or to take away a farthing of her
property. Shetold us there was a surgeon
who lived next door—a young man who
was out at all hours of the night, and
sometimes all night. She informed us
there was nobody in the house but an old
servant who slept up stairs in a garret.

““The door opened by a latch-key, and
when the surgeon.was out the gas was
generally kept rather low in the hall. We
watched him go out one evening at eleven
o’clock, applied a key to the door, and
entered the house. The young woman
promised to give us the signal when the
surgeon came in. We had not been long
in when we heard the signal given. 1
got under the sofa in his surgical room;
the gas used to burn there all night
while he was out. My companion was
behind a chest of drawers which stood
at a small distance from the wall. As
the surgeon came in I saw him take his
hat off, when he sat down on the sofa
above me.

“ As he was taking his boots off, he bent
down and saw one of my feet under the
sofa. He Iaid hold of it, and dragged me
from under the sofa. He was a strong
man, and kneeled on my back with my face
turned to the floor. 1 gave a signal to my
companion behind him, who struck him a
violent blow on the back, not to hurt him,
but to stun him, which felled him to
the floor. I jumped up and ran out of the
door with my companion. He ran after us
and followed us through the street while I
ran in my stockings. Our female friend,
the servant, had the presence of mind and
courage to run into the house and get my
boots. She carried them into the house of
her employer, and then looked out and
gave the alarm of ‘Thieves!” We got a
booty of 431,

“One night I went to an Irish penny
ball in St. Giles’s, and had a dance with a
young Irish girl of-about nineteen years of
age. This was the first time she saw me.
T was a good dancer, and she was much
pleased with me. She was a beautiful and
handsome girl—a costermonger, and a good
dancer. We went out and had some in-
toxicating liquor, which she had not been
used to. She wished me to make her a
present of a white silk handkerchief, with
the shamrock, rose, and thistle on it, and a
harp in the middle, which I could not
refuse her. She gave me in exchange a
green handkerchief from her neck. We
corresponded after this for some time. She
did not know then that I was a burglar and
thief. She asked me my occupation, and I

told her I was a pianoforte maker, One
night I asked her o come out with me to
go to a penny Irish ball. I kept her out
late, and seduced her. She did not go
back to her friends any more, but cohabited
with me.

“One night after this we went to a
public singing-room, and I got jealous by
her taking notice of another young man,
I did not speak to her that night about it.
Next morning I told her it was better that
she should go home to her friends, as I
would not live with her any more.

“She cried over it, and afterwards went
home. Her friends got her a situation in
the West-end as a servant, but she was
pregnant at the time with a child to me,
She was not long in service before her
young master fell in love with her, and
kept her in fashionable style, which he has
continued to do ever since. She now lives
in elegant apartments in the West-end,
and her boy, my son, is getting a college
education. I do not take any notice of
them now,

“ One night on my return from transport-
ation I met two old associates. They
asked me how I. was, and told me they
were glad to see me. They inquired how
I was getting on. I told them I was not
getting along very well. They asked me if
I was associated with any one. T told them
I was not, and was willing to go out with
them to a bit of work. These men were
burglars, and wished me to join them in
plundering a shop in the metropolis. I
told them I did not mind going with them.
They arranged I should enter the shop
along with another ¢pal, and the other
was to keep watch. On the night ap-
pointed for the work we met an old watch-
man, and asked him what o’clock it was.
One of our party pretended to be drunk,
and said he would treat him to two or
three glasses of rum. Meantime I and my
companion entered the house by getting
over a back wall and entering a window
there by starring the glass, and pulling the
catch back. When we got in we did not
require to break open any lockfast. We
packed up apparel of the value of 60L
We remained in the shop till six o’clock,
when the change of officers took place.
The door was then unbolted—a cab was
drawn up to the shop. I shut the door
and went off in one direction on foot, while
one ‘pal’ went off in a eab, and the other
to the receiver at Whitechapel.

“1 bave been engaged in about eighteen
burglaries besides other depredations, some
of them in fashionable shops and dwelling-
houses in the West-end.  Some of them
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have been effected by skeleton keys, others
by climbing waterspouts, at which I am
considered to be extraordinary mimble, and
others by obtaining an entry through the
doors or windows. I have been imprisoned
seven times in London and elsewhere, and
have been twice transported. Altogether

I bave been in prison for about fourteen
years.

“My first wife died broken-hearted the
second time 1 was transported. Since I

wife and family,”

Ox taking up this subject, although it is
treated comprehensively in another part
of this work, we found it impossible to
draw an exact distinction between prosti-
tution and the prostitute thieves. Even
at the risk of a little repetition we now
give a short resumé of the whole subject,
dwelling particularly on the part more
especially in our province—the Prostitute
Thieves of London.

The prostitution of the metropolis, so
widely ramified Iike a deadly upas tree
over the length and breadth of its districts,
may be divided into four classes, deter-
mined generally by the personal qualities,
bodily and mental, of the prostitute, by
the wealth and position of the person who
supports her, and by the localities in which
she resides and gaius her ignoble liveli-
hood.

The first class consists of those who are
supported by gentlemen in high position
in society, wealthy merchants and profes-
sional men, gentry aud nobility, and are
kept as s-clusives.

The second class consists of the better
educated and more genteel girls, who live in
open prostitution, some of them connected
with respectable middle-class families.

The third class is composed of domestic
servants and the daughters of labourers,
mechanics, and others in the humbler
walks in life,

The fourth class comprises old worn-out
prostitutes sunk in poverty and debase-
ment,

We may take each class of prostitutes
and illustrate it in the order set down,
extending our field of observation over the
wide districts of the metropolis ; or we may
Select several leading districts as represent-
atives of the whole, and proceed in more
inute detail. We adopt the latter plan, as
It presents us with a fuller and more graphic
view of the subject.

The first class consists of young ladies,

— ———— R———

In many cases well-educated and well-con-

PROSTITUTE THIEVES,

nected, such as the daughters of professional
men, physicians, lawyers, clergymen, and
military officers, as well as of respectable
farmers, merchants, and other middle-class
people, and governesses; also of many per-
sons possessed of high personal attractions
—ballet-girls, milliners, dressmakers and
shop-girls, chambermaids and table-maids
in aristocratic families or at first-class
hotels. Many of them are brought from
happy homes in the provinces to London
by fashionable villains, military or civilian,

to their lust. Others are seduced in the
metropolis while residing with their parents,
or when pursuing theiravocationsin shops,
dwelling-houses, or hotels.

Many a young lady from the provinces
has been entrapped by wealthy young men,
frequently young military officers, who
have met them at ball-rooms, where they
may have shone in all the beauty of health
and innocence, the darlings of their home,
the pride of their parents’ hearts, and the
““cynosure of every eye,” or these fashion-
able rakes may have got introduced to
their families, and been shown marked
kindness. But in return they entice the
poor girls from their parents, dishonour
‘them, and destroy the peace of their homes
for ever.

Many young ladies possessing fair accom-
plishments are also entrapped in the metro-
polis—at the Argyle Rooms, Holborn As-
sembly-room, and other fashionable resorts.
In many cases pretty young girlsyservants
in noblemen’s families, barmaids, waiting-
maids in hotels, and chambermaids, may
have attracted the attention of gay gentle-
men who had induced them to cohabit
with them, or to live in apartments pro-
vided for them, where they are kept in
grand style. Some are maintained at the
rate of 800L a year, keep a set of servants,
drive out in their brougham, and occasion-
ally ride in Rotten Row. Others are sup-

| ported at still greater expense.

came home thig last time I have lived an |
honest, industrious life with my second |

and basely seduced, and kept to minister
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As a general rule they do not live in the
same house with the gentleman, though
sometimes they do. Such women are often
kept by wealthy merchants, officers in the
army, members of the House of Com-
mons and House of Peers, and others in
high life. _

As a rule gay ladies keep faithful to the
gentlemen who support them. Many of
them ride in Rotten Row with a groom be-
hind them, attend the theatres and operas,
and go to Brighton, Ramsgate, and Margate,
and over to Paris.

When the young women they fancy
are not well educated, tutors and gover-
nesses are provided to train them in accom-
plishments, to enable them to move with
elegance and grace in the drawing-room, or
te travel on the Continent. They are
taught French, music, drawing, and the
higher accomplishments.

Sometimes these girls belong to the
lower orders of society, and may have been
selected for their beanty and fascination.
The daughter of a labouring man, a beauti-
ful girl, is kept by a gentleman in high po-
sition at St. John's Wood at the rate of
800!. a year. Shehasnowreceived a lady’s
education, rides in Rotten Row, has a set
of servants, moves in certain fashionable
circles, keeps aloof from the gaiety of
the Haymarket, and lives as though she
were a married woman.

Letus take anotherillustration. A young
girl was brought up to London several
years ago by a military man. He kept her
for three weeks, and then left her in 2
coffee-shop in Panton Street as a dressed
lodger. She hassince been kept at Chelsea
by a gentleman in a Government situation,
and occasionally drives out in her chaise
with her groom behind. She frequents the
Argyle Roomsand the cafés, the Carlton
supper-rooms, and Sally’s. She was brought
away from the provinces when she was
seventeen, and is now about twenty-five
years of age.

These females are kept from ages varying
from sixteen and upwards, and live chiefly
in the suburbs of the metropolis—Bromp-
ton, Chelsea, St. John’s Wood, Haverstock
Hill, and on the Hampstead Road.

This class of ladies are often kept by
elderly men, military, naval, or otherwise,
some of them having wives and families,
In such cases the former sometimes have 2
younger fancy-man., They visit him by
private arrangement, and keep it very
quiet. Occasionally such things do come
to light, and the elderly gentlemen part
with them.

satins, and muslins, in most fashionable
style, glittering with costly jewellery, per-
haps of the value of 150/, like the first
ladies in the land. Sometimes they become
intemperate, and are abandoned by their
paramours, and in the course of a short
time pawn their jewels and fine dresses,
and betake themselves to prostitution in
the Waterloo Road, and ultimately go with
the most degraded labouring men for a few
coppers.

Many of them are very unfortunate, and
are discarded by the gentlemen who sup-
port them on the slightest caprice, perhaps
to give way to some other young woman.
To secure his object he occasionally mal-
treats her, and attempts to create a mis-
understanding between them, or he absents
himself from her for a time, meantime tak-
ing care to introduce some person stealthily
into her company to ensnare her, and find
some pretext to abandon her, so that her
friends may have no ground for an action
at law against him.

In some instances these females after
having run their fashionable careeer, get
married ; in others they may have managed
to save some money to provide for the
fature. But in too many cases they are

heartlessly abandoned by the men who
formerly supported them, and glide down
step by step into lower degradation, till
many of them come to the workhouse, or
the hospital, or to sume secluded garret,
or it may be rush into a suicide’s grave.
Volumes might be written on this tragical
theme, where fact would far transcend the
heart-rending recitals of fiction. -

Having briefly adverted to the higher
order of prostitutes, kept as seclusives by
men of wealth, high station, and title, we
shall now turn our attention to the open
prostitutes who traverse the streets of the
metropolis for their livelihood. With this
view, we shall not treat first of the lower
order of prostitutes, and proceed to the
higher, but keeping in mind the prineiple
with which we started—the progressive
downward nature of crime,—we shall com-
mence at the higher order of prostitutss,
and afterwards notice the more debased.
At the same time we shall select several
of the more prominent localities as a
sample of the whole districts of this vast
metropolis. We shall notice the Hay-
market, Bishopgate Street, and Waterloo
Road, the Parks, Westminster, and Rat-
cliff Highway. We shall first advert to

THE PROSTITGTES OF THE HAYMARKET.
A STRANGER on his coming to London,

They dress very expensively in silks,

after visiting the Crystal Palace, British
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Museum, St. James’s Palace, and Bl_lclging-
ham Palace, and other public buildines,
seldom leaves the capital before he makes
an evening visit to the Haymarket and Re-
gent Street, Struck as he is with the dense
%hrong of people who crowd along London
Bridge, Fleet Street, Cheapside, Holborn,
Oxford Street, and the Strand,. perhaps no
sight makes a more striking impression on
his mind than the brilliant gaiety of
Regent Street and the Haymarket. It is
not only the architectural splendour of the
aristocratic streets in that neighbourhood,
but the btilliant illumination of the shops,
cafés, Turkish divans, assembly halls, and
concert rooms, and the troops of elegantly
dressed courtesans, rustling in silks and
satins, and waving in laces, promenading
along these superb streets among throngs

rently of every order and pursuit, from the
ragged crossing-sweeper and tattered shoe-
black'to the high-bred gentleman of fashion
and scion of nobility.

Not to speak of the first class of kept
women, who are supported by men of opu-
lence and rank in the privacy of their own
dwellings, the whole of the other classes
are to be found in the Haymarket, from
the beautiful girl with fresh blooming
cheek, newly arrived from the proviuces,
and the pale, elegant, young lady from a
milliner's shop in the aristocratic West-
end, to the old, bloated women who have
grown grey in prostitution, or become in-
valid through venereal disease.

We shall first advert to the highest class
who walk the Haymarket, which in our
general classification we have termed the
second class of prostitutes.

They consist of the better educated and
more genteel girls, some of them connected
with respectable middle-class families, We
do not say that they are well-educated and
genteel, but either well-educated or gen-
teel. Some of these girls have a fine ap-
pearance, and are dressed in high style,
yet are poorly educated, and have sprung
from an humble origin. Others, who are
more plainly dressed, have had a lady’s
education, and some are not so brilliant in
their style, who have come from a middle-
class home. Many of these girls have at
one time been milliners or sewing girls in
genteel houses in the West-end, and have
been seduced by shopmen, or by gentlemen
of the town, and after being ruined in
character, or having quarrelled with their
relatives, may have taken to a life of pros-
titution ; others have been waiting maids
n hotels, or in service in good families,
and have been seduced by servants in the

e

of fashionable people, and persons appa-.

family, or by gentlemen in the house, and
betaken themselves to a wild life of plea-
sure. A considerable number have come
from the provinces to London, with un-
principled young men of their acquaintance,
who after a short time have deserted them,
and some of them have been enticed by
gay gentlemen of the West-end, when on
their provincial tours. Others have come
to the metropolis in search of work, and
been disappointed. After spending the
money they had with them, they have re-
sorted to the career of a common prosti-
tute. Others have come from provincial
towns, who had not & happy home, with
a stepfather or stepmother. Some are
young milliners and dressmakers at one
time it business in town, but being unfor-
tunate, are now walking the Haymarket. In
addition to these, many of them are se-
clusives turned away or abandoned by the
persons who supported them, who have
recourse 10 a gay life in the West-end
There are also a considerable number of
French girls, and a few Belgian and
German prostitutes who promenade this
locality. You see many of them walking
along in black silk cloaks or light grey
mantles—many with silk paletots and wide
skirts, extended by an ample crinoline,
looking almost like a pyramid, with the
apex terminating at the black or white
satin bonnet, trimmed with waving ribbons
and gay flowers. Some are to be seen with
their cheeks ruddy with rouge, and here and
there a few rosy with health, Many of them
looking cold and heartless ; others with an
interesting appearance. We observe them
walking up and down Regent Street and
the Haymarket, often by themselves, one
or more in company, sometimes with a
gallant they have picked up, calling at the
wine-vaults or restaurants to get a glass of
wine or gin, or sitting down in the brilliant
coffee-rooms, adorned with large mirrors,
to a-cup of good bohea or coffee. 1Many of
the more faded prostitutes ofthis class fre-
quent the Pavilion to meet gentlemen and
enjoy the vocal and instrumental music
over some liquor. Others of higher style
proceed to the Alhambra Music Hall, or to
the Argyle Rooms, rustling in splendid
dresses, to spend the time till midnight,
when ‘they accompany the gentlemen they
may have met there to the expensive
supper-rooms and night - houses which
abound in the neighbourhood.

In the course of the evening, we see
many of the girls proceeding with young
and middle aged, and sometimes silver-
headed frail old men, to Osenden Street,

Panton Street, and James Street, near the
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Haymarket, where they enter houses of
accommodation, which they prefer to going
with them to their lodgings. Numbers of
French girls may be seen in the Hay-
market, and the neighbourhood of Tich-
bourne Street and Great Windmill Street,
many of them in dark silk paletots and
white or dark silk bonnets, frimmed with
gay ribbons and flowers, or walking up
Regent Street in the neighbourhood of All
Souls’ Church, Langham Place, and Port-
land Place, or coming down Regent Street
to Waterloo Place and Pall Mall, and hover-
ing near the palatial mansions or the Clubs;
or they might be seen decoying gents to
their apartments in Queen Street, off
Regent’s Quadrant, from which Ilocality
they were lately forcibly ejected by the
police. Most of these French girls have
bullies, or what they term by a softer term
‘fancy men,’ who cohabit with them.
These base wretches live on the prostitu-
fion of these miserable giils,—hang as
loafers in their houses or about the streets,
and many of them, as we might expect, are
gamblers and swindlers. Several of them,
we blush to say, are political refugees,
exiles for fighting at the barricades of
Paris, for the liberty of their country;
while they live here with courtesans in
the purlieus of Haymarket, in the most
infamous and degrading of all bondage.
The generality of the girls of the Hay-
market have no bullies, but live in furnished
apartments—one or more—in various loca-
lities of the metropolis. Many live in
Dean Street, Soho, Gerrard Street, Soho,
King Street, Soho, and Church Street,
Soho, in Tennison Street, Waterloo Road,
at Pimlico and Chelsea, several of the
streets leading into Fitzroy Square, and
other neighbourhoods, and pay a weekly
rent varying from seven shillings to a guinea,
which has to be regularly paid on the day
it is due. In many cases little forbearance
is shown by their heartless landladies, Many
of these girls have gentlemen who statedly
visit them at their lodgings, some of
whom are married men. Most of them are
very thoughtless and extravagant, with
handfuls of money to-day, and in poverty
and miserable straits to-morrow, driven to
the necessity of pawning their dresses.
Hence there are many changes in their
life. At one time they atre in splendid
dress, and at another time in the humblest
attire ; occasionally they are assisted by men
who are interested in them, and restored
to “their former position, when they get
their clothes out of the hands of the pawn-
broker. Their living is very precarious, and
many of them are occasionally exposed to

privation, degradation, and misery, as they
are very improvident. They are irequently
treated to splendid suppers in the Hay-
market and its vicinity, where they sit
surrounded with splendour, partaking of
costly viands amid lascivious smiles; but
the scene is changed when you follow them
to their own apartments in Soho or Chel-
sea, where you find them "during the day,
lolling drowsily on their beds, in tawdry
dress, and in sad dishabille, with dishe-
velled hair, seedy-looking countenance, and
muddy, dreary eyes — their voices fre-
quently hoarse with bad humour and
misery.

- Large sums of money are spent in luxu-
rious riot in the Haymarket ; but it has not
been so much frequented by the gentry and
nobility for several years past, although
considerable numbers are to be seen in
the sumamer and winter seasons.

Strange midnight scenes were wort to be
seen occasionally in Queen Street, Regent
Street, where the French girls reside. Let
us take an illustration. Some fast man—
young or middle aged—goes with them to
the cafés and music halls, perhaps pro-
ceeds to the supper rooms, and after an
expensive supper, retires with them to
their domicile in Queen Street. Meantime
their bully keeps out of sight, or sneaks
behind the bed-room door. In many cases,
not contented with the half-guinea or
guinea given them, their usual hire for
prostitution, they demand more money
from their victim. On his declining to
give it, they refuse to submit to his plea-
sure, and will not return him his money.
The bully is then called up, and the silly
dupe is probably unceremoniously turned
out of doors.

_ There are few felonies committed by this
class of prostitutes, as such an imputation
would be fatal to their mode of livelihood
in this district, where they are generally
known, and can be easily traced.

The second class of prostitutes, who
walk the Haymarket—the third class in our
classification—generally come from the
lower orders of society, They consist of
domestic servants of .3 plainer order, the
daughters of labouring people, and some of
a still lower class. Some of these girls are
of a very tender age—from thirteen years
and upwards. You see them wandering
along Leicester Square, and about the Hay-
market, Tichbourne Street, and Regent

Street. Many of them are dressed in a -

light cotton or merino gown, and ill-suited
crinoline, with light grey, or brown cloak,
or mantle. Some with pork-pie hat, and
waving feather—white, blue, or red ; others
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with a slouched straw-hat. Some of them
walk with a timid look, others with efiron-
tery. Some have a look of artless innocence
and ingenuousness, others very pert, callous,
and artful. Some have good features and
fine figures, others are coarse-looking and
dumpy, their features and accent indicating
that they are Irish cockneys. They pros-
titute themselves for a lower price, and
haunt those disreputable coffee-shops in the
neighbourhood of the Haymarket and Lei-
cester Square, where you may see the
blinds drawn down, and the lights burning
dimly within, with notices over the door,
that  beds are to be had within.”

Many of those young girls —some of
them good-looking — cohabit with young
pickpockets about Drury Lane, St. Giles’s,
Gray’s Inn Lane, Holborn, and other locali-
ties—young lads from fourteen to eighteen,
groups of whom may be seen loitering
about the Haymarket, and often speaking
to them. Numbers of these girls are artful
and adroit thieves, They follow persons
into the dark by-streets of these localities,
and are apt to pick his pockets, or they
rifle his person when in the bedroom with
him in low coffee-houses and brothels.
Some of these girls come even from Pimlico,
Waterloo Road, and distant parts of the
metropolis, to share in the spoils of fast life
in the Haymarkef. They occasionally take
watches, purses, pins, and handkerchiefs
from their silly dupes who go with them
into those disreputable places, and fre-
quently are not easily traced, as many of
them are migratory in their character.

The third and lowest class of prostitutes
in the Haymarket— the fourth in our
classification—are worn-out prostitutes or
other degraded women, some of them
matried, yet equally degraded in character.

These faded and miserable wretches skulk
about the Haymarket, Regent Street, Lei-
cester Square, Coventry Street, Pauton
Street and Piccadilly, cadging from the
fashionable people in the street and from
the prostitutes passing along, and some-
times retire for prostitution into dirty low
courts near St. James’ Street, Coventry
Court, Long’s Court, Barl’'s Court, and
Cranbourne Passage, with shop boys, errand
lads, petty thieves, and labouring men, for
a few paltry coppers. Most of them steal
when they can get an opportunity. Occa-
sionally g, base coloured woman of this class
may be seen in the Haymarket and its
vicinity, cadging from the gay girls and
gentlemen in the streets. Many of the
poor girls are glad to pay her a sixpence
occasionally to get rid of her company, as

gentlemen are often scared away from

them by the intrusion of this shameless
hag, with her thick lips, sable black skin,
leering countenance and obscene disgusting
tongue, resembling a lewd spirit of dark-
ness from the nether world,

Numbers of the women kept by the
wealthy and the titled may occasionally
be seen in the Haymarket, which is the
only centre in the metropolis where all the
various classes of prostitutes meet. They
attend the Argyle Rooms and the Alham-
bra, and frequently indulge in the gaieties
of the supper rooms, where their broughams
are often seen drawn up at the doors. In
the more respectable circles they may be
regarded with aversion, but they here
reign as the prima-donnas over the fast life
of the West-end.

Occasionally genteel and beautiful girls
in shops and workrooms in the West-end,
milliners, dressmakers, and shop girls, may
be seen flitting along Regent Street and
Pall Mall, like bright birds of passage, to
meet with some gentleman on ¢he sly, and
to obtain a few quickly-earned guineas to
add to their scanty salaries. Sometimes
a fashionable young widow, or beautiful
young married woman, will find her way in
those dark evenings to meet with some
rickety silver-headed old captain loitering
about Pall Mall. Such things are not
wondered at by those acquainted with high
life in London.

We now come to take a survey of -the

-general state of prostitution which prevails

over the metropolis, having Bishopgate,
Shoreditch, and Waterloo Road more parti-
cularly in our eye as a sample of the other
districts. These prostitutes in genera.
reside in the dingy lanes and courts off the
main streets in these localities, and have
small bed-rooms poorly furnished, for which

they pay four shillings and upwards a-week.

They live in disreputable houses, occupied
from the basement to the attics by prosti-
tutes—some young, others more elderly;
some living alone, others cohabiting with
some low wretch of a man, a *“fail”
pickpocket, labourer, or low mechanie.

The prostitutes of these localities gene-
rally belong to the third and fourth class.
The better educated and more genteel girls
who live by prostitution in most cases go
to the Haymarket. Numbers may oc-
casionally be seen in the neighbourhood of
the Bank of England, at Islington, near the
Angel tavern, in the City Road, New North
Road, Paddington, at the Elephant and
Castle, and other localities; thoqgh in
most cases they only come out occasionally
on the sly, and are engaged in shops,
factories, warerooms, and workrooms, dur-
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ing the day, or secluded in their houses,
supported by tradesmen, mechanics, shop-
men, clerks, or others, and only live par-
tially by prostitution.

‘We shall refer to the two classes of open
prostitutes generally to be seen over the
various districts of the metropolis, such as
those residing in the disreputable neigh-
bourhoods we have meritioned. Some of
the better class have the appearance of girls
who serve in coffee-houses, barmaids, and
servants, and others of the lower orders.
Numbers of them are good-looking and
tolerably well dressed. Some have been
ironing girls, and others have sold small
wares on the streets, and been engaged in
similar employment.

Many of these unfortunate girls have
redeeming traits in their character. Some
are kind-hearted and honest, and not a few
are even generous and self-denying, The
great mass, however, are unprincipled
and base, ever ready to take an advantage
when an opporfunity occurs. The vast
majority of them are thieves, similar to the
third class we have sketched in the Hay-
market. They not only steal from the
persons they meet on the street under the
dark cloud of mnight in by-streets and
courts, but take men to their houses, and
plunder them. They rifle the pockets of
those who go for a short time with them,
and steal their gold pins, watches, and
money. This is generally done in low
houses of accommodation. They frequently
decamp with the clothes of their victim,
who has taken a bed with them for the
night, and leave him in a strange house in
a state of nudity. Married men frequently
get into this sad predicament, but the
matter is mm most cases hushed up. When
it does get -abroad, the party robbed,
to screen his profligacy from his wife and
relatives, pretends in many cases that he
has been drugged.

These prostitutes, some of them good-
looking and handsome, often accost men in
the street, retire with them into some by-
lane or by-street, and patter about their
pockets, while they encourage him to use
indecent freedoms with their persons ; and
while they inflame his passions, rifle his
pockets, and decamp with his money. This
18 frequently done in cases where the man
does not have carnal connection with them.

They are generally dressed in a light cot-
ton or merino gown, a light or brown mantle,
a straw bonnet trimmed with gaudy rib-
bons and flowers, and sometimes with a
pork-pie hat and white or red feather.

Some of these girls in those lower locali-
ties have better traits in their character

——

than many of the more brilliant-dressed

girls in the Haymarket, and are sometimes
better looking. Not a few of them are
very sedate, and will not go with any man
whom they do not like. But there are

many others more unscrupulous.

When they meet a man the worse of
liquor, they decoy him into a brothel and

get his money from him, when they try to

get up a quarrel with him, and run off

crying out they are ill-used by the man.
They do this frequently where they do not
allow the drunken man to have carnal
dealings with them—not from a lustful
purpose, but to get his money or other
property.

These girls are fifteen years of age and
upwards. Some of them, if good-looking,
get married, and are rescued from the jaws
of prostitution. Others linger on for a
time with shattered constitutions, wasted
by grief, want, anxiety, and irregular life,
and glide into premature graves. Others
are sheltered in workhouses, while a con-
siderable number become withered or
brutal, and degenerate into the lowest class
of abandoned women.

We come now fo treat of the lowaest
class of prostitutes—those old women of
the town who prowl about the thorougfares
and main streets, chiefly in the evenings
and at midnight. They are often dressed
in a shabby, dirty cotton skirt, faded dark
bonnet, and old shoes ; some bloated, dis-
sipated, and brutal in appearance; others
pale and wasted by want and suffering
Many of them resort to “bilking” for a
livelihood, that is, they inveigle persons to
low houses of bad fame, but do not allow
them to have criminal dealings with them.
Possibly the bodies of some may be covered
with dreadful disease, which they take
caré to conceal. While in these houses
they often indulge in the grossest inde-
cencies, too abominable to be mentioned,
with old grey-headed men on the very edge
of the grave. Many of these women are
old convicted thieves of sixty years of age
and upwards. Strange to say, old men and
boys go with these withered crones, and
sometimes fashionable gentlemen on a
lark are to be seen walking arm in arm with
them, and even to enter their houses. Few
of these old women are married, though
many of them cohabit with low coarse fel-
lows, who wink at their conduct, and live
on the proceeds of their obscenities.

For example, in Granby Street, \Waterloo
Road, there were orgies occasionally in-
dulged in by such women, with persons
having the appearance of gentlemen, too
abominable to be mentioned.

These belong to the same class of de-
araded women who walk the Haymarket,
and whom we have described as the most
abandoned of their sex, who go about
cadging and occasionally prostituting them-
selves to boys and degraded labouring men.
They live in the lowest neighbourhoods in

Lower Whiteeross Street, Wentworth
Street, and the low by-streets in Spital-
fields, and in the lowest slumns and by-
streets about the New Cut, Drury Laue,
Westminster, and other low localities, with
dirty, low fellows, dock-labourers, brick-
layers’ labourers, and labourers at the
workyards and wharfs.

They are in general too ugly to come out
during the day with their unwashed slat-
ternly dress, and in the evenings are often
seen prowling as cadgers about the streets,
and even in the dead of night waylaying
and plundering drunken men; somctimes
sneaking about alone, at other times two
in company, and occasionally with a young
simple girl by their side to screen their
villainy.

They often resort to prostitution in the
dark by-streets and courts with the boys
and men who resort to them, which is
seldom or never done by the younger girls,
except by a few outcast or debased crea-
tures among them, who might justly be
comprised in the lowest class.

We now have to notice the *picking-
up’’ women, who generally cohabit with
pickpockets, burglars, clerks, shopmen, and
others. Their object is to get liquor and
money from persons as though they were

tution. For example, we see two well-
dressed young women in the attire of
milliners or dressmakers proceeding along
the City Road in the direction of the Angel
tavern, Islington. - They see a gentleman
pass, and cast a wistful look at him. He
returns the glance. They walk on a short
distance, and look round. The gentleman
It many cases turns round likewise. He
will then get a nod or bow from one of
them. They will walk slowly, and look
round again, On his going up to them,
they will enter into conversation. The
ask the gentleman to treat them, if he
should not first offer to do so. They
will then proceed to a gin-palace, where he
Wil give them possibly a glass of wine.
I:‘Ie will ask one of them where she lives.
She will perhaps reply: “I am afraid to
tell you. If you were to come to my house,
it might come to the knowledge of my hus-
bund, and he would nearly kill me ;” adding
I don’t mind seeing you again, and we

prostitutes, without resorting to prosti--

will then get better acquainted!” TUlti-
mately it may be arranged to o to some

 place which she has chanced to know, for
. the purpose of prostitution, leaving the

other young woman to wait for her out-
side. The gentleman will then possibly
give a sum of money. She will either say

the east end of the metropolis, such as |1t is not sufficient, and will not allow him
to have connection with her, or she may

say she cannot allow him for certain
reasons ; or she may make an excuse that
she requires to go down-stairs on a press-
ing errand for a moment, or to speak to
the landlady, when she decamps. Some-
times robbing him of his watch, or purse,
in addition to the sum he gave her.

If he should raise an alarm the occupier
of the house will request him to give her a
sum of money for the use of the room, and
if there is any objection made to pay it, he
receives ill-treatment and is turned into the
street.

On other occasions a young woman will
pretend she is unmarried, and will, in a
similar ingenious way, endeavour to get
money from parties she meets in the
street, and try to escape in a similar way,
without allowing him to have connection
with her. She frequently manages to steal
his watch and to rifle his pockets while he
may be off his guard.

The object of these women is to get the
wages of prostitution and an opportunity
of stealing, without incurring the anger of
their paramour by prostituting their bodies
to other men. It happens occasionally they
are outwitted, as thelr schemes are begin-
ning to be pretty well known. Their pre-
texts are sometimes evaded, and cases
occur where they yield to prostitution
rather than give back the money they have
received, which classes them among prosti-
tutes and thieves. Some women resort to
this as a shift in case of necessity, while
others pursue it as a mode of livelihood in
different localities of London.

These persons are t0 be foand over the
chief districts of the metropolis; miserable,
poorly-dressed females, as well as respect-
able-looking young women. Some of the
poorer sort are to be found about Shore-
ditch, Whitechapel, Lambeth, and the
Borough. Others of the better sort, in
appearance, are to be met with in the City
Road, New North Road, King s Cross, and
Paddington.

Hired Prostitutes—There are a number
of female prostitutes kept by Jewesses and
English women of low character. These
gitls are dressed in good style, in silks and
light muslin and cotton dresses, with thei r-
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hair put up in ringlets or in fancy nets.
They are mostly from seventeen to twenty-
two years of age, some younger and others
older, some with false hair and ringlets.
The brothels we refer to are chiefly about
the West-end. There is often a cigar-shop
attached to them, and the best looking
girls are generally found standing by the
doors, or ogling through the windows to
decoy the passers-by into their infamous
dens. Some of these girls have been

rostitutes from their girlhood, and belong
fo the lowest class in society, their mothers
having been prostitutes before them. Seve-
. ral have been in these houses for a con-
siderable number of years, who have kept
their appearance better than other prosii-
tutes who have had a more changeable and
‘precarious mode of livelihood. Strange to
say, some look nearly as young and as
fresh as they did ten years ago.

You seldom see the old execrable hags
who keep these houses loitering about the
doors or standing at the windows. They
generally keep out of sight, but are some-
fimes to be seen peering through the edge
of the window-blinds, which are generally
drawn down, in the first floor above; oryou
may occasionally see them in the back
parlour, skulking about, They are often
very stout, and look like matrons in the
maturity of life. They take gentlemen into
their houses during the day as well as during
the evening, but mostly in the evening.

The girls are then dressed in gaudy
finery, with shining head-dresses and jewel-
lery glittering on their breast over their
light dresses. Yet there is a low vulgarity
in their appearance which repels and dis-
gusts ; they look, in many cases, S0 sensual
and debased. They use no art to conceal
the life they are leading, as some other
prostitutes do, who try so far to screen the
baseness of their profligacy.

They generally keep old female servants
they call “slaveys” to do the drudgery
work of the house. These degraded women
live in the house with them, wash their
clothes, get their meals ready, clean *their
boots, brush their clothes, run errands for
them out of doors, and show gentlemen
into the bed-rcoms.

There is often a man in these brothels,
a paramour of the old bawd, who is a loafer
about the house, and is occasionally em-
ployed to act as a bully. These men are
in general rough-looking men, dressed in
black shabby clothes, and in many cases
look more degraded than common thieves.

Some are dissipated and pale, others are
bloated, their faces covered with pimples

As we pass along Wych Street, Strand,
in the dark evenings, we see several of the
brothels we refer to. There the cigar shops
are lit up, and the girls are arrayed in their
best attire, and beaming their most inviting
smiles to entrap the unwary. We may see
brilliant lights in the rooms on the flat
above through chinks in the shutters and
blinds, where orgies are nightly transacted
too gross and disgusting to mention.
Brothels of the same kind are to be found
in Exeter Street and Chandos Street, Strand,
and other localities of the metropolis.
These girls occasionally walk the Strand
and Holborn to decoy gentlemen into their
dwellings. They generally belong to the
third class of prostitutes and the lowest
class ol society. Some may have come
down through dissipation from the secoud
class, and have formerly been in better po-
sitions. They do not steal from persons
when sober, as they could be so easily de-
tected, and as this would injure the brothel;
but they occasionally pilfer from drunken
men, where they are able to do it with im-
punity. Some of them occasionally get as
much money as many of the more gentecl
girls in the Haymarket.
They never take clothes from the gentle-
men who enter their houses, but occasion-
ally give him rough treatment should he
enter their house without plenty of money
in his purse. o

They chiefly confine their pilfering de-
predations to drunken men. As they walk
in the evenings along the erowded thorough-
fares lighted up by the street lamps, and
the bright illumination of the shop win-
dows, the “slaveys” walk frequently at a
short distance behind them, to see that they
do not receive gentlemen without the
knowledge of the keepers of the brothel,
and to watch that they do not run away
with the clothes. 'The slaveys are paid
something additional for every gentleman
the girls go with, which stimulates them to
look better after them, and promotes the
selfish ends of the execrable old bawd who

hires them.

Park Women.—There are three kinds of
women who usually resort to the parks.
We find numbers of kept women of the
highest class maintained by persons in high
life, such as have been governesses, ladies-
maids, and the daughters of respectable
tradesmen and others, promenading 1D
Hyde Park. They live in fashionable style
at Brompton and other localities. In sum-
mer they come to the park about half-past
five or six in the afternoon. There are

and blotches.

not so many in the winter time, when the
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season is cold, and the landscape faded.
While gentlemen and ladies are taking
their evening’s ride, these ladies often walk
along Rotten Row as far as Keusington
Gardens, and frequently have a little pet
dog, with a ribbon or string attached to

These females are dressed in the most
fashionable and expensive style, in silk
and satin dresses, with expensive shawls,
mantles, or paletots, and have light muslin
dresses in summer. On such occasions
there are great numbers of fashionable
gentlemen riding on horseback and walking
along the side of the drive.

There are a great many seats placed on
the grass at Rotten Row in the summer,
where these ladies sit and talk with gentle-
men. They are generally from eighteen to
twenty-four years of age, in the full bloom
of life and beauty. The gentlemen consist
of blooming youths and old tottering gal-
lants of sixty, civilians and military, pro-
fessional men, gentry, and nobility.

These ladies sit chatting together with
hundreds of people seated around them in
this gay promenade, Many assignations
are thus made as to when and where to
meet. They are sometimes seated close by
the Serpentine under the trees in the dusk
of the summer evenings, and middle-aged
gentlemen—sometimes elderly—often come
and meet them, and sit and converse be-
side them under the starlit gloom of the
park, with few persons near them.

There is another class of females who
visit the parks, consisting of servants and
the daughters of labouring men and poor

‘mechanies. In general, they are poorly

educated, but respectably dressed, and be-
long, according to our classification, to the
third class of prostitutes. They generally
come out in the evening for the purpose of
prostitution. Many of them are fresh-
looking, averaging in age from fifteen to
twenty-five, and are to be found all over
the park, chiefly from Stanhope Gate to
Victoria Gate, where they sit on the seats
with men of respectable appearance—
tradesmen and others. These females often
use indecent liberties with gentlemen with-
out having connexion with them. This is
done in the evening from dusk up to the
time of shutting the park, and during this
sensual excitement robberies are frequently
effected by the women of . purses, watches,
pins, and other property. Information is
sometimes given to the police, but these
felonies are often concealed by the persons
plundered, as they are ashamed to make it
known. Many of these dupes are married
men, who would be sadly disgraced -wern

the news to come to the ears of their wives
and families.

A third clags of females who attend the
parks are the lowest old prostitutes, dissi-
pated, debased wretches, from twenty-five
to fifty years of age. They generally fre-
quent the Lovers’ Walk, from Grosvenor
Gate to the statue of Achilles, and are to
be seen in other parts of the park near the
Marble Arch.

They are miserably dressed, many of them
having barely rags to cover their wretched-
ness. They are utterly shameless in their
habits. We find them dressed in a dirty
cotton gown, nearly black, an old faded
ragged shawl and tattered old boots, with
scarcely a sole to them. Some are blotehed
in appearance; others are pale, shrivelled,
and haggard, miserable spectacles.

They may sometimes be seen sitting on
the settles in the parks from dusk till the
time of closing the gates of the park.
These women indulge in the same obscene
practices as the girls we have already men-
tioned, with a lower class ¢f people, such
as gentlemen’s servants, labouring men,
and low mechanics, and sometimes have
connexion with them in the park, On
such occasions, these filthy bags are busy
rifling the pockets of their victims.

Soldiers’ Women.—There is only one class
of prostitutes termed soldiers’ women,
who live in Westminster. They chiefly
reside in the courts leading out of Orchard
Street, St. Ann Street, Old Pye Street,
New Pye Street, Castle Lane, Gardener’s
Lane, York Street, and Blue Anchor Yard.
They are from sixteen to thirty years of age,
and several even older. Some have been
in the streets for seventeen years and up-
wards. They live in the greatest poverty,
covered with rags and filth, and many of
them covered with horrid sores, and erup-
tions on their body, arms, and legs, present-
ing in many cases a revolting appearance.
Many of them have not the delicacy of
females, and live as pigsina sty, This is
not exaggeration. On the officers of police
entering their houses, they often find them
in a state of nudity. They have no feeling
of shame, and conduct themselves with the
greatest indifference. Two of them gene-
rally occupy a room. They often take two
other lodgers into their-room, and lie on
the floor. Their furniture consists of an
old deal table, one or two old rickety
chairs, a few broken cups and saucers, a
wooden table, a wash-hand basin and
chamber utensil, and an old shattered bed-
stead with scarcely any bedding. These
rooms—generally about ten feet square—
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arve let under the name of furnished apart-
ments, and there is generally a deputy em-
ployed to collect the rents of the house.
These girls pay on an average 3s. 6d. or 4s.
‘of weekly rent. Many of them pay 8d. or
10d. for the room per day, as the landladies
do not trust them a week’s rent. They
often come home drunk about twelve or
one o’clock at midnight.

They genmerally get up in the morning
about eight or mine o’clock. If they have
any coppers they get in something to eat.
Food is seldom seen in their cupboards, as
they generally have only enough for the
occasion. After they have had their break-
fast—a cup of tea or coffee and bread—
they chat with each- other over the past
night’s adventures, and pass the time till
evening,

In the middle of the daythey sometimes
wash their skirt, the only decent garment
many of them have—their under clothing
being a tissue of rags—starch and iron it,
and get itready towards the evening, when
they wash themselves and sally forth again.

In the evening, most of them go to some
low public-house, anda s1t in company with
soldiers, who drink and carouse with them.
The soldiers who sit with them generally
belong to the Foot Guards, Scots Fusileers,
Coldstream, and Grenadier Guards.

The Life Guardsmen do not generally
associate with this class, If a stray soldier
of the line in other regiments should
happen to come on a furlough to this
district, some of the prostitutes decoy him
to their house, and get money from him
professedly for prostitution They slip out
of the room while he is asleep in bed, and
spend the money they have got with the
Foot Guards. Sometimes they bring one
of the Foot Guards to bully him out of the
room. They treat civilians in a similar
manner, ’

Some of them dress and go out and walk
with the soldiers during the day, but this
is seldom. Tn general they do not go out
till the evening at dusk. _

In some instances the soldiers remain
absent in the evening, and manage to avoid
the patrols, and stop carousing with these
girls till the public-houses close-at four
o'clock in the morning, when they go with
these prostitutes to their dens, and often
remain the whole of next day—sometimes
remaining for a fortnight with them.

* Some of these females are young, strong,
healthy girls When they have'been for
some yeals in this mode of life, they become
dissipated in appearance, and their consti-
tution is often brokenup by their irregular
wild life. The younger girls keep them-

selves more reserved for a time, but the
bad example of the others very soon induces
them to abandon themselves to all kinds of
dissipation.

If a young woman is so unfortunate as to
come among them and to keep herself
reserved, the others bully her out of it
unless she go to the same excess of dissipa-
tion as themselves,

Their mode of stealing is to get people
to their houses, where they plunder them.
A sober man seldom thinks of going fo
their infamous abodes. In most cases the
persons who go are the worse for liquor,
On their way home they go into a public-
house with the girls, after which they
accompany them to their room, where they
get some more liquor.

The companions of a girl may see her
coming home with a man, and may sup-
pose him, from his appearance, to have
money. They come into the house, and
get a portion of the drink. In some in-
stances the drunken person gives the
woman money to'go out for drink, when
she decamps, and gets some of the prosti-
tutes in the adjoining room to bully him
out of the place. In other instances the
girls wait their time till he goes to sleep,
when they plunder him. _

There are seldom fastenings on their
doors, which are never locked. There is
an understanding between parties in the
same house, and some persons in the ad-
joining rooms enter while the man is in bed,
and carry away his clothes and money.
He cannot accuse the girl in the room, as
she is lying in bed beside him. '

In some cases the girl disappears during
the night, and leaves the man naked in the
room. She may remove to some other
neighbourhood if the booty is of value,
and live in some other part of Westminster.
The dupe is seldom or never able toidentify
her, as he may have been much the worse
for liquor while in her company.

These prostitutes chiefly look out for
drunken men, whom they decoy to their
houses, and afterwards plunder. They
prow! along Parliament Street and White-
hall Place, and other streets in the vicinity.
A great number of them go as far as
Knightsbridge, where there are concert
rooms. They loiterabout these localities till
these places close, and are to be seen about
the doors of those public-houses where
persons resort after leaving the concert
rooms. When they pick up a drunken
man they bring him liome in the manner
already described.

Many of these girls come from different

parts of the country, and have formerly
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been servants o town. A good number
have been orphans left without friends, and
have Leen basely seduced, The relatives
of some have taken them home into the
provinces, but they have come back again
to London.

The police constables often find as many
as four girls in one small room at night—
two lying on a miserable bed, and two
lying on the hard floor, with scarcely any
covering but their petticoat thrown over
them. Two soldiers are frequently found
lying in the room with them, or one is seen
lying between two girls, .

1t is surprising that any soldiers, how-
ever poor, who have an ordinary regard to
decency, should lie down among such heaps
of filthy rags; far less should we expect
such base and unmanly conduct from the
Queen’s Foot Guards, when we look to the
fine appearance and manly bearing of many
of them on parade. It kindles our indigna-
tion when we learn that not & few of those
poor degraded females were formerly in the
service of respectable families, and were
there seduced and driven to open prostitu-
tion by some of these unprincipled soldiers,
whostill add to their villainy the despicable
crime of basely plundering the poor girls
they have ruined of the wretched earnings
of their dishonour and erime.

To the honour of the regiments of Foot
Guards, we are happy to say there are
many noble and excellent men in their
ranks, who reflect high credit on our army
by their exemplary character, and who are
as benevolent 1n heart as they are brave on
the battle-field. Some of these go to the
other side of the street to avoid meeting
with their fellow-soldiers when associated
with degraded women. The others we refer
to are heartless ruffians in their conduct,
and a disgrace to the British service.

Sailors’ Women.— There are two classes of
prostitutes termed sailors’ women to be
found in Ratcliff Highway, near the Lon-
don Docks, at the east end of the metro-
polis. These belong to the third and fourth
classes in our classification of the prosti-
tutes of London.

The better of the two classes are gene-
rally composed of younger and more re-
spectable-looking girls, most of them re-
siding in the neighbourhood, others coming
from a distance. The generality of them
reside in the Highway and in Palmer’s
Folly, Albert Square, Albert Street, Seven
Star Alley, and other adjacent streets and
alleys. A few strange girls come oceca-
sionally from the Surrey side, such as Kent

Street and other localities in the Borough,

and remain for a few days only, as they
may have committed some depredation in
their own district, and wish to be away for
a short time from the surveillance of the
police. In like manner some of the girls
residing in the neighbourhood of Rateliff
Highway, when they have plundered a
sailor, leave the locality for a short time,
till the ship to which he belonged has set
sail, when they return again, There are a
number of very good-looking girls of this
class, most of them Irish cockneys. There
are also a few German and Dutch prosti-
tutes who frequent the Highway who live
in Albert Street. These foreign girls do not
have bullies or fancy men. Some of them
are good looking, and some ave not. They
generally frequent the German and Dutch
music and dancing saloons in Ratcliff
Highway. DBoth of them attend the public-
house with the Swedish flag. This class of
girls frequents the various saloons in the
Highway. They do not generally steal
money or watches when they are well paid,
and but few steal the sailor’s ciothes.

They dress tolerably well, in silk and
merino gowns with crinolines, and bonnets
gaily attired with flowers and ribbons.
Many of them have velvet stripes across
the breast and back of their gowns, and
large brooches with the portrait of a sailor
encased in them. They generally lay their
hair back in front in the French style.

Some of them have faney men, and others
have not. Their fancy men in many cases
are watermen, but being lazy in inclination
they hang about as loafers, and live on the
prostitution and crime of the girls they
cohabit with. These females take their
dupes to their own houses or into low
coffee-houses and brothels, or other houses
of accommodation. Some of them allow
the sailors to have connesion with them ;
others who cohabit with watermen and
others, pretend to be prostitutes, and allow
men to take indecent liberties with them,
but seldom ornever allow them to proceed
farther,

There is another class of prostitutes to
be found in Ratcliff Highway, more dissi-
pated and abandoned than those we have
noticed. They reside in or near Bluegate
Fields, Angel Gardens, and other streets
and lanes in that neighbourhood. Many
of them have a robust, coarse, masculine
frame, some of them with great protruding
breasts. A few of the same class come
from a distance, followed by a low, brutal
man. The latter are termed “ cross-girls.”
They pick up a sailor, take him into some
dark by-street as if for the purpose of pros-

titution, get all the money they can from
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him, and seldom allow carnal connexion.
If possible, so soon as they have effected
their purpose, they run away; this is
termed * bilking.”

The rough-looking prostitutes of this
class seldom attend the music saloons, as
they would be far outshone in personal
appearance by the younger girls of the
other class referred to. We see them Ilate
in the evening skulking about the dark
lanes, or patrolling the streets, on the
watch for drunken sailors, whom they take
into low coffee-houses and beer-shops, and
sometimes drug by putting snuff, or other
ingredients—sometimes laudanum—in his
liquor. They look out for north country
sea-captains and sailors just come ashore,
and sometimes visit their ships lying in
the river, at King James’s Stair, Wapping,
Ratcliff Cross, Horseferry, Regent’s Canal
Dock, Stone Stairs, or New Crane Stairs,
Shadwell.

sSome of these brutal women have bullies,
convicted thieves, who are sometimes

dressed as sailors ; some of them are river
pirates, and from their childhood have led
a criminal life.

The average age of these prostitutes
is from twenty to thirty-four. Many
are slovenly dressed, and very dissipated
and callous in appearance. Some of them
are women of colour, whom we have seen
brought to the police station at King
David's Lane, charged with plunderiug
coloured sailors of their money and clothes,

Number of felonies in the metropo-
litan districts, by prostitutes, during
B0 . . . . . . 0692

Ditto, ditto, in the City . . 102

794

Value of property thereby abstracted in
the metropolitan districts . £2,651
Ditto, ditto, in the City . . 323

£2.974

FELONIES ON THE RIVER THAMES.

THERE are a great number of robberies of
various descriptions committed on the

"Thames by different parties. These de-

predations differ in value, from the little
ragged mudlark stealing a piece of rope or
a few handfuls of coals from a barge, to the
lighterman carrying-off bales of silk several
hundred pounds in valie. When we look
to the long lines of shipping along each side
of the river, and the crowds of barges and
steamers that daily ply along its bosom,
and the dense shipping in its docks, laden
with untold wealth, we are surprised at the
comparatively small aggregate amount of
these felonies.

Tae MUDLAREKS.

TaEY generally consist of boys and girls,
varying in age from eight to fourteen or
fifteen ; with some persons of more advanced
years. For the most part they are ragged,
and in a very filthy state, and are a peculiar
class, confined to theriver, The parents of
many of them are coalwhippers—Irish cock-
neys—employed getting coals out of the
ships, and their mothers frequently sell
fruit in the street. Their practice is to
get between the barges, and one of them
lifting the other up will knock lumps of
coal into the mud, which they pick up

afterwards ; or if a barge is ladened with
iron, one will get into it and throw iron
out to the other, and watch an opportunity
to carry away the plunder in bags to the
nearest marine-storeshop,

They sell the coals among the lowest

class of people for a few halfpence. The
police make numerous detections of these
offences. Some of the mudlarks receive
a short term of imprisonment, from three
weeks to a month, and others two months
with three years in a reformatory. Some
of them are old women of the lowest grade,
from fifty to sixty, who occasionally wade
in the mud up to the knees. One of them
may be seen beside the Thames Police-
office, Wapping, picking up coals in the bed
of the river, who appears to be about sixty-
five years of age. She is a robust woman,
dressed in an old cotton gown, with an old
straw bonnet tied round with a handker-
chief, and wanders about without shoes and
stockings. This person has never been in
custody. She may often be seen walking
through the streets in the neighbourhood
with a bag of coals on her head.

In the neighbourhood of Blackfriars
Bridge clusters of mudlarks of various ages
may be seen from ten to fifty years, young
girls and old women, as well as boys.

They are mostly at work along the coal
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wharves where the barges are lying a-
ground, such as at Shadwell and Wapping,
along Bankside, Borough ; above Waterloo
Bridge, and from the Temple down to St.
Paul's Wharf. Some of them pay visits to
.the City Gasworks, and steal coke and coal
from their barges, where the police have
made many detections.

As soon as the tide is out they make their
appearance, and remain till it comes in.
Many of them commence their career with
stealing rope or coals from the barges, then
proceed to take copper from the vessels,
and afterwards go down into the cabins
and commit piracy.

These mudlarks are generally strong
and healthy, though their clothes are in
rags. Their fathers are robust men. By
going too often to the public-house they
keep their families in destitution, and the
mothers of the poor children are glad to
geb a few pence in whatever way they can.

Swerrine Boys.

Tats class of boys sail about the river in
very old boats, and go on board empty
craft with the pretext of sweeping them.
They enter barges of all descriptions, laden
with coffee, sugar, rice, and other goods,
and steal anything they can lay their hands
on, often abstracting headfasts, ropes,
chains, &e. In some instances they cut the
bags and steal the contents, and dispose of
the booty to marine-store-dealers. They
are generally very ragged and wretched in
appearance, and if pursued take to the
water like a rat, splashing through the
mud, and may be seén doing so when
chased by the police. In general they are
expert swimmers. Their ages range from
twelve to sixteen. They are dressed similar
to the other ragged boys over the metro-
polis. The fathers of most of them are
coalwhippers, but many of them are or-
‘phans. ~ They are strong, healthy boys,
and some of them sleep in empty barges,
others in low lodging-houses at 3d. anight.
Some live in empty houses, and many of
them have not had a shirt on for six
months, and their rags are covered with
vermin,

In the summer many sleep in open barges,
and often in the winter, when they cover
themselves with old mats, sacks, or tar-
paulins, Their bodies are inured to this
Inclement life. They never go to church,
and few of them have been to school.

Two little boys of this class, the one
hine and the other cleven years of age,
lived for six months on board an old useless

barge at Bermondsey, and for other five

months in an old uninhabited house, and
had not a clean shirt on during all that
time. At night they covered themselves
with old mats and sacks, their clothes being
in a wretched state. Seeing them in this
neglected condition, an inspector of police
took them into custody and brought them
before a magistrate, with the view to get
them provided for. The magistrate sent
them to the workhouse for shelter.

These boys are of the same class with
the mudlarks before referred to, but are
generally a few years older.

SELLERS OF SMALL WARES.

FeLoNIES are occasionally committed by
boys who go on board vessels with baskets
containing combs, knives, laces, &e., giving
them in exchange for pieces of rope, sonte-
times getting fat and bones from the cooks.
In many instances the owners are robbed
by the crew giving away ropes belonging
to the ship for such wares. These parties
occasionally pilfer any small article they
see lying about the ship, sometimes carry
ing off watches when they have an oppor-
tunity. They generally try to get on board
foreign vessels about to sail, so that when
robberies are committed the parties do not
remain to prosecute them, and the thieves
are consequently discharged.

hey are generally from fourteen to
eighteen years of age, and many of them
reside with their parents in Rosemary Lane
and other low neighbourhoods about the
East-end.

This is a peculiar class of boys who con
fine their attention to the ships, barges,
and coasting vessels, and do not commit
felonies in other parts of the metropolis.

LABOURERS oN Boarp Smip, &c.

THESE men are employed to discharge
cargoes on board steam vessels arriving
from the coast, and also foreign vessels.
They are frequently detected pilfering by
the police, and secreting about their clothes
small quantities of tallow, coffee, sugar,
meat, and other portable goods. These
parties abstract articles from the hold, but
do not go down into the cabins. They have
ample opportunity of breaking open some
of the boxes and packages, and of extracting
part of the contents. As they have no
lacility to get large quantities on shore,
they confine themselves to petty pilfering.
Most of their booty is kept for their own
consumption, unless they succeed in carry-
ing off a large quantity, which rarely occurs.
In these cases they dispose of it at a chand-

ler’s shop.
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DREDGEMEN OR FISHERMEN. [

) PgesE are men who are in the habit of
coming out early in the morning, as the
tide may suit, for the purpose of dredging
from the bed of the river coals which are
oceasionally spilled in weighing when being
transferred into the barges. If these parties
are not successful in getting coals thare,
they invariably go alongside of a leaded

barge and carry off coals and throw a
quantity of mud over them, to make it
appear as if they had got them from the
bed of the river. The police have made
numerous detections. Some have been
imprisoned, and others have been trans-
ported. The same class of men go along-
side of vessels and steal the copper funnels
and ropes, and go to the nearest landing
place to sell them to marine-store-dealers,
“who are always in readiness to recelve any-
thing brought to them. The doors are
readily opened to them, early and late.

" To deceive the police these unprincipled
dealers have carts calling every morning at
their shops to take away the metals and
other goods they may have bought during
the previous day and night.

SMTGGLING.

NuumeroUs articles of contraband goods
are smuggled by seamen on their arrival
from foreign ports, such as tobacco, hiquors,
shawls, handkerchiefs, &c.

Several years ago an officer in the Thames
police was on duty at five in the morning.
While rowing by the Tower he saw in the
dusk two chimney sweeps in a boat leaving
a steam vessel, having with them two bags
of soot. He boarded the boat along with
two officers, and asked them if they had
anything in their possession liable to Cus-
tom-house duty. They answered they had
not. Upon searching the bags of soot he
found several packages of foreign manufac-
tured tobacco, weighing 48lbs. The parties
were arrested and “aken to the police sta-
tion, and were fiued 100l. each, or six
months’ imprisonment. Not being able to
pay they, were imprisoned.

These two sweeps had no doubt carried
on this illegal traffic for some time, being
employed on the arrival of the boats to
clean the funnels and the flues of the
boilers.

Some time ago a sailor came ashore late
at night at the Shadwell Dock, who had
just arrived from America. According to
the usual custom he was searched, when
several pounds of tobacco were found con-

the police court, and sentencea to pay a
small fine.

In July, 1858, about midnight, a police
constable was passing East Lane, Bermond-
sey, when he saw a bag at the top of a
street, containing something rather bulky,
which aroused his suspicions. On proceed-
ing farther he saw a man carrying another
bag up the street from a boat in the river.
He got the assistance of another constable,
and apprehended the man carrying the
bag, and also the waterman that conveyed
it ashore. The two bags were found to
contain 229 1bs. of Cavendish tobacco. Both
persons were detained in the Thames
police station, and taken before a magi-
strate at Southwark police court. Prose-
cution was ordered by the Board of
Customs, and both were fined 100l each,
and in default sentenced to six months’
imprisonment. Being unable to pay the
fine, they suffered imprisonment.

In February, 1860, information was given
to an inspector of the Thames police of a
smuggling traffic which was being carried
on in the Shadwell Basin, London Docks,
from an American vessel named the
Amazon. The steward was in the practice
of carrying the tobacco about a certain
hour in the morning from the vessel
through a private gate at the Shadwell
Basin. Vigilant watch was kept over this
gate by the inspector, with the assistance
of a constable. About eight o’clock in the
morning he saw a man coming up who
answered the description given him. He
followed him into a tobacconist’s shop in
King David Lane, Shadwell. The officer
on going in saw a carpet bag handed over
the counter. He seized it, and brought
the man with him to the police station. A
communication was then made to the
Board of Customs, who sent an officer to
the Thames police station. On making
search on board the ship, they found about
two cwt. of tobacco. The man was tried,
and sentenced to pay a fine of 100/, or
suffer six months’ imprisonment.

FrLOoNIES BY LIGHTERMEN,

NumErous depredations arve perpetrated
by lightermen, employed to navigate barges
by the owners of various steam-vessels in
the river or in the docks, and are intrusted
with valuable cargoes, the value varying
from 20l. to 20,000l. They have been
assisted in these robberies by persons little
suspected by the public, but well known to
the police.

They have got cargoes from vessels ir
the wharves, or docks, to convey for trans-

cealed about his person. He was tried at
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effected on the way, sometimes when the
are waiting outside the dock for the tide to
goin. When they have not such articles
on board their own barges, they remove
cargoes from other craft while the erew
may be on shore at supper, or otherwise.
Sometimes they carry away articles about
their person, such as tobacco, brandy, wine,
opium, tea, &c.

They occasionally steal an empty barge,
and go alongside of another barge as if
they were legally employed to put the cargo
into another craft, and turn the barge into
some convenient place, where they may
have & cart or van in readiness to remove
the property. Sometimes they have a cab
for this purpose. Two days often elapse
before the pelice get inforination of these
robberies.

In one instance a barge was taken u
Bow Creek, with about twenty bundles of
whalebone and twenty bags of saltpetre,
which were conveyed away in a van to the
city. The police traced the booty to a
marine store-dealer. The value of the pro-
perty was 400/, Two well-known thieves
were tried for the robbery, but were ac-
quitted. o

In April, 1858, Thomas Turnbull and
Charles Turnbull, brothers, both lighter-
men and notorious river thieves, were
charged with a robbery from two barges at
Wapping. Two lightermen were in charge
of two barges laden, the one with lac dye,
and the other with cases of wire, near to
the entrance of the London Docks. These
men having gone on shore for refreshment,
the two thieves rowed an empty barge
alongside the two barges, and took one
chest of lac dye from one of them, and a
case of wire card from the other, in value
about 25/. They took the barge with the
stolen property over to Rotherhithe, and
landed at the Elephant Stairs, where it was
conveyed away in a cart. The property
was never recovered, but the police, after
making great exertions, got sufficient evi-
dence to convict the parties, who were
sentenced to eighteen months each at the
Central Criminal Court.

These unprincipled lightermen could get
a good livelihood by honest labour, varying
from 30s. to 2. a week; but they are dis-
Sipated and idle in their habits, and resort
to thieving. They often spend their time
1n dancing and concert-rooms, and are to
be seen at the Mahagony Bar at Close

Square and Paddy’s Goose, Ratcliffe High-

shipment and delivery along different parts
of the river, and manage on their way to
abstract part of the cargo they are in
charge of. Sometimes these robberies are

way. They generally cohabit with prosti-
tutes. They are a different class of men
from the tier-rangers, or river pirates, who
also live with prostitutes. The lighter-

3
y | men’s women are generally smart and well-

dressed, and do not belong to the lowest
order as those of the tier-rangers do. The
ages of this class of thieves generally range
from twenty to thirty years.

Tae RIvER PIRATES.

THIS class of robberies is committed
among the shipping on both sides of the
river, from London Bridge to Greenhithe,
but is most prevalent from London Bridge
to the entrance of the West India Dock.
The depredations are committed in the
docks as well as on the river, but not so
much in the former, as they are better pro-
tected. Robberies in the docks are gene-
rally done in the daytime. In the river,
the chief object the thieves have in view
1s to enter the vessel at midnight, as they
know that when vessels arrive the seamen
are often fatigued and worn out, and they
get a favourable opportunity of getting
on board and stealing. They steal from
all classes of vessels, but chiefly from
brigs and barges., They take any boat
from the shore and go on board the vessels,
as if they were seamen, being dressed as
watermen and seamen. When they get on
board they go to the cabin or forecastle.

Their chief object is to secure wearing ap-
parel and money. Watches are often to
be found hanging up in the cabin, and
clothes are also to be found there. In the

forecastle the clothes are generally con-

tained in a bag hanging up by the side or

bow of the ship. After they have effected

their purpose they row ashore and turn the

boat adrift.

There is another mode of stealing they

adopt. They get on board the ships as if
they belonged to some of them, and repre-

sent they belong to a certain ship in a line

of vessels commonly called a ‘ tier.” They

proceed to the forecastle, where if they

find no one moving about, they go down

and plunder. If they are seen by any of

the crew they pretend they belong to some

other ship, and ask if this ship is named so

and so. They then say they cannot get on

board their own ship, and wish the crewto

allow them to remain for the night.

_ In many instances the stolen property is

found on their person, such as coats, vests,

trousers, boots, &c., and their own clothes

are left behind. They are generally from

eighteen to thirty yeurs of age, and are

powerful athletic men,
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These robberies are greatly on the de-
crease, owing to the vigilance of the police.

Several years ago there was a cry of po-
lice between twelve and two o’clock mid-
night on board a vessel lying in Union Tier,
Wapping. The crew of a police galley pro-
ceeded to the spot, and ascertained that
two thieves had been on board a vessel
there, and had concealed themselves some-
where in if, or in the barges alongside.
After searching some time they discovered
a notorious river thief in one of the barges.
He was a stout made man, about five feet
nine inches in height, and twenty-two years
of age. A desperate struggle ensued be-
tween him and the police. He struck the
inspector with a heavy iron bar on the
back a very severe blow, which rendered
him henceforth unfit for active duty.
The pirate resisted with great desperation,
and defied the police for some time.

At last they drew their cutlasses, and
succeeded in taking him, He was brought
to the police station, convicted, and sen-
tenced to three months’ imprisonment. He
was afterwards indicted for the assault on
the inspector, and sentenced to fifteen
months’ hard labour. Since that time he
has been transported twice for similar
offences.

A few years since several river pirates
were suspected of being on board a vessel
at Bermondsey, where they had stelen a
silver watch from the cabin. One of the
gang was detected by the crew of the vessel
and detained. The crew shouted out for the
police, when three of their pals drew up to
the side of the vessel in a small boat, repre-
senting themselves to be policemen, with
numbers chalked on their coats. The cap-
tain of the vessel gave the man into their
custody, and handed over the watch to one
of them. Next morning the captain went
to the police-station to see if the party was
there. It was then the police heard of the
robbery, when it was found the supposed
officers and the thief were a party of river
pirates who had infested the river for a
long time. As the ship was just setting
sail the case was dropped.

Some time ago three constables went on
duty at midnight in consequence of a num-
ber of midnight robberies having been
committed all over the river, especially at
Deptford, from the ships lying there. They
went out in a private boat in plain clothes.
On getting to Deptford they proceeded up
the creek. After remaining there in the
dusk about an hour they heard a loud
knocking, and suspected that some one was
taking the copper from the bottom of a
vessel lying there.

The constables drew up to the vesse]
with their boat, and found two men with 3
quantity of copper in a boat, with chisels
and a chopper they had been using. The
arrested them, and were coming out of the
creek with the two boats when they dis-

covered two other notorious river thieves :

climbing down the chains of a vessel lying
alongside the wharf. They had been down
in the forecastle, and having disturbed
the crew were making their escape when
the officers saw them.

The officers thereupon made for the
vessel, and succeeded in apprehending them,
and took them into their boat after a des-
perate resistance.

The first two were convicted and sen-
tenced, one to three months, and the other
to six months’imprisonment, and the latter
were sentenced to three months each in
Maidstone gaol.

The Commissioners of Police rewarded
the constables with a gratuity for their
vigilance and gallant conduct.

Many of these tier-rangers orriver pirates
have a ruffianly appearance, and generally
live with prostitutes, on both sides of the
river, at 3t. George’s, Bluegate-fields, the
Borough, and Bermondsey.

They confine themselves to robberies on
the river, and are frequently transported by
the time they are thirty years of age.
Occasionally a returned convict comes buack
for a time, when he generally resumes his
former villanies, and is again sent abroad.

These tier-rangers in most cases have
sprung from the ranks of the mudlarks, and
step by step have advanced further in
crime, until they have become callous
brutal ruffians, living as brigands on the
sides of the river.

Number of felonies, &c., on the river
Thames in the metropolitan districts for
1860 - - - - ~ 203

Value of property abstracted there-
by - - - - £712

———

NARRATIVE OF A MUDLARK.,

TrE following narrative was given us by a
mudlark we found on a float on the river
Thames at Millwall, to the eastward of
Ratcliffe Highway. e was then engaged,
while the tide was in, gathering chips of
wood in an old basket. We went to the
river side along with his younger brother, a
boy of about eleven years of age, we saw
loitering in the vicinity. On our calling

to him, he got the use of a boat lying near
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and came toward us with alacrity, He
was an Irish lad of about thirteen years of
age, strong and healthy in appearance, with
rish features and accent. He was dressed
ina brown fustian coat and vest, dirty greasy
canvas trousers roughly-patched, striped
shirt with the collar folded down, and a
cap with a peak.

“1 was born in the county of Kerry in
Ireland in the year 1847, and am now about
thirteen years of age. My father was a
ploughman, and then lived on afarm in the
service of a farmer, but now works at
loading ships in the London docks. I have
three brothers and one sister. Two of my
brothers are older than I. One of them is
about sixteen, and the other about eighteen
years of age. My eldest brother iz a sea-
man on board a screwship, now on a voy-
aze to Hamburg ; and the other is a seaman
now on his way to Naples. My youngest
brother you saw beside me at the river side.
My sister is only five years of age, and was
born in London. The rest of the family
were all born in Ireland. Our family
came to London about seven years ago,
since which time my father has worked
at the London Docks. Heis a strong-bodied
man of about thirty-four years ofage. Iwas
sent to school along with my elder brothers
for about three years, and learned reading,
writing, and arithmetic. I was able to
read tolerably well, but was not so pro-
ficient in writing and arithmetic. One of
my brothers has been about three years, and
the other about five years at sea.

“ About two years ago I left school, and
commenced to work as a mudlark on the
river, in the neighbourhood of Millwall,
picking up pieces of coal and iron, and
copper, and bits of canvas on the bed of
the river, or of wood floating on the surface.
I commenced this work with a little boy of
the name of Fitzgerald. When the barge-
men heave coals to be carried from their
barge to the shore, pieces drop into the
wateramong the mud, which we afterwards
pick up. Sometimes we wade in the mud
to the ancle, at other times to the knee.
Sometimes pieces of coal do not sink, but
remain on the surface of the mud ; at other
?n}f’es we seek for them with our hands and
eet.

“Sometimes we get as many coals about
one barge as sell for64. On other occasions
we work for days, and only get perhaps as
much as sells for 64. The most I ever
gathered in one day, or saw any of my
companions gather, was about a shilling’s
worth. We generally have a bag or a basket
to put the articles we gather into. 1 have
Sometimes got so much at one time, thab it

———

filled my basket twice—before the tide
went back. Isell the coals to the poor
people in the neighbourhood, such as in
Mary Street and Charles Street, and return

‘again and fill my bag or basket and take

them home or sell them to the neighbours.
I generally manage to get as many a day
as sell for 8d.

“In addition to this, I often gather a
basket of wood on the banks of the river,
consisting of small pieces chipped off planks
to build the ships or barges, which are
carried down with the current and driven
ashore. Sometimes I gather four or five
baskets of these in a day. When I get a
small quantity they are always taken
home to my mother. .When successful in
finding several basketfuls, I generally sell
part of them and take the rest home. These
chips or stray pieces of wood are often
lying on the shore or among the mud, or
about the floating logs ; and at other times
I seize pieces of wood floating down the
river a small distance off ; I take a boat
lying near and row out to the spot and
pick them up. In this way I sometimes
get pretty large beams of timber. On an
average I get 4d. or 64. a-day by finding
and selling pieces of wood ; some days only
making 2d., and at other times 3d. We
sell the wood to the same persons who buy
the coals.

“We often find among the mud, in the
bed of the river, pieces of iron; such as
rivets out of ships, and what is termed
washers and other articles cast away or
dropped in the iron-yards in building ships
and barges. We get these in the neighbour-
hood of Limehouse, where they build boats
and vessels. Igenerally get some pieces of
iron every day, which sells at 1d. a pound,
and often make 1d.or 24, a-day, sometimes
3d., at other times only a farthing. We sell
these to the different marine store dealers in
the locality.

“We occasionally get copper outside
Young’s dock. Sometimes it is new and at
other times it is old. Itis cut from the
side of the ship when it is being repaired,
and falls down into the mud. When the
pieces are large they are generally picked
up by the workmen ; when small they do
not put themselves to the trouble of picking
them up, The mudlarks wade into the bed
of the river and gather up these and sell
them to the marine store dealer. The old
copper sells at 11d. a pound, the new copper
at a higher price. Ionly get copper occa-
sionally, though I go every day to seek for it.

“ Pieces of rope are occasionally dropped
or thrown overboard from the ships or
barges and are found embedded in the mud

——
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We do not find much of this, but some-
times get small pieces. Rope is sold to the
wmarine store dealers at 3d. a pound. We
also get pieces of canvas, which sells at 2d.
a pound. I have on some occasions got as
much as three pounds.

“1Ve also pick up pieces of fat along the
river-side. Sometimes we get four or five
pounds and sell it at #d. a pound at the
marine stores ; these are thrown overboard
by the cooks in the ships, and after floating
on the river are driven on shore.

1 generally rise in the morning at six
o’clock, and go down to the river-side with
my youngest brother vou saw beside me at
the barges. When the tide is out we pick up
pieces of coal, iron, copper, rope and canvas.
When the tide is in we pick up chips of
wood. We go upon logs, such as those you
saw me upon with my basket, and gather
them there.

“In the winter time we do not work so
many lhours as in the summer; yet in
winter we generally are more successful
than in the long days of summer. A good
number of boys wade in summer who do
not come in winter on account of the cold.
There are generally thirteen or fourteen
mudlarks about Limehouse in the summer,
and about six boys steadily there in the
winter, who are strong and hardy, and well
able to endure the cold. :

“The old men do not make so much as
the boys because they are not so active;
they often do not make more than 6d.a
day while we make 1s. or 1s. 64.

“Some of the mudlarks are orphan boys
and have no home. In the summer time
they often sleep in the barges or in sheds
or stables or cow-houses, with their clothes
on. Some of them have not a shirt, others
have a tattered shirt which is never washed,
as. they have no father nor mother, nor
friend to care for them. Some of these
orphan lads have good warm clothing;
others are ragged and dirty, and covered
with vermin.

“ The mudlarks generally have a pound of
bread to breakfast, and a pint of beer when
they can afford it. They do not go to
coftfee-shops, not being allowed to go in, as
they are apt to steal the men’s ‘grub.’
They often have no dinner, but when they
are able they have a pound of bread and 1d.
worth of cheese. I never saw any of them
take supper.

“The boys who are out all night lie
down to sleep when it is dark, and rise as
early as daylight. Sometimes they buy an
article of dress, a jacket, cap, or pair of
trousers from a dolly or rag-shop. They

jacket for 2d, and an old cap for 34 or 14
When they have money they take a bed

night.
“We are often chased by the Thames’
police and the watermen, as the mudlarks

what I can get as well as the rest when I
get an opportunity.

“1We often go on board of coal barges
and knock or throw pieces of coal over into
the mud, and afterwards come and take
them away. We also carry off' pieces of
rope, or iron, or anything we can lay our
hands on and easily carry off. We often
take a boat and row on board of empty
barges and steal small articles, such as
pieces of canvas or iron, and go down into
the cabins of the barges for this purpose,
and are frequently driven off by the police
and bargemen. The Thames’ police often
come upon us and carry off our bags and
baskets with the contents.

“ The mudlarks are generally good swim-
mers. When a bargeman gets hold of them
in his barge on the river, he often throws
them Into the river, when they swim ashore
and then take off their wet clothes and dry
them. They are often seized by the police
in boats, in the middle of the river, and
thrown overboard, when they swim to the
shore. 1 have been chased twice by a
police galley.

“ On one occasion I was swimming a con-
siderable way out in the river when I saw
two or three barges near me, and no one in
them. -1 leaped on board of one and went
down into the cabin, when some of the
Thames’ police in a galley rowed up to me.
I ran down naked beneath the deck of the
barge and closed the hatches, and fastened
the staple with a piece of iron lying near,
so that they could not get in to take me.
They tried te open the hatch, but could
not do it. After remaining for half-an-hour
I heard the boat move off. On leaving the
barge they rowed ashore.to get my clothes,
but a person on the shore tool: them-away,
so that they could not find them. After
saw them proceed a considerable distance
up the river I swam ashore and got my
clothes again.

“QOne day, about three o'clock in the
afternoon, as I was at Young’s Dock, Isawa
large piece of copper drop down the side of
a vessel which was being repaired. On the
same evening, as a ship was coming out
of the docks, I stripped off my clothes and
dived down several feet, seized the sheet of
copper and carried it away, swimming by
the side of the vessel. As it was dark, [

was not observed by the crew nor by any

in a low lodging-house for 2d. or 3d. a !

are generally known to be thieves. 1 take |

———

o
N

LI

P Loy e
[ SPUNYPR RPN S5 S

-
o

14 i A AL St 3 L L s ¢

a0 et e A2 P o A IS AT s I 0 s 1l T o DI 10 5 o b ot

O

.'1,,‘..|.'.'..v",.\. :f: oyt . .‘ ,‘ “-' . A . e i ‘I B B ’ e ‘: - e
A A R A i T2 Y o A AR LA 125 S Y e 7 S ALYy 6 A0S 0 kit oy ar

i AR R P b
B M N R O e S R A

LONDON LABOUR AND THE LONDON POOR.

373

of the men who opened the gates of the
dock. I fetched it to the shore, and sold
it that night to a marine store dealer,

“1 have been in the habit of stealing
pieces of rope, lumps of coal, and other
articlgs for the last two years; but my
parents do not know of this. I have never

been tried before the police court for any
felony.

“ It is my intention to go to sea, as my
brothers have done, so soon as I can find a
captain to take me on board his ship. I
would like this much better than to be a
coal-heaver on the river.”

WHEN we look to the number of com-
mon thieves prowling over the metropolis
—the thousands living daily on beggary,
prostitution, and crime—we naturally ex-
pect to find extensive machineries for the re-
ceiving of stolen property. These receivers
are to be found in different grades of society,
from the keeper of the miserable low
lodging-houses and dolly shops in Petticoat
Lane, Rosemary Lane, and Spitalfields, in
the East-end, and Dudley Street and Drury
Lane in the West-end of the metropolis, to
the pawnbroker in Cheapside, the Strand,
and Fleet Street, and the opulent Jews of
Houndsditch and its vicinity, whose coffers
are said to be overflowing with gold.

Dolly Shops.—As we walk along Dudley
Street, near the Seven Dials,—the Petticoat
Lane of the West-end,—a curious scene pre-
sents itself to onr notice. There we do not
find a colony of Jews, as in the East-end,
but a colony of Irish shopkeepers, with a
few cockneys and Jews intermingled among
them. Dudley Street is a noted mart for
old clothes, consisting principally of male
and female apparel, and second-hand boots
and shoes.

We pass by several shops without sign
boards—which by the way is a characteris-
tic of this strange by-street—where boots
and shoes, in general sadly worn, are exposed
on shelves under the window, or carcfully
ranged in rows on the pavement before the
shop. We find a middle-aged or elderly

young Irish girl brushing shoes at the door,
In Irish accent inviting customers to enter
their shop. -

We also observe old clothes stores, where
male apparel is suspended on wooden rods
before the door, and trousers, vests, and
coats of different descriptions, piled on
chairs in front, of the shop, or exposed in
the dirty unwashed windows, while the
shopmen loiter before the door, hailing the
customers as they pass by.

Alongside of these we see what is more
strictly called dolly or leaving shops,—the

————

Irishman with his leathern apron, or a.

RECEIVERS OF STOLEN PROPERTY.

fertile hot-beds of crime. The dolly shop
is often termed an unlicensed pawn-shop.
Around the doorway, in some cases of ordi-
nary size, in others more spacious, we see
a great assortment of articles, chiefly of
female dress, suspended on the wall,—petti-
coats, skirts, stays, gowns, shawls, and
bonnets of all patterns and sizes, the gowns
being mostly of dirty cotton, spotted and
striped ; also children’s petticoats of dif-
ferent kinds, shirt-fronts, collars, hand-
kerchiefs, and neckerchiefs exposed in the
window. As we look into these suspicious-
looking shops we see large piles of female
apparel, with articles of men’s dress heaped
around the walls, or deposited in bundles
and paper packages on shelves around the
shop, with strings of clothes hung across
the apartment to dry, or offered for sale.
We find in some of the back-rooms, stores
of shabby old clothes, and one or more
women of various ages loitering about.

In the evening these dolly shops are dimly
lighted, and look still more gloomy and
forbidding than during the day.

Many of these people buy other articles
besides clothes. They are in the habit of
receiving articles left with them, and
charge 2d. or 3d. a shilling on the articles,
if redeemed in a week. If not redeemed
for a week, or other specified time, they
sell the articles, and dispose of them,
having given the party a miserably small
sum, perhaps only a sixth or eighth part
of their value. These shops are frequented
by common thieves, and by poor dissipated
creatures living in the dark slums and
alleys in the vicinity, or residing in low lodg-
ing-houses. The persons who keep them
often conceal the articles deposited with
them from the knowledge of the police,
and get punished as receivers of stolen
property. Numbers of such cases occur
over the metropolis in low neighbourhoods.
For this reason the keepers of these shops
are often compelled to remove to other
localities.

The articles they receive, such as old

male and female wearing apparel, are also
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resetted by keepers of low coffee-house and
lodging-houses, and are occasionally bought
by chandlers, low hairdressers, and others.

They also receive workmen’s toels of an
inferior quality, and cheap articles of house-
hold furniture, books, &c., from poor dis-
sipated people, beggars, and thieves ;many
of which would be rejected by the licensed
pawnbrokers. ]

They are frequently visited by the wives
and daughters of the poorest labouring
people, and others, who deposit wearing
apparel, or bed-linen, with them for a small
piece of money when they are in want of
food, or when they wish to get some in-
toxicating liquor, i which many of them
indulge too freely. They are also haunted
by the lowest prostitutes on like errands.
The keepers of dolly shops give more in-
dulgence to their regular customers than
they do to strangers. They charge aless sum
from them, and keep their articles longer
before disposing of them.

It frequently occurs that these low traders
are very unscrupulous, and sell the pro-
perty deposited with them, when they can
make a small piece of money thereby.

There is a pretty extensive traffic carried
on in the numerous dolly-shops scattered
over the metropolis, as we may find from
the extensive stores heaped up in their
apartments, in many cases in such dense
piles as almost to exclude the light of day,
and from the groups of wretched creatures
who frequent them — particularly in the
evenings.

The principal trade in old clothes is in
the East-end of the metropolis—in Rose-
mary Lane, Petticoat Lane, and the dark
by-streets and alleys in the neighbour-
hood, but chiefly at the Old Clothes Ex-
change, where huge bales are sold in
small quantities to crowds of traders, and
sent off to vdrious parts of Scotland, Eng-
land, and Ireland, and exported abroad.
The average weekly trade has been esti-
mated at about 1,5001.

Paunbrokers, &rc.— A great amount of
valuable stolen property passes into the
hands of pawnbrokers and private re-
ceivers. The pawnbrokers often give only
a third or fourth of the value of the ar-
ticle deposited with them, which lies se-
cure in their hands for twelve months,

A good many of them deal honestly in
their way, and are termed respectable
dealers; but some of them deal in an
illegal manner, and are punished as re-
ceivers, Many of those who are reputed
as the most respectable pawnbrokers, re-
ceive stolen plate, jewellery, watches, &c.

When plate 1s stolen, it is sometimes

carried away on the night of the robbery in -
a cab, or other conveyance, to the house of
the burglars. Some thieves take it to a |

low beershop, where they lodge for the

night; others fo coffee-shops; others to |

persons living in private houses, prefend-
ing possibly to be bootmakers, watch-
makers, copper-plate printers, tailors,
marine store-dealers, &c. Such parties are
private receivers well-known to the bur-
glars. The doors of their houses are opened
at any time of the night.

Burglars frequently let them know pre-
viously when they are going to work, and
what they expect to get, and the erucible
or silver pot 1s kept ready on a slow fire to
receive the silver plate, sometimes marked
with the crest of the owner. Within a
quarter of an hour a large quantity is
melted down. The burglar does not stay to
see the plate melted, but makes his bargain,
gets his money, and goes away.

These private receivers have generally
an ounce and a quarter for their ounce of
silver, and the thief is obliged to submit,
after he has gone into the house. The
former are understood in many cases to keep
quantities of silver on hand before they
scll it to some of the refiners, or other
dealers, who give them a higher price for
1, generally 4s. 10d. per ounce. The bw-
glar himself obtains only from 3s. 6d. to
4s. an ounce.

The receivers we refer to—well-known
to the cracksmen of the metropolis—live
at White Hart Yard, Catharine Street,
Strand; Vinegar Yard, Catharine Street,
Strand ; Russell Street, Covent Garden;
Gravel Lane ; Union Street; Friars Street,
Blackfriars’ Road ; Oakley Street, West-
minster Road; Eagle Street, Holborn;
King Street, Seven Dials ; Wardour Street,
Oxford Street; Tottenham Place, Totten-
ham Court Road ; Upper Afton Place, New-
port Market ; George’s Street, Hampstead
Road ; Clarendon Street, Somers Town ; Phi-
lip’s Buildings, Somers Town ; New North-
Place and Judd Street, Gray’s Inn Road;

Red Lion Street, Clerkenwell ; Wilderness

Row, Clerkenwell ; Golden Lane; Banner
Street ; Banner Row; Long Alley; Tim
Street ; Middlesex Street, Whitechapel ;
Brick Lane, Whitechapel ; Halfmoon Pas-
sage, Union Street, Spitalfields; White-
chapel Road ; Commercial Road ; Rosemary
Lane, and other localities.

These persons receive plate, silk, satins,
and other valuable booty.

There are also several refiners in different
parts of the metropolis who generally have
silver pots or crucibles on the fire ready fo
melt whatever plate may be tuken in. Some
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of them are German Jews, others are Eng-
lish people. .

These furnaces are generally in a small
workshop or parlour at the back of the
shop. 'These receivers profess to sell jewel-
lery, lace, and other articles, which are ex-
posed in the shop windows. They are
licensed to buy gold and silver, and offer to

ive fair value for precious stones.

The jewecllery stolen is taken to these
same fences and sold at less than a third of
its value. The names are then erased, and
the articles are taken to pieces, and sold
to different jewellers over the metropolis.
Stolen bank notes and jewellery are often
sent abroad by these fences to avoid detec-
tion.

The following prices are generally received
from the fences for stolen bank-notes :—

Tor a £5 bank-note, from £4 to £4 10s.
, 10 do. , £815s. to £9.
20 do. about £16 10s.
» 00  do. » £33

As the notes rise in value they give a
smaller proportionate sum for them, as
they may have more trouble in getting
them exchanged.

Sills and satins, and such like goods, are
often conveyed to the fence in a cab on the
night or morning the robbery is effected ;
the dealer generally gets previous notice,
and expects to receive them.

In addition to the watch set at the
house where the robbery is to be com-
mitted, there is often a wateh stationed
near the house of the receiver to look after
the movements of the policeman in his
locality. One of the burglars goesin the cab
direct from the shop or warehouse where
the robbery has been committed to the
house of the receiver, and possibly at a
short distance from the house gets a quiet
signal from the watch as to whether it is
safe to approach. If not, he can make a
detour with the cab, and come back a little
afterwards when the coast is clear. The
burglar and the cabman remove the bags
of goods into the house of the receiver,
when the vehicle drives off, The driver of
the cab is generally paid according to the
value of the booty.

Sometimes these goods are taken to a
coffee-house, where the people are ac-
quainted with the burglars, and where one
of the burglars remains till the booty is
sold and removed, or otherwise disposed
of. The fence, who has got notice of the
plunder from some of the thieves, often
comes and takes it away himself. The
keeper of the coffec-house is well paid for
his trouble. '

Silks and satins are generally sold to the

32
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fence at 1s. a yard, whatever the quality of
the fabric. Silk handkerchiefs of excellent
quality are sold at 1s. each; good broad-
cloth trom 4s. to 3s. a yard, possibly worth
from 1/, 1s. to 12, 5s.; neckties, sold in the
shops from 1s. 64. to 2s. each, are given
away for 4. to 6d. each ; kid-gloves, worth
from 2s. to 3s. 6., are sold at 6d. a pair;
and women's boots, worth from 6s. 6d. to
10s. Gd., are given for 2s.

Silks and satins of the value of 4,5001,
have been sold for 5157, the chief propor-
tion of the spoil thus coming into the hands
of the unprincipled receiver.

Numerous cases of receiving stolen pro-
perty are tried at our police-courts and
sessions, as well as at the Old Bailey. We
shall only adduce one illustration.

Some time ago a bale of goods was stolen
from a passage in a warehouse in the City.
The case was put in the hands of the police.
They were a peculiar class of goods, Infor-
matbion was given to persons in that line
of business. A few weeks after it was
ascertained that the stolen property had
been offered for sale by a person who pro-
duced a sample. They were ultimately
traced toa place in the City, not far distant
from where they had been stolen. They
were seized by two officers of police. The
man who was selling them was an agent,
and had no hand in the robbery. He would
not give up the name of the person who
had sent them to him. He was taken into
custody, and he and the goods were sent
to the police station.

Seeing the dilemma in which he was
placed, this man, when in custody, stated
that he had received the goods from a well
known Jewish dealer, who was thersupon
arrested. On searching his premises the
officers found a great part of the booty of
twelve burglaries, and of three other rob-
beries, one of them being a quantity of
jewellery of great value, the whole of the
property amounting to from 20001, to 30007

He was tried, convicted, and senfenced
to fourteen years’ transportation.

From the statistics of the metropolitan
police we find the number of houses of bad
character, which may be used to receive
stolen property, to be as follows :— .

163 houses of receivers of stolen goods.

255 public-houses.

103 beer-shops.

154 coffee-shops.

101 other suspect-

ed houses.
1,706 brothels and houses of ill-fame,
361 tramps’ lodging-houses.

The resort; of thieves
r and prostitutes, -

2843
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NARRATIVE OF A RETURNED CoOXVICT.

WE give the following brief autobiography
of a person who bas recently returned from
one of our penal settlements, having been
transported for life, In character he is
very different from the generality of our
London thieves, having hot African blood
in his veins and being a man of passionate,
unbridled character. He was formerly a
daring highway robber. He was intro-
duced to us accidentally in Drury-lane, by
a Bow-street police officer, who occasionally
acts as a detective. On this occasion the
latter displayed very little tact and discre-
tion, which made it exceedingly difficult for
us to get from him even the following brief
tale :—

“J was born in a tent at Southampton,
on the skirts of a forest, among the gipsies,
my father and mother being of that stock
of people. We had generaliy about seven
or eight tents in our encampment, and were
frequently in the forest between Surrey and
Southampton. The chief of our gang,
termed the gipsey king, had great influence
among us. He was then a very old, silver-
headed man, and had a great number of
children. I learned when a boy to play the
violin, and was tolerably expert at it, 1
went to the public-houses and other dwell-
ings in the neighbourhood, with three or
four other gipsey boys, who played the
triangle and drum, as some of the Italian
minstrels do. We went during the day and
often in the evening. At other times we
had amusement beside the tents, jumping,
running, and single-stick, and begged from
the people passing by in the vehicles or on
foot.

“ During the day some*of the men of our
tribe went about the district,and looked out
over the fields for horses which would suit
them, and came during the night and stole
them away. They never carried away
horses from the stables. They generally got
their booty along the by-roads, and tovk
them to the fairs in the neighbourhood and
sold them, usually for about 10I. or 121
The horses they stole were generally
light and nimble, such as might be useful
to themselves. They disfigured them by
putting a false mark on them, and by clip-
ping their mane and tail. When a horse is
in good order they keep it for a time till it
becomes more thin and lank, to make it
look older. They let the horse generally
go loose on the side of a road at a distance
from their encampment, till they have an
opportunity to sell it; and it is generally
placed alongside one or two other horses,
so that it is not so much observed. The

same person who steals it frequently takes .

it to the fair to be sold.

“The gipsies are not so much addicted
to stealing from farms as is generally sup-
posed. They are assisted in gaining a live-
Iihood by their wives and other women

going over the district telling fortunes, i
Some of them take to hawking for a liveli- i
hood. This is done by boys and girls, as
They sell |
broom:s, and other |

well as old men and women.
baskets, brushes,
articles.

-1 spent my early years wandering
among the gipsies till 1 was thirteen years
of age, and was generally employed going
about the country with my violin, along
with some of my brothers.

% My father died when I was about six
years of age. A lady in Southampton, of
the Methodist connexion, took an interest
in my brothers and me, and we settled
there with our mother, and afterwards
learned coach-making. I lived with my
mother in Southampton for five or six
years. Dy brothers were well-behaved, in-
dustrious boys, but I was wild and dis-
obedient.

“The first depredation I committed was
when thirteen years old. I robbed my
mother of a box of old-fashioned coins and
other uarticles, and went to Canterbury,
where I got into company with prostitutes
and thieves. The little money I had was
soon spent.

“After this I broke the window of a
pawnbroker’s shop as a cart was passing
by, put my hand through the broken pane
of glass, and carried off a bowl of gold
and silver coins, and ran off with them and
made my way to Chatham.

“Some time after this I was, one day at
noon, in the highway between Chatham and
Woolwich, when I saw a carriage come up.
The postillion was driving the horses
smartly along. A gentleman and lady were

inside, and the butler and a female servant |

were on the seat behind. I leaped on the
back of the conveyance as it was driving
past, and took away the portmanteau with
the butler’s clothes, and carried it off to
the adjoining woods. I sold themto a Jew
at Southampton for 3I. or 41.

‘ Shortly after I came up to London, and
became acquainted with a gang of young
thieves in Ratcliffe Highway. 1 lived in
a coffee-house there for about eighteen
months. The boys gained their livelihood
picking gentlemen’s pockets, at which I soon
became expert. After this 1 joined a gang of
men, and picked ladies’ pockets, and re-
sided for some time at Whitechapel.

‘ Several years after ] engaged with some
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other men in highway robbery. I recollect
on one occasion we learned that a person
was in the habit of going to one of the City
banks once a week for alarge sum of money
—possibly to pay his workmen. He was
generally in the habit of calling at other
places in town on business, and carried the
money with him in a blue serge bag. We
followed him from the bank to several
places where he made calls, until he came
to a quiet by-street, near London briage.
It was a dark wintry night, and very stormy.
I rushed upon him and garotted him, while
one of my companions plundered him of
his bag. He was a stout old man, dressed
like a farmer. I was then about twenty-
two years of age.

«“ At this time I went to music and
dancing saloons, and played on my violin.

“ Soon after I went to a fair at Maidstone
with several thieves, all young men like
myself. One of us saw a farmer in the
market, a robust middle-aged man, take out
his purse with a large sum of money. We
followed him from the market. I went a
little in advance of my companions for a

distance of sixteen miles, till we came to a
lonely cross turning surrounded with woods.
The night happened to be dark. Iwent up
to him and seized him by the leg, and

companions came up to assist me. While
he lay on the ground we rifled his pockets
of a purse containing about 5007, and some
silver money. He did not make very much
resistance and we did not injure him. We
came back to London and shared the booty
among us,

“ About the time of the great gathering
of the Chartists on Kennington Common,
in 1848, 1 broke into a pawnbroker’s shop
in the metropolis, and stole jewellery to the
amount of 2,000l., consisting of watches,
rings, &c., and also carried off some mnoney.
I sold the jewels to a Jewish receiver for
about 500L. I was arrested some time after,
and tried for this oflfence, and sentenced to
transportation for lite,

“1 returned from one of the penal settle-
ments about a year ago, and have since led

an honest life,”

COINING.

Tamis class of felonies is as prevalent as
ever in the metropolis, and is carried on in
many of the low neighbourhoods.

It is generally effected in this way. Take
a shilling, or other sterling coin, scour it
well with soap and water ; dry it, and then
grease it with suet or tallow; partly wipe
this off, but not wholly. Take some plaster
of Paris, and make a collar either of paper
or tin. Pour the plaster of Paris on the
piece of coin in the collar or band round
it. Leave it until it sets or hardens, when
the impression will be made. You turn it
up and the piece sticks in the mould. Turn
the reverse side, and you take a similar
Impression from it; then you have the
mould complete. You put the pieces of
the mould together, and then pare it. You
make a channel in order to pour the metal
mto it in a state of fusion, having the neck
of the channel as small as possible. The
smaller the channel the less the imperfec-
tion in the “knerling.”

You make claws to the mould, so that it
will stick together while you pour the
metal into it. But before doing so, you
must properly dry it. If you pour the

hot metal into it when damp, it will fly in

pieces. This is the general process by
which counterfeit coin is made. When you
have your coin cast, there is a “gat,” or
piece of refuse metal, sticks to it. You
pair this off with a pair of scissors ora
knife—generally a pair of scissors—then
you file the edges of the coin to perfect the
“knerling.”

The coin is then considered finished.,
except the coating. At this time it is of
a bluish colour, and not in a state fit for
circulation, as the colour would excite
suspicion. '

You get a galvanic battery with nitric
acid and sulphuric acid, a mixture of each
diluted in water to a certain strength. You
then get some cyanide and attach a copper
wire to a screw of the battery. Immerse
that in the cyanide of silver when the pro-
cess of electro-plating commences.

The coin has to pass through another
process. Get a little lampblack and oil,
and make it into a sort of composition,
“ slumming ” the coin with it. This takes
the bright colour away, and makes it fit
for circulation. Then wrap the coins up
separately in paper so as to prevent them
rubbing. When coiners are going to cir-
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culate them, they take them up and rub
each piece separately. The counterfeit coin
will then have the greatest resemblance to
genuine coin, if well-manufactured.

While this is the general mode by which
it is made, a skilful artificer, or keen-eyed
detective can trace the workmanship of
different makers.

Counterfeit coin is manufactured by
various classes of people—costermongers,
mechanics, tailors, and others—and is
generally confined to the lower classes of
various ages. Girls of thirteen years of age
sometimes assist in making it.

Tt is made in Westminster, Clerkenwell,
the Borough, Lambeth, Drury Lane, the
Seven Dials, Lisson Grove, and other low
neighbourhoods of the metropolis, at all
hours of the day and night.

There are generally two persons engaged
in making it—sometimes four. In nine
cases out of ten, men and women are em-
ployed in it together. The man generally
holds the mould with an iron clamp, that
is an iron hook doubled in the shape of
plyers or tongues to prevent the heat from
burning their hands. The women generally
pour the metal into it. One person could
make the coin alone, but this would be too
tedious. While engaged in this work, they
fasten the doors of their room or dwelling,
and have generally a person on the look-out
they term a *““crow,” in case the officers of
justice should make their appearance, and
detect them in the act.

The officers make a simultaneous rush
into the house after having forced open the
door with a blow from a sledge-hammer,
so as to detect the parties in the very act
of coining. On such occasions the men
endeavour to destroy the mould, while the
women throw the counterfeit coin info
the fire, or into the melted metal, which
effectually injures it. This is done to pre-
vent the officers getting these articles into
their possession, as evidence against them.

The coiners frequently throw the hot
metal at the officers, or the acids they use
in their coining processes, or they attempt
to strike them with a chair or stool, or
other weapoen that comes in their way. In
most cases they resist until they are over-
powered and secured.

Counterfeit coin is generally made of
Britannia metal spoons and other ingre-
dients, and very seldom of pewter pots,
though formerly this was the case.

Sometimes four impressions are cast
from each mould at the same instant; in
other cases two or three. If too near each
other the powerful heat of the metal in

casting half-crowns or crowns would make | arm with a crowbar, and partially disabled

the mould fly. Hence there must be spaces
between each impression, Smaller coins,
such as sixpences or shillings, can be placed
nearer each other in the mould. On each
oceasion when they cast the coin they blow
the dust off the mould o keep it perfectly
clear, so as not to injure in the slightest
degree the impression. When the latter
is imperfect a new mould must be made,
The coiner can use the same mould again
in less than a minute to make other coun-
terfeit coins.

Sometimes a quart basinful is made on a
single occasion ; at other times a very small
quantity only.

The coiners have agents at different
public-houses to dispose of their counter-
feit coin, and some of them stand in the
street to sell it. Sometimes it is sold to
their private agents in their own dwellings,
or sent out to parties who purchase it from
them. The latter parties generally pay 1d,
for a shilling’s worth, Then these agents
sell it to the utterers for 2d. a shilling, 3d.
for two shillings, 33d. for a half-crown, and
4d. a crown. Some coiners charge 5d. for
five shillings’ worth.

The detection of counterfeit coin in the
metropolis is under the able management
of Mpr. Brennan, a skilful and experienced
public officer, who keeps a keen surveil-
lance over this department of crime.

In 1855 Mr. DBrennan, along with In-
spector Bryant of G division, and other
officers, went to the neighbourhood of Kent
Street for the purpose of apprehending a
person of the name of Green, better known
by the cognomen of ¢ Charcoal.” The
street door was open, and the officers pro-
ceeded to the top floor up a winding stair-
case. The house consisted of three floors.
On passing upstairs they were met by three
men on the top landing, very robust, their
ages averaging from twenty-four to thirty-
six. One of them, named Brown, was a
noted Devonshire wrestler, and a powerful-
bodied man. :

These men attempted to force their way
down. Mr. Brennan manfully resisted and
tried to keep them up, and force them back
into the room. Brown leaped over him
while stroggling with the other two. On
Mr. Brennan’s son and Inspector Bryant
coming up to his assistance, the other two
men were arrested and secured in the yard.

A third man came out of the room and
was passing by Mr. Brennan, and in doing
so hit him on the head with a saucepan,
and forced him against the staircase win-
dow. His son came up to his assistance,
when he struck this new assailant on the
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him. At this time the frame of the stair-
case window gave way, and he fell into the
court. :

One of the men in the house jumped from
the window of the staircase on the roof of
a shed, and fell right through it, and was
followed by Constable Neville of tke G
division, who jumped after him and secured
him. The former was a man of about five
feet eight inches high, powerfully built.
Other two men were beat back into the
room and secured along with two women.
Tive out of a party of seven men were
arrested, and the other two effected their
escape. The officers only expected to see
one man and a woman coining in this
house.

After they succeeded in forcing the two
men back into the room, the man named
“(Charcoal ” struggled desperately, and used
every effort to smash the mould. They
found sufficient fragments of it as evidence
against them that they had been making
half-crowns, shillings, and sixpences, be-
sides a large quantity of counterfeit coin.

The officers were obliged to remain in the
louse and yard until they sent to the po-
lice station for additional assistance. The
prisoners were tried at the Old Bailey and
sentenced to various terms of imprisou-
ment, from six months to fourteen years.
The Recorder from the beneh recommended
to Mr. Brennan a compensation of 107. for
the manly and efficient part he had acted
on this trying occasion,

In 1845 Mr. Breunan received informa-
tion that a man who resided at Bath Place,
Old Street Road, was making counterfeit
coin. This house consisted of two rooms,
the one above the other. Mr. Brennan
went there, accompanied by Sergeant Cole
of the G division, leaving a police constable
at the end of the court. He broke open
the door with a sledge-hammer, and at-
tempted to run upstairs, and was met at
the door by the coiner, who tried to rush
back into the room, when the former seized
him by a leathern apron he had on. Inthe
struggle both he and Mr. Brennan were
hln:l(::d down to the bottom of the staircase,
1 distance of eleven steps. The officer was
severely injured on the back of the head,
and the coiver’s kmee struck against his
belly, yct this brave officer, though se-
vercly injured, kept hold of the coiner.

At this time Cole was struggling with
the coiner’s wife and daughter, while their
bull-dog seized him by the leg of his trou-
sers. The dog kept hold of him for about
twenty-five minutes. Latterly the three
Parties were secured.

Meanwhile the constable whom he had

left ab the end of the court heard the dis
turbance, and entered and assisted in se-
curing the prisoners.

The woman was tall and masculine in
appearance, and the girl was thirteen years
of age.

On securing this desperate coiner Mr.
Brennan proceeded upstairs, and found
four galvanic batteries in full play, and
about five hundred pieces of counterfeit
coin in various stages of manufacture—
crowns, half-crowns, shillings, and six-
pences. ‘The prisoner was cornmitted to
Newgate fortrial. His wife was acquitted,
she having acted under his direction. He
was sentenced to fifteen years’ transporta-
tion. The girl was sentenced to two years’
imprisonment for the exceedingly active
part she had taken in the affair.

Mr, Brennan on this occasion was se-
verely injured in his gallant struggle.

Several years ago Mr. Brennan went to
apprehend a man of the name of Morris
near Westminster. The strect-door of the
house, which consisted of three stories, was
shut, but was suddenly burst open by the
blow of a sledge-hammer. On running up
to the top floor he found his hat struck
against something, and found there was a
flap let down over the “ well ” of the stair-
case, which was dreadfully armed with
iron spizes of about three or four inches
long, ard about the same distance apart,
and it sevmed utterly impossible to force it
up.

The man meantime effected his escape
thiough the roof, and ran along the roofs
and jumped a depth of wwenty-five feet on
the roof of a shed, and was much injured.
He was carried away by his friends to
Birmingham, and kept in an hospital till
he recovered. He then left London for two
years,

Afterwards he made his appearance in
the neighbourhood of Kent Street in the
Borough, where Mr. Brennan went to ap-
prehend him, assisted by several other
officers. He paid him a visit at seven
o'clock on a winter’s evening. The coiner
was sitting in the middle of the floor
making half-crowns. One of the windows
of the house was open. On hearing the
officers approach he jumped cleun out of
the window on the back of an officer who
was stationed there to watch—the height
of one story. 1Ir, Brennan followed him
as he ran off without his coat along some
adjoining streets, and caught sight of him
passing through a back door that led into
some gardens. Here he fled into a house,
the floor of which went down astep. There
was a bed in the room with three children
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in it. Mr. Brennan missed his footing, and
foll across the bed, and narrowly escaped
injuring one of the children by the fall.
The father and mother of the children were
standing at the fire. The man stepped
forward to the officer and was about to use
vivlence, when Mr. Brennan told him who
he was and his errand, which quieted him.

Meantime Nr. Brennan tripped up the
coiner as he was endeavouring to escape,
and threw him on the floor, secured him
and put him into a cab, where a low mob,
which had meantime gathered in this
disreputable neighbourhood, tried to rescue
the coiner from the hands of the officers.
They threw brickbats, stones, and other
missiles to rescue the prisoner. ]

While the officers were conveying him to
the police-station this coiner while hand-
cuffed endeavoured to throw himself in a
fit of frantic passion beneath the wheels of
a waggon to destroy himself, but was
prevented by the officers. When in Horse-
monger (Gaol he refused for a time to take
any food.

He was tried at the Old Bailey, and
sentenced to thirty years’ transportation
for coining and assaulting the officers in the
execution of their duty.

Number of cases of coining in the metro-
politan districts for 1860 . . . 6
Ditto ditto in the City . 0
' 6
Number of cases of putting or ubtering
base coin, &c., in the metropolitan dis-
tricts . . . 616

FORGERS.

ForeERy is the fraudulent making or alter-
ing a written instrument, to the detri-
ment of another person. To constitute a
forgery it is not necessary that the whole
instrument should be fictitious. Making
an insertion, alteration, or erasure, on any
material part of a genuine document, by
which any of the lieges may be defrauded ;
the insertion of a false signature to a true
instrument, or a real signature to a false
o, or the altering of the date of a bill
after acceptance, are all forgeries. There
are different classes of these. For example,
there are forgeries of bank notes, of cheques,
of acceptances, wills, and other documents.
Bank Notes.—There are many forgeries

. of Bank of England notes, executed prinei-
pally at Birmingham. In the engraving
and general appéarance the counterfeit so
closely resembles the genuine note, that an
ivexperienced eye might be easily deceived,

The best way to detect them is carefully to
look to the water-mark embossed in the
paper, which is not like a genuine note.
When the back of the former is carefully
inspected, the water-mark will be found to
be indented, or pressed into the paper.
The paper of a forged note is generally of a
darker colour than a-good one. To take
persons off their guard, forgers frequently
make the notes very dirty, so as to give
them the appearance of a much-worn good
note. They are frequently uttered by pre-
tended horse-dealers, in fairs and markets,
and at hotels and public-houses by persons
who pretend to betravellers, and who
order goods from tradespeople in the pro-
vincial towns, and pay them with forged
notes. This is often done before bauking-
hours on the Monday, when they might be
detected, but by this time the person who
may have offered them has left the town.
This is the common way of putting them
off in London and the other towns in Eng-
land. Sometimes they utter them by send-
ing a woman, dressed as a servant, to a pub-
lic-house or to atradesman for some article,
and in this manner get them exchanged—
perhaps giving the address of her master
as residing in the vicinity, which is sure to
be false. Tradesmen are frequently taken
off their guard by this means, and give an
article, often of small value, with the change
in return for a note. They sometimes
do not discover it to be false till several
days afterwards, when it is taken to the
bank and detected there.

- An experienced banking clerk or a keen-
eyed detective, accustomed to inspect
such notes, know them at once. It some-
times happens they are so well executed
that they pass through provincial banks,
and are not detected till they come to the
Bunk of England.

They generally consist of 5i. or 10/. notes,
and are given to agents who sell them to
the utterer, and the makers are not known
to them. Knowingly to have in our pos-
session a forged bank note, without a law-
ful excuse, the proof of which lies on the
party charged, or to have forging instru-
ments in our possession, is a criminal of-
fence. o

There are also forged notes of provincial
banks, but these are not so mumerous as
those of the Bank of England. The pre-
vincial banks have generally colours and
engine-turned engraving on their notes.
Some have a portion of the note pink,
green, or other colours, more difficult and
expensive to forge than the Bank of Eng-
land note, which is on plain paper with an
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Numerous cases occur before the crimi-
nal courts, where utterers of forged notes
are convicted and punished.

A case of this kind was tried at Guildhall,
in Qctober, 1861, A marine-store dealerin
Lower Whitecross-street was charged with
feloniously uttering two forged Bank of
Ingland notes for 5. and 107, with the in-
tent to defraud Mr. Crouch, the proprietor
of the ““ Queen’s Head ” tavern, in White-
cross Street.

The store-dealer had waited on him to
get them exchanged. Mr. Crouch paid
them to his distiller, who took them tothe
Bank of England, when they were sent back,
detected as forgeries.

The prisoner was committed to Newgate.

Many forged notes of the Bank of Eng-
land are now in circulation. They may be
detected by wetting them, when the water-
mark disappears. The vignette is often
clumsily engraved. In other respects the
forgery is cleverly executed.

Cheques.—A cheque is a draft or order on
a banker, by a person who has money in the
bank, directing the banker to pay the sum
named therein to the bearer or the person
named in the cheque, which must be signed
by the drawer. Cheques are generally pay-
able to the bhearer, but sometimes made
payable to the person who is named there-
in; The place of issue must be named, and
the check must bear the date of issue. A
crossed cheque has the name of a banker
written across the face of it, and must be
paid through that banker. If presented by
any other person it is not paid without
rigid inquiry. The word banker includes
any person, corporation, or Joint-Stock
Company, acting as bankers.

The form of the cheque is seldom forged ;
it is generally the signature. Sometimes
the body of the cheque that contains the
genuine signature is forged. For instance,

inacheque for eight pounds the letter “y
may be added to the word “eight,” which
makes it *“ eighty ;” and a cypher appended
to the figure *“8 ” making it * 80,” to cor-
respond with the writing. The forms of
cheques are frequently obtained by means of
a forged order, such as A knowing B to
have an accouut at a bank, A writes a
letter to the banker purporting to come
from B, asking for a cheque-boolk, which the
banker frequently sends on the faith of the
letter being genuine. Sometimes cheque-
books are stolen by burglars and other
thieves who enter business premises. By
some device they get the signature of a
person who has money in that bank, and
forge it to the stolen cheques. It has

—

tain money from a bank, to go to a solicitor
whom they knew kept a bank account.
One of them would instruct the solicitor to
enter an action against one of his con-
federates for a pretended debt. After pro-
ceedings had been instituted the party
would pay the amount claimed to the soli-
citor; and his companion, who had given
instructions in reference to the action, then
goes and gets a cheque for the amount,
and by that means obtains the genuine
signature, and is enabled to insert a fac-
simile of it in forged cheques. By this
means he obtains money from the bank,
Cases of this kind very frequently occur.

Sometimes forgeries are done by clerks
and others who have an opportunity of
getting the signature of their employer.
They forge his name, or alter the body of
the cheque. In many commercial houses
the body of the cheque is filled up by the
confidential clerk and taken to the head of
the firm, who signs it. These forgeries are
sometimes for a small sum, at other times
for a large amount.

Several cases of uttering forged cheques
were lately tried before the police-courts.

A respectable-looking young woman, who
described herself as a domestic servant,
was brought before the Lord Mayor, charged
with uttering a cheque for 5/, 18s., pur-
porting to be signed by AMr. W. P. Ben-
nett, with intent to defraud a banking firm
in London. She had recently been on a
visit to London, and had been lent a small
sum of money by anofher servant in town,
along with some dresses, amounting to
10s. 6d.

On the 3Gth October the latter young
woman received a letter from the prisoner,
enclosing a forged cheque; and at the same
time stating that a young man with whom
she bad been keeping company had died,
and had given her this cheque to get cashed.
If the servant could not get away to get
the cheque cashed, the prisoner wished her
to lend her what she was able, to go to the
young man’s funeral. On presenting the
cheque at the banker’s the forgery was dis-
covered.

It appeared from the evidence that the
prisoner had been lodging in the same
house with Mr. Bennett, whose signature
she forged.

A young man of respectable appearance
residing in the neighbourhood of Fleet
Street, was tried at Guildhall lately, charged
with uttering a cheque for 67, well knowing
the same to be a forgery. He had gone to
the landlord of a public-house in Essex
Street, Bouverie Street, and asked him to

been known for forgers who wanted to ob-

cash it. It was drawn by Josiah Evans in
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favour of C. B, Bennett, Esq., and indorsed
by the latter. The cheque was on Sir Benja-
min Hayward, Bart., & Co., of Manchester.
When presented at the bank, it was re:
turned with a note stating that no such
person had an account there, and they did
not know any of the names. The criminal
was then arrested, and committed for trial.

Forged Acceptunce.—A bill of exchange is
a mercantile contract written on a slip of
paper, whereby one person requests an-
other to pay money on his account to a
third person at the time therein specified.
The person who draws the bill is termed
the drawer, the party to whom it is ad-
dressed before acceptance is called the
drawee—afterwards the acceptor. The
party for whom it is drawn is termed the
payee, who indorses the bill, and is then
styled the indorser, and the party to whom
he transfers it is called the indorsee. The
person in possession of the bill is termed
the holder.

An acceptance is an engagement to pay
the bill, the person writing the word ac-
cepted across the bill with his name
under it. This may be absolute or qualified.
. An absolute acceptance is an engagement to
pay the bill according to its request. A
qualified acceptance undertakes to do it
conditionally.

Bills are either inland or foreign. The
inland bill is on one piece of paper ; foreign
bills generally consist of three parts called a
““set;” so that should the bearer lose one,
he may receive payment for the other.
Each part contains a condition that it shall
be pald provided the others are unpaid.
These bills require to have a stamp of
proper value to make them valid.

Forgeries of bills seldom consist of the
whole bill, but either the acceptor’s sig-
nature, or that of the drawer, or the in-
dorser. Sometimes the contents of the
bill is altered to make it payable earlier.

These forgeries are not so numerous, and
are frequently done by parties who get the
bills in a surreptitious way. It often hap-
pens that one party draws the bill in an-
other name, forging the acceptance, and
passes it to a third party who is innocent
of the forgery. If the person who forged
the acceptance, pays the money to the
bank where the bill is payable when it is
due, the forgery is not detected. When he
is not able to pay in the money it is dis-
covered. It happens in this way: A B and
C are commercial men, A stands well in
the commercial world ; B draws a bill in
his name, and without his knowledge. The
name of A being good, the bill passes to C
without any suspicion. If B can mest it

at the time it is due, A does not knowthat
his name has been used.

If the bill is not paid at the proper time,
C takes it to A, and thus discovers the
forgery.

Forged TWills—A will is a written docu-
ment in which the testator disposes of his
property after his death. It is not neces-
sary that it should be written on stamped
paper, as no stamp duty is required till the
death of the testator, when the will is
proved in court in the district where he
resided. The essentials are that it should
be legible, and so intelligible, that the tes-
tator’s intention can be clearly understood.

If the will is not signed by the testator,
it must be signed by some other person by
his direction, and in his presence; two or
more witnesses being present who must
attest that the will was signed, and the sig-
nature acknowledged by the testator in
their presence.

No will is valid unless signed at the foot
of the page, or at the end by the testator, or
by some other person in his presence, and
by his direction. Marriage revokes a will
previously made.

A codicil is a supplement, or addition to
the will, altering some part, or making an
addition. It may be written on the same
document, or on another paper, and folded
up with the original instrument. “There
can only be one will, yet there may be a
number of codicils attached to it, and the
last is equally binding as the first, if they
are not contradictory.

Forgeries of wills are generally done by
relations, who get a fictitious will preparec
in their favour contrary to the genuiue
will. On the death of the supposed tes-
tator, the forged will is put forth as the
genuine one, and the other is destroyed.

All parties expecting property on the
death of a relative or friend, and finding
none, should be careful to have the signa-
tures of the witnesses examined, to test
whether they are genuine; and also the
signature of the testator.

ivery will can te seen at the district
court, where they are proved, on the pay-
ment of a shilling. Such an examination
is the only likely method of detecting the
forgery.

There are several other classes of forgery
in addition to those already noticed, such as

forging certificates of character, and bills

of lading.

A case of the latter kind was recently
tried at Guildhall. A merchant, near the
Haymarket, and an artist also in the West-
end, were arraigned with having feloniously
foreed and altered certain hills of lading;
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ane of these represented ten casks of alkali
amounting to the value of 847.,and another,
twenty-six casks of alkali worth 1407, with
the intention of defrauding certain mer-
chants in London. All the bills of lading
were with one exception to a certain extent
genuine, that is, were filled up in the first
But after being signed by the
wharfinger, they were altered by the intro-
duction of words and figures, to represent
a larger quantity of goods than had been
shipped. The prisoners were committed

Number of cases of forgery in the metro-
politan districts for the year 1860 27
Ditto ditto in the Clity . 20

47
Amount of loss thereby in the metro-

pelitan distriets ., . £254
Ditto ditto in the City 736
£990

for trial,

EMBEZZLERS.

Thrs is the crime of a servant appropria-
ting to his own use the money or goods
received by him on account of 'his master,
and_1s perpetrated in the metropolis by
persons both in inferior and superior posi-
tions,

Were a party to advance money or goods
to an acquaintance or friend, for which the
latter did not give a proper return, the case
would be different, and require to be sued
for in a civil action.

_ Embezzlement is often committed by
journeymen bakers entrusted by their
employers with guantities of bread to dis-
tribute to customers in different parts of
the metropolis, by brewer's draymen de-
livering malt liquors, by carmen and others
engaged in thelr various errands. A case
of this kind occurred recently. A carman
In the service of a coal merchant in the
West-end was charged with embezzling
Gl 1s. 64. He had been in the habit of
going out with coals to customers, and was
eémpowered to receive the money, but had
gone 1nto a public-house on his return, got
mtoxicated, and lost the whole of his cash.
He was tried at Westminster Police Court,
and sentenced to pay a fine of 107, with
costs.  This crime is frequent among this
class. The chief inducements which lead
toit are the habits of drinking, prevalent
among them, gambling in beer-shops, at-
tgndmg music-saloons, such as the Mogul,
Drary Tane, and Paddy’s Goose, Ratclifie
chway, and attending running matches.
thheu' Pay 13 mnot sufficient to enable
] em to indulge in those habits, and this
eads them to commit the crime of embezzle-

| nent,

————

CHEATS.

Persons in trade frequently send out
their shopmen to receive orders, and ob-
tain payment for goods supplied to families
at their residence, and are occasionally en-
trusted with goods on stalls. In June
1861, a respectable-looking young inan was
placed at the bar of the Southwark Police
Court, charged with having embezzled 391
the property of a bookselling firm in the
Strand. He had been entrusted with a
stall where he sold bouks and DEWSPApers
and was ealled to account for the 1'eceipts’.
daily. One day he neglected to send 8L,
the receipts of the previous Saturday, and
for other seven dayshe had given no proper
count and reckoning. He admitied the
neglect, and confessed he had appropriated
the money. He was paid at the rate of
1I. 10s. a month, which with commission
amounted to about 61. or 72,

A clerk and salesman in the service of a
draper in Camberwell, was charged with
embezzling various sums of money belong-
ing to his employer. It was his duty each
night to account for the goods he disposed
of, and the money he received. One morn-
ing he went out with a quantity of goods
and did not return at the proper time,
when his employer found him in a beer.
shop in the Blackfriars Road. On askine
him what had become of the goods he
replied he had left them at a public-hc,mse

in the Borough, which was untrue. In the

account-book found upon him it was ascer-
tained that he had received several sums of
money he had not accounded for.

A robbery by a young man of this class
Wwas very Ingeniously detected a few weeks

830, and brought before the Marlboroush
Police Court. ”

A shopman to g cheesemonger in Oxford
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Street was charged with stealing money
from the till. He had been in his em-
ployer’s service for ten months, and served
at the counter along with three other shop-
men. The cheesemonger having found a
considerable deficiency in his receipts sus-

ected his honesty, especially as he was n
the halit of attending places of amuse-
ment, and indulging in other extravagances
he knew were beyond his means. He
marked three half-crowns, and put them in
| the till to which the young man had access.
| Soon after he saw the latter pubf 1n his
. hand, and take out a piece of money. He
made an excuse to send the shopman out
for a moment, and on examining the till,
missed one of the marked pieces of money.
He thereupon gave information to the po-
lice, and again placed money in the till
similarly marked, leaving a police-officer
on the watch. The shopman was again
detected, he was then arrested, and taken
to the police-station.

Many young men of this class are wretch-
edly paid by their employers, and have
barely enough to maintain them and keep
them in decent clothing. Many of them
spend their money foolishly on extravagant
dress, or associating with girls, attending
music-saloons, such as Weston’s, in Hol-
born ; the Pavilion, near the Haymarket;
Canterbury Hall ; the Philharmonie, Isling-
ton ; and others. Some frequent the Gre-
cian Theatre, City Road, and other gay
resorts, and are led into crime. In_ one
season eighteen girls were known to have
been seduced by fast young men, and to be-
come prostitutes through attending music-
saloons in the neighbourhood of Tottenham
Court Road. _

Embezzlements are occasionally commit-
ted by females of various classes. Some
of them, by fraudulent representations, ob-
tain goods from various tradesmen, con-
sisting of candles, soap, sugar, as on ac-
count of their customers. Some women of
g, hicher class, such as dressmakers, and
others, are entrusted with merinos, silks,
satins, and other drapery goods which they

embezzle. .
A young married woman was lately tried

at Guildhall, on a charge of disposing|p

of a quantity of silk entrusted to her.
It appeared from the evidence of the
salesman of the silk manufacturer, that
this female applied to him for work, at
same time producing a written recommend-
ation, purporting to come from a person
known by the firm. Materials to the value
of 51. 155, were given her to be wrought up
into an article of dress. On applying for

the materials, and had left her lodging.

While the work was supposed to be in pro-
aress, the firm had also given her 21. 13s,,
on partial payment. She pleaded poverty
as the cause of her embezzling the goods.
Parties connected with public societies
occasionally embezzle the money commit-
ted to their charge. The secretary of a
friendly society in the east-end, was brought
before the Thames Police Court, charged
with embezzling various sums of money
he had received on account of the society.
The secretary of another friendly society
on the Surrey side, was lately charged at
Southwark Police Court with embezzling
upwards of 100L. This society has branches
in all parts of the kingdom, but the central
office is in the metropolis. The secretary
had been in their service for upwards of
two years, at a fixed salary. 1t was his
duty to receive contributions from the
country, and town members ; and to account
for the same to the treasurer. He recently
absconded, when large defalcations were
discovered amounting to upwards of 100L
A considerable number of embezzlements
are committed by commercial travellers,
and by clerks in lawyers’ offices, banks, com-
mercial firms, and government offices. Some
of them of great and serious amounts.
Tradesmen and others in the middle
class, and some respectable labouring men,
and mechanics, place their sons in count-
ing-houses, or other establishments supe-
rior to their own position; these foolishly
try to maintain the appearance of their
fellow-clerks who have ampler pecuniary
means. This often leads to embezaling
the property of the employer or firm.
Crimes of this class are occasionally com-
mitted by lawyers’ clerks, who are in many
cases wretchedly paid, as well as by some
who have handsome salaries, Numerous
embezzlements are also perpetrated in com-
mercial firms, by their servants ; some of
them to the value of many thousand pounds.
A commercial traveller was lately brought
up at the Mansion House, charged with
embezzlement. It appears he travelled for
a firm in the City, and had been above ten
years in their service at a salary of 1. 1s.
er day. It was his duty to take orders
and collect accounts as they became due.
Some days he received from the customers
certain sums and afterwards paid a less
amount to the firm, keeping the rest c_>f the
money in his hands, which he appropriated.
Another day he received a sum of money
he never accounted for. He was committed
for trial.
An embezzlement was committed by &
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it at the proper time, he found she had sold

cashier to a commercial firm in the City.
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1t appeared from the evidence, he had heen
in the service of his employers for ten years,
and kept the petty cash-book ; with an ac-
count of all sums paid. He had to account
for the amounts given him -as petty cash,
and for disbursements whenever he should
be called. .
. From the extravagant style in which he
was living, which reached the ear of the
" firm, their suspicions were aroused, and
one of them asked him to bring his books
into the counting-house, and render the
customary account of the petty cash. His
employer discovered the balance of some of
the pages did not correspond with the
balance brought forward, and asked the
cashier to account for it ; when he acknow-
ledged that he had appropriated the dif-
ference to his own use.
Several items were then pointed out,
ranging over a number of months, in which

hundred pounds. This was effected in a
very simple way ; by carrying the balance
of the cash in hand to the top of next page
1001. less than it was on the preceding
page, and by calling the disbursements
when his employers checked the accounts,

100/. more than they really were.

The books of commercial firms are fre-
quently falsified in other modes, to effect
embezzlenients. :

_These defalcations often arise from fast
Yfe, extravagant habits, and gambling.
Many fashionable clerks in lawyers’ offices,
banks, and Government offices, frequent
the Oxford and Alhambra music halls, the
West-end theatres, concerts, and operas.
They attend the Holborn Assembly-room
and the Argyle Rooms, and are frequently
to be seen at masked balls, and at Cremorne
Gardens during the season. They occasion-
ally indulge in midnight carousals in the
Turkish divans and supper-rooms. Some
Governm.ent clerks have high salaries, and
keep a mistress in fashionable style, with
brougham and coachman, and footman ;
others maintain their family in a style
their salary is unable to support, all of
which lead them step by step to embezzle-
ment and ruin,

Number of cases of embezzlement in the
Metropolitan districts for 1860 .. 223

Ditto ditto in the City .. 70

——

| 293
Value of money and property abstracted

£5,971
2,660

v ———

Ditto ditto in the City

£7,931 .

MAGSMEN, OR SHARPERS.

Tars is a peculiar class of unprincipled
men, who play tricks with cards, skittles, &c.
&ec., and lay wagers with the view of cheat-
ing those strangers who may have the mis-
fortune to be in their company.

Their mode of operation is this: There
are generally three of them in a gang—
seldlom or never less. They go out to-
gether, but do not walk beside each other
when they are at work. One may be on
the one side of the street, and the other
two arm-in-arm on the other. They gene-
rally dress well, and in various styles, some
are attired as gentlemen, others as country
farmers. In one gang, a sharperis dressed
as a coachman in livery, and in another
they have a confederate attired as a parson,
and wearing green spectacles.

Many of them start early in the morn-
ing from the bottom of Holborn Hill, and
branch off in different directions in search
of dupes. They frequent Fleet Sireet,
Oxford Street, Strand, Regent Street, Shore-
ditch, Whitechapel, Commercial Road, the
vicinity of the railway stations, and the

dering about the streets till four o'elock in
the afternoon, unless they have succeeded
in picking up astranger likely to be a victim.
They visit the British Museum, St. Pauls,
Westminster Abbey, and the Crystal Pa-
lace, &c., and on market days attend the
fairs.

The person who walks the street in front
of the gang, is generally the most engaging
and social; the.other two keep in sight,
and watch his movements. As the former
proceeds along he keenly observes the per-
sons passing. If he sees a countryman or a
foreigner pass who appears to have money,
or a person loitering by a shop-window, he
steps up to him and, probably enters into
conversation regarding some object in sight.
For instance, in passing Somerset House
in the Strand, he will go up to him and ask
what noble building that is, hinting at the
same time that he is a stranger in London.
1t frequently occurs that the individual

Having entered into conversation, the first
object he has in view is to learn from the
person the locality to which he belongs.
The sharp informs him he has some rela-
tion there, or knows some person in the
town or district. (Many of the magsmen
‘have travelled a good deal, and are ac-
quainted with many localities, some of them
speak several foreign languages.) He may

.then represent that he has a good deal of

property, and is going back to this village
2¢

docks. They are generally to be seen wan- .

he addresses is also a stranger in London. -
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" to give so much money to the poor. It

sometimes occurs in the course of conver-
sation he proposes to give the stranger a
sum of money to distribute among the
poor of his district, as he is_specially in-
terested in them, and may at the same time
produce his pocket-book, with a bundle of
Hlash uotes. This may occur in walking
along the street. He will then propose to
enter a beer-shop, or gin-palace to have a
glass of ale or wine. They go in accordingly.
When standing at the bar, or seated in the
warlour, one of his confederates, enters, and
calls for a glass of liquor.

This party appears to be a total stranger
$o0 his companion.. He soon enters as it
were casually into conversation, and they
possibly speak of their bodily strength. A
net is made that one of them cannot throw
a weight as many yards as the other. They
make a wager, and the stranger is asked to
go with them as a referee, to decide the
bet. They may call a cab, and adjourn to
some well-known skittle-alley. On going
there - they find another confederate, who
also pretends to be unacquainted with the
others. One of the two who made the
wager as to throwing the weight may pace
the skittle-ground to find ifs dinensions,
and pretend it is not long enough.

They will then possibly propose to have
a game at skittles, and will bet with each
other that they will throw down the pins
in so many throws.

The sharp who introduced the stranger,
and assumes to be his friend, always is
allowed to win, perhaps from 5s. to 10s., or
more, as the case may be. He plays well,
and the other is not so good. Up to this
time the intended victim has no hand in
the game. Another bet is made, and the
stranger is possibly induced to join in it
with his agreeable companion, and it is
generally arranged that he wins the first

.-time.

He is persuaded to bet for a higher
amount by himself, and not in partnership,
which he loses, and continues to do so
every time till be has lost all he possessed.

He is invariably called out to the bar by
the man who introduced him to the house,
when they have a glass together, and in the
meantime the others escape.

The sharp will say to the viclim after
gtaying there a short time, “ I believe these
men not to he honest ; I'll go and see where
they have gone, and fry and get your money
‘back.” He goes out with the pretence of
looking after them, and walks off. The
victim proceeds in search of them, and finds
they have decamped leaving him penniless.

They have a very ingenious mode of find-

'ing out if the person they accost has money

in his pocket. 'This is done after he is in-
troduced into the public-house when get-
ting a glass of ale. The second confederate
comes in invariably. The two magsmen
begin to converse as to the money they
have with them. One pretends he has so
much money, which the other will dispute,
They possibly appear to get very angry,
and one of them makes a bet that he can
produce more money than any in the com-
pany. They then take out their cash, and
induce the stranger to do so, to find which
of them has got the highest amount. They
thus learn how much money he has in his
possession. :

When they find he has a sufficient sum,
they adjourn to a house they are accustomed
to use for the purpose of paying the sum
lost Ly the wager. It generally happens
the stranger has most, and wins the
bet.

On arriving at this house they wish a
stamped receipt for the cash. Being a
stranger he is asked as a securiry to leave
something as a deposit fill he returns. At
the same time this sharp takes out a bag of
money containing medals instead of sove-
reigns, or a pocket-book with flash notes.

He soon comes back with a receipt stamp,
but a dispute invariably arises whether it
will do. He suggests that scme one else
should go and get one. The stranger is
urged to go for one. In the same mauner
he leaves money on the table as a secnrity
that he will return.

He may not know where to get the re-
ceipt stamp, and one of them proposes to
accompany him. They walk along some
distance together, when this man will say,
“T don’t much like these two men you
have left your money with ; do you know
them ¥’ He will then advise him to.go
back, and see if his cash is all right. On
his return he finds them both gone, and his
money has also disappeared. '

We shall now notice several of the fricks
they practise to delude their victims.

The Card tricks.—These are not often
practised in London but generally at
racecourses and country fairs, or where any
pastime is going on. Only three cards are
used. There is one picture card along
with two others. They play with them
generally on the ground or on their knee.
There are always several persons in a gang
at this game. One works the cards, shuff-
ling them together, and then deals them on
the ground. They bet two to one no one
will find the picture card (the Knave; King,
or Queen). One of the confederates makes
a bet that he can find it, and throws down
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may be.
He pi

ose to find.
again.

it. He picks up a card, which is not the
picture card and cannot be, as it has been
secretly removed from the pack, and ano-
ther card has been substituted in its place.

Skittles.—They generally depend on the
ability of one of their gang when engaged
in this game, so that he shall be able to
take the advantage when wanted. When
they bet and find their opponent is expert,
he 18 expected to be able to beat him. In
every gang there is generally one superior
player. He may pretend to play indif-
ferently for a time, but has generally su-
perior skill, and wins the bet.

Thimble and Pea.—Itis done in this way.
There are three thimbles and a pea. These
are generally worked by a man dressed as
a countryman, with a smock-frock, at
country fairs, race-courses, and other places
without the metropolitan police district.
They commence by working the pea from
one thimble to another, similar to the card
trick, and bet in the same way until some
person in the company—not a confederate
—will bet that he can find the pea. He
lifts up one of the thimbles and ascertains
that it is not there. Meantime the pea has
been removed. .It is secreted under the
thumb nail of the sharp, and is not under
either of the thimbles.

The Lock—While the sharps are seated in
a convenient house with their dupe, a man,
a confederate of theirs, may come in,
dress2d as a hawker, offering various articles.
for sale. He will produce a lock which can
be easily opened by a key in their presence.
He throws the lock down on the table and
bets any one in the room they cannot open
it. One of his companions will make a bet
that he can open it. He takes it up, opens
it easily, and wins the wager. ‘
He will show the stranger how it is
opened ; after which, by a swift movement
of his hand, he substitutes another similar
lock in its place which cannot be opened.
The former is induced possibly to bet that
heis able to open it. '

. The lock is handed to him ; he thinks it
1$ the same and -tries to open it, but does
not succeed, and loses his wager.

There ave various other tricks somewhat
of & similar character, on which they lay
wagers an1 plunder their dupes. They have

a sovereign or half-sovereign, as the case

cks up one of the cards, which will
be the picture card, or the one they pro-
The sharp dealing the cards
bets that no one will find the same card
Some simpleton in the erowd will
possibly bet from 1/. to 107. that ne can find

- e

and are ever inventing ‘new dodges or
“pulls” as they term them. '

They chiefly confine themselves on most
occasions to the tricks we have noticed.
Sometimes, hewever, they play at whist,
cribbage, roulette, loo, and other card
games, and manage to get the advantage in
many ways. One of them will look at the
cards of his opponent when playing, and
will telegraph to some of the others by
various signs and motions, understood
among themselves, but unintelligible to a
stranger.

The same sharpers who walk the streets
of London attend country fairs and race-
courses, in different dress and appearance,
as 1f they had no. connexion with each
other.

It often happens one of them is arrested
for these offences and is remanded. Refore
the expiry of the time his confederates ge-
nerally manage to sce the dupe, and restore
his property on the condition he shall keep
out of the way and allow the case to drop.
The female who cohabits with him, or pos-
sibly his wife, may call on him for this pur-.
pose, and give him part or the whole of his
‘money.

Their ages average from twenty to sixty
years. Many of them are married and have
families ; others cohabit with well-dressed
women——pickpockets and shoplifters. -
Somé'are in better condition than others,
They are occasionally shabbily dressed and
in needy condition ; at other times in most
respectable attire—some appear as men of
fashion, : :
_They are generally very heartless in plun-
dering . their dupes. Not content with
stripping him of the money he may have
on his person—sometimes a large sum—
they try to get the cash he has deposited in
the bank, and strip him of his watch and
chain, leaving him without a shilling in his
pocket. L ..
There is no formal association between
the several gangs, yet from theirmovements
there appears to be an understanding be-
tween them. For example, if a certain
gang has plundered a vietim ir Oxford
Street, it will likely remove to another dis-
trict for a time, and another party of mags-
men will take their place. .
Magsmen are of various grades. Some
are broken-down tradesmen, others have
been brokers and publicans and french-
polishers, while part of their number are
convicted felons. Numbers of them are bet-
ting-men and’attend races; indeed most of
them are connected with this disreputable
class. Many of them reside in the neigh-

a considerable number of meves with cards,

bourhcod of Waterloo Road. and King’s
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Cross, and in quiet streets over the mefro-
Po'iiisl.ey are frequently brought before ﬂ;ﬁ
olice-courts, charged with conspiracy wit
intent to defraud; but the matter 1:3. in
general secretly arranged with the prose-
cutor, and the case is allowed to drop.
- Sometimes when the sharps cannot ma-
nage to defraud the strangers they nﬁeet
wigh, they snatch their money from them

ith violence.
Wl%:ll vthe beginning of November, 1861,
two sharps were brought before the Croy-
don police-court, charged with being con-
cerned, with others not in custody, in
stealing 1161, the property of a baker,

siding in the country.
reAs the prosecutor, a young man, Wasf
going along a country road he met one Xt
fhe sharps and a man not in sustody. b
this time there were four men on the roa
playing cards. lle remained for a f(;,lw
minutes looking at them. The man w 3
was the companion of the sharp a.skel
him to accompany him to a railway hotel,
and ordered a glass of ale for himself.
. A man not in custody then asked a.sha,rg
40 lend him some money, saying he woul

t him good securily; upon which j;he
Eitter offered to lend him the sum of 50%.
at five per cent. interest. On the st1°a:ng3r
being represented to this person as a frien :
hie offered to lend hitn as large a sum 1?
money as he could produce himself, to

ial person. The sharp then told the
’?)?].::a?atc} go home and get 100l and he
would lend him that sum. He did so, Onﬁ
of the sharps accompanying him nearly a.d
the way to his house. The dupe returne
with a 10L note. They %old him 16 was nc_)t:
enough, and wished him to leave 1t In their
hands and to bring 1001

his coming back with more money. .

show that he was a respeetable and sub-|

He went out | who attends the brilliant assemblies in the
leaving the 107. on the table as security for

He returned with 1007, in bank notes and | ments of business.

ex;idence', that the prosecutor met a man
in High Street, Southwark, on an afternoon,
who offered to show him the way to 1_he
Borough Road. They entered -a public-
house on the way, when the other prisoners
camein. One of them pulled out & number
of notes, and said he had just come into
possession of a fortune. It was suggested, in
the course of conversation, they should go
to another house to throw a weight, and the
prosecutor was to go and see they had fair
pla’f‘fley accordingly went to another house,
but instead of throwing the weight, skittles
were introduced, and they played several
oames. The prosecutor lost a sovereign,
which was all the money he had with him,
One of the sharps bet 207 that the waiter
could not produce 60 within three hours,
He accepted the bet and went with fwo of
them to Blackheath, and returned to the
public house with the money, a.mm_mtnrlg to
4G1. in bank notes and 207 in gold. They
went to the skittle-ground, when one of
them snatched the n&}tes out of his hand,
all decamped. - .
an'cll.‘]:tlgyeywere appx!ehended that night b.\tr
Mr. Jones, detective at Tower Street sta-
tlo'il‘i:le statistics of this class of crime will
be given when we come to treat of

swindlers,

e — et

SWINDLEXS.

LING is carried on very extensively
isnwffllt)a metropolis in different classes ](J)f
society, from the young man who strolls
into a coffechouse in Shoreditch or Blsh0£§-
gate, and decamps without paying 1is
night’s lodging, to the fashionable rogue

] n . I c m 1'1
P ;
g q

goods are sent from the provinces to par-

and counted it out on the table.

%ck)llg sharp pretended then to be willing to
lend 1007. at five per cent., but added that he
must have astamped receipt. The dupe left
his money on the table covered with his
handkerchief, and went out o get a stamp,
and on his return foun&l the sharps and his
had disappeared. < )
m(zl?;w days afggr, the vietim happening to
be in London, saw one of them in the
street, and gave him into custody.
A few weeks ago three skittle-sharps,
well-dressed men, were brought before the
Southwark poliee court, charged with rob-

ies in London, who give orders and are
zﬁtirely unknown to those who send ther(r)l;
and fictitious references .are given, or
references to confederates in town col-
ith them. ‘ L
?e%iadszect a few illustrations of varlzgi
modes of swindling which prevail over
mip;ggl;sg. man calls at a coﬂ'eehOI‘lSE, c{z;
hotel, or a private lodging, and rep}e-,senOd
that he is the son of a gentleman m go "
position, or that he is in POS'SesgizlllldS-
certain property, left him by his s
or that he has a situation in the neigh-

| he made another call at the house, which

i country waiter of 40l in Bank
E}D%Jngla}nd nojt:a's. It appeared from the

bourhood, and after a few days or weeks
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decamps without paying his bill, perhaps
leaving behind him an empty carpet bag,
or & trunk, containing a few articles of no
value.

An ingenious case of swindling occurred
in the City some time since. A fashionably
attired young man occupied a small office
in White Lion Court, Cornhill, London. It
contained no furniture, except two chairs
and a desk. He obtained a number of
bracelets from different jewellers, and
quantities of goods from different trades-
men to a considerable amount, under false
pretences. He was apprehended and tried
‘before the police court, and sentenced to
twelve months’ imprisonment with hard
labour. :

At the time of his arrest he had obtained
possession of a handsome residence at
Abbey Wood, Kent, which was evidently in-
tended as a place of reference, where no
doubt he purposed to carry on a profitable
system of swindling,

Swindlers have many ingenious modes of
obtaining goods, sometimes to a very con-
siderable amount, from credulous trades-
men, who are too often ready to be duped
by their unprincipled devices. For example,
some of them of respectable or fashionable
appearance may pretend they are about to
be married, and wish to have their house
furnished. They give their name and ad-
dress, and to avoid suspicion may even
arrange particulars as to the manner in
which the money is to be paid. A case of
this kind occurred in Grove Terrace, where
a furniture-dealer was requested to call on
a swindler by a person who pretended to
be his servant, and received directions to
send him various articles of furniture. The
goods were accordingly sent to the house,
On a subsequent day the servant called on
him at his premises, with a well-dressed
young lady, whom she introduced as the
intended wife of her employer, and said
they had called . to select some more
goods, They selected a variety of articles,
and desired they should be added to the
account. One day the tradesman called
for payment, and was told the gentleman
was then out of town, but would call on
him as soon as he returned. Soon after

he found closed up, and that he had been
heartlessly duped.  The value of the goods
amounted to 557, 18s. 4d.
. Swindling is occasionally carried on in
the West-end in a bold and brilliant style
y persous of fashionable appearance and
elegant address. A lady-like person who
assumed the name of Mus. Gordon, and

————

represented her husband to be in India,
succeeded in obtaining goods from differ-
ent tradesmen and mercantile establish-
ments at the West-end to a great amount,
and gave references to a respectable firm
as her agents. Possessing a lady-like ap-
pearance and address, she easily succeeded
-In_obtaining a furnished residence at St.
John’s Wood, and applied to a livery stable-
keeper for the loan of a brougham, hired
a coachman, and got a suit of livery for him,
and appeared in West-end assemblies as a
lady of fashion. After staying about a fort-
night at St. John’s Wood she left suddenly,
without settling with any of her creditors,
She addressed a letter to each of them,
requesting that their account should be
seut to her agents, and payment would be
made as soon as Captain Gordon’s affairs
were ‘settled. She expressed regret that
.she had been called away so abruptly on
urgent business.

-She was usually accompanied by a little
girl, about eleven years of age, her daugh-
ter, and by an elderly woman, who attended
to domestic duties.

She was afterwards convicted at Maryle-
bone police court, under the name of Mrs,
Helen Murray, charged with obtaining
large quantities of goods from West-end
tradesmen by fraudulent means.

A considerable traffic in commercial
swindling in various forms is carried on in
London. Sometimes frauduleutly under
the name of another well-known firm ; at
other times under the name of a fictitious
firma, :

A case of this kind was tried at the
Liverpool assizes, which illustrates the
fraudulent system we refer to. Charles
Howard and John Owen were indicted for

other counts of their indictment they were
charged with having conspired with an-
other man named Bonar Russell—not in
custody—with obtaining goods under false

Westmoreland, ‘received an order by letter
from John Howard and Co. of Droylesden,
near Manchester, desiring him to send them
a certain quantity of leather, and reference

prosecutor sent the leather and a ietter by

duly arrived at Droylesden ; but the police
having received information gave notice to
the railway officials fo detain it, until they
got further knowledge concerning them.
Howard and Russell went to the station,
but were told they could not get the

sometimes Mrs. Major Gordon, and who

leather,” as there was no such firm as

obtaining goods on false pretences. In .

pretences. The prosecutor Thomas Par- -

kenson Luthwaite, a currier at Barton in -

.was given as to their respectability, The

‘post containing the invoice. The sea’hey ,
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Howard and 'Co. at Droylesden. Howard
replied that there was—that he lived there.
Tt was subsequently arranged that the
goods should be delivered, on the party
producing a formal order. On thenext day,
Owen came with a horse and cart to Droy-
lesden station, and asked for the goods, ab
the same time producing his order.

They were delivered to him, when he
put them in his cart and drove off. Two
officers of police in plain clothes accosted
him, and asked for a ride in his cart which
he refused. The officers followed him, and
found he did not go to Droylesden, but to
2 house at Hulme near Manchester, as he
had been directed. This house was searched,
and Howard and Russell were arrested.
Howard having been admitted to bail, did
not appear at the trial.

On farther inquiries it was found there
was no such firm as John Howard and Co.
at Droylesden, but that Howard and Russell
had taken a house there which was nob
furnished, and where they went occasion-
ally to receive letters addressed to Howard
and Co., Droylesden. Owen was acquitted ;
Howard was found guilty of conspiracy
with intent to defraud.

" A number of cases occur where swind-
lers attempt to cheat different societies in
various ways. w0 men were tried at the

olice court a few days ago for unlawfully
attempting to cheat and defraud a loan
society to obtain 5. The prisoners formed

art of a gang of swindlers, who operated
in this way :—Some of them took a house
for the purpose of giving references to
others, who applied to loan societies for an
advance of money,
receipts for rent and taxes. They had
carried on this system for years, and many
of them had been convicted. Some of the
gang formerly had an office in Holborn,

returned, stating that although the appli-

and produced false

to the several applicants, a letler was

cant was among the leading competitors
another party had secured the place. At
the same time another attempt was made
to inveigle the dupe, under the pretence
of paying another feg qf 53.2 with the
hope of obtaining & smnﬂgu‘ gituation in
prospect. The swindler intimated that the
only interest he had in the matter was the
agent’s fee, charged alike to the employer
and the employed, and generally paid in
advance. He desired that letters addressed
to him should be directed to 42, Sydney
Street, Chorlton-upon-Medlock. He had
an empty house there, taken for the pur-
pose, with the convenience of a letter-box
in the door into which the postman drop-
ped letters twice a day. A woman came
immediately after each post and took them

away.
On arresting the woman, the officers

found in her basket 87 letters, 44 of them
containing 5s: in postage stamps, O & post-
office order payable to the swindler himself.
Nearly all the others were letters from
persons at a distance from a post office, who
were unable to remit the 3s., bub promised
to send the money when they got an op-
portunity.

On a subsequent day, 120 letters were
taken out of the letter-box, most of them
containing a remittance, This system had
been in operation for a month. One day
190 letters were delivered by one post. It
was estimated that no fewer than 3000
letters had come in during the month,
most of them enclosing 5. ; and it is sup-

yosed the swindl '

er had received about
7001., a handsome return for the price of &
few advertisements in newspapers, a few
lithographed circulars, 2 few postage-
stamps, and a quarter of a year’s rent of
an empty house.

-where they defrauded young men in search
of situations by getting them to leave a
sum of money as security. They were

-tried and convicted on this charge.
There is another heartless system of base
-gwindling perpetrated by a class of cheats,
who pretend to assist parties in getting
situafions, and hold out flaming induce-
ments through advertisernents in the news-

public.

them as farm bailifis.

papers to working men, gervants, clerks,
teachers, clergymen; and others; and con-|P
trive to get a large income by duping the

A swindler contrived to obtain sums of
5s. each in postage stamps, Or post-office
orders, from a large number of people,
under pretence of obtaining situations for

An advertisement

Another case of a similar kind, occurred
at the Maidstone assizes. Henry Moreton,
aged 43, a tall gentlemanly man, and a.
young woman aged 19 years, were indicted
for conspiring to obtain goods and money
by false pretences. The name given by
the male prisoner was known to be an #s-
sumed one. 15 was stated thab he was
well connected and formerly in 2 good
osition in society,
© At the trial, a witness deposed that an
advertisement had appeared in & Cornish
newspaper, addressed to Cornish miners,

by an English gold-mining company, &t
would be paid 207, of wages per month, t0

cornmence on their arrival at the mines.

stating they could be sent out to Australia -
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‘as to the company, would be given.

from Irelapd and Cornwall,
On searching a box in his room the

advertisement referred to.

to hard labour for fifteen m
young woman was acquitted. onths.

spectably connected aggravated the case

tinent,

CESS,

they were allied to th ili

y e families of 1l

i)ht}l‘;es ?lf‘l Norfolk, Leinster, and Devoxlle-

5 ;}Eei ] hey came in a post-chaise to the
otel de France, accompanied by several

6000 francs. As the landl i
( CS. ord declined
ggje ];:redlt for more, they took a ch:‘i?:eaflo
The; pta%?ly‘)g"(())% I}tted up in a costly way’
aid 25 rancs for rent, and w ©

Eggel{ ﬁn debt to the butcher, tailor, gl'c‘)‘c(?;lfa
pious asas. The lady affected to be ver_yz
Loy gave 895 francs to the abbé for
An English lad

] ' y who came from Br
t(; givq evidence, stated that her hli;f:,fllg
: egi,ld‘ 50,000 franes to release them from
ne t015 prison ab Cologne, as he believed
sho?x:rln t; ’E?: llﬂiai‘} ﬁhsg represented. It was

: e trial that they had recei
sgt;ials from Lord Grey, theyKincr Oefcegglc}
» and other distinguished pgrsonacres

: ey “('lere convicted of swindling, and con-
mned to one year’s imprisonment, or to
PI% a fine of 200 francs. ’

n hearing the sentence the woman

| twelve postage stamps were )

sent “t
Henry. Moreton, Chatham, a copy (?f lgare
stainped agreement and full pa"rticulars

The prisoner was arrested, an
found in his possession, ’ ad?iri;s]ee;teé‘ﬁ
“Mr. H. Moreton, Chatham :” 25 of the
letters contained  twelve postage stamps
each and some of them had 1s. inside IIt
was ascertained the female cohabited with
him. 1t appeared that he had pawned 482
stamps on the 14th February, for 1/, 15s., 289
on the 21st, for 17,, and 744 on another.,day

Eighty-two letters came in one day chieﬂ_{r but a few:

He was found guilty, and was sentenced
The

The judge, in passing

. sentence, obser
thq.t_dtl}e prisoner had been cor’wictedvic}
swindling poor people, and his beine re-|ford

. We give the following illustration of an
nglish swindler's adventures on the Coon-

A married couple were tried at
: _cou e Pau
(?'ha; gg of swindling. The husband 133(1))1;3?
ilen ed himself to be the son of a colonel in
1e English army and of a Neapolitan prin-
coss. His Wlfe pretended to be the
aughter of an English general. They.said

servants, Iived in the style of 3
the highest rank, and 1'?un uppz.rbl?illlls gg

husband’s arms, b |
, but soon recovered.
Wer}?] then removed to prison. they
e assumption of a variety of name
\ s
sqllie t(.)'f them of a high-sounding and
pretentious character, is resorted to by

from a distance—an address is also ass

of a nature well calculated to dec(:a?\s.':l?lg(sl'
an instance, we may mention that an indi-
vidual has for a long period of time fared
sumptuously upon the plunder obtained by
his fraudulent transactions, of whose aliases
and pseudo residences the following are

Creighton Beauchamp Harper; the Rus-

found a large quantity of Irish and Cornis}{ sets, near Edenbridge.

newspapers, many of them containing the

Beauchamp Harper ; Albion H

au p | ; ouse, Rye.
i gf)lfnles Creighton Beauchamp Harper;
Neanberrie Harper, M. N, L. ; '0ad

lalgis, W’inchelsea? AL N L The Broad-
Le“%ast.mhamp ‘Harper ; * Halden House,

R. E. Beresford ; The Oaklands, Chelms-

The majority of these residencies exis

only in the imagination of this indesfagéztbel;
cosmopolite. In some cases he had chris-
tened a paltry tenement let at the rent of
a few shillings per week “ House ;” a small
cottage in Albion Place, Rye, being magni-
fied into “ Albion House.” When an ad-
dress is assumed having no existence, his
plan is to request the postmaster of the
district to send the letters, &c., to his real

—a similar notice also being giv
nearest railway station. The%ogc:c‘l:%rageﬁgg
are generally of such a nature as to lull
suspiclon, viz., & gun, as ‘1 am going to a
friend’s grounds to shoot and I want one
immediately ;” “a silver cornet;” ‘“two
umbrella§, one for me and one for Mys
Harper ;" “a fashionable bonnet with extra
‘s‘trm_gs, young looking, for Mrs. Harper ;”
white lace frock for Miss Harper imme-
diately ;” “a violet-coloured vélvet bonnet
for my sister,” &c., &e., &e., ad infinitum
A person, pretending to be a German
baron, some time ago ordered and received
goods to a large amount from merchants in
Glasgow, 1t was ascertained he was a
swindler. He was a man of about fort
years of age, 5 feet § inches high, and wa{
accompanied by a lady about t\\:enty—ﬁve
years of age. They were both well-educated
people, and could speak the English lan
guage fluently, ' ”
Mf‘k ‘%}lqw, assuming the name of the Rev.
r. Williams, pursued a romantic and ‘ad-

wags inserted in the newspaper, and in reply

The advertisement also stated thatif 1s. of

_—-——-___-_

uttered a piercing cry and fainted in her

—

ven_t#rous_careel.' of swindling in different
positious i society, and was an adept in

swindlers giving orders for goods by letter

address—generally some little distanece off -
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3 :on. On one occasion, by means of
i('lci'cg?e%lgxidentials, he obtained an app(iint-
ment as curate in Northamptonshire, W/ ;re
he conducted himself for some time with a
most sanctimonious air. Setfera.l marriages
were celebrated by him, which were appg-
rently satisfactorily performed. Heﬁ ob-
tained many articles of jewellery from firms
in London, who were deceived by his agi
pearance and position. He wrote sevggl
modes of handwriting, and had a plausi 3
manner of insinuating himself into the goo
£ his victims. _
glﬁiscfift;d a very tragical death. Having
been arrested for swindling he was ta.]i,}eln
to Northampton. -On his arrival at lef
railway station there, he threw ménsih
aoross the rails and was crushed fo dea
in.
by’li‘;l];:rzz o mode of extracting money from

the unwary, practjsed by agang of swindlers

ther spurious articles, and have con-
?:c(liegates, 01? decoys, who pretend to bid for
the goods at the auctions, and sometimes
buy them at an under price; but they are
by arrangement returned soon after, and
again offered for sale. ' ‘
We have been favoured with some of the
foregoing particulars by the officials of
Stubbs’ Mercantile Offices ; the courtesy of
the secretary having also placed the register
of that extensive establishment at our ser-
vice. .
Number of cases of fraud and conspiracy
with intent to defraud in the Metropolitau

pd
districts for 1860 . 325
Ditto ditio in the City .. 51

' 376

Va.lue. of property thereby abstracted in
the Metropolitan district .. £3,433
Ditto ditto in the City .. 2,429

; qucti dispose
by means of mock auctions. They dis]
og watches, never intended to keep time,

£5,872
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Iv primitive times beggars were recog-
- pised as a legitimate component part in
the fabric of society. Socially, and apart
from state government, there were, during
the patriarchal period, three states of the
community, and these were the landowners,
their servants. and the dependants of both
—beggars. There was no disgrace at-
tached to the name of beggar at this time,
for those who lived by charity were per-
sons who were either too old to work or were
incapacitated from work by bedily afflic-
tion. This being the condition of the
beggars of the early ages, it was considered
no less a sacred than a social duty to pro-
tect them and relieve their wants. Many
illustrious names, both in sacred and
profane history, are associated with sys-
{ematic mendicancy, and the very name of
“ beggar ” has derived a sort of classic dig-
nity from this circumstance. Beggars are
frequently mentioned with honour in the
0ld Testament ; and in the New, one of the
most touching incidents in our Lord’s his-
tory has reference to “a certain beggar
named Lazarus, which was laid at the rich
man’s gate.” Nor must it be forgotten
that the father of poetry, the immortal
Homer, was a beggar and blind, and went
about singing his own verses to excite
charity, The name of Belisarius is more
closely associated with the begging exploits
ascribed to him than with his great histo-
rical conquests. ‘¢ Give a halfpenny to a
poor man” was as familiar a phrase in
Latin in the old world as it is to-day in
the streets of London. It would be tedious
to enumerate all the instances of honour-
able beggary which are celebrated in his-
tory, or even to glance at the most notable
of them ; it will be enough for the purpose
we have in view if I direct attention to
the aspects of beggary at a few marked
periods of history.

It will be found that imposture in beg-
gary has invariably been the offspring of a
high state of civilization, and has generally
bad its origin in large towns. When men-
dicancy assumes this form it becomes a
public nuisance, and imperatively calls for
prokibitive laws. The beggar whose po-
verty is not real, but assumed, is no longer
a beggar in the true sense of the word,
but a cheat and an impostor, and as such
he is naturally regarded, not as an object for

,compassion, but as an enemy to the state.
“In all times, however, the real beggar—

———————

BEGGARS AND CHEATS.

the poor wretch who has no means of
gaining a livelihood by his labour, the
afflicted outcast, the aged, the forsaken,
and the weak—has invariably commanded
the respect and excited the compassion of
his more fortunate fellow-men. The traces
of this consideration for beggars which we
find in history are not a little remarkable.
In the early Saxon times the relief of beg-
gars was one of the most honourable duties
of the mistress of the house. Our beau-
tiful English word * lady * derives its origin
from this practice. The mistress of a
Saxon household gave away bread with her
own hand to the poor, and thence she was
called “lef day,” or bread giver, which at

a later period was rendered into lady. A

well-known incident in the life of Alfred
the Great shows how sacred a duty the
giving of alms was regarded at that period.
In early times beggary had even a roman-
tic aspect. Poets celebrated the wander-
ings of beggars in so abtractive a manner
that great personages would sometimes
envy the condition of the ragged mendi-
cant and imitate his mode of life. James
V. of Scotland was so enamoured of the

life of the gaberlunzie man that he assumed
his wallet and tattered garments, and wan-
dered about among his subjects begging
from door to door, and singing ballads for

a supper and a night’s lodging. The beg-
gar’s profession was held in respect at that
time, for it had not yet become associated
with imposture ; and as the country beg-
gars were also ballad-singers and story-
tellers, their visits were rather welcome
than otherwise. It must also be taken
into account that beggars were not nume-
rous at this period. :

It would appear that beggars first began
to swarm and become troublesome and
importunate shortly after the Reformation.
The immediate cause of this was the abo-
lition and spoliation of the monasteries and

religious houses by Henry VIII. What-
ever amount of evil they may have done, :

the monasteries did one good thing—they
assisted the poor and provided for many

persons who were unable to provide for -

themselves, When the monasteries were

demolished and their revenues confiscated,
these dependent persons were cast upon -
the world to seek bread where they could

find it. As many of them were totally un-
accustomed to labour, they had no resource

but to beg. The result was that-the coun-
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