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Abstract
Survey on the Status of Diagnosis and Treatment of Male Infertility at
the Department of Urology: Focusing on Nationwide University Hospitals
Masafumi Shirai
First Department of Urology, Toho University School of Medicine

A survey was conducted on the status of the diagnosis
and treatment of male infertility using a questionnaire at
1133 hospitals employing urological supervisors selected
from among nationwide hospitals whose medical staff includes
urologists.

The questions asked in the survey were: Is male
infertility diagnosed and treated at your institution? If
not, to what hospital and to which department do you refer
male infertility patients?

Firstly, the return rate of the questionnaire was
51.4%.

Of the hospitals from which the questionnaire was
returned, those carrying out the diagnosis and treatment of
male infertility accounted for 52.9%, and those which do not
and refer patients to other hospitals accounted for 47 . 1%.

The survey on the scale of hospitals performing the
diagnosis and treatment of male infertility by the number of
beds showed that those having 500 beds or more accounted for
61.4%, and those having 200 beds or more accounted for
89.3%, indicating that diagnosis and treatment are conducted

largely by middle to large hospitals. Contrary to this,
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the scale of hospitals which do not diagnose and treat male
infertility appeared to be less than 500 beds (81.7%),
indicating that small to middle hospitals account for most
of this group.

Next, the ratio of male infertility patients to the
total number of wurological outpatients over a one-year
period in 1996 at the hospitals diagnosing and treating male
infertility was 1.53%, and the ratio to the total number of
new male outpatients among the new urological outpatients
was 2.38%. Of those male infertility patients, 34.9%
directly consulted the department of urology, and 30.2% were
referred from the department of gynecology at the same
hospital; of those who were referred from other hospitals,
12.9% were referred from the department of urology and 20.6%
from the department of gynecology. On the other hand, the
survey on the hospitals to which patients were referred from
other hospitals for the diagnosis and treatment of male
infertility showed that university hospitals accounted for
73.4%, general hospitals for 21.9% and clinics for 4.7%.
The survey on the department to which these patients are
referred revealed that the department of urology accounted
for 53.1%, infertility outpatient clinics for 14.4%,

departments of gynecology for 5.9%, and infertility <clinics
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for 4.1%. This showed that referral to infertility clinics,
which are drawing considerable attention at present,
unexpectedly did not account for a large proportion of

referral cases.

Key words: male infertility, survey of the actual status,

diagnosis and treatment of infertility
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