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In nationwide epidemiclogical surveys, patients with intractable diseases treated
during a year in university hospitals and general hospitals with 200 beds or more
throughout Japan were surveyed. This paper studied three methedological issues in
estimating annual numbers of patients. Results were summarized as follows:

(1) Proportion of patients who were subsized for medical care costs for some intractable
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diseases specified by the Ministry of Health and Welfare treated in university hospitals
and general hospetals with 200 beds or more among patients in a1l hospitals and clinics,
were sugpgested to be valid as coverage rates of patients in nationwide epidemiological

surveys.

(2} In sample surveys of size of 2,000 hospitals among all hospitals on intractable
diseases, a sample design was recommended. It was suggested to be close to best sample
design on each of 30 diseases. Ratio of standard errors to estimated numbers of patients
in case of many diseases were estimated to be about 10 9 or Jess in this sample design.
{3) A method of interval estimation for annual numbers of patiens based on data of
patients treated during a month was recommended. The 95 % confidence interval of
number of patients with refractory anemia was estimated.
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