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The Major Function of Public Health Nurse
in Community Health Activities after World War 11
from Primary Health Care Point of View
— With a Perspective on International Cooporation
in Primary Health Care —
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I. MORIGUCHI, N.HYOL The major function of public health nurse in community
health activities after World War 11 from primary health cave point of view — With a
perspective on intermational cooporation in primary health care—, Bull. Inst. Public
Health, 42(2), 229-239, 1963,

In order to clarify the nature of activities of public health murses during the 1945-1960
period based on the principles of primaty health care (PHC} by WHO/UNICEEF, the case
study on public health nurses and related health personne! was conducted in Shizuoka
prefecture. It was revealed that public health nurses functioned as “professional”
primary health workers (PHWs) who fulfilled almost all of PHC’s five major principles
in their daily activities. Their activities were classified into three major developmental
stages. At the first stage clinical treatments were predominant for the sick individual.
At the second stage it developed into the prevention of disease within the community. At
the third stage community participation was evolved. The development was made
possible by PHW's significant involvement in both health service administration and
community people as a coordinator. It was of importance that PHWSs tock the problem-
solving oriented approach to keep people to cope with health problems in the community.
The activities of PHWs were analyzed to formulate the dynamic process model! of their
inter/intra-development of professional PHWs. Further investigation and modification
are recommended for exploring the application of this model to analyze the activities of
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“professional” PHWSs in developing countries.
primary health care, public health nurses, professicnal primary health
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