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T. YAMASHITA, H. Ozawa, Y. AoNG, H.IT0, T. OcaMI, A. KICHIKAWA, 5. KODAMA,
T.UEHATA A surveryof heart disease death records compaived with death certificates in
Qita city, Japan, Bull. Inst. Public Health, 42(3), 446-454, 1993.

It has been suggested, based on clinical Observation in Japan, that the age-adjusted
death rate for ischemic heart disease (IHD) has increased but, in fact, it shows little
caanges over the last twenty years. In this study, a comparison deaths due to acute
myocardial infarction, cardiac failure, and other heart disease in order to determine
accurately the true number of IHD deaths in Oita city, Oita prefecture, Japan. The
results show that acute myocardial infarction, according to hospital records, represented
21% of all heart disease deaths. This percentage was lower than the percentage of IHD
deaths recorded on death certificates, wherc 36% of all heart desease deaths were
attributed to IHD. According to hospital records, sudden deaths occurrerd in 3194 of all
heart disease related deaths., Several recent studies have shown that about 50% of all
sudden deaths are due to [HD. Based on this observation, it can be concluded 509 of the
number of sudden deaths are added to the number of IHD deaths, the diference between
the numver of THD deaths according to hospital records and the number of IHD deaths
according to death certificates becomes minimal, with the former only 4% higher than
the latter. Thus, the mortarity statistics for IHD are valid.
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