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Recent Trend of Mortality from Pneumonia in Japan
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(from The Department of Demography and Health Statistics, The Instifute of Public Health)
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It is reported that the age-adjusted death rate of pneumonia and bronchitis is increas-
ing. The purpose of this study is to analyze these recent trend of mortality from
prieurncnia and bronchitis in Japan. For the period between 1670 and 1991, age-specific
death rates of pneumonia, bronchitis, malignant neoplasm, cerebro-vascular diseases,
heart diseases and old age are calculated and employed for analysis, with the following

results.

In case of pneumonia, age-specific death rates over age 50 in male and 85 in female

were increasing since 1980.

The increase of death rate was more evident in older age

group. These increasing were not observed in other causes of death, Number of deaths
from pneumonia in hospital showed a increase since 1970. But annual rates of increase

were elevated in 1980 and showed higher figures in 1980's compared to 1970's.

These

increases of mortality from pneumonia appear to be caused by the appearance of M.R.
S.A.(methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus).
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