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Needs and utilities of information among public health
personnels in local communes

Mineko Izumi, Ritsuko Yamapa, Takeshi Isono, Tetsunojo UrHAaTA
(from the Library, the Institute of Public Health.)

Public health personnels in local communes are often isolated from easy access to
information in university libraries or other information centers. The survey was conduct-
ed to know about needs and utitlites of information among local health personnels. The
questionnaire of usual sources and seeking methods of informaticn sent to 307 local
health personnels who reported their own papers at the annual meeting of Japanese
Society of Public Health in 1992. The response rate was 73.6 %.

‘The results showed that 70 9 of the public health personnels felt severe difficulties in
seeking information, 63 % did not know how to seek their necessary information, 57 %
spent their own money for getting information, and 59 2 had no experiences of using
computer-based data net-work for their daily needs. Accordingly, it is suggested that
more convenient and adequate information service system should be considered for local
health personnels including computer technological training to them.
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