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The resident system for public health nurses was introduced to perform personal and
public health services in the communities in Wakayama in 1957, and it continued for 30
years.

We considered the function of this system and some of its problems.

1. This system was very effective in solving health problems such as perinatal and
infectious disease control in those days. In the beginning, this system did not reach its
full potential because of a lack of political foresight in its inauguration.

2. Public health nurses did good service in each communjty, but unfortunately, their
activities were poorly understood by the authorities.

3. As this system did not enjoy the full support of the municipalities or, even, the people
themselves, the public health nurses were severely overloaded by their duties.

To provide successfully the health services proposed by the new Community Health
Law, it is absolutely necessary to overcome these problens.
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