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A study on average length of stay in discharged patients
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S. HASHIMOTO, T. FUIITA, K. FUKUTOMIL A study on average length of stay in dischar-
ged patienis, 44(3), 363-371, 1995.

In case of comparing distributions of length of stay in discharged patients among
diseases, age groups and years, the appropriateness of average length of stay was
evaluated based on data of Patient surveys in 1974-1984, 1987 and 1990.

Coefficients of variation of 6 percentiles (10, 25, 50, 75, 90 and 95%) of distributions of
length of stay were large in diseases and in age groups, and were small in yvears. In
principal component analysis of these percentiles, coefficients of determination of the
first principal components were 77% in diseases and 90% or over in age groups.
Correlation coefficients between the first principal components and average length of
stay were 0.87 in diseases and were near 1 in age groups. These findings suggested that
differences of distributions of length of stay among diseases were large and were largely
represented by average length of stay, that differences among age groups were large and
were mostly represented by average length of stay, and that differences in years were
small.
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