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The Sex Differential in Life Expectancy at Birth
in Recent Decade in Japan
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N. WATAHIKI, S. NISHIDA The Sex Differential in Life Expectancy at Birth in Recent
Decade in Japan, 43(2), 139-149, 1996.

The purpose of this paper is to examine sex differentials in life expectancy at birth
from 1984 to 1993, analyzing sex difference of age specific death rates and mortality rates
by causes of death. The life tables and vital statistics were mainly employed for the
materials of analysis.

The results showed that the sex differential in life expectancy at birth tended to
increase gradually throughout this period. The ratios of female life expectancy at birth
to male life expectancy at birth have also been increased.

The sex differential in age specific death rate in 75-79 year age group explained most
difference for the magnitude of the sex differential in life expectancy at birth during this
period. The age group of 65 and over formed the major part (about 60%) of the sex
differential in life expectancy at birth in 19$93.

As for the sex differential in mortality rate by causes of death, malignant neoplasms,
heart diseases, pneumonia, accidents and cerebrovascular diseases have become the
leading contributors to the sex differentials in life expectancy at birth. In particular,
pneurnonia has become the third contributors to the sex differentials in life expectancy
at birth since 1990

Key Words life expectancy at birth, sex differential, female/male ratio, age specific

death rate, mortality rate by causes of death
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