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Association between Participation in the Annual Health
Examination Sponsored by the Local Goverment and Medical
Expenditure for The Elderly in A. Town

Kenzo SAWADA
(Hachiman Regional Public Health Center of Shiga Prefecture)

Emiko KANAMOTO
(Community Public Health Center of Azuchi Town)

K. SawaDA, E. KANAMOTO Assoctation between Participation in the Annual Health Examination Sponsored
by the Local Goverment and Medical Expenditure for The Elderly in A. Town, 46(1), 29-35, 1997.

Medical expenditure for the elderly was compared between participants and non-participants in an annual
community health examination sponsored by the local goverment.

The study sample consisted of 435 males and 733 females aged 70 years or over in A. Town, which was
rural area in Shiga Prefecture.

Mean medical costs of participants and non-participants per person were calculated respectively based on
the total medical expenditure for the elderly from March 1,1994 to April 29, 1995.

Those who had medical examinations in the fiscal vear of 1891, 1992, 1993 or 1994 were considered as
participants, and those who did not have any medical examinations in the fiscal yvears mentioned above
considered as non-participants.

The results showed that the mean medical costs per person of outpatients as well as inpatients of
participants were significantly lower compared to those of non-participants.

Possible reasons that the mean medical cost per person of participants was lower were disccussed.
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