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Sources of cigarettes and correlates reported
by current smokers among junior and senior high school students in Japan

Yoneatsu Osakl and Masumi MINOwWA
(Department of Epidemiology, National Institute of Public Health)

Y. Osaxt, M. Mivowa Source of cigaveites and covrelates veported by curvent smokers among junior and senior high

school students in Japan, A7(4), 347-352, 1998.

Data from a nationwide cross-sectional survey of the smoking status among junior and senior high school students,
were used to provide sources of cigarettes and their correlates reported by current smokers (monthly smokers). The

study was based on data from 57,189 students.

The most prevalent source of cigarettes was vending machine. Next was tobacconist shop or convenience store.
Proportion of current smokers who marked vending machine and that of current smokers who marked tobacconist

shop increased with school grade significantiy.

Current smokers in schools located in urban area purchased cigarettes from vending machine or tobacconist shop

more than those in country area.

Percentage of current smokers who marked searching in home and percentage of current smokers who marked
getting from their family increased with increasing the number of smokers in their parents. The number of sources
of cigarettes increased with daily amount of cigarettes in both sex and both junior and senior high school students.

Restriction of cigarette vending machines, illegal sale of cigarettes through over the counter are important to

prevent adolescent smokers from purchasing cigarettes.

(Accepted publication, October 26, 1998)
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