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A Review of studies on elder abuse in Japan
—Problems and future issues related to the discovery of abuse and
the definition of “Elder abuse” in the context of research studies in Japan—

Takako TSUTSUI Sadanori HIGASHINO

In this study, we gathered journal articles and research reports relating to elder abuse in Japan,

and examined the definitions of “elder abuse” as it has been used in the past, as well as the methods

for judging the presence of abuse. Our investigation showed that there is no clear definition of “elder

abuse” in Japan. It became clear that while numerous surveys have been conducted, most are indirect

surveys targeting specialty professions, and that standards for determining the presence of abuse are

not necessarily consistent.

To resolve the problem of elder abuse, we must clarify the content of long-term care in the home,

and clearly define “elder abuse.” We have argued that because the status of long-term care in the

home will become the basis for this new definition, it is important that the definition be established

not only by specialist organizations, but with the added element of civic participation.

(Accepted for publication, September 30, 2002)
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