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Abstract

The current state of QOL studies in Japanese social gerontology is critically reviewed. Although the number of studies
dealing with the quality of life of seniors has been rapidly increasing, most of the studies lack the explicit definition of
QOL and/or simply rephrase some traditional terms such as subjective well-being and functional capacity. The new
concept “QOL” becomes necessary only when a conceptual framework, that makes it possible to conduct scientific inquiries
into life as a whole, is needed. The scientific inquiry needs an indicator model constructed on the explicit definition of
QOL. It seems necessary for the QOL studies in Japanese social gerontology to define the concept of QOL theoretically and

explicitly.
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