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Abstract

Decreased fertility in Japanese society was considered a problem of the generation succession, and E.H. Erikson’s
concept of “generativity” was found to be useful to study the problem from this point of view. A questionnaire was created
to survey men and women of 24-54 years of age. In October 2002, 635 answer sheets were collected.

The questionnaire included the following terms: demographic attributes, communication with different generations,
marital state, sexual life, wanted number of children, background, EPSI (Erikson psychosocial stage inventory), avoidant
personality, sympathetic experience, opinion on the generation succession. Comparison between the EPSI high-scoring
group and the low-scoring group revealed that the high EPSI group had wanted a high number of children, positive
opinion on generation succession, etc.
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