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Abstract

The purpose of this study was a methodological development of a fair and transparent evaluation system
for follow-up on Health and Labour Sciences Research Grants (HLSRG) administrated by Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare in Japan. The subjects of the study were the chief researchers of 43 studies
granted in the fields of ‘Human Genome and Gene Therapy (before 1999), and ‘Human Genome, Tissue
Engineering’ (after 2000). We sent the researchers self-rating questionnaires by mail, and 28 researchers
(65%) responded. Regarding impacts of studies on society, 96% of the respondents answered that their
studies contributed to academic discoveries or solutions to at least some extent, and 75% reported that their
reports were cited or they were asked for offprints of their papers. In clinical fields, 68% answered the
results were reflected in medical care, while 29% reported that the performance of treatment were improved.
14% and 25% of the respondents reported that the results were reflected in medical guidelines and in laws or
rules related to medicine, respectively. Twenty-two researchers regarded that it would take a long time that
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their results would be reflected to actual performance of treatment, medical guidelines, and related
regulations, but 6 believed that it would bear fruit in the future. The number of publications increased by
39.8%, and it was estimated to be further increased by 12.9%. The researchers considered the results of
research evaluation notified by reviewers to be important to determine the direction of research, expected to
be evaluated appropriately by professionals, and hoped to receive specific comments to their research
proposals. In conclusion, follow-up evaluations are important. Research proposals must be evaluated from
multi-dimensional viewpoints by experts, and the results of the evaluation should be returned to the

applicants with specific comments.

Keywords: follow-up evaluation, research evaluation system, field of health, medicine and welfare, Health
and Labour Sciences Research Grants, competitive research funds
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