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Responsible Care and the Response of the Chemical Industry
to the Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals Issue
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Abstract :

It would be hard to imagine civilization and society today without chemical products. However, a number of potential
problems have been pointed out regarding the safety of chemical products that affect our environment and health because of
the increased use and diversity of chemical products, internationalization of the market, and discovery of new toxicities and
risks through advances in research. Since the 1990s the chemical industry has carried out its responsible care activities with
voluntary international coordination aimed at protecting the environment, safety and health at all stages of the life cycle of
chemical products (development, manufacturing, distribution, use, final Consumption and Disposal).

Specifically, we have implemented voluntary activity with specific goals in the fields of environmental preservation,
process safety and disaster prevention, occupational safety and health, product stewardship and dialogue with society. By
going through a management cycle of Plan-Do-Check-Act, we have achieved remarkable results. For example, since a
Japanese version of the book Our Stolen Future was published, the potential impact of endocrine disrupting chemicals has
become a significant social issue.

The chemical industry, with the Japan Chemical Industry Association providing leadership, has conducted surveys and
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research on this issue in coordination with independent activities of the industry associations of the products that were

included in the list of substances in the SPEED 198 report and released our findings to the public.

Chemicals and chemical products are indispensable in our daily lives and for modern civilization. Scientific technology of

the 20th century primarily aimed at satisfying human desires. The mission of scientific technology in the 21st century is to

promote AGreen Sustainable Chemistry* that aims at harmonizing with the environment in order to leave a green earth for

future generations. By engaging in our Responsible Care{ activities, we in the chemical industry would like to satisfy this

need.
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