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Abstract :

In May 1998, the Ministry of the Environment (the Environmental Agency at that time) developed its —Strategic
Programs on Environmental Endocrine Disrupters (SPEED'98) —and presented it to the public. The Programs set forth
the Ministry's basic perspective on the problem, along with specific plans for action.

In December 2003, the main researchers for EDC, the representative of consumers, and the representative of industry
formed the working group for revising the SPEED'98. The final draft of the new plan was approved in November 2004.

The revised plan consists of the following seven research areas: (1) Observation of Wildlife, (2) Exposure Assessment (3)

Basic Research, (4) Hazard Assessment, (5) Risk Assessment, (6) Risk Management, and (7) Risk Communication. The
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revised plan places importance on observation of wildlife, basic research and risk communication reflecting the lack of

scientific knowledge about what constitutes the endocrine disrupting effects. For hazard assessment, the new plan presents

a tiered approach for screening chemicals including natural and synthetic hormones, in which the tests will be implemented

after confirmation of exposure data and reliability of the data sets.

The new plan was confirmed and published as ExXTEND2005 which means Enhanced Tack on Endocrine Disruption on 14

March 2005 after feedback from the public.

The experts for health issues are expected to provide appropriate information and promotion of education on chemical

issues.

Keywords : ehdocrine disruption, ExTEND2005
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