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Abstract

In response to the advancement of Information Technology (IT), online distance learning systems (e-Learning) have
become widely recognized in recent years. E-Learning provides virtual learning opportunities for people without
time, -and/or with geographical, and/or economic constraints and allows them to study at their own pace. It also enables
course providers to cut expenses and to offer various classes anytime. As a result these new learning systems have become
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wide spread particularly in USA and Western Europe.

The interest in e-Learning in Japan is increasing among medical and nursing schools, but systems are still under
development. The Supercourse Japan Consortium consisting of a group of voluntary experts established the online education
system "Supercourse-Japan" to share free lectures and information prepared by medical and public health experts and to
support development of the materials by adding new information in a timely manner.

"Supercourse-Japan" offers a wide range of public health courses including epidemiology, HIV/AIDS, senior health, and
global health, with the following six unique characteristics: lecture and information sharing, quality control of lectures,
volunteer network by course providers, multilingual lectures, hypertext/comic format, and availability of low-band internet
environment. Learners are allowed to ask questions or feedback during or at the end of lectures so that they contribute to
improve the quality control of lectures by themselves.

"Supercourse-Japan" has been matured by people with various backgrounds. In order for the further development of
e-Learning systems other than "Supercourse-Japan', it is necessary to reflect the opinions of users on the system in addition
to improving the quality and quantity of lectures. It is also essential to make e-Learning methods easier, simpler and more

flexible for users and to secure adequate human and financial resources to operate it more systematically.
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