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Abstract :

In June 2005, the Long-term Care Insurance Law was amended. The purpose of the key provisions of the amendment is to
review the sickness prevention benefits and the benefits for meals and accommodation, with the aim of making the benefits
more streamlined and focused, to establish community-based services, to examine new types of residential housing for the
elderly by overhauling the retirement housing (pay nursing homes), and to ensure quality improvement by introducing the
periodical renewal of a licenses for care managers and the designation of providers.

The tariff for meals and accommodation had already been revised October 1st 2005, Meanwhile, other revisions of the tariff
for long-term care insurance will be implemented from April 2006. The objective of the revision of the tariff is to provide
support for the elderly with severe or moderate disabilities, to promote sickness prevention and rehabilitation, to build a total
system (integrated care system) and provide care for the elderly in community suffering from dementia, to ensure and
improve the quality of services, and to clarify functions and promote closer collaboration between normal health care and
long-term care systems. This substantial overhaul has grave implications in terms of developing a long-term care policy and
ensuring the dignity of the elderly.
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