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Abstract :

One of the reforms stipulated in the law promulgated June 29, 2005, describing partial revisions to the Long-term Care
Insurance Law and other laws is a transition to a "System with an emphasis on sickness prevention" aiming to reduce the
number of seniors who require long-term care. This law also indicates new directions in terms of creating a "comprehensive
care system" that will enable seniors to continue their lives in the community even if they do require long-term care. In
keeping with these new directions, new "Comprehensive Regional Support Centers" have been established to contribute to
the creation of this comprehensive care system.

As we attempt to form a concrete system for providing comprehensive care, however, we find that it is difficult to clearly
define the image of such a care system. This is not only because the term "comprehensive" is in itself somewhat abstract.
Although Comprehensive Regional Support Centers have been established to fulfill this purpose, and have been positioned as
agencies for providing comprehensive regional care through their activities, this type of center has never existed in the past,
and so it is not clear what types of services the centers should provide.
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The goal of this paper is first to focus on the word "comprehensive" as indicated in the recent reforms, consider the

numerous definitions, and to clarify the types of systems that are referred to as "comprehensive care systems' at the

municipal level. We will also examine the functions that should be undertaken by Comprehensive Regional Support Centers

in the implementation of these systems, and the issues that these centers will face in the future.

Through this study, we clarified that with regard to the meaning of "comprehensive services" as indicated in the recent

reforms, we clarified that these services have three identifying characteristics: (i) integrated services; (ii) individual-based

services; and (iii) continuous services. We also discussed policies aimed at the establishment of systems to enable the

provision of services demonstrating these characteristics, and various issues related to these policies.

Keywords :Long-term care insurance system, sickness prevention, Comprehensive Regional Support Centers, comprehensive

care systems
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