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Significance of "Community-based Services" for Elderly Suffering from Dementia
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Abstract :

It is said that of the 2.5 million seniors in Japan who require long-term care, about half suffer from dementia that requires
some form of support. It is therefore necessary to look at dementia as a problem that is close to all of us - one that could be
faced by anyone - and to think about the issues that it presents in terms of services. There are no radical treatments for
dementia, however, and it is said that appropriate responses when symptoms of dementia appear are very difficult, even for
specialists.

Given this situation, in the revisions to the long-term care insurance system made in 2005, a new form of service was
created: "community-based services' (services provided to residents based on the discretionary powers of the municipality).
The goal of these services is to enable the provision of diverse and flexible services in keeping with the unique
characteristics of the community that is familiar to the senior in question. The ultimate aim of these new services is to assist
seniors with dementia and other seniors living at home, as well as their families, in enjoying life in their community.

In this paper, we will explain the current status of seniors with dementia, provide an outline of the community-based
services following the revisions to the long-term care insurance system, and examine methods for promoting these services
in the future.
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