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Abstract

The great progress made in modern medicine makes it possible for patients to prolong their lives for ever-longer
periods, even when the illness is irreversible. However, the suspension or withdrawal of life-prolonging treatment
sometimes reguested by the patient or their family. In the current environment, medical facilities confront problems
since there has been no related legislation except judicial precedents. Judging from these judicial precedents, outright
euthanasia is strictly limited but death with dignity seems to be admitted under certain conditions. Still, there
remains room for controversy because the conditions framed are so vague. In Western countries, death with dignity
is interpreted in the category of natural death which might be related to the issue of informed consent as to when
treatment is suspended or withdrawn, therefore strictly separate from the issue of euthanasia. The current turmoil in
Japan might be attributed not only to ethical considerations but also to the underdevelopment of palliative care
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