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Abstract

Health Plan was introduced in 1985 when we conducted the first major amendment of Japanese Medical Law, which
was developed in 1948.

The last amendment of the Medical Law was also large and entirely revised, aiming to ensure people’s comfort and
trust in medical care and to construct the system that enables people properly receive high-quality medical services.
The amendment is consisted of six major components such as “promotion of medical information system,” and

“functional differentiation and medical cooperation through the Health Plan.”

The Health Plan has been changed, mainly, on contents and then expected to clearly show patients and communities
how they implement counter measures for “four disease and five programs,” that is, cancer, stroke, AMI, diabetes
mellitus, pediatric care including emergency cases, perinatal care, emergency care, disasters, and medical care for rural
areas. In addition, the plan requires each major program to show how the services are offered and to be assessable by
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indices and objectives to construct high-quality, efficient, and verifiable medical services Systems. Then, a system is
demanded to provide seamless care within a community by having needed care available and fostering functional
differentiation and cooperation among medical care services.

We need to formulate the Health Plan through discussions among local stakeholders including residents and experts,
with implementation of the plan with the PDCA cycle and the assessable scheme.

We also need to formulate a consistent Health Plan with other related plans in each prefecture to construct the

medical care services system to meet local demands.

Keywords : medical care service system, health plannning, medical cooperation
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