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Abstract

HIV transmission through homosexual contact continues to rise, accounting for 60% of HIV and 40% of AIDS new reports
in Japan. In particular, HIV infections have been rapidly increasing, not only in Tokyo and Osaka, but also in Nagoya,
Fukuoka and Okinawa.

‘akta’ was established in Shinjiku 2 Chome in 2003, an area in Tokyo which has a large concentration of gay commercial
venues, in order to conduct and facilitate HIV prevention activities amongst gay and bisexual men, through funding provided
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by the Foundation for AIDS Prevention.

While the Tokyo area has a wide range of socially and sexually diverse gay and bisexual men and groups, evaluation
research indicates that ‘akta’ has been effective in accessing a wide range of groups and in developing and HIV prevention
materials and programs. The existence of the Community Center has facilitated a number of outreach programs including
‘Deli-he(a)l(th) which provides condom outreach to gay bars and clubs, as well as the conducting of education workshops
with young gay men and gay sauna staff funded by the Tokyo municipal health department.

Community center ‘akta’ conducts a wide range of activities and it s existence has facilitated the condom outreach
activities conducted by ‘Delivery Boys’, attracted support from the media including gay magazines and club event
organizers, as well as fostered cooperation with NGOs such as PLACE Tokyo (a CBO who provides support to people living
with HIV and AIDS) in developing materials and community education projects to make visible the existence of peoples
living with HIV and AIDS within the gay community.

The activities of the Community Center have been driven by a community development approach, and through the
involvement of artists, designers and drag queens in developing materials and organizing events, the center has allowing a
large number of gay community members to network and connect in a way that would not have been previously possible.
Culturally appropriate materials and programs designed by gay staff have ensured that outputs have been of a high quality.
Furthermore, the establishment of the center has been critical in creating a cultural and social focal space for gay and bisexual

men to meet, get information and hold events.
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