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Abstract

The importance of graphical presentation of the domestic disease surveillance data has been well recognized among public
health community in Japan. In fact, mapping is commonly used method for information dissemination in recent days.
However, combined analysis of multi resources would be extremely important when aiming to add extra value on the original
surveillance data by using geographic information leading to innovative interpretation. A review of current surveillance
illustrates incompleteness of the original data itself on geographic information. Combining existing statistical data resource
and publicly available geographic data is the key to improve surveillance data interpretation. Geographical presentation and
geo-analysis have great potential on improving analysis of infectious disease, early detection of outbreaks and clusters, and
real-time response for cross boundary infection. Establishment of the rules for easy access to existing data for public benefit
is the key to make most out of geographic information usage in disease surveillances.
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