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Cancer Control Program at Local Government:
Challenge at Gifu Prefecture
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Abstract

Since 1982 cancer has been the leading cause of death in Gifu Prefecture (around 30%) and these days more than 5,000 are
dying from cancer. Therefore Five-year Cancer Control Program of Gifu was approved in 2008 March at the local congress,
based on the Cancer Control Act. There are five main points which should be promoted in our plan; 1. primary prevention 2.
secondary prevention (Early detection) 3. training of doctors who specialize in radiotherapy and chemotherapy 4. palliative
care from the early phase of treatment 5. cancer registry. Our budget for cancer control is around 600 millions, but 3 out of 4
are spent for interferon treatment for the hepatitis. There is no focal point such as cancer center in Gifu and the number of
doctors is very limited, so our is less characteristic than other prefectures. But as an example of a typical local government I
am writing how we are going to practice our plan with collaboration of hospitals, associations of patients, and private
companies.

Through the process to make this plan up, it was made clear that activation of patients’ movement is requisite to realize the
central idea of the act; patient-oriented medicine. We as a public health professional, also realized our administration has to
take a new role, such as a coordinator between hospitals and an advocator of citizens including cancer patients.
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