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Abstract

The establishment of Cancer Control Act was strongly promoted by the patients as parties, those who felt objection and
acted against the usual situation in cancer medical care in Japan, in which some patients were diagnosed and told “no room
for treatment”, without suggestion for applicable chemotherapy or palliative care. Those parties were very conscious, and
learned about how their cancer medical care should be, and, requested their “participation” in the discussion about the cancer
medical care policy, to achieve realization of their expectation. Such dynamism led to the realization of the article in the Act,
which request the cancer control council to include those parties such as patients or families as members. After the
formulation of the cancer control plan, those parties stepped forward into collaborate with local/national government and
medical societies, to support local medical care.

The realization of “patient-centered medical care” or “esteem of the patient’s view” would be achieved after the reflection
about the past situation, under which the medical care policy or cost were discussed without patients. If those parties would
not join in the discussion, citizens did not recognize or understand about the reality of the medical care, and could not discuss
about the cost to achieve their ideal care. Citizens can feel ease and give consent, medical professionals can work with
dignity. To achieve such medical care, this movement of patients should be supported by local/national government and
medical societies, and also, similar to this movement in cancer control, we should encourage movements, such as the

T100-8055 H A TAUH X KFIT1-7-1
1-7-1 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-8055, Japan.
TEL : 03-3242-1111

J. Natl. Inst. Public Health, 57 (4) : 2008



ENEE)REES 363

representatives of patients would be included in the member of the discussion about the medical policy “in principle”.

Keywords: medical care policy, patient-participation, drug-rag, disparities in local medical care, medical information
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