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Reform of Long-Term Care Beds: Actual Bed Conversion in Specific Cases
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Abstract

As part of a reform of the medical care system, the reorganization of long-term care beds is underway, and the long-term
care beds for medical care will be reduced and long-term care beds for nursing care eliminated by the end of 2011. This policy
is based on the results of a survey which show there is no difference between the functions and state of the users of long-term
care beds for medical care and long-term care beds for nursing care, and that there are many users with little need to be
provided with medical care by physicians. After the reorganization of the long-term care beds, of those patients receiving long-
term care, those with a high need for medical care will use long-term care beds covered by medical care insurance, and those
with a low need for medical care will be accepted in long-term care insurance facilities such as long-term care nursing facilities
or care houses, etc.

To smooth the conversion, a variety of mitigation measures will be taken so that the present long-term care beds for medical
care and long-term care beds for nursing care facilities can be reused as long-term care nursing facilities and as fee-charging
nursing homes and other types of facilities, permitting the care beds to be converted with small investment considering the
structural standards for buildings. Facilities such as nursing medical care type long-term care nursing facilities with
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strengthened medical care provision function for users will be established, and will be presented as alternatives which can be

chosen when converting long-term care beds.

When cases in which long-term care beds have actually been converted to another facility are examined, a variety of

patterns are seen: conversion of a hospital building completely to a long-term care nursing facility, conversion of only part of

the beds to a long-term care nursing facility accompany by hospital construction, and performance of renovation work

converting public wards to private rooms to convert the facility to a fee-charging senior citizens home, and so on.

The conversion of the long-term care beds requires a long-term management strategy in line with present circumstances:

the diversification of residences of elderly people, and of systems to provide medical treatment, nursing, and care services.

keywords: health policy, long-term care beds, long-term care nursing facility, building renovation
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