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Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to clarify the situation of children with autism in nursery school and kindergarten,
and the future problems of cooperation with specialized agencies/institutes in health, medicine, welfare and education for
them.

Methods: A questionnaire was sent to all nursery schools and kindergartens, total 505 facilities in Yamaguchi prefecture in
February, 2007. Among these, valid replies for analysis were obtained from 290 facilities (57.4%). The contents of
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questionnaire were actual situation of children with autism in the facilities and cooperative situation of the facilities with
relevant specialized agencies/institutes. The x*test and Fisher’s exact test were used for statistical analysis.

Results: Among the 290 facilities, 143 facilities (49.3%) had children with autism; the average number of children with autism
was 1.58 (Standard Deviation: 0.96). The agencies/institutes cooperated more frequently with the facilities, were specialized
care institutes and city/town level health centers; those cooperated less were child guidance centers and medical doctors for
the facilities. The more frequent cooperation was observed at the facilities that had children with autism belonging to
specialized institutes of care and education in parallel, additional teaching staff for children with handicap and teaching staff
with experience in educating children with autism (p<0.05).

Conclusions: The cooperation with specialized agencies/institutes for care and education of children with autism, tended to
be more frequent than others; those for medical diagnosis and treatment tended to be less. It was indicated that presence of
children with autism belonging to specialized institutes of care and education in the facility, additional teaching staff for
children with handicap and teaching staff with experience in educating children with autism, increased cooperation with

specialized agencies/institutes in health, medicine, welfare and education.

keywords: children with autism; nursery school and kindergarten; early diagnosis and care; health, medicine, welfare and

education; cooperation
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