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Abstract

Public health centers in Japan are preparing for an influenza pandemic. Since the novel influenza A (HIN1) outbreak, they
have established fever consultation centers, and are directing patients to fever clinics. The Japanese Association of Public
Health Centers Directors has prepared a manual for pandemic influenza management, and is scheduled, together with a
national research team, to investigate the responses of public health centers to the novel influenza A (HIN1) outbreak.

The National Institute of Public Health implements education and research, develops e-learning materials, provides
information on a website called H-CRISIS, and promotes international cooperation. These activities are useful for training
persons in public health centers who are engaged in the control of infectious diseases such as influenza pandemics. Some
public health centers collaborate with the National Institute of Public Health in these activities. Further NIPH support is
anticipated in the future for the training of personnel engaged in health crisis management.
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