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Abstract

The public health institutes of local governments in Japan have been playing an important role in measures against the new
influenza pandemic, primarily by conducting laboratory PCR tests for the virus. However, since their first responsibility is
epidemiology, local public health institutes must play other important roles in addition to the assigned task of laboratory
confirmation of viruses. As the Chairman of the Japan Association of Prefectural and Municipal Public Health Institutes, the
author believes that the local public health institutes should be provided with field epidemiology methodology and know-how
so that they can contribute to the planning and implementation of administrative procedures against infectious diseases. The
contribution of the National Institute of Public Health is obviously essential here because the NIPH provides educational
programs in field epidemiology and technical training courses for officers and laboratory workers in local government.

keywords: public health institute, new influenza virus, PCR test, administrative procedures against infectious diseases, field
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