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Abstract

Objective: The aim of the study was to prove relations between knowledge, attitude, and practice of disaster preparedness for
the district leader, district welfare commissioner, and local officials. It also aimed to find an effective way of training people to
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prepare for disasters.

Methods: We conducted a self-administered questionnaire survey about knowledge, attitude, and practice concerning disaster
preparedness on 200 participants (including the district leader, district welfare commissioner, and local officials) in the crisis
management workshop on voluntary disaster prevention held on 8th November 2006.

Results: 64.3% of the respondents prepared for natural disasters. The multivariate odds ratios (95% confidence interval) for
knowledge of neighborhoods making a hazard map, 3.97 (1.46-10.81) for disaster preparedness were as follows: 4.14 (1.40-
12.23) for experience of looking at a hazard map; 3.35 (1.12-9.98) for knowledge of the following terminology, self-help, mutual-
help, and public-help; and 1.95 (0.56-6.84) for knowledge of a nearby evacuation area, although the last one was not statistically
significant. On the other hand, recognition that the neighborhood was dangerous in time of a disaster was not related to
disaster preparedness, with an odds ratio of 0.72 (0.23-2.21).

Conclusion: Disaster preparedness was related to knowledge about the preparedness rather than to the recognition of danger.
For the sake of more effective disaster preparedness activities, it is more important to improve knowledge of disaster
preparedness than to raise disaster risk awareness in the training. We need to conduct training programs and publicity

activities so that many people can acquire knowledge about disasters and disaster preparedness.

keywords: natural disaster, knowledge, disaster preparedness, crisis management workshop
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