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A Survey on Placement of Cigarette-Vending Machines
around Junior and Senior High schools

Koji KasamATsu

Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this survey is to prevent minors from smoking and to study how cigarette-vending machines and
tobacco advertising needs to be restricted around junior and senior high schools in Japan.

Methods: School roads within 100 meters of the 6 Tokyo Metropolitan high schools and the 9 city-run junior high schools from
Tokyo Metropolitan high schools and city-run junior high schools in a medical care service area were surveyed. The main
school roads of the 2 high schools from the 6 high schools were studied from the nearest station to the main school gate.
Results: The number of the schools where cigarette-vending machines exist was 4 from 9 junior high schools, so 5 from 6
senior high schools on school road within 100 meters. A cigarette-vending machine per 114.6 meters and other a cigarette-
vending machine per 85.6 meters exist in the main school road of the 2 high schools. In all the 20 placements which cigarette-
vending machines exist, there were tobacco advertising stickers on these machines. There were tobacco advertisings which
had a high level of visibility in the 19 of the 20 placements which cigarette-vending machines exist.

Conclusion: Cigarette-vending-machines and tobacco advertising exist around junior and senior high schools in Japan. To
prevent further minors from smoking need to be more limited about the position and advertising related cigarette-vending
machines in the school zone in Japan.
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