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Abstract

Improvement of oral function and prevention of tooth loss are important for maintenance of overall health status in the
elderly. There are major discrepancies in health problems between the healthy and the dependent elderly, and geriatric health
problems are also closely related to activities of social welfare and caregiving. Thus, it is also necessary to evaluate the
effectiveness of oral care programs in long-term care.

This article reviews the oral health policy for the elderly based on a variety of evidence, including trends of tooth loss and
indicators for evaluating the improvement of oral health among the elderly in the community.
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