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Abstract

Birthing homes and practicing midwives, public health services related to health promotion, are significant principal issues
of “Healthy Parent and Children 21” ensuring safety and comfort of gestation and birth. Birthing homes and practicing
midwives are valuable for resolving several problems as follows. Some pregnant women have no birth facilities because a lack
of obstetricians. In addition, systems for consultation during the first month after birth are not available. Birthing homes are
good places to support the health of mothers and children, as well as the health of all women. Furthermore, such facilities
should fulfill an important public health role in Japan.

To be accepted in the community, birthing homes and practicing midwives should evaluate their activities from a variety of
viewpoints. In addition, public relations activities on the value of practicing midwives, high quality services, and reliability in
the community are required.
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