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Data as a Social Common Capital

Masako It

School of International and Public Policy, Hitotsubashi University

Abstract

In april 2009, Japanese Government data are under the drastic reform for the first time after 60 years. Japanese health data
have been criticized that they are not constructed in a systematic way and lack the conceptual framework similar to the System
of National Accounts (SNA). The central indicator of various health data, Japan’s National Medical Expenditure, is not
comprehensive and does not reflect the current health system and expenditure situation. Since 2000, OECD has provided an
international standard to estimate the health expenditure, called a System of Health Accounts (SHA). In place of National
Medical Expenditure, it is proposed that SHA should be the central health data as most OECD countries have adapted.
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