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Abstract

Objective The main functions of the local institutes of public health are to collect epidemiological information and operate a

laboratory. In the field of infectious diseases, these two functions can be easily performed through the Local Infectious Disease

Surveillance Center (LIDSC). The local institute of public health requires the services of the LIDSC to mutually complement

the epidemiological and laboratory information. The functions and activities of LIDSC have been described in this study.

Method We describe the institutional background of (LIDSC) with specific descriptions of the installation, features, and

activities of the LIDSC in Saitama Prefecture. We also describe three specific examples of infections.

Result The LIDSC in Saitama Prefecture was achieved through the following three steps.

1. Participation in outbreak investigation.

2. Effective use of the epidemiological and laboratory information and system strengthening.

3. Establishment of LIDSC in local institute of public health as a compilation of the functional enhancement.

To strengthen the practical functionality of the organization, it is necessary that the epidemiological research and laboratory

information is available within the same organization. Three examples show the utility of mutually complementary

epidemiological and laboratory information. Two factors are as follows.

1. Compounding high-quality laboratory results and other epidemiological information to evaluate for implementing rational
policy.

2. Laboratory implementation based on sampling strategy and efficient use of various limited resources with epidemiological
validity.

Conclusion The important advantage of the LIDSC is the integration of the epidemiological and laboratory functions. This

is the key reason for establishing LIDSC in the local institute of public health. It is important that the epidemiological and

laboratory information are mutually complementary through substantial strengthening of the functions of LIDSC in the local

institute of public health.

Keywords : Local institutes of public health, the Local Infectious Diseases Surveillance Center, epidemiological information,

laboratory information, mutually complementary
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