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Local Medical Care Support System for Patients with
Intractable Neurological Diseases in Tokyo

Keiko KATSura

Abstract

Purpose The purpose of this study is to examine the function and practice of local medical care support system for patients
and families with intractable neurological diseases in Tokyo.

Methods Self-administered questionnaire was sent to 125 designated facilitators, who support networks for intractable
neurological patients and families at base hospitals, cooperation hospitals and public health centers in Tokyo. The questionnaire
consisted of the expected roles and actual practices of base hospitals, cooperation hospitals, and public health centers
respectively, and evaluated in four grades.

Results The answer was obtained from 101 (recovery percentage, 80.8%). The actual practices of cooperation hospitals were
below the level which were expected by designated facilitators in the base hospital and the public health centers. The most
expected support, which enables ‘hospitalization’, one of the roles in cooperated hospital, was “Specific guide for the treatment
of intractable neurological diseases.”

Conclusion It is necessary to re-coordinate the practical role of each facility in care support networks. Strengthening training
programs at base hospitals is important to improve the practice of cooperation hospitals. It is necessary to exchange practical
information at regional meetings so that the local medical care support networks work better for the patients and families of
intractable neurological diseases.

Key words: intractable neurological diseases, local medical care support networks, local medical care system, the roles and
practice of hospitals
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Tuberculosis Control in Socio Economically Unprivileged
Groups in Tokyo: The Primary Causes of Difficulties
in the Process of TB Treatment and Care

Akiko KusaBuka
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An Examination of the Wisdom of Skilled Practicing Midwives
for Mothers and Children in Community Health
Minori SUGIYAMA

Abstract

One of the policies of the “Sukoyaka Oyako 21” project is to encourage the development of practices aimed at improving
children’s mental health. Therefore, practitioners in this project are expected to support children more in order to improve
their overall health. [Objective] To examine the wisdom of skilled practicing midwives who understand the health of mothers
and children and their lives in the community. [Study Design and Methods] Semi-open question interview, evaluated by the
Kawakita Jiro method. [Results] A principal idea was “Immersing into the stressful field, we strive to do the things that we
should do” in a category about forming professional relationships. Another idea was “skilled practicing midwives are also
people from the community” in the category about contributing to form a social capital, or a community. The final is “bring
diversification into women’s lives” in a category about the variation of women’s status in a changing epoch. [Conclusion] The
professionalism in this domain is cultivated by learning and growing in the field. Therefore, we hope that job training in this
area is practiced actively. Moreover, the practitioners need to deal with day-to-day issues, and hence, the skilled practicing
midwives need to cultivate relations among the community.

Keywords : skilled, practicing midwife, community health for mothers and children, professional, on the job training

Thesis Advisors: Fujiko Fukusnmma
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An Investigative Study on the Ideal Support Network for Mothers of
Newborn Babies, Mothers of Premature Babies at Their First Clinic Visit,
and Mothers at the First Well-Baby Clinic Visit

Keiko NATSUME
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The Survey of “All Infant Home Visitation Program”
in Kanagawa Prefecture and its Municipal Support

Michiko HikoNE

Abstract

Objectives The survey of “all infant home visitation program ” in all the municipalities of Kanagawa prefecture, we consider
the way and the problems of the municipal support on the part of this prefecture. Methods We have sent own handwriting
questionnaires to the persons in charge of this program (if the municipals have not yet carried out this, to the persons in charge
of the mother and child health program (neonatal home visit)) in all the (33) municipalities of Kanagawa. The hearing survey
was executed to some municipalities.

Results 33 communes in the prefecture answered. According to the answers, in the 2009-10 financial year, 23 communes
(69.7%) executed “all infant home visitation program”. 21 communes (91.3 %) appointed nursing personnel. Except them, were
appointed welfare commissioners, main child welfare commissioners, maternal and child health promoters, those trained by
the communes, and nutritionists. Nursing personnel started exploiting maternal and child health programs as the profession
received the anxiety for children. Besides, have been uplifted the consciousness of the part of the visited inhabitants, who could
live easily in their area. This led to a good community.

Conclusion It developed that the adjustment of units, and the presentation of characters of the results of visitors’ projects
are the roles of the prefecture to the communes to which will be executed the projects. For continuing them, we should support
the training of those who receive the visitors in the under populated communes. And for sewing up the nursing personnel who
are the issue of a lot of communes, we must build the offering system of information with the network among public health
centers.

Keywords : all infant home visitation program, neonatal home visit, prevention of child abuse, municipal support, personnel
training

Thesis Advisors : Junko Yonezawa, Hiroyuki Nakao
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