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Abstract

The most reliable evidence is known to be derived from randomized controlled trials (RCTs). A typical study design of RCTs
is to compare the result of a new treatment with that of a control treatment. The study protocol is the core of the study and
should be fixed before beginning the study.

The National Institute of Public Health (NIPH) started the full-scale operation of a clinical trial information search portal
site that enables a transversal search for clinical trial information in 3 Japanese registries (UMIN, JMACCT, and JapicCTTI).
This portal site has been developed so that users can easily search for clinical trials. Therefore, this portal site is a very useful
information-gathering tool for those who are interested in participating in clinical trials and for researchers who intend to plan
clinical trials.

In this paper, we present the NIPH clinical trial search portal, a tool that provides useful information to plan appropriate study
protocols. In addition, we discuss why clinical trials should be registered.
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