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Medical and care support system for the patients with seriously
intractable diseases
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Abstract

The research group named, “Study on development of the regional medical and care network for patients with seriously
intractable diseases” was initiated in 2005. The aim of this research group is to survey the need for a medical and care support
system for patients in regional communities, and then to develop medical and care support networks there, and also to improve
the quality of regional home care system. In fact, medical support networks of various types and sizes have been established in
each town, city or prefecture in Japan. Some are fairly large and well organized, consisting of several cooperative hospitals and
many cooperative clinics. In contrast, there are small networks where only a few medical or social-welfare staff members are
working, especially in rural districts. The idea that the development of medical support networks was a useful way to increase
the number of beds for patients has largely been abandoned. Now it is quite difficult to secure available beds for patients who
require long-term care. It is now well known that a network system would be helpful and useful for the home care system. To
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develop a good home care system, it is important that general practitioners and medical or medical-welfare staff members at the
service center for home-visiting nurses actively participate in this system. The following important, urgent and greatly-needed
research projects have been intensely studied and rapidly developed: (1) a project to arrange a support system for patients with
seriously incurable diseases in the face of disaster, (2) a project to support medical care coordinators in the regional network,
(3) a project to develop a new automatic sputum suction apparatus for patients under mechanical ventilation, and, (4) a project
to develop a communication support team or to invent various types of communication aids. Recently, a new automatic sputum
suction apparatus was successfully developed and now it is undergoing a clinical trial. Patients and family are looking forward to
receiving favorite results of this clinical trial. In future, it is important for the patients, family and caregivers to participate in this
kind of research group and to discuss with researcher and physicians together on the development of desirable medical and
care network system for the patients with intractable disease.
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