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Radionuclides in drinking water: Facts and response
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Abstract

After the explosion at the nuclear power plant in March 2011, radionuclides(RNs) spread widely and were detected in
drinking water. As radioactive iodine and radioactive cesium were detected in the drinking water, the Ministry of Health,
Labour, and Welfare (MHLW) issued a notice to direct countermeasures if RNs in tap water exceeded the index of drinking
water based on the indicator about the restriction of food intake issued by the Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan. In Iidate
village in Fukushima prefecture, radioactive iodine was detected in drinking water at a level of 965 Bq/kg, which was three
times higher than the restriction for food intake. Therefore, Iidate village issued an official restriction against drinking water for
all residents. In addition, Tokyo Metropolitan Water Works and some other water works issued a restriction against drinking
water for infants, because radioactive iodine level exceeded 100 Bq/kg. After one or several days, RNs in tap water had dropped
below the indicator level in most places, and tap water is now safe to drink. The characteristics and countermeasures taken are
summarized in this report, based on the interium report on RNs in drinking water, MHLW.
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