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Abstract
1. Background for enactment of dental and oral health law in Japan
The dental and oral health law in Japan was enacted by the Japanese Diet in August 2011.
In spite of attempts to enact the Dental and Oral Health Promotion Law since 1953 repeatedly, it had not achieved
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enactment at the national level.

Since 2008, local dental and oral health promotion ordinances of have been enacted by some prefectures, one after

another.

By March 2011, local ordinances had been enacted in 19 prefectures (out of the 47 prefectures in Japan). The enactment
of a law was proposed by dental professionals; this led to the enactment of the Dental and Oral Health Promotion Law. The

enacted law is characterized as a fundamental law.

2. Outline of the dental and oral health law and after

The purpose of the Dental and Oral Health Promotion Law is to improve health status of Japanese people, totally
promoting the oral health policy for maintaining oral health by preventing dental diseases. The fundamental concepts of

promoting oral health policy are as follows:

1) To promote the lifelong prevention of dental diseases in daily life, the detection of dental diseases, and the pursuit of

dental treatment at an early stage.

2) To promote the appropriate and effective maintenance of dental and oral health, considering the characteristics of oral

function and dental disease for each age group.

3) To promote a comprehensive and total health policy with the cooperation of related policy (health and medical care,

social welfare, education, and so on).

The regulation of this law is carried out by the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, which decides principal matters

like planning and goals for dental and oral health policy.

To make the principal plan, making principal matters harmonize with other existing principal plans, according to regional
health and health promotion laws, will be taken into consideration.
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